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A second edition of Lee's Memoirs seemed to be re-

quired bj general demand, and was certainly called for

bj particular request. Colonel Fenwick, of the United

States' army, having substantiated his solicitude by his

liberality, and agreed to bear the expense of the edition

if I would undertake to prepare it, is, in justice, to be

considered the patron of the work. The venerable Cob

Howard, glorious for his services in the wars of Greene*

was not less kind. He contributed his corrections, in a

manner which authorizes me to aftirm that the narrative,

as it now stands, bears the seal of his confnmation.

—

The author, not having been able to superintend the

original impression, took occasion to place on the margin

of the copy from which this edition is printed, a number

of MS. corrections, the adoption of which, after collating

them with his Revolutionary dociuiients, it is belitved

will be found an improvement. The text I have not of

course ventured to alter, unless corrections in regard to

such obvious mistakes as to dates, names, and places,

as cannot affect the identity of the composition, be con-

sidered alterations. One emendation might appear at

variance v/ith this remark, if it were left without a

particular explanation. In looking over the original

manuscript, my attention was struck by the following

sentence :
" To the hand of one of her sons had been

committed the sword of defence, and from the lips of

another, in obedience to the commands of his constitu-

ents, was proposed our independence ;" and I suggested

the propriety of adding, that the pen of a third had

composed our decimation of Independence. The au-
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ihor observed tliat this had occurred to him also, but

that, as contradictory opinions existed respecting the

authorshi}) of that ^reat paper, some ascribing it to Mr.

R. H. Lcc, and others to Mr. Jefferson, he thought it

would be the fairer way to decline any expression on the

subject. At the time this conversation took place, the

uncertainty alluded to did prevail in the minds of many

persons, who inferred from the fact of Mr. Lee's having

been chairman of the Committee, raised to report on

his proposition of independence, and from a corrected

copy of the declaration being found among his papers,

that he was the author of the instrument itself. This

being now completely removed, I have made the text

conform to the amendment, which was declined ex-

pressly in consequence of its temporary prevalence ; as

the reader will find at page 119. Such notes as I have

added, it is hoped will increase the interest of the work^

and facilitate its accurate comprehension by the military

student.

H. LEE.
Wasfiington, \st December, 1826.
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MEMOIRS OP THE WAR
IS THE

SOUTHERN DEPARTMENT OF THE UNITEP
STATES^.

CHAPTER L

TiHE determination of the mind, to relinquish the soft scenes gf
tranquil life for the rough adventures of war, is generally attend-

ed with the conviction that the act is laudable ; and with a wish,
that its honourable exertions should be faithfully transmitted to pos-
terity. These sentiments lead to the cultivation of virtue ; and
the effect of the one is magnified by the accomplishment of the

other. In usefulness to society, the difference is inconsiderable

between the conduct of him who performs great achievements, and
of him who records them ; for short must be the remembrance,
circumscribed the influence, of patriotic exertions and heroic ex-

ploits, unless the patient historian retrieve them from oblivion,

and hold them up conspicuously to future ages. " Saepe audivi,

Q,. Maximum, P. Scipionem, pra^terea civitatis nostrse praeclaros

viros, solitos ita dicere, cum majorum imagines intuerentur, vehe-

mentissime sibi animum ad virtutem accendi. Scilicet non ceram

illam, neque figuram tantam vim in sese habere; sed memoria rerum

gestarum eam flammam egregiis viris in pectore crescere, neque

prius sedari, quam virtus eorum famam atque gloriam adaequa,-

verit."*—Sail. Bell. Jugur.

Regretting, as vve all do, that not one of the chief actors in our

camp or cabinet, and indeed very few of our fellow citizens, have

attempted to unfold the rise, or to illustrate the progress and ter-

mination of our revolution, I have been led to this my undertaking

with a hope of contributing, in some degree, to repair the effects

of this much lamented indifference. With this view, 1 am about

to write memoirs of the southern campaigns, being that part of th^

* "Often hav» I heard," "that Quintus Maximus, PobHus Scipio, and

other renowned men of out commoawealth, used to say that, whenever tbey

beheld the images of their ancestors, they felt their minds vehemently excited

to virtue. It could not be the wax or th^e marble that possessed this power;

but the recollection of their great actions kindled a generous flame in their

breasts, (not to be quelled) till they aho by virtu.c had »C43uired equ^l fame and

glory.''
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war with which I am best acquainted, ami which in its progress and

issue iiiai'-ri. illy contributed to our final succes.-^, and to the enlarge-

ment of our military fame. Desirous of investirii; the reader with a

full and clear understanding of the operations to he described, 1 shall

commence these memoirs at the beginning ofthe third year oflhe war
;

for the principal events which occurred thereafter, laid the founda-

tion of the change in the enemy's conduct, and turned the tide and

fury of the cordlict from the north to the south.

When I first engaged in this undertaking, many of my military

comrades, capable and willing to contribute their aid to the fulfil-

ment of my design, were living; whose minute knowledge of va-

rious scenes, all of which they saw, in some of which they led,

would have rendered it peculiarly interesting and valuable. After

postponing, as is common to man, what for various reasons ought

not to have been delayed, I have experienced in my progress

abimdant cause for self reproach ; since in many instances, I have

been deprived of this important assistance, which no effort or ap-

plication has been able hilly to supply. Discouraged by this priva-

tion, I should, tho' reluctantly, have receded from my purpose,

bad not the injurious con-eqnences of my dilatoriness been repnir-

ed in a measure by the animated and friendly exertions of the few

survivors among ray martial companions. To these individuals I

owe a heavy debt of personal gratitude ; and should the following

sheets be deemed worthy ol general approbation, to their ready and

unwearied assistance, more than to the author's care and diligence,

may be justly ascribed the pleasing result. I have, nevertheless,

been compelled to abridge considerably my first design ; not having

been able to obtain the documents necessary to its full accomplish-

ment.
It was my intention to present the public, not with a narrative of

the southern operations only, but with the life of mnjor general

Greene, our distinguished leader. The two subjects appeared to

be closely connecteil ; and the latter is strongly claimed by my in-

timate knowledge of the military plans uui] measures of that illus-

trious man, by the homage due to his superior virtue, and ihe grate-

ful remembrance, which I hold in common with all who served under
him, of his benit^nity and justice.

Apprehending that longer delay might event'iate in leaving alto-

gether unexecuted my design, I resolved 4br the present to confine
myself to these memoirs, deferring to some future day, or to more
adequate abilities, the completion of my original plan.

CHAPTER II.

1777. J^ £!£ campaign projected by the British for sev€nty-seven,

announced, in its commencement, a system portentous of much evil

to the United States. It contemplated the annihilation of resistance

ia all the country between the lakes and Albany, undisturbed poe-
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session of the Hud^ion River, (thn? severing the union) and the con-

que-t of Penns)'lvania, who^e ca|)it<»l (Philadelphia) was the me-
tropolis of the American States. This extensive plan of opera*

tion? was supported by coextensive means.*
Lieutenant general Burgoyne, a leader of renown, conducting

ihe British army in the north, undertook his part with zeal and
g-aliantry. Entering from Canada, he pressed forward with impet-

Hosity. Ticonderoga, with it* various dependencies, fell without a

blow ; and the victorious army, pur^^uing its success with ardour,

gained repeated advantages over our broken and dispirited troops,

commanded by major general St. Clair. This promising beginning

did not long continue. Major general Gates, bretl to arms in the

British school, and much respected by congress, was appointed to

the chief commmd in the nortliern department. His reputation

jM'oduced con(ideuce ; our vanquished army was reanimated ; tl>e

east poured forth her hardy sons ; and ciiosen trDO[»s were detach-

ed by the commander in chief from the main body. Gates soon

found himself at the head of a sufficient force to face his enemy,
whose advance had been fortunately retarded by the usual incum-

brances of European armies, increased by the uncommon difficul-

ties, which the face of the country presented, improved as they had

been by the skill, diligence, and zeal of major general Schuyler,

then commanding in that quarter. This delay reduced the pro-

visions of the enemy ; and the first attempt to replenish them
termmated in the destruction of a considerable body of Germans,

detached on that service, under lieutenant colonel Baum.j Briga-

* British force under sir American force under

William Howe in 1776. General Washington.

August ^'4,000 16,000

November 26,!t00 4,500

December 27,700 3,300

In 1777.

March 27,000 *v500

June 30,000 8.000

Force un'ler sir William Howe, when he landed at Elkton, horse, foot, and

artillery, amounted, in toto, to 18,000.

Foice tinder General Washington at the battle of Brandywine, including

militia, 15,000.

At whirh time the British force in Rhode Island and New York, under sir

Henry Clinton, was 12,000

And the American force under general Putnam at West Point, &c. exclusive

of militia, which he was authorized to call to him as he chose, from the states

of Connecticut, New York, and New Jersey, 2,000.

Force under lieutenant general Burgoyne, excluding Canadians and Indian*,

7,000.

Force under major general gates (continentals) 9,000

militia 4,129

total 13,129

See Appendix, A. and B.

t Brigadier general Starke had fortunately reached Bennington with a body

militia from New Hampshire, where was esUblished a depot of provisions

for the use of the northern army, at the time lieutenant colonel Baum made his
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diet Starke, at the head of a force, mostly militia, attacked this

corps on the heights of Walloomsack, and destroyed it : a dreadful

blow to the assailing army, and the mirror of its future fate. Bur-

goyne, however, persuaded that victory alone could retrieve him,

sought for battle with pertinacity and keenness. The American
leader was not disinclined to the appeal, apprehending a serious

movement* from New York to dislodge him from his posts on the

Hu<l90n, and to occupy Albany his place of deposit. Two actions

were fought, in which great courage was displayed. Both armies

felt the magnitude of the stake ; every officer, and every soldier

acted, as if on his single arm the fate of the day depended. The
slaughter was great, especially of the British ; the glory was equal :•

to the enemy, for having sustained himself through two long and

sternly contested battles against superior numbers ; to America,

for having with raw troops, chiefly undisciplined militia, checked a

veteran army, conducted by a gallant and experienced chief, se-

conded with skill and ardour by his officers, and heroically support-

ed by his soldiers. The second action was speedily followed by

the surrender of the British force.! Conditions more favourable

than the relative situation of the armies authorized were granted

by the conqueror ; who in this act, as in all its appurtenances,

manifested an immutable attachment to the claims of humanity.

Conduct so estimable gave new lustre to the splendid victory, where

appearance with 500 Germans. Starke, uniting his niiiitia to the remains (200)

of a continental regiment under colonel Warner, judiciously decided to strike

Baum before he could complete iiitrenchments, begun for the purpose of strength-

ening his position. The assault was immediate and viiiorous ; and the enemy
was completely routed, most of the detachment being killed, wounded and taken.

Starke's conduct was not only verified by his success, but by the disclosure that

a reinforcement under lieutenant colonel Brecknam was hastening to join Baum,
The united force under Starke amounted to 2,000.

* This important operation was conducted by sir Henry Clinton, second in

command of the British army. He left New York early in October at the head
of 3,000 men; and by masterly manoeuvres entirely deceived general Putnam,
the American commander. On the 6th he carried the forts Clinton and Mont-
gomery by storm, which produced the immediate evacuation of the forts Inde-
pendeni e and Constitution. Thus with an inferior force did the British general
in a few days dispossess us of the Hudson river, believed to have been in a cbn«
dilion impregnable to any force then at the enemy's disposal. The military
conduct of sir Henry, during this expedition, carried with it manifestations of
genius far above the common order; but he stained his laurels, so gallantly
won, by the cruel conflagration of the defenceless town of Esopus, then the
depot of Tvonien and children.

•t The expedition of sir Henry Clinton up the Novth river no doubt induced
general Gates to admit, in the convention, the article which stipulated that th^
captive army should not seive against the United States until exchanged, and
should be permitted in the mean time to return to England. Nevertheless the
army of Burgoyne never did return to England, congress having for the first

time stifled the fair claims of its enemy, under colour of pretences as frivolouc
ak was the detention of the army unjustifiable. There was a very grreat dis-
proportion of force. Gates' army consisted of 9,000 continental troops, and
4,060 militia ; while that under Burgoyne amounted to 5,700 by the official

statement of the number surrendered, which of course includes persons of every
description. The Brirish general rated his fighting force at 3,500, and that of
Gates may be fairly estimated, including militia^ at 8,500.
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heroism was adorned by clemency ; illustrating the edifying truths

that glory is inseparable from virtue.

General Burgoyne in his official report, bestowed great praise
on his troops ; but e'specially on the able and active support derived
from the generals Philips, Keidezel and Frazier, the last of whom
fell in the second action, lamented and admired. Brigadier Arnold
and colonel Morgan, among a host of distinguished associates, took
the lead on the side of America, and were particularly regarded by
congress, and the nation, in (he burst ot applause which resound-
ed throughout the United States, on the happy conclusion of tJve

-northern campaign.
The reception of the rival leaders, by their respective govern^

ments, was as different as had been their fortune in battle. Gates was
enrolled among the most celebrated heroes of the world, by Con-
gress, country, and army ; while Burgoyne was hot permitted to
present himself to his sovereign, but, by the injustice of the very
cabinet to whose former preference he owed his elevation, was de?
prived of all the rewards of his long service, and died in disgrace
at court, adored by his gallant troops, the companions, the wit-
nesses of his toil and peril ; and esteemed by those of his country-
men, who would sensibly discriminate between incidental misfor-
tune and deserved infamy.

Where is the general who ever more prodigally risked his life in

his country's cause, than did the unfortunate Burgoyne ? where,
the army which more bravely executed its leader's will, than did
that which he conducted? what danger was avoided? what effort
unessayed ? what privation not submitted to ? what difficulties not
encountered ? But all terminated in disaster ; and the army, from
whose prowess so much was expected, yielded to its equal in cour-
age, to its superior in number.
To be unfortunate is to be disgraced : imperfect man ! infatuated

government! The Roman senate did not thus think : that illustrious

body of sages examined the intention ; the exertion, in conjunctioD
with the issue, and made up their decision accordingly. Vanquish-
ed generals have been reanimated by their unvanquished senate,
who, ever true to itself, was just to others. See Varro thanked
after the loss of the battle of Cannje, for not having despaired of
the commonwealth. See the great Fabius, although for a time ob-
scured by the machinations of detractors, hailed, in a long succes-
sion of the highest confidence, " the shield of his country." But
a Roman senate is too rarely to be found in the annals of power.

CHAPTER III.

T HILE this severe and eventful contest occupied the armies of
the north, Washington patiently waited the developement of sir
William Howe's intention. This officer, commanding in chief the
British forces, bad left New York with 18,0©0 men completely ap-
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pointed and equipped, under convoy of a powerful fleet, directed
by his brother lord Howe.

Weigliiiig from Sandy Hook, in July, the fleet steered for the
south, which general Washington supposed to be the intended
coyrse : but lest it might have been a feint to draw the American
army far from the Hudson, with a view of returning with the tirst

fair wind and scizitig West Point, the American J'hermopyla;, *

washed by that river ; Washmgton proceeded no farther south thau

to Bucks rounty, in Pennsylvania, sutlicienliy near, for his timely

interposition, should sir Williajn Howe suddet)ly change hi? direc-

tion. 'J'tierc, after a lapse of tive weeks, he received information,

that the fleet haJ entered the Chesapeake, and was standing up that

bay. PTe instantly decamped, and took a po*ition on White-Clay
creek, in the county of New Castle, state of Delaware, while bis

light troops extended to the vicinity of Elkton, in the state of Ma-

* Properly so termed, whether we reg.ird its natural difficuUic*, or its mili-

tary importance. The high lands begin their ascent a little above King's Ferry

on the Hudson, forty miles up the river from New York, commuuicating between
Stony and V'eiplank's Point. In Fennsylvania and Maryland the &anie lidge o(

mountains is known by the name of the North .Mountain, being the only one

which passes through all the northern Stati's. Continuing south, the Allegany,

misnamed the back bone of Anglican America, alisolutely sinks, before it reach-

es the southern limits of Virginia, into the Norili mountain, or Blue Ridge.

This spot, of precipice linked to precipice, now and then separated by a fissure

admitting the pass of men in single file, ruggei), sharp and steep, was selected

by Washington to hold safe the possession of the upper Hudson, indispensable

to the free egress and regress between the north and the south ; without which,

military resistance could not be upheld. This mountainous regior is com))uted

to be twenty miles in breadth, alike rugged and impeneirable on both sides of

the river near its martiin About midway, on its eastern bank, is Antony's Kose,

363 yards perpendicularly high; and opposite to it. 123 feet above the level of

flie river, is a spur of the mountain, with table land on its summit sufficient /"or

the erection of works, separated from another spur by Freploi.p's kill or creek,

(kill is t.ie Dutch woid for creek) presenting the same facilit)' Both these tops

were toitified : the first called P^ort Clinton, after the respectable and zealous

governor of the state of New York; and the last named Montgomery, aftei the

hero oi Qiiebac.

Antony s Kose, in its first step of ascent, is washed b}- Peekskill, which falls

into the Hudson, on ilie northern banks of which was erected Fort Independence ;

and six or seven miles above the Nose, towards the declivity of the high lands,

is Fort Constitution. These were our land defences.

In the ri'.er, between the water projection of the spur on whose summit stood

fort Clinton, and thi' base of Antony's Nos-e, here perpendicular, was sunk a

bo'jin oi mountain timber fasteiued together by all the li5i;aments of art, ponderous

and durHble. In fmnt of which was affixed to the rocky base of the mountain,

on each side of the river, an iron chain sixty tons in weight, whose every link

was two inches and a bulf square, and which in its sweep acfoss the river pre-

sented its point to the enemy in the channel. Behind the boom rode two frig-

ates, two galleys, and a sloop of war, commensurate with the theatre of action.

Thus were we prepared by water.

All the defiles, narrow and riitficull as they were by nature, were made more
difiicult by the rolling of rocks into them, and by felling trees across them, over

and through which the assailnnt must clamber and creep for many miles before

be could pie'-enl hims^-ir against our works.

This assemblage of defenses is known among us by the designation of West
Point, and couaiituted the primary object of Washington's care during the war.
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rj'land ; below which, at Cecil old court house, the enemy disem-

barked on the 2oth of August. With very little delay, sir William

advanced to Elkton, whence he moved to his left, preferring the

upper route, where the water-courses were fordable ; where, from

i:he presumed security of the farmers, provisions were more readily

procurable ; and ivhere he avoided those artificial impediments

known to be prepared for him on the lower route As soon as

this movement was ascertained by Washington, he broke up from
White Clay creek, and, turning to his ri2;ht, took post on the eastern

side of the Brandywine, fronting Chadsford, where he waited the

approach of his foe. Sir Williiun continued to advance by steady

marches, holding up the strength of his troo|>s, whose valour, he fore-

saw witii pleasure, would be tested in a few days.

Having reached Kennet'a Square on the 11th of September, not

more than six or seven miles from Ch.uisford, Howe advanced io

two columns :
* the right, inferior in force, and charged with the

care of the baggage, provisions, Arc, under the direction of lieu-

tenant general Knyphausen, took the road to Chadsford, with oiders

to delay passing ttte Brandywine, until the commencement of the

battle, by the left, should announce itself. This other column,

made up of the best corps, and consisting of nearly two thirds of
the whole force, commanded by sir William Howe in person, having

under him lord Cornwallis, diverged to the left ; and making an
extensive circuit, crossed the two branches of the Brandywine;
when turning down the river it approached the American right.

The battle soon began in "this quarter ; and quickly afterwards

Knyphauj^en forcing brigadier Maxwell, who commanded the light

iiiiantry stationed on the western side of the Brandywine, advanced
upon our left. Three small detachments, commanded by the lieu-

tenant colonels Parker, Heth, and Simms, of the Virginia line,

* Washington was quickly informed of tlio separation nftlie enemy's columns,

as he was subsequently informed not only of its continuance, but that the left

column was making a very circuitous sweep. Persuaded of the fact, he wisely

determined to pass the Brandywine with his whole force and strike at Knypliaue-

#11. In the very act of giving his orders to this effect, colonel Bland, of the Vir-

ginia horse, brought him intelligence which very much obscured, if it did not

contradict, the previous information; and the original judicious decision was
abandoned. Colonel Bland Was noble, sensible, honourable, and amiable j

but never intended for the department of military intelligence. The third regi-

ment of Virginia, fust Mercer's, who fell coverpd with glory at Princeton; next

Weedon's, at this time Marshall's, exhibited an example worthy of itself, its

country, and its leader. Alreai'.y high in reputation from the gallant stand

made by one battalion under major Leitch on York Islaud, when supporting the

brave colonel Knowlton in the first check given to the enemy, flushed with his

victory of Long Island, in which check Knowlton was killed and Leitrh mortal-

ly wounded, having received three balls successively through his body, at the

head of his victorious battalion ; from its fiimnes- on our retreat through iVew-

Jersey; from its intrepidity at Trenton, and its valour at Princeton, it now sur-

passed its pristine fame. Our loss amounted to 300 killed, 600 wounded, and
400 prisoners, chiefly wounded. Major g-neral de la Fayette and brigadier

Woodward were wounded. Sir William Howe stated in his ofticial report the

British loss to be only 100 killed, and 400 wouwded. The vanquished army will

always suffer most.
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were, early in the morning, separately and advantageously posted
by the brigadier, contiguous to the road, some distance in his front;

and captain Porterfield, with a company of infantry, preceded
these parties, with orders to deliver his fire as soon as he should
meet >.he van of the enemy, and then to fall back. This service
was handsomely performed by Porterfield, and produced the de-

sired effect. The British van pressed forward rapidly and incau-

tiously, until it lined the front of the detachment commanded by
lieutenant colonel Simms, who poured in a close and destructive

fire, and then retreated to the light corps. The leading officer of

the enemy was killed ; and the detachment suffered severely. The
contest which began on our right spread to our left, and was warm
in some parts of the American line ; and many of the corps distin-

guished themselves. The most conspicuous were the brigades of

Wayne and Weedon, and the third regiment of Virginia, command-
ed by colonel Marshall ;

* to which, with the artillery directed bj
colonel Proctor of Pennsylvania, much praise was given. Of these

the third regiment stood preeminent, part of Woodford's brigade :

it occupied the right of the American line ; and being advanced to*

a small eminence, some little distance in front, for the purpose of

holding safe that flank, it received the first shock of the foe. One
column moved upon it in front, while a second struck at its left.

Cut off from cooperation by the latter movement, it bravely sus-

tained itself against superior numbers, never yielding one inch o?

ground, and expending thirty rounds a man, in forty-five minutes.

It was now ordered to fall back upon Woodford's right, which was
handsomely accomplished by colonel Marshall, although deprived

of half his officers, where he renewed the sanguinary contest. The
regiment, having been much reduced by previous service, did not

amount to more than a battalion; but one field officer, the colonel,

and four captains, were wilh it. Marshall escaped unhurt, although

bis horse received two balls. Of the captains, two only, Blackwell
and Peyton, remained fit for duty. Chilton was killed, and Lee
mortally wounded. The subalterns suffered in proportion. Lieu-,

tenants White, Cooper, and ensign Peyton, were killed ; lieuten-

ants Mercer, Blackwell, and Peyton wounded. Thirteen non-com-
missioned officers, and sixty privates fell.

The opposing enemy was as severely handled ; and the leading

officer of one of the columns, with several others, was killed. The
action closed with the day, in our defeat.

CHAPTER IV.

Washington retired during the night to Chester
; t whencfe-

he decamped the next morning. Taking the route to Philadelphia,

* Father of chief justice Marshall.

tit is worthy of remark that Howe was but 18 miles^ from Philadel-

phia ; and Washington, who reached Chestei on the night of the baitlf

$ More probably 25 mile^.—soTfi BY THE fit.
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and crossing the Schuylkill, he moved up that river, halted one
day at Gerraantown, then recrossed it near Svvedesford, and
gained the Lancaster road. On the 13th he advanced to meet the
enemy, who, after three days' r('[)ose on the tield of battle, quitted
the lirandytvine, pointing his march to the upper fords of the
Schuylkill. A violent storm, accompanied by a deluge of rain,
stopped the renewal of battle on the followinjf day, near the War-
ren tavern on the load from Philadelphia to Lancaster ; for which
the two armies were arrayed, and in uhich the van troops were
engaged. Separated by the tempest, the American general exert-
ed himself to replenish his ammunition, destroyed by the fall of
water, from the insecurity of our * cartouch boxes and artillery
tumbrels ; while the British general pursued his route across the
Schuylkill, directing his course to the American metropolis. Con-
tiguous to the enemy's route, lay some mills stored with tlour, for
the use of the American army. Their destruction was deemed
necessary by the commander in chief; and his aid-de camp, lieu-
tenant colonel Hamilton,! attended by captain Lee,| with a small
party of his ttoop of horse, were despatched in front of the enemy
with the order of execution. The mill, or mills, stood on the
bank of the Schuylkill. Approaching, you descend a long hill

leading to a bridge over the mili-race. On tile summit of this hill

two videts were posted ; and soon after the party reached the mill*,
lieutenant colonel Hamilton took jjossession of a flat bottomed boat
for the purpose of transporting himself and his comrades across the
river, should the sudden approach of the enemy render such re-

treat necessary. In a little time this precaution manifested his
sagacity : the lire of the videts announced the enemy's appearance.
The dragoons were ordered instantly to embark. Of the smtll
party, four with the lieutenant colomd jumped into the boat, the
van of the enemy's horse in full view, pressing down the hill in
pursuit of the two videts. Captain Lee, with the remaining two,
look the decision to regain the bridge, rather than detain the boat.

Hamilton was committed to the flood, s-trug'^iing against a violent

current, increased by the recent rams ; while Lea put his safety

on the speed and soundness of his hoise.

was si.xteen miles distant, the Delaware on his right, the Schuylkill in his front,

and his enemy on his left. Was it not surprising that thje Bricisii general did
Iiot perceive and seize the advantage, so plainly before him, by a forced march
as soon as his troops had snatched food and rest i*

* Among tlie many and afflicting disadvantages imposed on the American
general, the insufficiency of the implemenis covering our powder, was not the

least. There existed anotlier ground of liisparit}-, which continued nearly to

the end of the war—inferioiity of arms. Some of our musketry were wiiliout

bayonets', and not a single brigade had muskets of the same caliber ; by whic^h

means, a corps expending its ammunition, could not use that of an adjoining

corps. The latter deficiency is imputable to our poverty, as arms in that stage

of the war could only be piocured by purchase from abroad; but tlie fprmer is

justly to be ascribed to the criminal supinenets of out contractors, as we aboun,d-

ed ill leather and good workmen.
t The celebrated Alexander Hamilton.

J Henry Lee, afterwards lieutei;iaut colonel Lee, ofthelsgion Cvi^alty.

S
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The allention of the enemy beiug engaged by Lee's posh for (lie

bridge, delayed Uie attack upon the boat for a few minutes, and

thus affortled to Hamilloo a better chance of escape. The two

vidcts preceded Lee as he reached the bridge ; and himself with

the two dragoons safely pasfed it, although the enemy's front sec-

tion emptied their, carbines and pi.«tols* at the distance of ten or

twelve paces. Lee's apprehension for the safety of Hanailton con-

tinued to increase, as he heard volleys ol" carbines dischar(^ed upon
the boat, which were returned by guns singly and occasionally.

He trembled for the probable issue ; and as soon as the pursuit

ended, which did not long continue, he des*patched a dragoon to the

commander in chief, describing, with feelmgs of anxiety, what had

passed, and his sad presage. His letter was scarcely perused by
Washington, before Hamilton himself appeared ; and, ignorant ot

the contents of tiie paper in the gejieral's hand, renewed bis atten-

tion to the ill-boding separation, with the probability that his friend

Lee had been cut off; inasmuch as instantly after he turned for the

bridge, the British horse reached the mill, and commenced theif'

operations- upon the boat.

VVashiiigion with joy relieved his fears, by giving to his aid-de--

camp the captain's letter.

Thus did fortune smirle upon these two young soldiers, already

united in friendship, which ceased only with life. Lieutenant colo-

nel Hamilton escaped unhurt ; but two of his four dragoons, with

one of the boatmen, weie wounded.

CHAPTER V.

J^IR William Howe, having passed the Schuylkill on the 23d,

pursued by easy marches bis route to Philadelphia.

On the 26th he took a position in the village of Germantovvn,

seven or eight miles di^tant from the city, which was on the follow-

ing day possessed by lord Cornwallis with one division of the army.

The position of Germantown has some adv'aotagcs, mingled with

many dis idv anlages. Its right is acce-JS'hle witli ease; and its cen-

tre presents no ob-truction from superiority of ground, to the

jtssailant. Its chief, if not sole advantage, consisted in the safety

of the left, and its proximity to Philadelphia, which city it was ne-

cessary to secure. A few miles more remote is Chesnut hill,

which sir William mi<iht have occupied, and where he might have

defied annoyance. This ground probably did not escape his obser-

vation ; but it was not so near to Philadelphia, and, what was more
to be regarded, too remote to permit him to give his undivided ex-

* The fire of cavalry is at best innocent, especially in quick motion, as was
then the case. The strength anri activity of the horse, the precision and celerity

of evolution, the adroitness of the ritler, boot-top to b ot-top, and the keen edge
of the sabre, with fiimti-s of grouiir!, and skill in the leader, constitute their

7ast power, so often derisive in the day of battle.
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ertions towards the opening of the Delaware to liis fleet, on whose
propinquity depended the sufety of his army.

The possession of Philadelphia, however anxiously desired, and

highly rated by the British ministry, did not produce any of those

advantageous resulis, so contidently expected : nor indeed could

the discriininatiiig statesman have justly calculated upon extensive

benefit from the achievement. The American nation is spread

over a vast region ; the »reat body of whose population live upon
their farms, pursumg exrlusively the occupations of agriculture.

The loss of a town, though the first, is not felt by a people thus

situated, as it is in Eurojie, where whole countries resemble a con-

tinued village ; and wheie the commercial and manufacturing inter-

ests have spread and ramifi'^d themselves to a considerable extent.

However the loss of Philadelphia may have advanced the hopes of

the British nation and government, it fvas slightly regarded by the

states and congress. This body of virtuous sages had discerned,

by dee[) examination of the resources of the United States, that

the nation's safety was not endangered by such fleeting occurrences ;

they placed, under God, their coiifideoce in the fidelity of their

fellow citizens, in the courage of their armies, in the purit> and
wisdom of their genei^al in chief, and in the fiscal ability of the

nation ;* on all of which they had a right to count with certainty,

dreadfully as the last failed from the imbecilty of the govern-
ment.

Experience too had not withheld its chastening admonition.!

New York had before fallen, after having been held too long, fr6m

tlie influence which, in a free country, the public wish will ever

possess, even over the stern soldier. By obedience to the impulse

[lowing from this cause, the main body of the American army had

been risked improvidently in the bold attempt to hold that city
;

and with much difficulty and much loss, did the commander in chief

extricate his army, from the perils in which it had been conse-

quently involved.

Washington, following sir William Howe with a view to place

himself in a strong position at a convenient distance, ready to seize

the first fit opportunity to measure swords with his antagonist, en-

* The congress was composed of deputies from the several states, and resem-

bled more a diploinaiic corps executing the will of the sovereign, than the sover-

eign commanding the execution of its will. It cannot excite surprise to the re-

flecting reader, mat our finances, under such auspices, soon soiik.

t It Is natural for the inhabitants of the same country to feel for ihe losses

and injuries of any portion of their countrymen from the operations of a con»-

mon enemy. This influence is accompanied b)' a disposition to criminate him
who may be intrusted with the threction of the means of protection, sliarpened

by an indisposition to retribute those who lose by not receiving that protectioii

however strongly called for by equity. To save New York, our second, if not

first town, was the wish of all ; and Washington, shyring in tliis feeling with his

fellow citizens, seems to have indulged his incli.iation too far upon this occa-

sion. After various marclies and manoeuvres, and some loss, the erroneous plan

was concluded by the fall of Fort Washington, wiUi a numerous garrison, whose
aid in the field could ill be spared.
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camped on the western side of Skippack creek, about sixteen mileSt

from Germantown.
Both generals now turned their attention to the river impedi-

ments : the one, to open a passage for his fleet, which, after disem-

barking the army, had returned to sea,destin»^d for the Delaware ; the

other, to impede, as long as was practicable, this much desiredjunc-

tion. The American general had neglected no means within his

power to stop the advance of the fleet, by ^jreparing to maintain

the defence of the various obstructions fixed in the channel of the

river. With this view, two fortresses had been erected : one on

Mud Island, denominated Fort Mifflin, after general Mitflin, since

governor of Pennsylvania ; and the other at Billingsport, on a point

of land, opposite to the lower line of chevaux-de frise, of which

three rows, formed of the heaviest timber, strengthened and point-

ed V, ith iron, had been sunk across the channel. Billingsport was
abandoned on tlie approach of a detachment, under colonel Stir-*

ling, sent to dislodge the American garrison ; and a high bluff on

the same side of the river, opposite to Mud Island, called lied

Bank, was fortified, which with Fort Mililin protected the two up-

per lines of chevaox-de-frise. Above, and near to these, was

stationed our maritime force, consisting of row-galleys, floating

batteries, fire ships, and rafts. The fortification of Red Bank con-

sisted of an intrenchment and redoubt, called Fort Mercer, in com-
memoration of brigadier general .Mercer, of N'irginia, who died of

his wounds received at the battle of Princeton, nobly sustaining

his beloved commander, in consummating the masterly movement
made by him from his position in front of lord Cornwallis at Tren-

ton ; by which single stroke, was liberated nearly the whole state

cf New Jersey.

Officers were selected to command at these particular posts, high

in the confidence of the commander in chief; and the naval force

was committed to commodore H'lzel'.vood.

: Great were the exertions of sir \Villiam Howe to restore the

navigation ; and equally great were the effoits of Washington to

hold it occluded. Aware that the necess.<ry operations to reduce
the forts, Mercer and Mifflin, would cali for considerable detach-

ments from the British army, the American general continued

in his position at Skippack Creek, wilhin reach of his enemy, still

jencamped in the village of Germanto;vn, patiently watching for the

opportune moment, to strike his meditated blow.

Cautious as Washington undoubtedly was, his caution was ex-

xeeded by his spirit of enterprise. He resembled Marcellus
rather than Fabins, notwithstanding his rigid adherence to the
Fabian policy durmg our w;tr. Ardent, and impetuous by nature,

he bad, nevertheless, subjected his passions to his reason ; and
could with facility, by his hal)itual self-control, repress his incjina-

tions whenever his judgment forbade their indulgence ; the whole
'tenor of his military life evinces uniform and complete self command.

Province Island, close to the Pennsylvania shore, and contiguous
to Mud Isliind, had been possessed by general Howe, with a view
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tO' hasten the full of Fort Mifflin. This service, with other accoiii'-

panying claims on his force, compelled him to draw rather improvi*
dently from his main body, already weakened by hts occupation of
Philadelphia, with a considerable detachment under lord Cora^
wailis.

Understanding the condition of his foe, Washington decamped on
the evening of th»„ third of October, and, moving with secrecy and
Gircum!i[>ectiori, attacked the enemy in his camp at Germantown;
early in the morning of the fourth. The commencement was
favourable; but, by the failure of punctual cooperation, and the
brave stand of colonel Musgrave with six companies of the fortieth

regiment at Chew's house on the discomfiture of the British van^
the llattering dawn was soon and sadly changed.

Washington was compelled to retire ; which he effected with
ease, the enemy showing no disposition to risk serious pursuit. Ouf
ioss Was considerable, and unh:ippily augmented by the captivity

of the ninth Virginia regiment and its brave colonel, Mattheivs,

who hail, with a part of the sixth, led by colonel Towles, victori-

ously pierced into the midst of the British army, where, gallantly

contending unsupported, he was compelled to surrender.

Here, as at Rrandywine, some of our corps greatly distinguished

them«;elves. Major general Sullivan's division made up chiefly

of the Maryland line, did honour to its general, and its slate

;

especially the brigade commanded by Conw;iv, who led into battle

on the right. Such partial etforts, however honourable to the par-
ticular troops, never can terminate in victory : this precious fruif

is only to be plucked by the co-operating skill and courage of the
whole body. The loss of the British in killed and wounded was
nearly equal to that sustained by us, which did not exceed siic

hundred.*
The sudden change which we experienced was attributed to the

delay of the left column's entrance into action,! to the fog of the
morning which was uncommonly dense, and to the halt at Chew's
house. These certiiinly were the ostensible causes of the defeat

j

and some of them lightly contributed to our disaster. A critical

examination of the operations of that day, however, will lead all

"impartial inquirers to one conclusion : namely, that althougfi the

fog withheld from us the important adv^intagp, resulting to assailing

troops, from a clear view of the enemy's incipient measures to

repel the assault ; and although the halt at Chew's house had cooiU

ed the ardour, which, at the beginning, success had infused into our
soldiers

;
yet these incidents could not have produced the disastrous

change in the fortune of the day.

* Besides the ninth regiment, but few prisoners were taken. The whole
amounted to 400, wluch, added to our killed and wounded, gave a total of
1000.

t The left column was under the order of major genera! Greene. Some
attempts at that time were made to censure that officer ; but they were too fee-

ble to attract notice, when levelled at a general whose uniform conduct had
already placed him high in the confi<tence of his chief aud of ibe aimy.
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Bat this turn must be ascribed to deeper causes : to the yet

imperfect discipline of the American army; to the brok'^n spirit

of the troops, who, from d;iy lo dny. and from month to month, had

been subjected to the most trying and strength-wasting privations,

through the improvidence, or inabihly of government ; to (hr- mex-
perience of the tribe of generals ; and to the complication of the

plan of assault : a complication said to have heen unavoidable.

The halt at* Chew's house was taken after some leliberation,

as the writer well recollects ; beihg for that day in the suite of the

commander in chief, with a troop of dragoons charged with duty

near his person.

Many junior officers, at the head of whom where colonel Picker-

ing and lieutenant colonel Hamilton, urged with zeal the propriety

of passing the house. Brigadier Knox opposed the meisure with

earnestness, denouncing the idea of leaving an armed force in the

rear ; and, being always high in the general's confidence, hi- opin-

ion prevailed. A llag of truce was instantly despatched to summon
the British colonel, while appropriate bodies of troops were pre-

pared to compel his submission. As had been suggested, the sum-

mons was disregarded by Musgrave, who persevered in his judi-

cious d»'fence ; and captain Smith, of the first Virginia regiment,

deputy adjutant general, bearing the flag, fell with it waving in his

hands. Thirsting after military fame, and devoted to his country,

he obeyed with joy the perilous order ; advanced through the

deadly fire pouring from the house, pi-esuming that the sanctity of

his flag would at length be respected ; vain expectation ! he fell

before his admiring comrades, a victim to this generous presump-
tion.

Unfortunatet as was the issue of the battle at Germantown, it

manifested the unsubdued, though broken spirit, of the American
army : and taught the enemy to expect renevval of combat, when-
ever adequacy of force or fitness of opportunity should authorize

repetition of battle : it gave, too, animation to the country at large,

exciting in congress, and in the people, invigorated zeal in the great

cause in which they were engaged.

B.
CHAPTER VF.

OTH armies having resumed their former positions, the respec-

tive leaders, with renovated vigour, directed their views to the car-

dinal point, of all their movements, and all their conflicts.

* Colonel Musgrave ami the fortieth regimfiiit rcccivetl the cordial thanks of

sir William Howe, and were held up to the army as an example for imitation.

Nor was the applause, which was lavishly bestowed upon Musgrave, restrict-

ed to America. It resounded in Great Britain ; and the successful colonet
rereiveJ a letter from the British monarch, expressing his sense of his meritori'^

his conduct.

t Coiigress voted their thanks to the general and army, expressing withouf
reserve their .ipprobation of the plan of battle, and of the courage exhibited

on the occasion.
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Howe felt and understood the late bold attempt of his adversary ;

and, withdrawing from his position in Germantown, concentrated

his force in the vicinity of Philadelphia, strengthening his camp by

field works, which in effect increased his disposable force.

He soon became convinced that the dislodgement of the Ameri-

can garrisons from the forts, Mifflin and Mercer, was an indispensa-

ble prerequisite to the opening of the passage of the river, where
the admiral and fleet had arrived from the Chesapeake, prepared to

co>operate in removing those obstructions ; and immediate mea'

sures were taken towards the accomplishment of this object.

A detachm€M»t of Hessians, led by colonel count Donop, crossed

the Delaware from Philadelphia, and took the route for Fort Mer-

cer A few miles only in its van, was a reinforcement for the post

of Mud Island, sent by Washington, under lieutenant colonel Simms,

of the sixth Virginia regiment.*

Simms continued to precede Donop, and reached the fort at Red
Bank, the evening before the enemy appeared. No doubt existed

but that Donop would make his assault the next day Simms en-

treated colonel Greene, of the Rhode Island line, commandant in

Fort Mercer, to avail himself of the accidental aid under his com-
mand. To this proposal Greene readily assented ; and a disposi-

tion was accordingly made of the united force, to receive the assail-

ant. Matured reflection, in the course of the night, induced col-

onel Greene to renounce the welcome and seasonable aid before

accepted. He considered thuit the detachment under lieutenant

colonel Simms was destined for Mud Island, a place of the highest

importance ; and vvhich, for ought he knew, might be attacked by

the fleet and army at the moment of the intended assault upon him-

self. He revolved in his mind the weighty responsibility he should

assume, by changing the disposition of the commander in chief,

increased tenfold should an attack be made upon Fort Mifflin, desti-

tute of the aid sent to contribute to its defence.

These soldier-like reflections determined this gallant officer to

rely solely upon his inferior force, which he directed to resume its

original dis])osition, assigning his entire corps to that part of the

works heretofore contracted to fit his strength ; nor could the per-

severing solicitations of lieutenant Colonel Simms, seconded by

the anxious wishes of his troops, shake the fixed resolve of Greene.

•Lieutenant colonel Simms, after passing the Delaware below Bristol, arriv-

ed, with the detachment under his command, at Moore's Town, eight miles from

Cooper's ferry, opposite Philadelphia, about ten o'clock at night. He was in^

formed that a detachment of the enemy were crossing at that ferry ; the safety

of his detachment required that he should ascertain whether the enemy were

actually crossing the Delaware or not; and he immediately, will} a small

escort of dragoons, proceeded with great circumspection to the ferry, and found

that the information he had received was not true ; nor could he discover any

movement of troops in the city. A party of militia were posted at the trrry,

TVhom lieutenant colonel Simms found asleep; being roused and informed of their

danger from such negligence, they providentially escaped certain destruciion ;.

for before the dawn of day, the van of Donop's corps had landed with hope o'

striking them.
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Disappointed in bis sought participation of the terrible cooflict

impending, this zealous oflicer hastened to his destined post, to

share with the commandant of Mud Island the dangers of his ardu-

ous and momentous struggle.

Filing oft through the postern gate of the fort, he embarked in

boats prepared to transport his detachment to the Island. This

aioveraent was quickly disceraed by count Donop. who, having

some hours before arrived, was engaged in the necessary prepara-

tions for attack.

Not doubting, from what he saw, that the garrison was attempt-

ing to escape, Donop rehnquished his |)reparation!i, though abso-

lutely requisite, and arrayed his troops for assault. Rushing on to

our works, he entered that part of them designedly abandoned, in

consequence of the contraction made by Greene ; and, finding these

evacuated, his temerity increased ; of which the American com-
mandant took full advantage. Having approached, tumultuously,

close to the muzzles of our guns, a severe fire from the garrison en-

sued, which vv:is so fatal in its eftects as to destroy instantly every hope

of success. The gallant Donop fell, mortally wounded ; and the

carnage vvas so dreadful a? to render immediate flight on the part

of the survivors indispensable. Nor was the naval diversion, in

favour of the assault by land, free from disaster. The Augusta, a

ship of the line, and Merlin sloop of war, part of the squadron

employed on this occasion, were both lost : the tirst, by tire ucci-

dently communicated ; the last, having grounded, was purposely

^^estroyed.

Thus was requited scrupulous adherence to military obedience.

The hero of Fort Aleicer received with universal acclamation the

honour conferred on him by congress, so nobly earned ;* which,

* In Congress, November 4, 1777.

Resolved, thai congress have a high sense of the merit of colonel Greene,

and the otiiceis and men under his connnand, in their late gallant defence of

the fort at Red Bank, on Delaware river, and that an elegant sword be provkled

by the board of war, and presented to colonel Greeae.
Extract from ilic Diinntes.

Charles Thompson, secVy.

War office of the United States, )

New York, June 7, 1786. J
Sir,

I have the lionour to transmit to j-on, the son and legal representative of the

iate niemoictble and gallant colonel Greene, the sword directed to be iireseiited

to hiui by tlie resolve of congress of the 4th November, 1777.

The repulse and defeat of the Germans, at tlie fui t of lied Bank on the Del-

aware, is justl}' considered as one of the most brilliant actions of the late war.

The glory of that event is inseparably attached to tlie memory of your late

iatlier and his brave garrison. The manner ia which the supreme authority of

the United Stales are pleased to express llieir high sense of his military meiit,

and tlie lionourable instrument which they annex in testimony thereof, must be

peculiarly precious to a son emulative of his father's virtues.

The circumstances of the war prevented the obtaining and delivery of the

sword previous to your father's being killed at Croton river, in the year I7ii0.

On tliat cntaftrnphe his country mourned the sacriiiee of a panLol and eoldicr,

and mingled it^s tears with tliose of his family.
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through the eventful vicissitudes of after service, he sustained with

unfading lustre.

This successful resistance, on the part of the Americans, wa<5

soon followed by the exhilarating intelligence from the north, plac-

ing out of doubt the surrender of Burs;oyne and his army.

To protract as long as possible the defence of the obstructions to

the river navigation, became more and more dear to VVashingtocL:

for, with the reinforcements to be derived from the Northern ar^

tny, he flattered himself to be at length able to act with that vigour,

his own temper had invariably courted ; but which his impotent

condition had prevented. Could he have left a sufficient force io

his camp at White Marsh, to which position he had advancedon
the enemy's retreat to Philadelphia, to protect his ho?pitais and

stores in Bethlehem, Reading, and their vicinity, he would have

placed himself on the western heights of the Schuylkill, whence he

could with facility have driven the enemy from Province Island,*

by which establishment Fort Mifflin was e.'senti.illy endangered.

This movement on the part of Washington, must have compelled

sir William Howe to venture the perilous operation of fighting his

enemy on his own ground, passing a river into b;i,ttle, or passing -it

above or below him. The latter was the most r«ady approach :

but very disadvantageous was the access, through the intermediate

marshes of the Delaware and the Schuylkill ; nor wa,s it easy to

convey artillery, baggage, and the ammunitions of war, through

those humid grounds ; and delay in the operation would endanger

the health of his troops. ">

To pass above Washington comported better with a due regard

to the health, the comfort, and the labour of his army ; but to this

course were annexed weighty objections. The route ivould be'

extensive ; it would place Howe, when he reached the western

banks of the Schuylkill, too remote from Philadelphia : a weak gac-

rison, if left there, must fall if strm'k at ; an adequate garrison he

could not spare, in his then effective strength.

Whatever choice he might adopt in the ditlicult condition, to

which the transfer of the American head quarters to the western

heights ot the Schuylkill, opposite to the city must have reduced

him ; it is very certain, his decision, when taken, would be replete

That the patriotic and iTiilitary virtues of your honourable father may influ-

ence your conduct in every case in which your country may require your services^

i^ the sincere wish of
Your most obedient

and very humble servant,

H. KNOX,

toB Orebne, Esa.

A small detachment vtras landed on Province Island with a view to expel the

enemy engaged in erecting this hatteiy. Major Vatap, who commanded the

British covering party, abandoned most shamefully the artillery, which was

however retaken by a subaltern officer. The above is stated by Mr. Stedman,

whose history of the American war is marked by an invariable disposition to

record the truth. I believe it is the single instance of dastardly conduct among

the British officers during the war. Vatap belonged to the tenth regiment, anrl

was obliged to quit the service, and sell out below the regulated price.

4
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u'ith hazard. Our army being reinforced from the north, with the

failhfal l):)ttalioii!= of New England, flu-hed with victory, and snr-

|>:i-.«ing. if po9!»ibl<i, their comrades in devotion to the American

chief; even upon equal ground, the battle would have been keenly

contested, and m'lst have been profusely bloody.

Victory, on the side of America, presented tlie richest rewards,

peace and independence. Exhortations, drawn from such sources,

could not have been applied without effect. But suppose sir Wil-

liam Howe to have readily surmounted the presumed obstacles te

his advance, and to have approached the American army, he would

have found Washington in a position selected by himself, ready for

battle. Bloody must have been the conflict, and uncertain the

event. Yet it may be fairly suggested, had fortune continued to

cling to sir William Howe, such would have been the obstinacy of

the cont'st, that, situated as he wa', it was highly probable all the

advantages resulting from the battle would have been gathered by

his adversary. Nothing short of a complete victory, followed by

the de-truction of his enemy, could have relieved the British gen-

eral ; vvhicli, in existing circumstances, was scarcely possible
;

wlvreasa well fought day, crippling both armies, would in its con-

sequences have produced decisive benefits to his antagonist. Fort

Mitflm, still sustaining itself against the persevering exertions of

the enemy, could never have been reduced by the debilitated foe
;

and the junction of the fleet, on which depended the safety of the

army, never could have been effected.

Delighted as was Washington tvitli a prospect so magnificent, he
had, on the first intimation of the piobable issue to the northeru

campaign, given orders to general Gates, to hasten to his succour a

portion of that army, as soon as the state of things would warrant a

separation of his force. Meanwhile, restricted as he was to infe-

rior number*, he continued to exert every mean in his power to

sii()port Mud Island ; whose comtnandant, count d'Arenat, having

bi^Kn disabled by indisposition to execute the duties of his station,

lieutenant colonel Smith,* of the Maryland line, second in com-
mand, supplied his place. On litis active and determined officer and

his brave garrison, the attention of both armies was turned ; each
being justly impressed with the momentous result of successful re-

sistance

iSmith felt the high responsibility devolved upon him, and was
well apprised of the vast odds against which he had to contend.

Unhappily the commodore and himself soon disagreed ; an event,

no doubt, productive of injurious effects to the service. Never-
theles!!, lieutenant colonel Smith, and his gallant garrison, pre-

served the most imposing countenance, submitting to every priva-

tion, surmounting every difficulty, and braving every danger.

* Now general Samuel Smith of Maryland, and senator of the United States.
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CHAPTER vn.

A HE enemy increased his works on Province Island, mounling
them with thirty-two pounders; which being conipleted on the 9tli

of November, a demolisliing cannonade took place witiiout delay,
and continued without intermission ; being erected wiihiti ibtir or
five hundred yards ofthe nearest defences on Mnd IsLmd, the block-
houses were soon battered down ; and the breach, in that qn-uter,
encouraged immediate resort to the ultimiife operation*, which
would most likely have been attempted, had not the heroic stand made
by colonel Greene at Fort Meicer presented an admonition too im-
pressive to be disregarded by an oflioer of sir William Howe's pru-
dence. This attempt was considered by lieuti^uant colonel Smith,
not only practicable but probable ; and he advi-ed the withdrawal
ofthe troops. Nor was his counsel unsupported by the actual con-
dition ofthe fort and garrison : the first dismantled in various points^
and the second always greatly inadequate in strength, ar;d now ex-
tremely incapacitated, by fighting, watching, and working for close
and stubborn action. Indeed so desperate was the prospect, and so
probiible the last appeal, that colonel Smith assembled his officers,

for the purpose of deciding on the course to be ptirsued ; when,
with one voice it was determined that, should the expected event
take place, and the enemy succeed in forcing the outer works, the
garrison should retreat to an inclosed intrenchment in the centre
of the fort, and there demand quarters ; which, if refused, a match
should be instantly applied to the magazine, and themselvC'^, with
their enemy, buried in one common ruin.

Washington, still s;ingiiine in his expectation of being soon formi-

dably reinforced from the army under Gates, frowned upon every
suggestion of evacuation. He established a small camp in New
Jersey under brigadier Varnum, contiguous to Fort Mercer, for the
purpose of aflfording daily relief to the garrison of Mud Island,

whose commandant received orders to defend it to the last ex-

tremity.

The enemy, from his ships below, and from his batte- Novetn,

ries on Province Island, and the heigiits above Schuylkill, lOih.

continued to press his attack witli renewed vigour and increased

effect. In the course of the fierce contest, lieutenant colonel

Smith received a contusion from the shattered walls of Nove.n

the fort, which, obliging him to retire, the command Uth.

devolved on his second lieutenant colonel Simms. who con- JVovem

tinned to sustain the defeiice with unyieldiiig firmness, until y^^h.

he was relieved by colonel Russell, of Massachusetts, who Noveiu,

preserved the undaunted resistance uniformly exhibited. 13tl).

Russell and his officers, being unacquainted with the condi-

tion of the works, and some movement indicating a determina-

tion to storm the fort being discovered, lieutenant colonel Si.mms

proposed to the retiring garrison to remain until 4lie next day.

This proposition was generously assented to ; and the united force
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repaired to their post, determined to defend, at every hazard, our
dilapidated works. In ihe course of the night, a floating hattery

was descried, falHng down the river, the precursor, as was suppos-

ed, of the long expected ur<sault. But whatever may have been
the enemy's design, it proved abortive ; as only that single battery

reached us, which was soon silenced by our guns, and abandoned
by its? crew.

Novem. Russell was succeeded by major Thayer, of the Rhode
l*th. Island line, an officer singularly qualified for the arduous

condition in which he was placed. Resistance could not slacken,

under such a leader Entering with ardour into the wishes of his

general, he laboured ivith diligence, during the night, to repair the

destruction of the day ; he revived the hopes of his brave soldiers,

by encouraging them to count on ultimate success ; and retrieved

their imj)aired strength, by presenting tn their view the rich har-

vest of reward and glory, sure to follow in the train of victory.

The terrible conflict became more and more desperate Not the

tremendous fire from Province i^^land and the heights of Schuylkill,

not the thunder from the hostile fleet, nor the probable sudden co-

operation of the army down the river, could damp the keen and

soaring courage of I'hayer. Cool and discriminiiting amidst sur-

rounding dangers, he held safe the great stake committed to his

skill and valour.

A new assailant now presented itself. Between Province and

Mud Islands, water and time had worked a ship channel, on high

tide, through a mere gut, which had never been observed by those,

on whose examination and information, the defence- in the river

and on the island had been planned and executed. A succession

of high tides for several preceding days, it is supposed, had at this

period added considerably to the width and depth of this channel.

However this may be, it is certain that this pass was first shown by
the enemy, prepared to apply the advantage it bestowed.

An East Indiaman, cut down to its depth of water, was, by the

skill ;ind perseverance comnjon to British seamen, readily brought
to the desired station, close to the fort. Thayer saw himself gone,

unless the commodore could crush this unexpected and decisive

operation. He lost not a moment in reporting his changed condi-

tion, and claiming immediate relief. Hazelwood felt with the same
heart the altered and menaced state to which Fort Mifflin was re-

duced ; but all his t fforts to repel this new enemy were ineffectual.

Nothing now remained tor the valiant Thayer, but to abandon the

high-prized station. He retired in the second night of his Novem.
comnumd, admired by the brave garrison who had ex- 15th.

perienced the value of his able predecessors, and honoured by the

commander in chief, though compelled to a measure fatal to his

wisely projected and vfell supported system.

Notwithstanding the loss of Fort Mifflin, Washington was very-

unwilling to abandon Fort Mercer, knowing that the northern re-

inforcement must soon arrive ; to accelerate whose progress, he
had some time before despatched lieutenant colonel Hamilton. He
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{consequently determined to counteract lord Cornwallis's operations,

who, after Donop's repulse, had been detached across the Dela-

ware with a respectable force, and was now moving upon Fort

Mercer. To this end, major general Greene, by his order, enter-

ed New Jersey with a considerable detachment, to be strengthen-

ed by the tirst division of the troops expected from the north.

Disappointed in the promised aid, and very inferior to his enemy
in nu(nber, who had been reinforced in his march by troops just

arrived from New York, Greene could not act oflensively : the

JJovem, Fort of Red Bank was consequently evacuated ; and the

18ih. two generals rejoined without delay their respective

leaders.*

VVashmglon, soon after sir "William Howe retired from German-

town, had advanced, as before mentioned, to White Marsh, within

reach of the enemy ; a strong position, rendered stronger by the

application of art and labour, wherever requisite. On the return

of lord Cornwallis from New Jersey, the British general resolved

to bring the American army to battle ; with which view he moved

from Philadelphia on the 4th of December, and took post on Ches-

nut Hill, distant three miles from White Marsh. Here he passed

two days, making many demonstrations of a general assault. On
the third he changed his ground, and encamped in fr*)nt of our left,

the most vulnerable part of Wnshiugton's position, as it might have

been turned by pursuing the old York road ; which measure would

infallibly have produced b.itlle, or have forced retreat. Here the

British general renewed his demonstrations of assault ; and lord

Cornwallis engaged the light troops on our left flank, who were

driven in, after a sharp rencontre, in which .najor Morris, of New
Jersey, was mortally oanded. This oflicer's distinguished merit

had pointed him out to the commander in chief, as |)eculiarly cal-

culated for the ritie regiment, made up with a view to the most

perilous and severe service, and which had, under its celebrated

colonel (Morgan,) eminently maintained its renown in the Inte try-

ing scenes of the memorable campaign in the north ; in all of which

Morris bore a conspicuous part. His loss was deeply feU. and

universally regretted, being admired for his exemplary courage,

and beloved for his kindness and benevolence. Tliii skirmish con-

cluded the manifestations of battle exhibited by Howe. Here-

turned to Philadelphia, unequivocally acknowledging by his retreat,

that his adversary had at length attained a size which forbade the

risk of battle on ground chosen by himself.}

Truth, spoken m terms so imperative: would have conveyed to

the British minister salutary admonition, had his mind been open

to its reception. This was the period for the restoration of the

* Glover's brigade, the van of the northern reinforcement, did not, as was

expected, reach major general Greene ; whereas lord Cornwallis united to his

corps a reinforcement lately arrived in the river fro.n New York.

t Washington, on receiving intelligence of Howe's retreat, said, " Bt-tter

would it have been for sir William Howe to have fought without victory, than

thus to declare his inabilitv,"
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blessings of peace ; and the loss of one army, with the late une-

quivocal declaration* of the British commander in chief, ought to

have led to the acknowledsemont of our iiuk-pendenco, and to the

renewal of amity, with preferential commercial intercourse
;
thus

saving the useless waste of blood and tren^nre which followed,

stopping the increase of irritation which twenty years of peace

have not eradicated, and preventing the alliance soon after eti'ect-

ed, between their ancient enemy and these stales—the |.rohlic

parent of great and growing ills to Great Britain and to America.

CHAPTER VIII.

IxOWE'S abandonment of the (ield, and the rigour of the sea-

sun, induced the American general to prepare for winter quar-

ters. Comparing the various plans suggested by his own compre-

hensive mind, and by the assisting care of those around him, he

adopted a novel experiment, the issue of which gave increase of

fame to his already highly honoured name, lie determined to hold

his main force in one compact body, and to place some light troops,

horse and foot, with corps of militia in his front, contiguous to the en-

emy, for the double purpose of defending the farmer from the out-

rage's of marauders, and of securing to himself quick information of

any material movement in the enemy's ramp. He selected for his

winter position Valley Forge, which lies on the western side of the

Schuylkill, convenient to the rich country of Lancaster and Read-

in'', and in the first step of the ascent of hills, which reach to

the' North Mountain or Blue Ridge. It pos||ssed every advantage

which strength of ground or salubrity of climate cou.ld bestow.

Here, by tlie hands of liis soldiers, he erected a town of huts,

which aflorded a comfortable shelter from the inclemency of the

season, and strengthened his position by all the help of art and

industry. This work, of i>is selection, soon evinced its prefer

ence to the common mode of cantonment in contiguous towns and

villages.

Close under the eye of the officer, and far from the scenes of

delio^ht, the hardy character of the troops did not degenerate byeffen)i-

nate indulgences, but was rather confirmed by unremitting attention

lo the acquir<!ment of military know ledge, and the manly exercises pro-

per for a camp. Intent upon bringing his army to a thorough know-

ledge of the mo^t a!)provfd system of fnctics, the American general

adopted the means most likely to produce this essential efl'ect, watch-

in" and encouraging with care and indulgence his beloved troops in

their progress, jilwavs tenderly mindful oi the preservation of their

health ; us ou their fidelity, skill, and courage, his oppressed country

* There ate two sorts of victor}',—that, generally understood, when two

armies meet, fi-ht, and v\heii one yields to the other ; or, wlieii the object of

contest is a,ivun up without battle, by voluntary relinquibhment, as was nov;

ihc case, rather than risk brttlio.
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rested for relief and safety. He not only enforced rigid attention to all

those reffulations-and usages generally adopted to keep oti disease, but

determined to risk the critical and eiVeclual measure of extinguish-

ing the smallpox in his army ; whose fiestilential ra^e had already

too often thinned its ranks, and deiealed the most important enter-

prises. Preparation* to accomplish this wise resolution having been

made with all possible secrecy, the period of the winter, most op-

posed to military operations, was selected for its introduction in

succession to the several divisions of the army ; and, what is really

surprising, nearly one half of the troops had gone through the dis-

ease, before the enemy became apprised of its commencement.
While Washington was engaged, without cessation, to perfect

his arniy in the art of war, and to place it out of the reach of that

contagiuus malady so fatal to man, sir William was indulgmg,

with his brave troops, in all the sweets of luxury and pleasure to

be drawn from the wealthy and populous city of Philadelphia ; nor

did lie once attempt to disturb that repose, now so essential to the

American general. Thus passed the winter ; and the approaching

spring brought with it the recall of the commander ol the British

army; who was succeeded by sir Henry Clinton, heretofore his

second * ^
It is impossible to pass over this period of the American war »

without giving vent to some of those reflections which it necessari-

ly excites. Sir William Howe was con^^idered one of the best

soldiers in England, when charged with the important trust of sub-

duing the revolted colonies. Never did a British general, in any

period of that nation, command an army better fitted lo insure suc-

cess than the one submitted to his direction, whether we regard

its comparative strength with th:it opposed to it, the skill of the

officers, the discipline and courau:e of the soldiers, the adequacy

of all the implements and munitions uf war, nnd the abundance of

the best supplies of every sort. In addition, his brother lord Howe
commanded a powerful tlect on our coast, for the purpose of sub-

serving the views, and supporting the measures, of the commander

in chief. Passing over the crimin d supineness which marked his

conduct after the battle of Long Island, and the fital mistake of

the plan ol the campaign in 1777, (the first and leading feature of

which ought to have been junction with Burgoyne and the undis-

turbed possession of the North river) we mu^t be permitted to look

at him with scnitinous though impartial eyes, when pursuing hi«

own object, and directed by his own judgment, after his disem-

barkation at the head of the Chesa|»eake.

We tiiid him continuing to omit pressing the various advantages

he dearly gained, from time te time. He was ever ready to appeal

* After sir William Howe returned home, a parliamentary inquiry was made

into nis comluct upon a motion of his brother, Hdniiral lord Howe, which was

in r: iitlle while dropped. It plainly appears, from the docunieats exhibited,

that sir William Howe's plans were cordially adopted by the minister, and that

he was as cordially supported by governiiieiii in whatever he desired.—See

parliampntary debates for iTT'-l.
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to the su'onl, and but once retired from his enemy. But he does

not seem to have known, th:it to win a victory was but the first

step in the actions of .1 great captain To improve it, is as essential
{

and unless the first is followed by the second, the conqueror ill re-

quites those brave companions of his toils and perils, to wi.o-e dis-

regard of difhcullies and contempt of death, he is so much indebt-

ed for the laurel which entwines his brow ; and basely neglects his

duty to his country, whose confidence in his zeal for her ;iood, had

induced her to commit to his keeping, her fame and interest.

After his victory at Brandywine, he was, by bis own official

statement, less injured than his adversary
;
yet with many of his

corps, entire and iVesh, we find him wasting three precious days,

with the sole ostensible object of sending his wounded to Wilming-

ton. Surely the detachment, charged with this service, was asf

adequate to their protection on the field of battle, as afterwards OQ

the inarch ; ami certainly it required no great exertion of mind to

have made this arrangement in the course of one hour, and to have

pursued his beaten foe, after the refreshments and repose enjoyed

in one night. This was omitted. He adhered to the same course

of conduct after the battle of Germantown, when the ill boding

tidings, from the northern warfare, emphatically called upon him

to press his victory, in order to compensate for tht; heavy losS

likely to be sustained by the captivity of Burgoyne and his army.

But what is surprising, still more, after the Delaware was restor-

ed to his use, and the communication with the fleet completely

enjoyed, he relinquished his resolution of fighting Washingtoa

at While Marsh, havmg ascertamed, by his personal observation,

that no material difficulty presented itself on the old York road
;

by which route he could, with facility, have turned Washington's

left, and have compelled him to a change of position with battle, or

to a perilous retreat. And last, though not least in magnitude,

knowing as sir William ought to have known, the sufTerings and

wants of every kind to which Washington was exposed at Valley

Forge, as well as that his army was under inoculation for the small-

pox, while be himself was so abundantly supplied with every ar-

ticle requisite to give warmth and comfort to his troops, it is won-

derful how he could omit venturing a winter campaign, to him pro-

mising every advantage, and to his antagonist, menacing every ill

—

this too, when the fate of Burgoyne was no longer doubtful, and

its adverse influence on foreign powers unquestionable, unless bal-

anced by some grand and daring stroke on his part. The only plan

practicable was that above suggested ; an experiment urged by all

the considerations which ever can command high-spirited enter-

prise.

These are undeniable truths ; and they involve an inquisitive

mind in a perplexity, not easy to be untangled. It wouhl be absurd

to impute this conduct to a want of courage in sir Williijm Howe
;

for all acknowledge that he eminently possessed that quality. Noi

can it be justly ascribed to either indolence of disposition, or a

habit of sacrificing his duties to ease ; for he possessed a robust
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body, with an nctive mind, ;inrl, althouch a man of pleasure, subdu-

ed, when necessary, its cai>tivaline; allurements with fictlity. To
explain it, as some have donp, by sn^'posing him tVu ndly to the re-

voldtion, and therefoie to connive at its success, would be equally

stupid and iuij')st ; for no part of sir William's life is stained with

;i siiiirlf departure from the line of honour. Aloreover, trait-ns

are not to be found among British eenerali? ;
whose fidelity is se-

cured by educa'ioi), by their vpade and iiuportance in society, and

Uy the masnidcent rewards of irovernmc^nt sure to follow di<tin-

gui-hed eft'.-rls. The severe admomtiim, which sir William had

received from the di>astro;is buttle of Bunker's, or rather Breed's,

llill. furnishes the most probable explanation of this mysterious

inertness. On that occasion, he comman^ied a body of choseti

troops mured to discipline, and nearly double in number to his ioe
;

j)osst*ssing artillery in abundance, prepared in the bett manner
;

with an army at hand ready to reinforce him, and led by offict-rs,

many of whom had seen service, all ot whom had been bred to

arms. His enemy was a corps of peasants, who, for the first

time, were unshealhing their swords ; without artillery ; defectively

armed wit!: fowling pieces, and muskets without bayonets ; destitute

of that cheering comfort, with which experience animates the sol-

dier ; with no other works than a slight redoubt, and a slighter

trench, terminating in a yet slighter- breast work

Sir Willinm Inund this feeble enemy posted on the margin, and

along the acclivity of the hill, commanded by colonel Prescot,*

then unknown to fame : yet sir William beheld these brave yeo-

men— while the conflagration of a town was blazing in their faces,

while iheir tlanks were exposed to maritime annoyance, and their

front was assailed by regulars in proud array under the protectioa

of cannon in full discharge—receive the terrible shock with firm-

ness, cooly await his near approach, and then resolutely pour in a

charge, which disciplined couiaiie could not sustain He saw his

gallant troops fly—afterwards brought to rally with their colours,

and, indignant at the repulse, return with redoubled fury. Sir

Williiiuj again saw the»e darinfi; countrymen, unappalled in heart,

unbroken in line, true to tbeir generous leader and their inbred

valour, calmly reserving themselves for the fatal moment, when his

close advance" presented an oppoitunity ot" winjrins every ball with

* The honour conferreH upt^n fioloiiel Prnscot was only a promotion in the

army sodii nfier esialili-iied ; and this, the writer wu? informed by a gentleman

ifsidingiii Bastcni who was well acquninied with colonel Prescot, consiated only

in iho o;ia<!e ot lirnteiiaiit colonel, in « re({imriitof infantry. Considering him-

self entitled to n reginiont, the hern of Breed's Hill would not accept a second

siiit:on. Warren, who fell nobly supporting the action, was ihe favourite

ilie dty, and has engros^d the fame duo to Prescot. Bunker's Hill too ha«

been considered asihe field of battle, when it is well known that it was foughf

upon Breed's Hill, the nearest of the two hdls to Boston. No man rereres the

character of Warren more than the writer ; and he ronsiders himself not only,

by his obeilience to trulli, doing justice to oolonel Prescot, but performing ari

acceptable service to the memory of the illustrious Warren, who, being, K idttjly

great uiati, would disdain to wear laatels not hre own,

5
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death. Again the British soldiers, with the pupil of the immortal

Wolfu at their head, souffht safety in flight. Kestorinji his troops

to order, sir WiUi;im Howe advanced the tliird tiims suppoitod hy

naval co-operation, and a larsre batlory on the side of Boston, winch

had now nearly demi)lished our slender defences. Notwitlisland-

ing this tremendous coinl)in;ttion, sir William saw his gallant fiiemy

maintain their ground, without prospect of succour, until llieT am-

munition was nearly expended : tluui, al)an ;oning their work* as

the British en'eied them, they took the only route o[)en to their

escape with decision and celerity.

The Sid and impressive txperience of th-s murdi'rous day sunk

deep into the mind of sir William ilowe ; and it seems to have had

its influence, on all his subspcpient operations, with decisive con-

trol. In one instance only ^\\^ he ever aflci depart from llie most

pointed circumspection ; and that was in the assault on Red Barik,

from his soliciiude to restore the navigation of the Delaware deem-

ed essential to the snfety of .his army. The dolelul issue of this

single departure renewed the solemn advice inculcated at Breed's

Hi^, and exUnguished his spirit of enterprise. This is the onl}'

way iq which, it seems to mo, the mysterious inertness which mark-

ed the conduct of the British general, so fatal in its eflect to the

British cause, can be intelligibly solved.

The military annals of the world rarely furnish an achievment

whirh equals the tiroiness and courage displayed on that proud day

by the gallant band of Americans ; and it certainly stands first in

the brilliant events of our war.

When future generations shall inquire, where are the men who

gained the highest prize of glory m the arduous contest winch

ushered in our nation's birth—upon Prescot and his companions in

arms will the eye of history beam.

CHAPTER IX.

Sir Henry Clinton* had no sooner assumed the command in

chief than he began to prepare for the evacuation of Philadelphia,

which was readily effected with his maritime assistance. Having

put on board his ships every thing too heavy and cumVirous for hmd

trmsportation, with the superfluous baggage of his army, he passed

the river from the ri y, on the 10th of June, completely prepared

for the difticult retreat it became hi> duty to undertake.

Washington, early apprised of the intended movement, graduiilly

drew' near^'to the Delaware, in ihe vicinity of Corryelfs ferry, wait-

int' for the unequivocal demonstration of the enemy's nuention,

belbre he ventured to leave Pennsylvania. In the mean time, he

Sir Henry Clinton had served in the war of ITj.'i umler Prince FerHinanH ;

into whose lamily he was iniroHuced, and continued hs aid-de-camp to the

prince throughout the war, highly respected and esteemed.
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collected his scantj' means ot water tr;m-portation to the points on
the fiver aiost convenient for his passage, and prepared himself tor
quick movement. The restoration of the metropolis ot the Union, to
its riul.tful possessors, was hs unimpressive in its general efiect on
the American mind, as had been its relinquishment to sir Wilham
Howe some months before. Congress, who had left it with some
precipitation, on the approach of the enem_y, assembled at York
Town, one hundred miles west of the city, where having continued
to hold its session, thai, body now returned to Philadelphia.
The loss of towns began to be properly un lerstood in America :

experience more and more illustrated, the dilference between the
same events in our thinly settled country, and the populous regions
of Europe.

Chnton pursued his retreat slowly, betraying no symptoms of
precipitation, but rather indicating a disposition for battle. Such
conduct on his part was wise, and worthy of the pupil of princ^
Ferdinand. Having reached Mount Holly, he pointed his tmrch
to Brunswick : whether this was the route preferred by him, or
such demonstration was made only to throw Washington more to
his left, and further distant from the route he ultimately took, and
which perhaps was that of his original choice, remains unascertain.
cd It appears evidently from the movements of the American
general, that he accredited the demonstrations made by his enemy
towards Brunswick, never, however, putting himstlf too far to tlie

left, should Clinton suddenly turn towards South Amboy or the
heights of Middletowr.—the only lines of retreat left, should that
to Brunswick be relinquished. Washington passed the Delaware
fhree or four days aftei Clinton had crossed that river, and was
nearer to either point of retreat, than was the British general.
The Fabius of America, made up, as has been before observed, of
great caution with superior enterprise, indulged the most anxious
desire, to close with his antagonist in general action, ''pposed to
his wishes was the advice of his general othcers : to this, he tor a
time yielded ; but as soon as tie discovered that the enemy had
reached Monmouth court-house, not more than twelve miles from
thejjeights of Middletown, he determined that he should not escape
without a blow. He therefore selected a body of troops, and plac-
ing them under the order of the marquis de la Fayette, (a French
nobleman, whose zeal to acquire renown in arms had brought him
to the tented fields of America) directed that officer to approach
close to the foe, and to seize any advantageous occurrence for his
annoyance, himself following with the main body in supporting dis-
tance. The marquis was young, generous, and brave , and,°like
most of his brother generals, yet little versed in the art o( wnr.
It was certainly a high trust to be confided to the young and capti-
vating foreigner, though afterwards well justified by his conduct
throughout the war. Nothing is more dangerous tjian to hang with
an inferior force upon a gallant enemy, never disinclined to'draw
his sword, and watchful to seize every advantage within his re xh.
Soon after Fayette moved, a second corps was ordered to join him •
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and the united body whs placed under the command of major gene'

ral Lee,* for the express purpose of bringing on bailie, should the

enemy still continue in his position at Monmouth court-house. In

this officer was combined long and varied experience, with a pro-

found military genius. He held too, not only the peculiar confi-

dence of the commander in chief, but that of congress, the nation,

and the army. On approaching Englishtown, a small village sevea

miles from the court-house, where sir Henry continued in his camp,

he learned, that the enemy, having held back the elite of his army,

was determined to cover Kniphausen, who, charged with the care

of the baggage, was on his march to the heights of Middletown.

Here he received orders from Washington to -strike at the British

rear, unless "strong reasons" forbade it ; at the same time advising

him of his approach to support him. Continuing to ad- i778l

vance, he discovered the enemy in motion. Clinton, hav- June

ing perceived various bodies of troops movmg on his 28th.

flanks, and apprehending that the column with his baggage might be

grossly insulted, if not seriously injured, wisely resolved, by a for-

ward movement, to check further pursuit. Cornwallis, who led

the van troops, advanced upon Lee. This officer, concluding that

he should most effectually answer the object of Washington by

drawing the enemy to him, thus inducing the foe to expend his

bodily strength, while he saved that of the American army, in a

day of uncommon heat, instantly began to retrograde ; to lake which

step he was additionally induced by discerning that the corps on

his flank, under brigadier Scott, had repassed the ravine in his rear.

This country abounds with detlles of a peculiar sort : the valleys

are cut by small rivulets with marshy grounds, difficult to man and

horse, and impracticable to artillery, except in particular spots.

Such was the one in Lee's rear, which Scott had passed. Pei se-

vering in his decision to join, rather than recal Scott, he continued

to retire, making good his retreat without injury, and exposing his

person to every danger. At this moment Washington came up,

and finding his orders disobeyed, required explanation from general

Lee with warmth. Unhappily Lee took off"ence at the manner in

which he had been accosted, and replied unbecomingly, instead of

entering i.iiu that lull explanation, which his own honour, duty to

his superior, and the good of his country, demanded. Such con-

duct in an inferior officer could not be brooked ; and met, as it

merited, marked disapprobation. As soon as Lee perceived it pro-

per to deviate from his instructions, he certainly ought to have

advised the conimander in chief of such deviation, with the reasons

which produced it. Thus acting he would probably have received

commendation ; and a combined attack, founded upon the full re-

presentation of the relative state of himself and the enemy, might

have led to the happiest result.

This communication was neglected ; and Lee was ordered into

the rear, while the army moved on to battle. The action shortly

* Charles Lee, second in eonttnand of ihi army, see appendjx.
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after commenced ; the Jay was reinarkably sultry ; and the Ameri-
can army considerably fatigued by its previous march.

The battle was, nevertheless, contested with peculiar keenness^

and ceased in the evening as if by mutual consent. The American
general determined to renew it in the morning, while sir Henry
Clinion waiS as determined to avoid it.*

Judging from the official statements which were published, the

loss was tritlmg and not very unequal ; but the " stubborn fact" of
burying the dead, manifests a great error in the report made by air

Henry Clinton to his government. He rated his dead and missmg
at one hundred and eighty-eight ; whereas, we buried on the field

of battle two hundred and forty-nine. Both sides chumed the victo-

ry, as is commonly the case when the issue is not decisive. With^
out doubt, sir Henry Clinton obtained his object, security from fur-

ther molestation, and the completion o( his retreat. This, howev-
er, was eft'ected not m tiie usual style of conquerors, but by decamp-
ing in the night, and haslily joining Kniphausen, who had reached
the heights of 31iddletown, near to the place of embarkation, and
secure from assault. It must be admitted, on a full view of the
action, that the palm of victory clearly belonged to Washington,
althougli it was not decisive, nor susceptible of improvemetit.

Having rested liis army a few days in the position of Middletown,
the British general embarked in the transports waiting his arrival,

and soon reached New York. Washington, after paying his last

respects \,o the dead, and tenderly providing for the wounded, mov-
ed by easy marches to the Hudson, comforting, by every means in

his power, his faithful troops, and once more took his favourite

position near the western shore of that river, which was always
considered by him as the point of connexion to the two extremes
of the Union.

Major general Lee was arrested upon sundry charges, tried,

found guilty, and sentenced to be suspended from his command in

* The enemy having uiiite4 his columns on the heights of Middletown, an at-

tempt to dislodge him would have been blind temerity. Had sir Henry Clinton

not possessed this vast advantage, the victory would have been improved ; and
ill any other period of the retreat might have been made decisive in all pro-

bability.

General Lee, in a letter dated Englishtown, June 28th, gives the following

account of the battle of Monniouth.
" What the devil brought us into this level country, (the very element of the

enemy) or ivhai interest we can have (in our present circumstajices) to hazard
an action, somebody else must tell you, for I cannot. I was yesterday ordered

(for it was against my opinion and inclination) to engage, i did, wiih my divi-

sion, which consisted of about four thousand men. The troops, both men and
officers, siiowed the greatest valour: the artillery did wondeis; but we were
outnumbered ; particularly in cavalry, which was, at twenty difl'erent times, on
the point of turning completely our flanks. This consideration naturally oblig-

ed us to retreat ; but the retreat did us, 1 will venture to say, great honour. It

was performed with all the order and coolness which can be seen on a common
field day. Not a man or officer hastened his step, but one regiment regularly

filed off from the Iront to the rear ol the other. The thanks I received from his

excellency were of a singular nature. I can demonstrate that had 1 not acted
as I did, this army, and perhaps America, would have been ruined."
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the army for one year The effect of which wa<», that the veteran
soldier tv'io had reUiiquished his native country, to support a caine

d^ar to Ins heart, became lost lo that of his adoption, md soon after

lost to himself; as the few years he survived see >i to have been
passed in devotion to the sway of those human tormentors, envy
and hate. The records of the court-martial manifest on their (ace

the error of the sentence ; and it is wonderful how men of honour
and of sense couhl tlius commit themselves to the censures of the

independent and impartial. If general Lf?e had been guilty of all

the charges as affirmed by their decision, his life was forfeited ; and

its sacrifice only could have atoned for his criminality. He ought

to have been cashiered and shot ; instead of which the mild sen-

tence of suspension, for a short time, vvas the punishment inflicted.

The truth is, the unfortunate general was only guilty of neglect in

not making timely communication of his departure from orders,

subject to his discretion to the commander in chief, which consti-

tuted no part of the charges against him. This was certainly a

very culpable omission ; to which was afterwards added personal

disrespect, where the utmost respect was not only due, but enjoin-

ed by martial la v, and enforced by the state of things : two armies

upon the very brink of battle, himself intrusted with the direction

of an important portion of one of them, for the very purpose of

leading into action, to withhold the necessary explanations froin his

chief, and to set the example of msubordination by his mode of

reply to an interrogatory, indispensably though warmly, put to him,

merited punishment. But this offence was different, far different

from " disobedience to orders," or " a shao.fful retreat ;" neither

of which charges were supported by testimony ; and both of which

were contradicted by fact.

Soon after sir Henry Clinton's return to New York, the first

result of the alliance concluded during the preceding winter at

Paris, between the United States and his most christian nuijesty,

announced itself in decisive operations on the part of the French

monarch.
Admiral d'Estaing sailed from France in the beginning of the

summer, for the American coast, to co-operate with the American

army ; nnd would have arrived in time to stop lord Howe in the

Delaware, as was intended, had not his vo^-age been greatly retard-

ed by the unusual continuance of contrary winds The arrival of

the fleet of our ally, though unproductive of the immediate effects

expected, the destruction of the enemy's fleet in the Delaware,

gave birth to new and interesting enterprises ; the relation of

which, not coming within the scope of this work, must necessarily

be omitted. In the cursory survey taken, my single object has

been, to present to the reader a lucid and connected statement of

those transactions which bear in any degree upon the southern war,

either by their own relation, or by their introduction of characters,

destined to act principal parts upon that theatre.
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CHAPTER X.

/xLTHOUGH the surrender of Burgoyne, and Howe's declining to

execute his menaced attack upon his adversary at White Marsh, did
not convince the British Minister of the futility of hi* attempt to

subjugate these Statee, it produced a change in the temper of the
cabinet. An idle and fruitless essay was made to reconcile the re-

volted colonies : idle, because too late ; and fruitless, because found-
ed on the revocation of their independence. Little minds always,
in difficulty, resort to cunning, miscalling it wisdom : this quality
seems to have been predominant in the cabinet of Great Britain,

and was alike conspicuous in its eflforts to coerce, and in its prof-
fers to conciliate.

Lord North was premier and first lord of the treasury. Heavy
in mind as in body, dexterous in the management of the bouse of
commons, dead to all those feeling? whose infusion, into the mass of
the people, gives comfort to the ruled, and strength to the ruler;
cherishing with ardour the prerogative of the king, restricting

with stubbornness the rights of the people ; he s«em^ never to

have discerned that the only way to make the monarch great,
is to make the subject happy—in finance rather systematic,
plodding and adroit, than original, deep and comprehensive—in

parliament decent, sensible, and laborious, with some of the glit-

ter of wit, but with none of the effulgence and majesty of elo-

quence—in private life amiable and exemplary, l>etter qualified

for the enjoyments of its tranquil scenes, than to direct, in the
storm of war, the helm of a brave, intelligent, powerful nation.

The minister, in addition to the difficulties growing out of his own
inadequacy, had to contend with obstacles inherent in the nature of

the conflict, and powerful in their effect. Slavery, however dress-
ed, is loathsome to the British palate ; and the attempt to deprive
America of her birth right, never could be cordially relished, al-

though ostensibly supported. This innate abhorrence formed a
current against administration, constant though slow, puissant though
calm. Nor were statesmen wanting who proclaimed, with resist-

less force, the danger to British liberty from" American slavery.
At the head of this patriot band, stood the mighty Chatham, Tow-
ering in genius, superb ia eloquence, decisive in council, bold in

action, loving England first and England always, adored by the mass
of the people, and dreaded by the enemies of English liberty, he
unceasingly cherished the good old cause, for which Hampden fought,
and Sidney bled. The premier, driven from his original purpose,
by events resulting from his liberti-cide system, had not that sub-
limity of mind, which can renounce error with dignity, and turn
calamity to account ; or he would ere now have closed his vain and
wasting war, by the acknowledgment of our independence, restor=
ing and riveting our commercial intercourse.

Despairing of the subjugation of all the states, he determined to
apply his disposable force to tha rednction of the weakest portion
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of the Union. With this view sir Henry Clinton, on his return to

New York, hegan to make arrangements for a plan of operation
to be executed « soon as the French fleet should quit the Amer-
ican coast.

The count d'Estaing sailed from Boston, for the West Indies, on
the 3d of November ; soon after which lieutenant colonel Camp-
bell was detached with three thousand men for the reduction of
Georgia ; orders having been despatched to brigadier general Pre-
vost, commanding the British troops in East Florida, which aojoins

the State of Georgia on the southwest, to invade it from that quar-
ter, and to assume the directions of the united detachments.

Si

CHAPTER XI.

iINCE the expedition under sir Henry Clinton, in 1776, against

Charleston, which had beefl completely baffled by the judicious ar-

rangements o{ major general Lee, seconded by the gallant defence
of Fort Moultrie, by the excellent officer whose name it bears, then
a colonel in the South Carolina line, the southern states had remain-
ed safe from hostile interruption, with the exception of some light

predatory incursions from East Florida

The squadron conveying lieutenant colonel Campbell appeared off

1778. the Tybee river in the latter part of December ; and
Dec. 29. no time was lost by that active oflicer in effecting his de-

barkation, which took place on the 29th at Gerridge's plantation,

twelve miles up the river, and three miles belo^ Savannah, the cap-

ital of the State, situated on the south side of the river Savannah.

Major general Robert Howe commanded the. American force in

Georgia, consisting of some regulars, and such portion of the mili-

tia as he might be able to collect. At this period it is supposed he

had under him one thousand and five hundred men, having conside-

rably reduced his effective strength by an unsuccessful expedition

to East Florida, from which he had just returned, and was now en-

camped in a position which seems to have been judiciously selected,

one half mile from the town of Savannah, across the main road lead-

ing to it.

The ground was well adapted to his force, and was secured by
advantages of art and nature. At a small distance in his front, ex-

tending parallel to it, was a lagoon, through which the road passed.

The bridge over the rivulet, running through the lagoon, was de-

stroyed to retard the enemy's advance. His right was covered by

a morass, thick set with woods, and interspersed with some houses

occupied by ritiemen ; his left rested on the swamps of the river
;

and his rear was sustained by the town and old works of Savannah.

To give additional strength to his position, he dug a trench trom one
morass to the other, a small distance in his front.

Thus posted, the American general coolly waited the approach

ing attack with bis inferior force.
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A small skirmish ensued as the British van emerged out of the low
grounds

;
in which captain Campbell, of the 17th regiment, fell,

much regretted.

The lieutenant colonel, having landed with the first division, oc-
cupied himself with preparations for action. While reconnoitring
our position, he accidentally learned, that a by-path within his view-
led through the swamp to our rear. Intelligence so acceptable was
instantly applied to his plan of battle.

Having arrayed his troops in our front, sir James Baird* was de-
tached with the light infantry and the New York volunteers to gain
our rear by moving occultly along the accidentally discovered path.

Waiting the effect of this operation, the British continued quiet in
line of battle. Very soon sir James reached his destined point 5

when issuing out of the swamp he charged a body of militia station-

ed in our rear. This was the signal for general assault. The Bri-
tish line advanced with promptitude, driving our troops, broken and
embarrassed by this unexpected attack io the rear, from their ground.
The defeat was instantaneous and decisive. Howe was pursued
through Savannah, and with a small part of his army escaped into

South Carolina, losing before night five hundred and fifty men, kill-

ed and taken, with his artillery and baggage.

Never was a victory of such magnitude so completely gained, with
30 little loss, amounting only to seven killed and nineteen wounded.
The town, fort, cannon, shipping and stores of every kind, feH into

the hands of the victor : whose conduct to the inhabitants was pecu-
liarly kind and iimiable.

General Howe was, after a considerable lapse of time, brought
before a court of inquiry, and acquitted.

However we must applaud the judgment displayed by the Amer-
ican general in selecting and improving his position ; however we
must honour his gallant determination to receive the enemy's attack,

with an inferior force
;

yet, as this resolution, in prudence, must
have been formed in the advantages of his ground, we cannot ex-

cuse the negligence betra3'ed by his ignorance of the avenues lead-*

ing to his camp.
How happens it that he, who had been in command in that coun-

try for many months, should not have discovered the by-way pass-

ing to his rear, when lieutenant colonel Campbell contrived to dis-

cover it in a few hours ? The faithful historian cannot withhold his

condemnation of such supineness. Thus it is, that the lives of

brave men are exposed, and the public interest sacrificed. Yet
notwithstanding such severe admonitions, rarely does government
honour with its confidence, the man whose merit is his sole title to

preference : the weight of powerful connexions, or the arts of in-

triguing courtiers, too often bear down, unsupported though trans-

cendent, worth.

Brigadier general Prevost, having entered Georgia in conformity

with his orders, invested Sunbury, which he soon compelled to sur-

render. Having placed a garrison in the fort, the brigadier contin-

*Th5s officer h^s since been extensively employed, and much distinguished,

6
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ued his march to Savannah, and took upon himself the command of

the united forces. Ho detached lieutenant colonel Campbell to Au-

gusta, then a frontier town, and, like Savannah, situated on 1779.

the southern banks of the same river. Meeting with no resistance,

Campbell readily effected his object hy posse'<sing himself of the

toivn. Thus in the short period of one month, was the Feb. 1

stale of 'ieorgia restored to the British crown.

General Provost persevered in the lenient course adopted by

lieutenant colonel Campbell, spiring the property, and protecting

the persons of the vaiKpiished. Nor was he disappointed in the re-

ward due to policy, so virtuous and ivise.

The affections of the people were enlisted on the side of the

conqueror ; and our youth flocked to the British standard.

From Augusta lieutenant colonel Hamilton, of the North Caroli-

na regiment, advanced, with a suitatde detachment, further west to

crush all remaining resistance, and to encourage the loyalists to step

forward and give their active aid in confirming the establishment of

royal authoritj'. Every attempt to interrupt the progress of this

officer was ineffectual ; and seven hundred loyalists imbodied with

the determination to force their way to the British camp.

Colonel Pickens, of the South Carolina militia, true to his coun-

try, and correctly interpreting the movement under Hamilton, as-

sembled his regiment and drew near to him for the purpose of

counteracting his operations

Finding this officer invulnerable, he suddenly turned from him

to strike at the loyalists advancing towards Augusta. He fell in

with them at Kettle creek, and instantly attacked them. The ac-

tion was contested with zeal and firmness ; when colonel Boyd, the

commander of the loyalists, fell ; and his death was soon followed

by the route of his associates. Nevertheless, three hundred of the

body contrived <o effect their union with the British army.

This single, though partial check, was the only interruptmn of

the British success from the commencement of the invasion.

The delegates in Congress, from the stales of South Carolina and

Georgia, had some time before urged the substitution of a more ex-

perienced commander of the southern department* in the place of

general Howe.
This solemn a()plication did not fail to engage the serious atten-

tion of that respectable body. Not only was the desired substitu-

tion made, but the states of Virginia and North Carolina 1778.

were pressed, in the most forcible terms, to hasten sue- Sept. 2.'.

cour to their afflicted sisters.

North Carolma obeyed with promptitude the demand of Con-

gress ; and two thousand of her militia, under generals Ashe and Ru-
therford, reached Charleston before the expedition under lieuten-

ant colonel Campbell was announced on the soutiiern coast. But
this auxiliary force was unarmed ; North Caroliia being very des-

titute of that primary article of defence. South Carolina, more

* The southern department comprehended Virginia, the two Carolinas, and
Georgia lately Maryland and Delaware were added.
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provident, because more attractive from the vve;ilth conrenlered in

its capital, had in due time furnished herself with arms, hut was in-

disposed to place them out of her conlrol, especially as it was then
uncertam whether she might not be the point of invasion.

The zeal displayed by North Carolina, while it entitled her to

commendation, was thus unproductive of the expected efl'ect. Nor
until after the defeat of Howe was this torce in readiness to repair

to the theatre of action.

Major general Lincoln, of Massachusetts, had been selected by
congress in the place of Howe.* This officer was a soldier of the
revolution ;

his stock of experimental knowledge, of cource, could
not have been very considerable, altliough he had seen more ser-

vice than most of our officers of the same standing. He had uni-

formly possessed the confidence of Washington, who had ofter in-

trusted him with important commands ; and he was second to G.ites

at Saratoga, greatly contributing by his judicious and spirited con-

duct, to the happy issue of that momentous campaign. U(>right,

mild, and amiable, he vvas universally respected and beloved ; a

truel}' good man, and a brave and prudent,l>ut not consummate soldier,

Lincoln hastened towards his post, and, having reached Charleston,

bestowed his unremitted attention to the timely completion of the re-

quisite arrangements for the defence of the south.

Here he heard of the descent of lieutenant colonel Campbell, and

the d.sastrous overthrow of Howe. Hurried by tiiis event he quick-

ly reached the confines of Georgia, and having united the 1779.

remains of the defeated army, with the troops of the two Jan. 7.

Carolinas, he established himself in Purysburg, a small village on
the northern side ot the Savannah, about fifteen miles above the capi-

tal of Georgia.

The British force under Prevost at this period is stated to have
been nearly four thousand ; while that under Lincoln did not exceed
three thousand and six hundred; of which, only eleven hundred
were continentals.! The superiority of Prevost, especially in the

quality of his troops, was in a great degree lost by their distribution,

in different stations, from Savannah to Augusta, a distance of one
hundred and forty miles. Nor would it have been a safe operation

had his force been concentered, to pass the difficult river of Savan-

nah, with its broad and deep swamps, in the lace of Lincoln. The Bri-

tish general, satisfied for the present, with the possession of Georgia,

devoted his mind and force to the preservation and confirmation of the

fruits of bis success. With this view, and to this end, he persevered

in sustaining his long line of defence, although his enemy separated

only by the river, kept his force compact.

•General Howe joined ibe main army under the commanfier in chief, where

he served to the end of the war. A court of inquiry was held to investigate

the cause of his defeat before Savannah, who reported favourably to the major

general.

t "Continentals" mean regular soldiers enlis'ed and paid under the author-

ity of congress. The continental troops had not seen service, being composed

of the line of the Carolinas and Georgia, with the exception of the gallant de-

fenders of Fort Moultrie in 1776,
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Abont this time Prevost, availing; himself i)f his naval aid, and of the

interior navigation, made an establishtnenton the island of Port Roy-

al, under major Gardner, with two hundred men. The object of

this inexplicable movement could not then be ascertained ;
nor has

it since been developed. Colonel, now general Moultrie, soon dis-

lodged Gardner, with considerable loss, and would have annihilated

the'detuchment, had not the want of ammunition prevented the vic-

tor from improving his advantage. The Charleston militia be-

haved admirably in this affair. The captains, Barnwell, Heywaid,

Rutledge, and lieutenant Wilkins, eminently distinguished them-

selves : the latter officer was killed.

CHAPTER XH.

Feb. (jrENERAL Lincoln, at length strengthened by consider-

able reinforcements of the militia, came to the resolution of act-

ing offensively.

A considerable detachment (nearly one thousand and five hun-

dred, all militia, except one hundred regulars) was placed under

the orders of general Ashe, who was directed to take post opposite

to Augusta. Before Ashe reached the place of his destination, the

British troops fell back from Augusta, and, crossing Brier Creek,

encamped at Hudson's Ferry, twenty-four miles above Ebenezer»

then the head-quarters of the royal army.

The abandonment of Augusta very much gratified Lincoln, who
was extremely anxious to cover the upper parts of the slate, for

the double purpose of reducing the enemy to narrower limits, and

uniting to his arms the hardy sons of the west. He therefore or-

Feb. dered Ashe to pass the river, and to place himself behind
28th. Brier Creek, where it falls into the Savannah ; secured in

his front by the creek, on his left by the river, he could only be
assailed on his right. To enable him to explore accurately this

quarter, a squadron of dragoons was annexed to his corps, and to

give to his condition the utmost activity, the baggage of the detach-

ment was ordered to be removed to the north side of the Savan-

nah.

General Prevost was not at a loss for the motives of this opera-

tion, nor insensible to its consequences.

He determined without delay to dislodge Ashe from the position

he had taken. To conceal his real object, he made some demon-
strations of crossing the Savannah with his main body, when the

detachment prepared to strike at general Ashe, advanced upon
Brier Creek. Major Macpherson openly moved along the main
road, and attracted, as was intended, the undeviating attention of

the American brigadier, while lieutenant colonel Prevost, March
by an occult march of fifty miles, forded (he creek fifteen 4.

miles above our position, and fell suddenly in its rear. Colonel
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Elbert, with the band of coDtinentals, made a brave but ineffectual

stand. They were made prisoners, and the whole body put to the

rout, with the loss of only five privates killed, and one officer and
ten privates wounded Great was the loss on the side of Ameri-
ca ; and, of those who did escape, only four hundred and fifty re-

joined our army.
Lieutenant colonel Prevost did honour to himself, by the hand-

some manner in which he accomplished the enterprise committed
to his conduct. While commendation is justly bestowed upon the
British officer, censure cannot be withheld from the American com-
mandant. The flattering prospect of recovering a lost state was
dashed to pieces in an instant, by the culpable inattention of an
officer, high in rank, highly entrusted, and imperatively summoned
to tiike care that bis country should not be injured by his negli-

gence
;
yet it was injured, and that too, while the late terrible

blow, sustained from the same cause by general Howe, was fresh

in recollection, and while the wounds there received were still

bleeding.

Relieved, by this decisive victory, of all apprehension hereto-

fore entertained, of the stability of the change effected in Georgia^
the British general re-established, by proclamation, the royal go-
vernment, as it existed on the commencement of the revolution,

and renewed his endeavours to rekindle the spirit of loyalty, which
had been very much damped by the victory of Perkins, the evacua-
tion of Augusta, and the menacing movement of general Lincoln.

Disaster upon disaster called for increased vigour in our coun-
sels. This manly disposition happily ensued. John Rutledge,

who had taken an early and distinguished part in the revolution,

was called to the chair of government in South Carolina, and in-

vested with dictatorial power. An accomplished gentleman, a pro-

found statesman, a captivating orator, decisive in his measures,

and inflexibly firm, he infused his own lofty spirit into the general

mass. The militia rallied around the American standard ; and
general Lincoln soon found himself in strength to resume the judi-

cious plan of holding Augusta and the upper country of Georgia.

About this time the legislature of Georgia was to convene in

Augusta. To protect it vvas a weighty consideration with the

American general, whose force had increased to five thousand men.
Leaving, therefore, one thousand under general Moultrie, for the

defence of the posts of Purysburg and the Black Swamp, Lincoln

decamped on the 23d of April for Augusta. The British April

general observed this movement, with those emotions it was 25.

calculated to excite ; nor did he pause a moment in taking the re«-

solution to counteract it. To advance upon Augusta was the plan

which caution suggested, and which policy dictated ; for, although
inferior in numbers, he far excelled in the character of his troops,

in the quality of his arms, and in the abundance of every thing

lequisite to preserve the health, strength, and spirit, of his soldiers.

Battle, without delay, was the true system for a general thus situat-

ed, more especially, as conquest, not defence, was his object. Be-
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lieving that he could compel Lincoln to relinquish his plan, with-

out the hazard of ensi;;»ging him, remote from a place of safety, and

with inferior numbers, he determined to cross the Savannah, and
to tlireaten Charleston. In a few days after Lincoln's decampment,
the British general pas-^ed this river, and pressed with vigour upon
our posts of Purysburg and the Black Swamp, which were succes-
sively evacuated. Driving general Moultrie before him, Prevnst
continued to advance wiih rapidity. Moultrie sat down at Tulifin-

ny bridge, leaving lieutenant colonel Laurens with a small party of
continentals, and a body of the militia at Coosawhatchie bridge to

defend that pass. Laurens executed his orders with zval and gal-

lantry, but at length was obliged to fall back upon iViouitrie, his

troops having suffered considerably, and himself having been wound-
ed. Captain Shubrick conducted our retreat much to his honour.
Communication of Prevost's passage across the river, and of his

subsequent operations, was, from day to day, transmitted to the
American commander, who, penetrating his enemy's design, sternly

held his origmal course, detaching three hundred light infantry tm-

der colonel Harris to general Moultrie. The unexpected facility

with which the British general moved, the slight resistance oppos-
ed to him, the favourable intelligence received, and the fame of
the signal success which had heretofore crewned his exertions,

from the first moment of the invasion, combined, produced a con-
clusion in his favour too flattering to be resisted.

He converted a feint mto a fixed operation, and henceforward
marched on with the avowed purpose of seizing the metropolis of
South Carolina. Nor was this avowal unsupported by appear-
ances. For Lincoln, by steady adherence to his original purpose,
founded on his just conviction, that the enemy's entrance into

South Carolina meant nothing more than to draw him from Augusta,
had now gone too far to return and afford timely interposition.

Governor Rutledge, with the reserve miliiia, had established

himself at Orani^eburg, a central position, perfectly adapted to the
convenient reception and distribution of this species offeree, which
is ever in a state of undulation.

He was far on Prevost's left, and, like Lincoln, was hors de
combat. Moultrie only could gain the town : and Moultrie's self

was a host ; but his force was not ot that patient and stubborn sort,

who would dig and fight, and fight and dig, systematically. Charles-
ton, too, was urvprepared for an attack by land, heretofore provid-

ing defence on the water side only ; and as to this mode of protec-

tion, through the blunder of sir Henry Clinton, and the gallantry

of general Moultrie in 177G, tlie reputation of adequacy had been
attached, the inhabitants reposed with confidence in their security

until the unequivocal demonstration of general I'revost's intention

with bis rapid approach expelled their groundless belief. Here
mark the fallibility of man ; observe the difference between the
mediocre and the consummate soldier. The British General had
been led, as before explained, to change stratagem into a fixed in-

vasion. The boldness of the design, and the rapidity of its exe-



Southern Department of the United States, 47

cution, produced the state of things which occasioned this change
of plan. Ought not the same boldness and the same rapidity' to

have been continued to the completion of the enterprise 1 Com-
mon sense forbids a negative to the interrogation ; and yet this

general, this conqueror, stops about halfway for two days.

On the third he advances ; but forty eight hours lost, in his sit-

uation, gave a finishing blow to his grand project.

The father of the state had removed from Orangeburg with May
the reserve, to throw himself into Charleston if possible. lOth

What was before impossible, had become possible by the forty-

eight hours' delay of Prevost. Rutledge joined Moultrie ; and
Charleston became safe.*

Pulaski, a name dear to the writer, from a belief in hrs worth,
and a knowledge of the difficulties he always hud to encounter,

May entered also
; and on the same day which brought the

llih. British army before the town. All that was wanted for its

defence was now done Persuaded that the means in possession

were adequate, if faithfully ap|)lied, and feeling the noble ardour
which men, defending their houses in which the precious treasures

of wives and children are deposited, always feel, the spirit result-

ing from such emotions spread through every rank, and formed a
phalanx of courage impenetrable to the fiercest assaults. Such
was now the condition of the besieged town ; and such had been
the error of the victorious general.

The time gamed by the Americans had been most advantageous-
ly used. Defences on the land side had been pushed with unceas-

ing exertion, and though not complete were formidable. Masters
and servants, boys and girls, mixed in the honourable work of self-

defence. The beloved governor and the heroic defender of Fort
Moultrie, by their dictation and their example, reinspired effort,

even when drooping nature begged repose. On the day sub- May
sequent to investiture, the town was summoned, and favoura- 12th.

ble terms of surrender were proffered. These were rejected, and
our works permitted to advance during the discussion. The rejec-

tion surely ought to have been followed by immediate storm or

retreat.

Neither took place : the whole day was intentionally, on the part

of the besieged, and erroneously on the part of the besieger, spent

in the adjustment of terras. Thus twelve precious hours more

* Military history abounds with examples illustrating the preciousness of a
few liours. It seems unaccountable that, nevertheless, the salutary counsel to

be drawn from its instructive page is seldora regarded General Prevost con-

sumed the lime in deliberating wpon his measures which, properly used, would
have secured his success. The moment he began to doubt, he was lost. Han-
nibal, the prince of war, is charged with having lost Rome by his waste of a
few days after the battle of Cannae. Whether his failure before Rome result-

ed from his delay remains uncertain. His gieat name forbids the credence of

any imputation lessening his fame without full proof. No man can doubt but

Uiat the British general lost Charlestorr by his waste of forty-eight hours;

and yet, for aught the writer kijow?, thp delaj- might have proceeded froin ne-

(;essity, not from choice.
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were gained. The correspondence closed with the proposal on

our part, of neutrality to the town and state during the war, the

peace to fix its ultimate condition. This offer was rejected by the

British general ; and he followed its rejection, by retiring May
from before the town during the night. What train of rea- 13th.

soning could have produced the rejection of the proposition to

surrender the town on condition of neutrality by a general situated

as was Prevost, 1 confess myself incapable of discerning.

The moment he found that the works could not be carried, he

ought to have exerted himself to procure possession by negotia-

tion ; and certainly the condition of neutrality was in itself eligible.

It disarmed South Carolina for the war ; the effect of which upon

her infant sister, already nearly strangled, would have been con-

clusive ; and congress would have soon found, that their army, un-

aided by South Carolina, could not be maintained in Georgia.

No British force would have been retained from the field, to

preserve the neutral stale ; and the sweets of peace, with the al-

lurements of British commerce, would probably have woven a con-

nexion with Great Britain, fatal in its consequences, to the inde-

pendence of the southern states.

At all events, by the rejection of the proposal, when about to

withdraw with his army, the expedition became abortive. Where-
as acceptance of the proffered condition would have obviated the

disgrace attached to such a result, and deprived general Lincoln of

a great portion of his force, and of all the arms, stores, &c. deposit-

ed in Charleston. General Prevost had scarcely crossed the

May Ashley river before the American general, returning from
14th. Augusta, by forced marches reached Dorchester, the thres-

hold of the isthmus leading to Charleston, made by the Ashley and

Cooper rivers, which, uniting below the town, pass to the sea.

Reposing a few days in his camp, on the south of Ashley river,

Prevost commenced his retreat along the sea coast, which, with his

maritime means, was readily and safely effected.

He first entered .Tames' Island, then John's Island, where he es-

tablished himself, waiting for a supply of stores, daily expected
from New York.

CHAPTER XIII.

GiENERAL Lincoln, having called in his different corps, broke

up from his position in Dorchester, and sat down close to John's

Island, which the Stono inlet separates from the main.

On the main at the ferry, upon this inlet or river, the van of the

British was posted, consisting of one thousand five hundred men
under lieutenant colonel Prevost, who had erected three redoubts

in his front for the security of his position. The numerous small

craft, being fastened together, formed a communication between
the van and the main body on the Island.
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Notwithstanding the British expeditioa had issued in disappoint-

meDts, to which in military transactions more or less ignominy is

always attached, Lincoln was not satisfied, but was very desirous

to wind up with eclat the toils^ome and passive operations, into

which he had been reluctantly drawn, by his enterprising adversa-
ry. The van of the enemy only was within his reach ; and as the

bridge of boats afforded the sole conveyance to troops detached to

its support, the supporting force was necessarily limited. Relying

Jun« upon the advantage this circumstance afibrded, Lincoln raov-

4th. ed towards Stono on the 4th June, with the resolution of

striking at the van post ; but after examining the enemy's condition,

he thought proper to decline risking an assault.

In the course of ten or twelve days, lieutenant colonel Prevoftt,

with a portion of the army, was detached to the Savannah. The
vessels forming the temporary bridge being taken by this officer (ia

consequence of the intention then entertained of retiring trom the

main) for the purpose of conveying his troops, the communication

across the Stoao, revert«d to ferry transportation. General Pre-

vost afterwards relinquished his design of drawing his van into the

island, and sent lieutenant colonel Maitland to take charge of it.

This officer possessed a growing reputation which he well de-

served. Not only was the boat bridge broken up, rendermg the

communication more inconvenient, but the garrison had been re-

duced to five hundred men. Maitland hastened to improve hi^

condition by separating from it every incumbrance. His sick, his

spare baggage, his horses, with every other appurtenance, not ne-

cessary to defence, were conveyed across the Stono ; and he added

to the security of his post all those aids from labour, which genius

and industry beget.

Lincoln was soon advised of the departure of lieutenant colonel

Prevost, with the simultaneous occurrences. Resuming his origin-

al design, he did not hesitate to seize the present inviting opportur

nity to execute it. On the 19th he moved with his army, determined

to attack Maitland on the next morning. In accordance with this

decision, general Moultrie was directed to take possession of Jame^'

Island with a detachment from Charleston, for the purpose of pasg-

ing thence into John's Island, in order to draw upon hupselt the

attention of the British general, and thus divert him from the attack

upon his van. The ground in front of the enemy was level, and

covered, at a small distance from his works, with a grove of large

pine trees.

June On the 20th, Lincoln advanced to the assault. 1 he

20th. North Carolina militia composed his right,* under brigadier

* General Lincoln set an example, in his order of battle, worthy of imitation

by all commanders at the head of unequal troops, as was invariably the case

with Vmerican commandants. ,

.

Knowing that the Highlanders would take the enemy's right, he placed n\a

continentals on his left, whereas, agreeably to usage, they would have c«nripo8-

ed our right. Form ought ever to yield to juhsfancft, especiali^ m tt-" arrange^

mentB for bank.
7
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Butler and his regulars, his left under general Sumner. The
flank's were covered by light troops, lieutenant colonel Henderson,

at the head of one, and colonel Malmedy at the head of the other

corps ; and the reserve consisted of the cavalry, with a small bri-

gade of Virginia militia under general Mason. The Highlanders,

called the best troops of the enemy, being known to take post on

his right, became by this order of battle opposed to the continental

soldiers. Mnilland's piquets announced the American approach
;

and the British detachment formed for action. The seventy-first

regiment was posted on the right, and a regiment of Hessians on

the left. Lieutenant colonel Hamilton, with the North Carolina

regiment, composed the cf ntre. The British flanks seemed to be

secure ; as the one rested upon a mora-s, and the other upon a

deep ravine. Notwithstanding appearances, both were, in fact,

assailable ; for the first was firm enough to bear infantry, and the

other was not intersected by water. The retiring piquets were
supported by two companies of the seventy first regiment, who,

with their usual intrepidity, rushed into close action, and, fighting

bravely, were mostly destroyed. This advantage encouraged the

assailants, who were now ordered to reserve their fire and to put

the issue of the battle on the bayonet.

Our troops advanced with alacrity ; and the enemy waited their

approach until they got within sixty yards of the abbatis, when a

full fire from the artillery and small arms was delivered. Disobey-

ing orders, our line returned the fire, which was continued on both

sides without intermission for half an hour. The action became
keen and general ; the Americans continuing their fire with ardour.

The enemy's left was driven back ; and Maitland, seeing his dan-

ger, made a quick movement with the seventy-first regiment, from
the right to the left, supplying its vacancy with his reserve. The
Highlanders revived the contest on the left. The Hessians, being

rallied, were brought again into line : and the action raged with

increased fury. Lincoln, foreseeing the consequences, was chagrin-

ed to find his plan of battle interrupted ; and exerted himself to

stop the fire. At length he succeeded : a pause ensued ; and the
order for charge was renewed. Vain attempt! the moment was
passed ; and instantly the firing recommenced, and continued for

more than one hour : when the army of general Prevost was seen
hastening to the terry ; Moultrie having failed in making the intend-

ed diversion for want of boats. The British lieutenant colonel

manifested by the past conflict the probable issue of the future,

strengthened, as he soon would be, by the support fast approach-
ing ; which consideration induced Lmcoln to order a retreat. This
movement produced now, as it generally does, some disorder

;

which being perceived by Maitland, he advanced upon Lincoln
with his whole force. The cavalry (Pulaski was not present) were
ordered up by the American general to charge the enemy, whose
zeal in pursuit had thrown them into loose order. This was gal-

lantly executed
; but Maitland closed his ranks as the horse bore

upon him, «.nd giving them a full fire from his rear rank, the front,
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holding its ground ivith charged bayonets, brought this corps (brave,
but undisciplined) to the right about.* Tiius terminated the b,iitl«

of Stono. It was evidently lost, first, by the failure in the diver-
sion from Charleston, secondly by the erroneous plan of attack,

and lastly by the deviation from orders in its execution. It seems*
surprising that if, as we must presume, a sufficiency of boats had
been ascertained to be at our command before the assault was de-
termined upon, how it could happen that any deficiency should
occur in the moment of execution, unless Irom want of due atten-

tion in the department charged with their collection, which evin-
ces culpable negligence. Our force of battle was pointed against

the enemy's front, in which lay his strength, as he had improved
that part of his position by three redoubts, and other defences

;

whereas our chief effort ought to have been on his flanks, which
invited primary attention, as they were unfortified, and would,
upon due examination, have been found only to present an opposi-

tion easily to be surmounted. The morass was considered as im-
passable, whereas it was a firm marsh, lieutenant colonel Hender-
son having passed it in the course of the action with a part of his

eorps. The halt of the line, returning the enemy's fire instead

of pressing on with the bayonet, baffled our last hope of victory
;

nor is it improbable, had the appeal to the bayonet been uninter-

rupted, but that our courage would have surmounted all difficul-

ties ; and that we should have obtained the desired prize witli

heavy loss, which was attainable by a small sacrifice of lives, had

we directed our attack against the enemy's vulnerable points.

There was throughout our war, a lamentable ignorance in the to-

pography of the country in which we fought, imposing upon our
generals serious disadvantages. They had to ascertain the nature

of the ground by reconnoitring, or by inquiry among the inhabi-

tants. The first was not always practicable ; and the result of the

last was generally defeciive. Government ought to provide, in

time of peace, maps on a large scale of the various districts of the

<:ountry, designating particularly the rivers, their tributary streams,

the bridges, morasses and defiles, and hold them ready for use

when wanting, or we shall have to encounter the same difficulties

in any future, that we experienced in this, war.

The loss was nearly equal, amounting to one hundred and sixty-

five killed and wounded on the side of America. Among our kill-

ed was colonel Robert, of the Charleston artillery, a much respect-

ed officer. The American troops conducted themselves in this

affair very much like genuine soldiers, except in the deranging

breach of orders.

Lieutenant colonel Hamilton, with the majors M'Arthur and

MoncriefT, supported Maitland throughout the action, with zeal and

firmness.

* Mason, with his Virginia brigade, now advanced, delivering a heavy fire.

The enemy drew backj and our retreat was effected in tolerable order.
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In the course of a few days, the British general retired from

John's Island and the adjsvcent main, unperceived, pursuing his

route along the interior navigation to Geoigia, leaving lieutenant

colonel Maitland at Beaufort, in the Island of Port Royal, while

general Lincoln, reduced by the return of the militia to the cod-

tinentals, (about eight hundred) established himself at Sheldon,

conveniently situated to attend to the enemy at Beaufort. Tbe
sultry season had set in ; whicl», in this climate, like the frost of

the north, gives repose to the soldier *

Preparations for the next campaign, and the preservation of th«

health of the troops, now engrossed the chief attention of the hos-

tile generals.

Prevost, having reached Savannah, took up his quarters for the

season, detaching lieutenant colonel Cruger with one of the Pro-

vincial regiments to Sunbury.t This division of his force very

well corresponded with the resumption of offensive operations,

although it subjected the British to great hazard, should a su-

I>erior French fleet visit our coast, as had happened the precede

fng. year.

CHAPTER XIV\

X HE contest for the southern section of the United States had

been regarded, by the respective commanders in chief, with watch-

ful attention ; and each took measures to strengthen and invigorate

the operations in that quarter. Washington, enfeebled as he was,

detached to the south Bland and Baylor's regiments of horse, and

the new levies recruited for the Virginia line
; | while sir Henry

* The heat in the months of July and August forbade the toils of war. In

1781 we found the heat of September and October very oppressive.

t By retaining the post at Beaufort, the British general could readily pene-
trate by the means of the inland navigation into South Carolina, unmolested
by the Americans, destitute as we were of naval force.

XCopy of a letter to general Washington on southern affairs.

Philadelphia, April 28th, 1779.
Sir :

The inclosed letter from the lieutenant governor of South Carolina, commit-
ted to the coDfideration of a committee of three, and which, in the name of tho
committee, I have how the honour to inclose your excellency, will show you
the extremity to which our affairs in that quarter are driving. The committee
find a choice of difiicuUies in tliis business, because the reliance on militia from
Virginia having in a great degree failed, there appears no lemedy but such as
will lessen the force you had a tight to expect from Virginia lor reinforcing the
main army. We have no reason to suppose that a greater force than fourteeti

hundred militia, perhaps not "more than one thousand, will go from North Ca-
rolina

J
and of the one thousand ordered by the government of Virginia, we learn

that not more than three hundred and fifty have been obtained. In this state

pf things, the committee submit, to your excellency's wisdom and better knowl-
C'lge of the general slate of military affa-jis and intended operations^ the foi»
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Clinton, viewing the destruction of the resources of the common-
wealth of Virginia, as cutting up by the roots resistance in the

south, planned an enterprise against that state, no sooner conceiv-

ed than executed.*

A body of troops amounting to two thousand^ men was, early in

May, pl«^ced under the command of brigadier general Matthews.
Having immediately embarked on board the British squadron, con-
ducted by sir George Collier, the fleet stood out to sea on the 5tb,

and on the 9lh anchored in Hampton Road. No country presents

more easy access by water than Virginia, the object of his invasion.

Deep navigable rivers every where intersect it, presenting to the

maritime invader advantages too obvious to be overlooked, and
trammeling the measures of defence with those difficulties which
the severance of the inhabitants, by the enemy's possession of the

rivers, and the toils and delays of circuitous marches, inevitably

produce.
Aware of the disadvantages to which the state was exposed in war

by these bountiful gifts of heaven, government had erected in the

most vulnerable points slight fortifications to protect the inhabitants

from predatory incursions, and raised a regiment of artillery at

state expense, and for stale purposes, particularly with the view
of furnishing garrisons to their dispersed forts.

Norfolk, the great seat of Virginia commerce, is situated on the

east side of Elizabeth river ; opposite lies Portsmouth ; and to the

south, in the fork of the two branches of the Elizabeth, which
unite immediately above Norfolk, is Gosport ; where had been
established a navy -yard for the use of the state. To this river, and
to these towns, the British armament advavced. No difficulty

interposed but the annoyance to be expected from one of those

slight forts heretofore mentioned, and like all others erected in the

state, exposed on the land side, being designed exclusively to de»

lowing measures. That the two thousand new recruits now in Virginia be
forthwith reginieoted and ordered to join the southern <irniy ; that a sum of mo-
ney be gent to colonel Bland, with orders to re-enlist the men of his regiment,

and proceed without delay to the same destination, with his battalions of light

horse. If, sir, this plan should meet your approbation, the committee are of

opinion, that the sooner it were carried into execution the better.

Your excellency will be pleased to return the inclosed letter ; an-l the com-
mittee wish to be favoured with your opinion of the eligibility of this measure,
and if there is a probability of its being soon executed ; or what additional or

other method may occur to your excellency for the relief of the southern states,

which we find by conversing with general Howe, (who has just arrived here)

demands speedy and powerful assistance.

I have the honour to be, with the highest sentiments of esteem and regard, sir,

Your Excellency's most obedient

and very humble servant,

RICHARD HENRY LEE.

*This opinion of sir Henry Clinton was well founded: the destruction of

the resources of Virginia must have led to the annihilation of southern opposi-

tion. She may be truly styled the matrix of resistance in the south. The other

states were too remote to furnish many supplies, indispeusable to the prosecu-

tion of the wBr in that extremity of the Union.
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fend the channel of the rivers on which they stood. Fort Nelson,*
the principal of these defences, was situated on the west side of the

Elizabeth, a little below the town of Norfolk, and in full command
of the channel of the river.

Major Matthews, t with a garrison not exceeding one hundred
and fifty men, was charged with the care of thi.^ post. On the

10th the fleet entered Elizabeth river, the army debarking three
miles below Fort Nelson : preparations were made to gain its rear

the next morning, and to carry the works by storm.

Open in this quarter, resistance would have been temerity.

The major, foreseeing the enemy's intention, evacuated the fort dur-

ing the night, and retired to the margin of the Great Dismal
Swamp, where he could, when necessary, secure his corps from
insult or injury. The British general having thus possessed him-

self of the sole obstruction to his views, established head quarters

in Portsmouth, detaching troops to Norfolk, Gosport, and the cir-

cumjacent depots of naval and military stores. Finding in these,

places abundant magazines, he destroyed M not shipped for New
York, confounding private with public property.

The loss sustained was great, and the injury resulting from it

greater, as our stores were much wanted, and could not be quick-

ly replirced.

The invasion was as short as it had been effectual ; for before

t"he close of the month the fleet and army reached New York.

Louis XVI, true to his plighted faith, had given instructions to

his admirals in the West ladies to be always ready, in the intermis-

sion of active operations in that quarter, to extend assistance to

his allies. Count d'Estaing, the same admiral who, in the past

year, had been disappointed in his various efforts to contribute to

our relief, still commanded on that station.

Governor Rutledge and general Lincoln, convinced from the

impotent condition of the enemy in the south, that he must soon

fall, could the force of France in the West Indies be brought to

bear upon him in conjunction with the southern AmeTican army,

described, in conceit with Mons. Plombard, French consul at

Charleston, the feeble and divided condition of the army under gen-

eral Prevost, urging the count by the many weighty considerations,

involved in the project, to devote himself to the proposed enter-

prise during the hurricane months, when, in the West India seas,

naval operations cease. No mind was more obedient to the calls

of duty, connected with the prospect of increasing his personal

fame, than that of the P'rench admiral ; and he must have felt some

anxiety to make amends in a second, for the disappointments expe-

rienced in bis first, visit to our coast. He acceded instantly to the

proposition ; and, as soon as the season and his state of prepara-

* So named, in commemoration of the patriotic and virtuous general Nelson,

afterwards governor of the state, not more distinguisheH foi hisctimnhle qual-

ities as a man, than he was by his pure and gallant exertions in the cabinet and

'\i\ the fielil.

t Thomas Matthews, since speaker of the- house of delegates, of Virginia.
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\ion permitted, he set sail from Cape Francois for Tybee with forty-

one sail, mostly of the line, having on board ten regiments amount-

ing to six thousand men.

On drawing near the American coast, the count despatched two

ships of the line and three frigates to Charleston, with major gen-

eral Fontanges, to announce his approach, and to concert, with the

governor and general, a plan of operations. Pursuing his course,

with the remainder of the fleet, he arrived on the coast oi Georgia

early in September. Unapprehensive of danger from a French

fleet, knowing, as did general Prevost, the British power upon the

sea, the appearance of the count d'Estaing was as unexpected as

it was alarming.

Several of the British ships of war on the Georgia station fell a

prey to this sudden invasion ; and the rest were saved by running

them up the Savannah river.

Lincoln* immediately put his force in motion, and passed into

Georgia at Zubly's ferry on the 9th ; while governor Rutleda:e,

with his usual activity, irabodied the militia, hurrying them on by

regiments to join the American general. At the same time be col-

lected a number of shallops, and despatched them to the French ad*

miral for the purpose of facilitating the debarkation of his army.

On the 13th d'Estaing landed three thousand men at Beaulieu ;

on the 15th he was joined by Pulaski and hislegion ; and on the next

day the union of the allied army took place in front of the town of

Savannah, general Lincoln having been delayed longer than he ex-

pected by the various obstacle? opposed to his progress.

The British general was no sooner apprised of the appearance

of the French fleet than he devoted himself to vigorous prepara-

tions to meet the unequal contest. Orders were hastened to the

lieutenant colonels Maitiand and Cruger, to join him by forced

marches ; and captain ^'enry, of the navy, laying up the remnant

of his small and useless squadron, the marines, sailors and cannon,

were landed, and the first united to the garrison, the last mounted

on the batteries. Two hundred negroes were associated with the

troops in labour ; old works were strengthened and new works erect-

ed. These were designed and executed by major Moncrieff, of

the engineers, an ofticer of superior merit. Lieutenant colonel

Cruger, with the garrison of Sunbury, had reached Savannah be-

fore the French army sat down before it. Maitiand, with that of

Beaufort, consisting of veteran troops, was yet absent.

Before the union of the two armies, the count d'Estaing sum-

moned the British general in the name of his most christian majesty

only. This off"ensive style violated the respect due from one

sovereign to another, and could not have been relished by the

* General Lincoln passed the Savannah river at Zubly's ferry. On the south

the swanips are very extensive, pierced by three creeks, over which, bridged

had t een erected. These had been broken down by the Britisli generali a^f*-

thus aur progress wa? much re.tardetl.t
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American general, although policy may have forbid his noticing il

at the moment. *

General Prevost, recollecting the late transactions before Charles-

ton, determined to imitate the example furnished by his enemy on

that occasion. He answered so a>* to protract negotiation, which

terminated in his proposition of a truce for twenty -four hours, for

the purpose of enabling him, as he suggested, to adjust terms of

sarrender, should he tlius conclude. This was granted ; ?«) con-

fident was count d'Estaing of ultimate success. Unfortunate i>. pite !

it gave not only time for the completion of much of the until. is^hed

work ; but what was infinitely more important, it enabled lieuten-

ant colonel Maitland to assume his part in the defence, before a

single offensive step was taken by the assailant. Cut off by the

French fleet from the customary route to Savannah the lieut»D-

ant colonel took the only one left which offered a prospect of arrival

Great were the obstacles he had to encounter, sometimes on

water, sometimes on land, in deep swamps and marshes, through

jrvhich his soldiers had to drag the boats, himself ill with rt bilious

fever, and in every step of his progress subject to interception.

Braving all these difficulties, this undaunted and accomplished offi-

cer made his way good to the river Savannah ; where, embarking in

boats above the anchorage ground of the French fleet, he entered

the town before the expiration of the truce. Every benefit ex-

pected from the delay being derived, Prevost now answered, "that

he should defend himself to the last extremity," This resolution

accorded with the wish of all ; such had been the change effected

during the truce in the state of the besieged. Maitland's junction

diffused universal joy, not only because he added one third to the

number of the garrison, and that too in troops of the best quality,

but because he added himself, always the source of comfort where

danger reigned.

The allied army having brought up their ordnance intended for

the siege, broke ground on the 23d ; and with such diligence were

their approaches pushed that, in the course of twelve days, fifty-

three pieces of battering cannon, and fourteen mortars, were mount-

ed. All of these opened on the 4th of October, threatening speedy

destruction to the enemy's defences. This dreadful display induced

general Prevost to solicit the removal of the aged, the women, and

children, to a place of safety ; a request sustained by the claims of
humanity, and in no way injurious to the besieged, (the expectation

of gaining the town being unconnected with the state of provisions)"

was unaccountably rejected by the confederate generals.

On the approach of the French, few guns were mounted in the

works of the enemy ; but such had been the vast exertions of gen-

eral Prevost that now nearly one hundred of different calibers were
in full array.

* Whether genera) Lincoln remonstrated to the count for this folly, if un-

meant, and for this impertinence, if meant, the wiiter cannot decide; but it

has been often and confidently asserted, that the French commander explained

the matter t* genera} Lincoln''8 satisfaction.
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Savannah lying on the river is on that side safe. A deep moras?
Jlretches from the river above, and gives security to that quarter.

Fields environ it on the other two sides. Here the allies were
approaching ; and here were found the enemy's defences. Through-
out had been erected redoubts and batteries secured wherever
necessary in the rear, with impalements and traverses, and the
whole surrounded with a ditch and abbatis. So well prepared for
defence, the change from regular approaches to storm tvas the wish
of the besieged, their fate being otherwise sealed unless relieved
by a British fleet. Prevost did not waste his force in attempts to

impede our advances, only two sorties being made during the
siege ; from neither of which did any material consequence ensue.
He calculated on a storm, kjowing the danger to the French fleet

and army, separated as they were, from the active and daring ope-
rations of the British navy, as well as from those agitations of nature
usual in the autumn, and so 'Wlen destructive to ships on the coast.

He also counted upon the impatient temper of the French identi-

fied in the character of their commander, not doubting from his

being our voluntary assistant, he would take his measures from and
for himself Lincoln's wisdom, Lincoln's patience, Lincoln's coun-
sel, would be very hiuited in its effect.

Thus judging, Prevost was right in preserving his full strength
for the decisive hour. It soon came : "already count d'Estaing had
spent one month in the completion of an enterprise, which from
the inlormation he had received in Cape Fran§ois, he calculated

would have detained him ten days.* His naval oflicers felt for the

safety of the fleet, and daily growing anxious for change of station,

80W became more pressing in their remonstrances ; and the affairs

in the West Indies (to which aid to us was always secondary,) begaa
Xo demand his attention. The count's own character gave pungency
to the conclusion growing out of these considerations- He accord-

ingly made kno-vn to Lincoln that the siege must be raised forthwith,

or a storm attempted. Situated as the American general and the

country in his care were, no alternative remained. However sin-

cerely he must have wished for the continuance of the adopted

system, sate and sure, he could not hesitate in renouncing it, and

putting every thing to hazard, sooner than to abandon so important

an enterprise.

It was of course determined to carry the enemy by storm, and

the 9th of October, close at hand, was fixed for the assault. The
plan of attack was judicious ; the morass stretching from the river,

and covering one quarter of the town, gave a concealed approach

-from a sink in the ground, along its margin leading to the British

* The information derived by the cotnmuuication from "the governor general,

and French consul, before mentioned, and which led to the enterprise, was cor-

lecU D'Estaing found the enemy subdivided, the best officer and the best

troops did not join until the truce was nearly expired. Any four hours before

the junction of lieutenant caloueJMajtland was sufficient to have taken Sav-rnr-

rvab.
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right, believed by the assailants to be the most vulnerable.* This

advantagre was seized by D'Estaing and Lincoln : they drew, into

it two columns, the elite of the confederate force, determined to

confide the issue to their prowess ; while the American militia,

threatening the centre and left, should thus distract the enemy's

resistance. Prevost, anticipating with delight the chance of safety

which could only be realized by a change in system on the part of

the assailants, or by the approach of the British fleet, was always

pre|>ared. To the care of lieutenant colonel Maitland he assigned

his right, his weakest part. The centre he confided to lieutenant

colonel Hamilton, of the North Carolina regiment, and the left to

lieutenant colonel Ciuger.

General Prevost having lined the intrenchments with appropriate

troops, held disposable to succeeding incidents the seventy-tirsl re-

giment, two Hessian regiments, one battalion of the New Jersey

brigade, one of the New York brigade, and the light infantry id

a second line, safe from the injury of our fire.

The 9th of October dawned : the allied troops moved to the

assault. The serious stroke having been committed to two columns,

one was led by d'Estaing and Lincoln united, the other by count

Dillon ; the third colu nn moved upon the enemy's centre and left,

first to attract attention, and lastly to press any advantage which

might be derived from the assault by our left.

The troops acted well their parts; and the issue hung for some time

suspended. Dillon's column, mistaking its route in the darkness of

the morning, failed in co-operation, and very much reduced the

force of the attack ; while that of d'Estaing and Lincoln, concealed

by the same darkness, drew with advantage near to the enemy's

lines undiscovered. Notwithstanding this loss of concert in assault

by the two columns destined to carry the enemy, gallant and deter-

mined was their advance. The front of the first was greatly thinned

by the foe, sheltered in his strong and safe defences, and aided by

batteries operating not only in front but in flank.

Regardless of the fatal fire from the covered enemy, this uo-

ftppalled column, with Lincoln antl d'Estaing at its head, forced the

abbatis, and planted their standards on the parapet- All was gone,

could this lodgment have been sustained. Maitland's comprehen-
sive eye saw the menacing blow ; and his vigorous mind seized the

means of warding it off". He drew, from the disposable force, the

grenadiers and marines nearest to the point gained. This united

corps under lieutenant colonel Glazier assumed with joy the ardu-

ous task to recover the lost ground. With unimpaired strength it

fell upon the worried head of the victorious column ; who, though

The hollow way which led to the enemy's right gave great advantage to

the assailant. It brought him close, u'nperceived and uninjured. The small
distance to pass over when discovered, and when exposed to the enemy's fire,

diminished greatly the loss to be sustained before he reached the ditch. So per-
suaded was the British general that his right was the part to be especially guarfll-

ed, that there he postW his best troths, and there commanded lieutenant col-

cnel Maitland.
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piercing the enemy in one point, h.id not spread along the parapet
;

and the besieged bringing up superior force, victory was suppress-
ed in its birth. The triumphant standards were torn down ; and
the gallant soldiers who had gone so far towards the goal of conquest,
were tumbled into the ditch and driven through the abalis. About
the time that Mailland was preparing this critical movement, count
Pulaski, at the head of two hundred horse, threw himself upon the
works to force his way into the enemy's rear. Receiving a mortal
wound, this brave ofiicer fell ; and his fate arrested an etfcrt which
might have changed the issue of the day.* Repulsed in every point
of attack, the allied generals dreiv off their troops. The retreat

was effected in good order ; no attempt to convert it into rout being
made by the British general ; who, having gained his object, wise-
ly refrained from hazarding by this measure the safety of the town
and garrison. From the enemy's artillery only, the retiring army
received injury, which was considerable. Count d'Estaing, who,
with general Lincoln, had courted danger to give effect to the as-

sault, was wounded, as was major general Fontange, with several

other officers. The French, killed and wounded, were rated at

seven hundred men. The American regulars suffered in propor-

tion : two hundred and forty being killed and wounded, while the

militia from Charleston, their companions in danger, lost one cap-

tain killed, and six privates wounded. The enemy, fighting under
cover of their skilfully constructed works, suffered but little, only

one hundred and twenty of the garrison being killed and wounded.
The British general gained, as he merited, distinguished applause

for the wisdom, vigilance and courage displayed throughout the

siege. He was supported with zeal by every man under him,

each in his station contributing his full share to the desired end.

Captain Tawes, of the provincial troops, signalized himself by his

* This gallant soldier was a native of Poland, whose disastrous history is

welljiknown. Vainly struggling to restore the lost independence of his country,

he was forced to seek personal safety by its abandonment. Hearing of the no-

ble struggle in which we were engaged, he hastened to the wilds of America,

and associated himself with our perils and our fortune. Congress honoured

him with the commission of brigadier general, with a view, as was rumored, of

placing him at the head of the Ameiican cavalry, the line of service in which

he had been bred. But his ignorance of our language, and the distaste of our

officers to foieign superioiity, stifled this project. He was then authorized to

raise a legionary corps, appointing his own officers.

Indefatigable and persevering, the count collected about two hundred infan-

try and two huudied horse, made up of all sorts, chiefly of German deserters.

His officers were generally foreign with some Americans. With this assemblage

the count took the field : and after serving some time in the northern army, he

was sent to the south, and fell as has been described He was sober, diligent

and intrepid, gentlemanly in his n\anners, and amiable in heart. He was ve-

ry reserved, and, when alone, betrayed strong evidence of deep melancholy.

Those who knew him intimately spoke highly of the sublimity of his virtue, and

the consluJicy of his friendship. Commanding this heienogeneous corps, badly

equipped and worse mounted, this brave Tole encountered difficulty and sought

danger. Nor have I the smallest doubt if he had been conversant in our lan-

guage, and better acquainted with our customs and country, but that Ite wonld

have become one of our most conspicuous and useful officers.
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intrepidity in defeticling the reiioiibts committed to liis charge, the

leading point of our assault, lie fell d^ad at the £;ate with his

sword phinged into the body of the third enemy, uhoin he had slain.

Lieutenant colonel JMaitland, always great, surpassed u^on this

occasion his former glory ; but to the deep regret of liis admiring

comrades, in a few days after our repulse, fell a victim to the fever

which he had brought with him from Beaufort. Major Moncrieff,

chief engineer, captain Chariton, commanding the artillery, and

captain Henry, of the navy, acting with the garrison, received the

general's marked acknowledgments for their exemplary exertions.

Nor was the allied army behind their successful foe in the race of

glory. Every thing was done, which brave men could do. The
darkness of^the marning produced the loss of punctual combination

between the columns ch:irged with the assault ; which unfortunate

occurrence probably led to our repulse. The daring effort of the

intrepid Pulaski to retrieve the fortune of the day, failmg, with his

much regretted fall, presents additional proof of the high spirit

which actuated the besiegers, demonstrating that every difficulty

was encountered, every danger braved, to crown the enterprise

with success. While with pleasure we offer the praise due to con-

federates in the hour of assault, we cannot pass from this disastrous

day without examining the preceding conduct of the leaders of the

allied army.
First, we ask why the route between Beaufort and Savannah

had not attracted primary attention. It must have been known
that lieutenant colonel JMaitland would level all obstacles sooner
than fail to unite himself with general Prevost ; and it ought to have
been known that, Maitland being stopped, Savannah would fall.

Yet it appears that this first object was entirely neglected ; and it

also appears that Maitland's junction, though unobstructed, was re-

plete with difficulty.

Secondly, we cannot but express surprise, fit being clearly un-
derstood that the French co-opeiation must be very limited in time)
at the long delay of the assault. Had count d'Estaing. when his

summons was answered by proposing a truce, penetrated the de-
sign of the enemy, rejected the proposal, and commenced the at-

tack, the British general would have surrendered, as Maitland had
not arrived, and the works were still incomplete. The rash de-
cision, of defending himself thus circumstanced, could not have
been adopted ; and had it been adopted with the same gallantry
%vhich was displayed at a future day, the French must then have
succeeded. The American general had not come up, and is of
course exempt from his share in this animadversion : a delay unex-
pected and unfortunate, for probably had Lincoln been in place,
the truce might have been rejected, and an assault adopted.
Our repulse was followed l»y raising the siege. The ;dlied ar-

mies separated in good humour, although so lamentably foiled in
tjieir sanguine expectations.*

* The thorough good will, exemplified by the general's troops when separat-

Jng. induces the helief that i!ie offensive style, in which the summons had been
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Without delay the count d'Estaing re-embarked his troops, and,
resuming his naval station in the We-^t Indies, went himself to
France, while general Lincoln returned to South Carolina.
The abandonment of the siege of Savannah closed the campaign,

which ha^ been active, daring and novel, ever presenting some-
times to one side, sometimes to the other, splendid prospects, and
turning the moment of expected success into bitter disappointment :

Charleston and Savannah alternately struck at by the opposite ar-
mies, both within the grasp of the assailant, and neither taken

;

the American army under Howe defeated ; an imposing detach-
ment under Ashe cut to pieces ; Lincoln baffled at Stono ferry ; the
united forces of America and France repul-^ed before Savannah •

yet nouvithstandmg these heavy disasters, the upper country of
Georgia, the object of the contending generals, rested in the pos-
session of the United States,

CHAPTER XV.

T HILE the allied army was engaged before Savannah, colonel
John White, of the Georgia line, conceived and executed an extra-
ordinary enterprise. Captain French, with a small party of the
British regulars, was stationed on the Ogeechee river, about twen-
ty-tive miles from Savannah. At the same place lay live British
vessels, of which four were armed, the largest mounting fourteen
guns. White, having with him only captain Etholm and three sol-
diers, kindled many tires, the illumination of which was discernible
at the British station, exhibiting, by the manner of ranging them,
the plan of a camp. To this stratagem he added another : he and
his four comrades, imitating the manner of (he staff, rode with
haste in various directions, giving orders in a loud voice. French
became satisfied that a large body of the enemy were upon him •

and, on being summoned by White, he surrendered (1st of Octo-
ber) his detachment, the crews of the five vessels, forty in num-
ber, with the vessels, and one hundred and thirty stand of arms.

Colonel White having succeeded, pretended that he must keep
back his troops, lest their animosity, already stifled by his great
exertions, should break otU, and indiscriminate slaughter take place
in defiance of his authority

; and that therefore he would commit
his prisoners to three guides who would conduct them safely to
good quarters. This humane attention on the part of While was
thankfully received. He immediately ordered three of his titten-

dants to proceed with the prisoners, who moved off with celerity,

anxious to get away lest the fury of White's corps, believed to be
Viear at hand, might break out, much disposed though he himself
was to restrain it.

couched, hart either been satisfactorily explained, or was understood by tha
American general to have been an accidental slip on the part W the count
d' Estaing in the buny of the moment.
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White, with thfe soldier retained by him, repaired, as he an-

nounced to his guides and prisoners, to his troops for the purpose

of proceeding in their rear.

He now employed hims^elf in collecting the neighbourhood mili-

tia, with whom he overtook his guides, their charge safe and happy

m the good treatment experienced.

The extraordinary address of White was contrasted by the ex-

traordinnry folly of French ; and both were nece:3sary to produce

this wonderful issue. The affair approaches too near the marvel-

lous to have been admitted into these Memoirs, had it not been

uniformly asserted, as uniformly accredited, and never contradicted.

Congress, undismayed by the gloom which the unexpected issue

to the siege of Savannah had spread over the south, took immedi-

ate measures to reinforce Lincoln ; and sir Henry Clinton, encour-

nged by his success, determined to press to completion its subjuga-

tion. , ^ 1-

In pursuance of a resolution of Congress, the North Carolina

line was ordered to South Carolina ; and solemn assurances were

wiven of effectual support to the languishing resistance in the

south.

Sir Henry Clinton having withdrawn the British garrison from

Newport, thereby restoring the elastic patriotism of the state of

Rhode Island to its wonted energy and freedom, and being rein-

forced from England, prepared a respectable detachment of chosen

troops to be led by himself for the reduction of South Carolina.

Wailing for the departure from the American coast of the French

fleet, he was no sooner apprised of this event than he began the

embarkation of his arnr.y ; which being completed. Admiral Ar-

buthnot, the British naval commander on the American station,

took upon himself the direction of the escorting fleet, and sailed

from Sandy Hook on the 26th of December.

The voyage was tempestuous and tardy ; some of the transports

were lost, and others taken ; all the horses for the cavalry and

artillery perished ; and the fleet, being much crippled in its stormy

passa<^e, never reached Tybee, its destined point until the end of

January. Here the damaged ships were repaired with all practi-

cable haste ; and the admiral put to sea, steering his course for

North Edisto sound in South Carolina. The armament arrive*

there on the 10th of February ; and the next day was employed in

disembarking the army on John's Island.

Sir Henry Clinton was now on terra firma, within thirty miles

of Charleston. He took immediate measures for advancing, but

with the utmost circumspection, ?acri6cing much time in fortifying

intermediate posts to hold safe his communication with the fleet.

There are occasions and situations when such conduct is entitled

to commendation, indeed when the omission would be highly repre-

hensilile. But this was not the case now ; no possible interrup-

tion was practicable on tlie part of Lincoln, whose regular force

consisted of about two thousi^rid men, ii>cluding the Nortb Caro-
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Una regulars, and four hundred Virginians, who had lately joined
him under lieutenant colonel Heth. To these the militia of the
town only is to be added ; for that of the country was much indis-

posed to shut themselves up in a besieged fortress. The recollec-
tion of the repulse which himself and admiral Parker had sustain*

ed at this spot, in 1776, must have inspired sir Henry Clinton with
more respectful considerations of the power of his enemy, and the
strength of his defences, than accurate information would warrant.
Determined to avoid a second rebuff, the general pursued, with
unvarying pertinacity, the most cautious system.* The necessary
boats for the transportation of the army, passing along the interior

navigation to Waapoocut, entered into Ashley river under the com-
mand of captain Elphinston. On the 29th of March the van of
the British reached the banks of the river, having marched thirty

miles since the 11th of February, and never meeting, during the
whole period, with the smallest resistance, except in the solitary

instance of a rencontre between lieutenant colonel Washington,
commanding Baylor's diminished regiment of cavalry, and lieute-

nant colonel Tarleton ; whose dragoons, having be«n remounted
on horses procured by sir Henry Clinton since his landing, covered
the left flank of a division advancing from Savannah. This first

meeting terminated favourably for lieutenant colonel Washington,
who in the sequel took a few prisoners ; among whom was lieu-

tenant colonel Hamilton, of the royal regiment of North Carolina.
On the 30th sir Henry Clinton passed Ashley river above Charles-

ton, and on the following day sat down in front of our works. On
his march the van of the leading column was gallantly attacked by
lieutenant colonel Laurens with a corps of light infantry ; in which
skirmish the earl of Caithness, aid de-camp to sir Henry Clinton,

was wounded. It is possible that the extraordinary delay, with
which he movements of the British general were made, might have
been intended with the double view of excluding the possibility of
failure, and of seducing his enemy to continue in Charleston. If

so, he succeeded completely in both objects. He certainly secur-

ed himself from insult ; and his delay as certainly tixed the fate of
the southern army, which never could have been inclosed in the
untenable town, had not the sound mind of major general Lincoln
been bent from its own resolve by the wishes of all the influential

characters of the state, and by the confident expectation of ade-

quate support ; neither of which considerations would have influ-

enced him but for the long lapse of time which intervened betweeo

* In the whole course of the American war, there seems to have been a sys-

tematic sacrifice of time by the British generals, excepting where lord Corn-
wallis commanded. I do not recollect any opcratioriS wherein the Biitish re-

soited to forced marches. Washington, in 177C, was hurried through the Jer-

seys. Upon this occasion lord Cornwitllis was the operating general ; and we
all remember how he pushed Morgan, and afterwarrls Greene, in the CaroJinas.
The 'felay of sir Henry Clinton in this sliort march of thirty miles is inexplica-

ble, unless from habit, or from a wish lo induce ihe American general to shut

himself up in Charleston.
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the day of disembarkation, 11th of February, and the 30th of

March, the day of beginning investiture.

At the bottom of the short and narrow isthmus, as has been ob-
served, mude by the rivers Ashley and Cooper, stands Charleston,

the metropohs of South Carolina, and the emporium of the soath-
ern commerce. The rivers uniting south of tlie town make a con-
venient bay which glides by a slight current into the sea, assisting

to form Horae handsome islands in its Bow, and creatmg, by its re-

sistance to the overbearing surge of the ocean, a bank of sand,

emphatically called the Charleston Bar. On two of these islands,

Sullivan's and James', defences had been erected in the begmning
of the war : on the first, Foit Moultrie, on the last, Fort Johnston.

In 1'77C colonel Moultrie, by his intrepid resistance on Sullivan's

Island, repulsed a formidable fleet and army, as has been before

recited

Estimating the defence of the approach from sea as momentous
to the safety of South Carolina, congress had prepared a small

squadron, under commodore Whipple, to co-operate with the insu-

lar fortifications. United to those of the state, our naval li;rce,

then in Charleston harbour, consisted ol nine sail, the l.ugest

mounting forty-four guns. From the successful resistance made
by colonel Moultrie, in 1776, it was contidently, and with much
reason, presumed that the difliculty of passing the bar, the co op-

eration of the squadron with the Forts Moultrie and Johnston, and
the numerous batteries erected to protect the harbour, the British

fleet would meet obstacles not easily to be surmounted. Fort
Moultrie, with its appendages, was committed to colonel Pinckney,*
fitted in heart and head to uphold its splendid fame.

Confiding in his defences by water, the American general be-

stowed his unremitted attention to strengthen and enlarge those on
land. The two rivers which form Charleston neck, like all the

rivers in that country, are lined on both shores with extensive

swamps, deep in water and in mud, and impervious to the passage
of troops. Profiting by these natural impediments, a canal at a
proper distance in front was cut from .-wamp to swamp. Beyond
the canal, strong deeply laid abbalis m iwo rows, presented them-
selves, and were rendered more formidable by a double picketed
ditch. Between this line of defence and the main works, iioles

dug in the ground were interspersed to break the order of advan-
cing columns ; strong redoubts and batteries skilfully constructed
were erected to enfilade the flanks ; and in the centre was an in-

closed horn work of masonry. The slow approach of the enemy,
the active exertions of governor Rulledge ; invested by the gen-
eral assembly with every povverf but that of life and death, and

* Charles Cotesworth Pinckney.
i The lejj'islature passed an act " delegating to governor Rutledge, and suchi,

of his council as he could conveniently cuiisult, a pov. ui to do every thing ne-
cessary for the public good, except taking away the ViW. of a citizen without^
'es«l trial." This is dealing out power with a profuse hand.
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the indefatigable efforts of major general Lincoln, had rendered our
land defences respectable and imposing, when the enemy appeared
in our front. On the 1st of April sir Henry Clinton began his firsc

parallel at the distance of eight hundred yards
; previous to which

the fleet had taken its station off Charleston bar.

This natural obstacle had been uniformly regarded as present-
ing decided advantage to the besieged ; and comtnodore Whipple,
with his squadron, was theietore deta-Jied to Charleston, presum-
ing that with his torce he could successfully stop the enemy from
passing the bar, inasmuch as their ships must be lightened, taking

out their guns and oilier incumbrances, to enable them to float its

water. Strange to tell, this uniformly accredited opinion was on
the moment of trial fouiid fallacious.*

It was discovered that our frigates could not ap[)roach near

enough lo oppose the passHge of the bar w ith any kind of success
;

and we necessarily abandoned without a struggle this pomt of de-

fience so much relied on. Commodore Whipple took a second sta-

tion with his squadron in range with Fort Moultrie, where it was

confidently expected etl'ectual opposition to the progress of the

enemy's fleet could be made.

The British ships selected for this operation lay two weeks with-

out the bar, deprived of their guiis, waiting for wind and tide.

These being favourable on the 20th of March, a sixty four, with

some frigates, passed without injury of any sort. No sooner had

this been effected but it was discerned that the obstructions in the

channel were not of magnitude, and that no probability of success-

ful resistance offered itself in our new station. The squadron was

a second lime ordered to retire j and having sunk most of our arm-

ed shij>s in the mouth of Cooper's river to prevent the British

admiral's holding that important pass, the crev^s and guns vvere

landed and applied in the defence of the town, now relying for its

safety, solely upon the strength of its fortifications and the valour

of its garrison

With a fair wind, on the 9th of April, the British admiral weigh.-

ed, with the determination to pass Fort Moultrie.

A critical research into tiie various proceeilings of congress and of the

states, in making preparations of cleJ>nce, evince a negligence in the ascurtain-

ment of facts, essential to the accurate execution of measures whUh excites

surprise and regret. \Vc liave before seen that a British admiral fiist ti.i-covcr-

ed that a small inlet between Mud Island and the Pennsylvania short v^ould

admit ships with cannon, and that, availing hiii.self of this discovery, he forced

us lo abandon Mud Island, and tlius probably »avcd the Britisli army. We
now Sf-e that it was reserved for ihe moment of trial to learn that the bar of

Charleston was not defensible by our squadron, because the water within llifi

bar was too shallow for our frigates. Would not due inquiry have ascertain*

ed these tiuths in due time, when the inlet so destructive to :"*<'ud island might

have been readily shut up by immovable obsttuctioas, close ar it was under the

command of our fort, and when a naval f'lc.i, fitted for the depth ol water

within the bar, might have been as readily prepared and hei.t to C.iarlesloa as

was tiiC useless squadron which, by the surrender of the town, became the jjro-

yertv of the enemy.
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Thi« he reaiVily accomplished, notwiihsfanding all the opposition

„ht h it was poiible for coJonel I'inckney to make. Not a ship

wa disabled ; and ordy twenty-seven men killed and wounded A

Tonvin 0, p;oof that nnl... the hostde fleet is stopped Ivy cbstruc-

tions in the channel difficult and tedious to remove, the fire o forts

and batteries never can avail.* Having passed th.s our only re-

nainin" point of resistance, the Biitish fleet anchored with.n the

harbou^r out of reach of further ofl-enc*.. On the same day Rir

Henry Cl.nton finished his first parallel, when the -British com-

manders demanded the surrender of the town. 1 o th.s summons

general Lincoln replied :
" Sixty days have been past, since it has

been known that your intentions against tins town were hostile, in

which, time has been afforded to abandon it; but duly and inchna-

lion point to the propriety of supportins it to the last extremity.

This answer was no sooner received 'ban the British batteries com-

menced the dire assault,, which continued without intermission.

As the British were possessed of the harbour and of Charleston

neck, only the pass across Cooper river, and up its eastern bank,

remained open to general Lincoln. A retreat was eff"ectible, and

onn-ht in prudence to have been attempted as soon as the defence

of'the bar was discovered to be impracticable ; being then omitted

it ought now to have been attempted. For although it certainly

had been rendered more hazardous than it was, before the enemy's

fleet passed the bar, yet it was still practicable.! One difficulty of

force only was attached to the attempt—discovery before the gar-

rison had crossed the river and begun its march. This certainly

might have been prevented by lining all the avenues to the enemy's

posts with troops of approved fidelity. But this salutary plan was

not adopted.

It does not seem then to have been even contemplated ;
for

shortly before, brigadier general Woodford, with seven hundred of

the Virginia line, detached from the main army by general Wash-

ington, entered the town. This would not have taken place had

retreat been in view. Woodford would have been halted at Monk's

Corner, where brigadier linger, of the South Carolina line, wa?

* Was this the solitary instance within our own experience of the accuracy

of this observation, the result so confidently relied upon might be doubted; but

every attempt made by the naval force of the enemy during the war succeeded

in like manner; and many such operations took place.

Experience every where proves the truth of the remark ; and it ought to in-

fluence government in their preparation of water defences wiienever they may

be resorted to.

tOur cavalry was now safe ; and we had a small force of militia. All the

horses in Charleston might have been conveyed across the river with saddles,

bridles, and swords, which would have enabled Lincoln to mount some ot his

infantry, to act as dragoons, and thus given to the retreating arn.y a decided

superiority in that important force. At the s^me time it would have deprived

the enemy of the means of transportation of stores, baggafje, and munitions,

without which, in adequate quantities, he would not have pursued any great

distance. Gaining one march in this situation of things, Lincoln was safe ;

and this advantage was certain, if his caution and secrecy prevented discovery.
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posted with the cavalry, to preserve communicatron between the
town and country. Indeed the loss of Charleston was a sad de-
ranging blow to the south ; the force of which w;is atrgravated by
the inj'idicions, thotigh faithful, effort to preserve it Not only the
metropolis of the state, and the depot of its coininerce. with a por-
tion of that of its northern neighbour, but the unrivalled seat of
southern beauty, taste, art, science, and wealth, Charleston, from
its foundation, had been the pride, the boast, and delight of the
high spirited gentry, and gallant yeomanry of that country. And
as if nature had stepped out of its ordinaiy course to give superi-
ority to its advantages, it is the region of salubrity, and draws with-
in its pale, in the season of summer, the sick to be cured, and the
well to enjoy health, reversing the common order in Europe and
America.*
Such a combination of influence >vas not to be resisted by the

brave and amiable Lincoln,! especially when supported by the co-
incident wish ot the grave fathers ot the state, and encouraged by
his reliance on assurances of adequato succour. It is to be regret-

led that the general's thoroiigh knowledge of his own situation, ot

the enemy's strength and object, and of the imbecility of govern-
ment, had not induced him to adopt that plan of operations vvhicli

would have upheld the commonweal should disappointments, which
too often happened, ibilow the assurances received from congress.

It was very certain that tlie possession of Charleston, only, was
not the sole object of the hostile armament, but the conquest of

that state, in the first place, and then of as many others as could

be added (o it. It was equally certain that the prepervation of the

country would soon regain the town, whereas the loss ol the coun-

try would irretrievably tix the doom of the town. Nor could it be

doubted that the salvation of the country depended on the timely

evacuation of the town, as thus only the army would be preserved

to arrest the enemy's advance. After this had been done, if the

assurances made general Lincoln should l>e realized, the suhjuga-

tion of the state became visionary, and the invader would abandon

Charleston, which would have probably stopped the prosecution of

the war. If the assurances should turn out illusory, as they did,

the army safe, would have given a rallying point to our militia, and

drawn together such a force as might have resisted the enemy et-

fectually, whenever sir Henry Clinton returned fo i\ew York
J

•In the sickly season (the summer and autumn) Charleston is resorted to,

as with us, and every where else on the two coiiiiiients, are ttie upper country

and its waters. This used to be the case; and I believe it still ci»niiiiucs, with

the exception of some who visit the northern states in the sultry season.

t Tlie American general part.ikes in character more of /Eneas, than of Hector.

if Sir Henry Clinton had left New York with a reduced force, and under a

German general; admitting that lie was safe from the intrusion of a French

navy, as was probable, still he was not safe from general Washington, whose

army never received its full annual strength sooi.er tlian July. Sucn was the

dilatory progress, umler our weak government. It tiierefore could uot be

doubted but tliat sir Henry Clinton would return, and that as soon as wag

practicable, after the fall of Charleston.
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Those -.({flirfina; di^n^ter* which foiiowed never conUl have taken

place, heiu;htene(l by the intrstine divisions in ll)e two Carolinas.

Thtr h^achng characters of the country never could have been shut

up in Charleston, tube thence tr;in-|)orted in captivity; and the

people under the direction of their accustomed hghts and guides,

linked together by sameness of birth, of habit, of religion, and of

law, never could have been thrown into those deadly feuds, engen-

derino- that saui^uinary warfare, in some sections of the country,

which, with the fury of pestilence, de'=<troyed without discrimina-

tion.

Lei this sad though faithful record of our own experience ad-

monish the riilers of the nation, if in future vicissitudes of the

ever changing scenes of human afiairs, they should be called upon

to act in a similar conjuncture ; and let it impress on future gene-

rals, situated as was major general Lincoln, that the wiser course

is tliat which promises to promote the common good, when the

known impotence of the government renders the fail"'"'' «>* '*^ P*"*^-

mises probable. Although this opportuuliy tor retreat* was nc

* In proof of the sad fixprrtnlions whicli prevniled in Charleston about this

time, I subjoin an intPireptefl letter, publisiied by Mr. Stedman, whose history

of the American war 1 have pcrnsoH with great satisfaction, "From Mr. B.

Smith to Mrs. Smith, dated Oiarlcston, April 30."'

Hr>ving ncvpr had nn opportunity of writing to her since the enemy began to

act with vigour, airl knowm:; that a thousand evil reports will prevail to in-

crease her uiiFasiuPss—" Mine I have supportcfl pretty welt until last night,

when 1 rca)l3- almost sunk under the load. Piothiiig lemains around to comfort

rue but a p;obahilily of saving my life, after going tiirough many difficulties.

Our affair are daily declining; and not a ray of hope remains to assure us of

our supce^s. The enemy have tnrne(' the siege into a blockade, which in a

short time mrsi havn the desired effert ; and the most sanguine do not now en-

tertain tlip MnaMi'St hope of the town being saveil. The enemy have continued

their appi<<aches with vigour roiilinually, since I winte the inclosed, and are

now completing b tteries about two hundred yards distanre from our lines.

They hut seldom ."ire from tlieir cannon ; but their popping off rifles and small

guns do frequent mi^chipf, and every night throw an amazing number of shells

amongst our people, which, at the lines, though not atteiide'i with the damage
that might he reasonably expected, do some mischief. Our communication ie

entirely cut off from tlic country (excepting by a small pass at great risk) by
lord Cnrnwallts. who occupies every l.inrling place from HadrelPs point, a con-
siderable way up the river, with two thousand and five hundred men. When
i wrote last, it was the general opinion that we could evacuate the town at

pleasure : but a considerable reinforcement having arrived to the enemy, has
enabled them to stren^tlien their posts so effectually as to prevent that measure.
The same cause prevents our receiving fiiither supplies of provisions or rein-

forcements ; and a short time will plant the British standard on flur ramparts.
You will see by the inrlo?cd summons that the persons and [)ropertics of ihc
inhnbitints will he saved ; ami consefjiiently I expect to have the libert}' of
soon returning to you ; but the aimy must be marie prisoners of war. This
will give a rtnle shock to tlie indepemleiice of America : and a Lincolnade win
be as common a term as a Burgoynadc. Cut I hope in time we shall recover
this severe blow. Jiowever, belore this happens, I hope 1 shall be permitted to
return home, where I must stay, as my situation will not permit me to take any
further an .ictive part; and therefore my abandonins my property will subject
me to many iiicmiveniences and losses, v.'ithout being any way serviceable to

t'be country. This Ictttr will run great riek, as it will be surrounded on ajl
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glected, yet the governor and oiencral concerted measures well cal-
culated to maintain the communication betiveen the town and coun-
try. 'Ihe governor, with a moiety of the executive counsel, left
the town for the purpose of encouraging the collection of the'mili-
tia, find ot establishing a succession of posts, with supplies of pro-
vision, in case, at any future day, a retreat might be deemed pro-
per, while the lieutenant governor, the aged and respectable Mr.
Gadsden, with the other moiety, continued in the town to encour-
age, by their presence, (heir fellow citizens, and to assist, by their
authority, the military operations. Governor Rutledge formed two
camps, one between the rivers Cooper and Santee, and the other
on the Santee. But although clothed with dictatorial powers, and
exerting these powers with unabating zeal, he was never able to
collect a force in any degree respectable.

To be the principal, or to be the auxiliary, is very differently
relished by man.
The militia, feeling their imperfcction.s, can rarely be brouo^ht

to act the (iv'-t character, though willing, as they proved themselves
to assume the second.
To encourage the efforts of the governor, general Lincoln, in-

adequate as his garrison was, detached three hundred regulars, who,
with the cavalry and the militia, it was confidently hoped might
have held open the communication yet remaining, especially as
portions of the promi.<ed reinforcements were daily expected

;

all of which would probably have been annexed to this incipient
army.

Sir Henry Clinton, soon after the establishment upon John's
Island, had drawn from Savannah one thousand (wo hundred men,
and sent orders to lieutenant general Knyphausen to reinforce him
with three thousand more from New York. This succour was daily
expected.

Proceeding without disturbance in his second parallel, and anx-
ious to close the inve?(iture of tiie town by extending his opera-
tions on the north of Cooper's River, he placed under lieutenant
colonel Webster a corps of one thousand five hundred for the
execution of thi« object. Webster found that the American caval-

ry still lay at Monk's Corner. To this point he devoted his atten-

tion : soon informed, as well of their strength and position as of
their precautions, to guard against surprise, he determined to break
up the post, and selected the night of the 14th April for his enter-

sirfes; but as I know the person to whose caie it is committed, and feel for yont
iineasy situation, I could not but trust it Assure yourself that I shall sliortiy

see you; as nothing prevents Lincoln's surrender but a point of honour of
holding out to the last extremity. This is nearly at hand, as our provisions
will soon fail; and my plan is to walk off as soon as I can obtain permission.
Should ypur father be at home, make him acquainted with tlie purport of this

letter, and remember me to him, also to your mother ; but do not let the intel-

ligence go out of the house. But a mortifying scene must first be encountered
;

the thirteen stripes will be levelled in the dust, and 1 owe my life to the ck-iiis

ency of the conqueror.
(Signed) B. SMITH.
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prise. Taking some neglenled l.y-pUh^, I)is van composed of

Tafleton's legion, and Ferguson's iillemen, by avoiding llie pa-

troles, approached our videttes unperceived. Lieutenant colonel

Tarle'ton drove at them with his habitual promptitude, and entered

the camp with ihe videttes.

Although accoutrpd lor action, yet so instantaneous was the as-

sault tha*! the American cavalry were routed without resistance.

Lieutenant colonel Ua^iington, and most of the corps, saved ibem-

selves by their knowledge of the country, while the inhabitants

sutfered outrages shocking to relate.* All the extra horses, wagons,

ba<rgage, &c., fell into (he hands of the enemy. The British and

American statements differ as to our loss widely. By our account

we lost only thirty dragoons besides the baggage of the corps. Mr.

Stedmao, to whom I have before recurred, places it much higher;

and 1 have never been able to satisfy myself as to lite real loss.t

This successful exploit enabled lieutenant colonel Webster to es-

tablish a position on the Wando, thus securing all the country be-

tween that river and the Cooper. Lincoln learned with deep re-

gret the disaster of our cavalry, and its direct consequence, the

enemy's establishment on the VVando. He came to the resolution

of striking at this post ; but so weak was his garrison, that, by the

advice of a council of war called upon the occasion, he relinquish-

ed his intention ; and the post, fatal to his communication with the

country, was left undisturbed, although held by only six hundred

infontry and some cavalry. The reinforcement from New York

•"Some dragoons of the British legjion attempted to ravish several ladies

in the house of Ur. John Collington, in the neighbourhood of Moni^'s Corner,

where they were protected. A carriage being provided, tliey were escorted to

the house of M . The dragoons were apprehended and brought to Monk's

Corner, where by this time colonel Webster had arrived and taken the com-

mand. The latc'coloiipl Patrick Ferguson, of whom we shall have to speak

more hereafter, was for putting the dragoons to death. But colonel Webster

did not conceive that his power c.Mended to holding a general court martial.

The prisoners were, however, sent to head quaiters; and, I believe, were af-

terwards tried and whipped.'' Stednian.

t " Forty-two wagons, one hundred and two wa»on horses, and eighty-two

dragoon horses, and several officer's horses; a quantity of amniuflition, flour,

butter, clothing, camp and horse equipage, harness for all the wagons, all the

officer's clotiiing and bagg.ige, together with five punclieons of rum, six hogs-

heads Muscovado sugar, four barrels indigo, a quantity of tea, coffee, spices,

nails in catks, some French cloth, three barrels of gunpowder, swords, &c.,

foiMid in a store, which was set on fire and blown up by the carelessness of a

sentinel. The loss of the Americans in men was major Bernie, of Pulaski's

legion of dragoons, and three captains, one lieutenant, and two privates, kill-

ed ; fifteen privates, one captain, and two lieutenants, taken prisoners, includ-

ing the wounded. Major Be-rnie was mangled in the most shocking manner:

he had several wounds, a severe one behind his ear. This unfortunate officer

lived several hours, reprobating the Americans for their conduct on this occa-

siun ; and even in his last moments cursing the British for their baibarity, in

having refused quarter after lie had surrendered. 'I'he writer of this, who was

ordered on the expedition, afforded every assistance in his power, and had the

major put upon a table in a public house in the village, and a blanket thrown

over him. The major, in his last moments, was frequently insulted by the pti-

ates of the legion.'' bteduian.
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arriving about this time, lord Cornwallis was appointed to under-
take the investiture of the town on the north side of Cooper River,

with considerable augmentation to the corps operating under Web-
ster. Sir Henry Clinton had now completed his second parallel

without interruption, Lincoln wisely determining to preserve his

force undiminished by olTensive elforts on his part, that he might

be more able lo meet a storm, or to make good his retreat.

But seeing that a third parallel must bring the enem3- upon his

canal, and render further resistance chimerical, he determined to

interrupt its prosecution. Lieutenant colonel Henderson, oi the

south Carolina line, commanded a night sortie : it was executed

with honour to the commandant and his detachment ; but so tho-

roughly stable were the enemy's advances, thiit it was inetlectual,

and a repetition was never attempted.

Lord Cornwallis having, with his detachment, joined lieutenant

colonel Webster, the retreat of the garrison became scarcely prac-

ticable, nevertheless such was the solicitude of the American gene-

ral to save his army for the defence of the country, that he called

a council of war lo ascertain, through their advice, (he course to

be pursued. No longer doubting of the f.«ll of the town, the coun-

cil recommended that an ofler of surrender should be made on two

conditions: viz. Safety to the persons and property of the inhab-

itants ; and permission to the garrison to continue in arms. The
first condition was that which every conqueror ought to giant with

pleasure ; the second, that ivhich no conqueror can grant, unless

situated very diflerently from the British commander. The pro-

position was rejected ; and the besiegers pressed forward on their

road to victory. The admiral prepared a detachment from his fleet

under captain Hudson to attack Fort Moultrie, from which colonel

Pinckney, and a greater part of the garrison, had been withdrawn

soon alter the fleet passed the fort. Why a single man should have

been left, much as the lines before Charleston required additional

force, seems" inexplicable, especially after the evacuation of our

small posts at Lempiiere's Point, and on the Wando.*
The menace against Fort Moultrie produced surrender : the flag

of that renowned post was now lowered ; and the remnant garrison,

about two hundred men, were made prisoners.

The American cavalry, after the surprise at Monk's Corner,

withdrew to the north of the Santee for security, where lieutenant

colonel White, of Moylan's regiment, took the command. This

otficer, discovering that lord Cornwallis extended his foraging par-

ties to the southern banks of the river on which he was encamped,

determined to interrupt the collection of his supplies. Prepared

to execute this proper decision, upon the first notice of the ene-

•Lord Coriuvallis had taken possession of Mount Pleasant, which produced

the evacuation of Lecnpiieie's and Wando posts.

It applied as precisely to the withdrawing of the garrison from Fort Moul-

trie; as that post had never been fortified in this quaiter, aud was, of courie,

subject to approach without difficulty.
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my's approi^ich, he passed the Santee, struck at the foe, broke up

the forage excursion, captured most of the party, with which he

retired to Lenew's Ferry upon the Sautee, where he had ordered

boats to meet him ; and at the same time communicating his success

to lieutenant colonel buford, who commanded a regiment ot Virgi-

nia levies, stationed near the ferry, on the north side of the river,

requiring his aid in the transi)ortation of himself and prisoners to

tlie opposite shore.

How It happened is not ascertained ; but it did happen, that

Buford's co-operation, nor the boats ordered by White were felt or

seen ; and the successful lieutenant colonel, expecting instantly the

means of conveyance, incautiously waited on the southern bauk

of the river instead of moving to some secret and strong position.

Lieutenant colonel Tarleton was on his march to Lenew's Ferry

with his cavalry ; sent thither by tlie British general to j)rocure

intelligence ; falling in with a royalist, he was intbnued of White's

success, and instantly pressed forw.ird to strike him. He came up

with our cavalry on the banks of the Sintee, and repeated the ca-

tastrophe of Alonk's Corner. The knowledge of the country was

a .second time beneficial to the fugitives : the swamps saved some,

while others swam the river. Between thirty and forty only were
killed and takeiv.

The evacuation of our small posts on Wando and Lempriere**
Point, vvith the surrender of Fort Moultrie, and the second discom>

Jiture of our cavalry, gave to the enemy uncontrolled possession of
all the country between the Cooper and Santee Kivers, and extin-

guished the glimmering hopes that had been still entertained of the

practicability of a retreat from the town.

Soon tollowed the completion of the third parallel, which placed

(he garrison at the mercy of the besiegers. Unwilling, from mo-
tives of humanity, to increase the hardships of the unfortunate,

the British admiral and general a second time demanded surrender.

Lincoln now, from necessity, yielded up his army ; but, still anx-

ious to save the militia and inhabitants from captivity, he excepted

them in his assenting answer, which exception being declared in-

admissible, the negocialion ceased.

Reluctantly sir Henry Clinton renewed the contest by opening

the batteries of the third parallel, and pushed his works under

their tire to the brink of the canal, which by a sap to the dam was
drained. This liist barrier was now possessed by the enemy, and

a double sap carried thetice under the abbatis, within thirty steps

of our work. For two days, the fire from the third parallel con-

tinued without intermission, and with great execution ; and the

sharp shooters were planted so close to our lines as to single out

every man who exposed himselt to view.

The enemy being prepared to strike the last blow, the orders

for asnaii't only remained to be given, when the inhabitants became
assured tliat the concluding scene could not long be deferred, and
though heretofore devoted to the defence of the town, now wiCli
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one accord supplicated general Lincoln t-o rflinquijh the exception
made in their favour, and to accept the terms proffered.*
The amiable Lincoln could not longer hesitate in stopping the

effusion of blood. He communicated to sir Henrv Clinton his
readiness to lay down his arms upon the conditions before offered.

^
Highly honourable was the conduct of the British commanders.

J hey did not press the unfortunate, but agreed that the terms be-
fore rejected should form the basis of capitulation, which being
soon prepared, signed and ratified, Charleston was surrendered on
the 12th, six days ufier the third parallel was finished.!

* This change in teinpfir apd feelings of the people of Charleston belongs to
man similarly situated all over the world ; and therefore military conunandauts,
in taking military measuies, while they hear with patience and decorum, the
desires of the inhabitants, ought nevor to regard them m the adoption of their
plans or measures. General Lincoln no more ought to have been influenced
by the remonstrances of the citizens of Charleston, when weighing in his mind
the propriety of evacuation, than ought a tender father to regaid the crying of
his child on his administering a dose of physic to save its life.

+ Charleston, May 11, 17G0.
Sir :

The same motives of humanity which inclined you to propose articles of
capitulation to this garrison, induced n,e to offer those I had the honour of send-
ing you on the 8th instant. They then appeared to me such as I might proffer,

aind you receive, with iionour to both parties. Your exceptions to them, as
tbey principally concRrned the militia and citizens, 1 then conceived were such
OS could not be concurred with ; but « recent application from those people,
wherein they express a willingness to comply with them, and a wish on my
part to lessen, as much as may be, the distresses of war to individual>, lead me
now to offer you my acceptance of them.

I have the honour to be, k.c.

(Signed) li. LliN'COLN.
His excellency sir H. Clinton.

Camp btt'ore Ckarleston, May ll, ITSO.

Sir :

When you rejiictinl the favourable terms which were dictated b}- an earnest

desire to prevent the effusion of blood, and interposed articles that were wholly

inadmissible, both the admiral and myself were of opinion, that the surrender

of the town at discretion was the only condition that should afterwards b9

attended to; but as the motives which then induced them arc stili prevalent,

I now inform you that the terms then offered will still be granted.

A copy of the articles shall be sent for your ratification as soon as they can
be prepaiml ; and immediately after they are exchanged, a det&chincni of gren-

adiers will be sent to take possession of the horn-work opposite your main gate.

Every arrangement which may conduce to good order in occupying the town,

shall be settled before noon to-morrow ; and at that time your garrison will

march out.

I have the honour to be, Scc.

II. rUNTON.
Major general LINCOLN.

Articles of capilulalion beliceen their excellencies sir Henry Clinlon, Mariqt
Jirbuliiiiol, Esq., and major general Benjamin Lincoln

Art. Isl. That all acts of hostility and work shall ceast^ between the be-

siegers and the besieged, until the articles of capitulation shall be agreed on,

sWned. and executed, or collectively rejected.

10
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TI)C adverse generals, in Ihpir odicial despatches, speak in very

appMving terms of ihe zeal and gallantf)' wilh which they were

rejsp^ctivelv supported. The h)ss was hy no mean* correspondent

Answer. All acts of hostility auH work shall cease, until the articles of cap-

itulation are finally agreed to oi rejected

Art. 2<K 'I he town and (oriificatinns shall be surrendered to the commander

in chiel of tlie Brilibh toices, such as they now stand.

Answer. The town and loriifications, with the shipping at the wharves, artil-

lery, and all other public stofrs \vh;<l^oever, sIihII bo buricnf\ered in llieir pre-

sent stale to the coniMirin'lers of the investing foiccs ; proper officers shall attend

from the lespeclive (lepartiiienl> to leceivc them.

Art. J'l. I he continentcil trooj.s and sailors, with their bag-age, shall be

condurted to a pla';e to be .igreecl on, where ihey shall rc^main piiboneis of war
until exchantied. \' hile prisoners, they shall be supplied « ith good and whole-

tome provisions in such (juaiiiiiy as is served out to the troojjs of his Britannic

majesty.
Answer. Granted.

All. 4th. The militia now in garrison shall be permitted to return to their re-

spertive homes, and be secured in iheir persons and properly.

Answer. The iniliiia now in garrison shall be permitted to return to their re-

spective h' nies as prisoners on parole; whicli parole, as long as tliey observe,

shall sei uie them froiii being molested in their propeity by the Biili>h troops.

Art. 5th. The sirk and wounded shall be cuiitinued under the care of iheir

own sorgons, ami l)e supplied with medicine and such necessariee as are al-

lowed to the Biitish hospitals.

Answer, •ranted.

Alt. 6iti. The officers of ilie army and navy shall keep their horses, swords,
pistols, and baggage, which shiiU not be searched, and retain their servants.

Answer. Oranted. except with respect to the horses, which will not be allow-

ed to gii ou' ol the town; but may be disjiosed of by a person left from each
corps lui ihdi purpose

Art. 7ih. '1 he garrison shall, at an hour appointed, march out with shoulder-

el arms, drums beating, and colouis flying, to a place to be agreed on, where
tiiej" will pile their arms.

Answer. Tlie whole garriso. shall, at an hour to be appointed, march out
uf the town to the ground between the works of the place and the canal, where
they will deposit theii arms. The diums are not lo beat a British march, op
colours to be untaxed.

\:t. ;!th. I'h.it the Fri-nch consul, his house, papers, and other moveable pro-
petty, shall be protected and untouched, and a proper time granted to him for
iciiiing lo any place that may alterwaids be agreed upon between him and the
commaiidei in chief of the British foices.

Answer Agreed, with this restriction, that he is to consider himself as a
prisoiu'i on parole.

Art 9 That the citizens shall be protected in their persons and proper-
ties.

Answer. All civil officers, and the citizens who have borne arms during the
siege, must be prisoners on parole; and with respect to their property in the
city, shall ha e the same terms as are granted to the militia : and all other per-
sons now 111 the town, not to be describeil in this or other article, are, nutwith-
standing, understood to be prisoners on parole.

Alt lOili. That a twelve moiuh's time he allowed all such as do not choose
to coniinue under the British government to dispose of their effects real and
personal, in the state, without any molestation whatever; or to remove such
))art thereof as they choose, as well as themselves and families ; and thit. dur-
ing that ti.ne, they or any of them may have it at their option to reside occa-
sionally in town or rounliy

Answer The discussion of this article of course cannot possibly be entered
into at present.
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to the length n\)i] o\t<t\<v\ry of the conflic. bccnuse of the jnfe and
judicious sv^tem JuIoptC!) by the uosieirer in his Jidvfuices, and fiom
the iiMdt'quacy of the giirison, which induced the he.sjpged to hus-

band with care his force, in the hope that some |»ropii^o'js event
might occur on the f)art of our ally, nn^^ force «ir Ht^nry Chnfon
to chani^e his jilan of oper ilion*, as had taken phice vvi(h Lincoln
himself before Sav innab ; and relying; also ujvon the reiterat<-d as-

surance of am-jjle sup()ort fronj congress and the government of
North and South Carohna.

Ttie enemy lost seveniy killed, and one hundred and eighty-nine
wounded: our loss, including militia and inliabitants, amou'ite<l to

one hundred and two killed and o.ie hundred and hftv seven wound-
ed. Among the former was lieutp'ri ant colonel liicb ir<l Parker, of

the tirst Virginia res^iment. He was one of that illu-ftrious band of

youths w!io hrst (low to their c.Duniry's standard when she was
driven to unsheath the sword. Siout and intelligent, brave and en-

tei prising, he had been advanced fronj the comm md of a company
in (he course of the war to the command of a regiment. Always
beloved and respected, late in the si<^ge he received a ball in the

forehead, and fell dead in the trendies, embalmed in the tears

of his faithful soldiers, and honoured by the regret of the whole

army.
The British official statement give a (o(al of prisoners exceeding

tive thousand, including, no doubt, all the inbattitants capable of

bearing arms, it being certain that Lincoln's continental force «lid

not reach tvvo thousand, exclusive of otlicer*, when b«^ surrender-

ed. His effective militia, by his oHicial ret irn, amounted at the

same time to (ive hunlred men. In addition we lo*t, by the Bri-

tish account, one thousand seamen, American and French, with

four hundred pieces of ordnance, abundant magazines of military

and naval stores, and all the shipping in (he harbour.* The loss

of men, stores, &c., though somewhat exaggerated, was a severe

Art. nth. That ihe same protection to their persons and properties, and the

same time for the removal ol their eflects, be given to the subjects of France

and >pain, as are required (or the citizens in tht" preceding article.

Answer. The subje« is of France and Spain sliall have the same terms as are

granteii to the French consul.

Art. l3th. That a vessel be permitted to go lo Philadelphia with the general's

despatches, which are not to be opened.

Answer. Granted; and a proper vessel with a flag will be provided for that

purpose.

All public papers and records must be carefully preseived and faithlully de-

livered to iuch persons as shall be ap|iointed lo receive them.

Done in Charleston, May I2th, 1780.

B. LINCOLN.
Done jn camp before Charleston, .Vl;iy liih. 17bO.

Signed H. CLIN TOM.
M. ARBUTHNOT.

+ Return of the ships and vessels taken and destroyed in the siege of Ct.arlcs-

ton. The Bricole, pierced for sixty.' •n.ouiniiig lorty-fmir guns, twenty-four .iiid

eighteen poundeis, her captain, officers and uouip-iny, p.isoners. Queen ol

France, twenty-eight nine pounders, sunk, her captain and company piisoneis.
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Wow upon (he Unite'l Si it-s. nr.d exci'od very gloomy sensations

throughout America. The error of risking a country to save a

town which only can be retained by the reduction of the country,

was now j»erceived with all ii-= pernicious consecjuence-.

Nevertheless, so wt^ll established was the spotless reputation of

the vanci'iished jreneral that he continued to enjoy the undiminish-

ed respect and confidence of congress, of the army, and of the

commander in chief.

During the winter the king of Spain had been accepted as media-

tor by tlfe king of England and his most christian majesty, with the

ostensible, and laudable viow of putting a stop to the ravages and

waste of war.

The neiioli;.tion terminated unsuccessfully ; and the mediating

power united with France in the contest. Timely communication

of the resolution of the Spanish court was sent to Don Galvez, the

governor of New Orleans. Availing himself of the infonnalion,

he collected a military fvuxe, an I falling upon the unprepared Bri-

tish settlements on tlie, Mississippi, annexed tliem to the govern-

ment of Spain. Soon after his rnturn to New Orleans, Don (ialvez

made arrangements tor the reduction of West Florida. In the

month of January he embarked two thousand men on board of

transports under convoy of a small squadron, and sailed for the

bay of Mobile.

Unluckily he encountered a =form in his voyage, and suffered

severely. Several of the vessel- foundered ; many of the troops

perished ; and mo't of his stores were lost. With the remainder

he at length entered the bay of Mobile. Mere he established him-

self, and waited for a supply of men and store? from New Orleans.

These having reached hirn, he stood up the bay, and on the 25th

of February lauded in the vicinity of the town of Mobile, where
the English hid erected a stockade fort, then garrisoned by one

company of re;^ulars. Don Galvez pursuing the cautious system

exemplified by sir H*mi\ Clinton bafore Charleston, beset this'

little stockade with regular approiches, labouring at them inces-

santly until tiie middle of Much, when opening a battery of heavy
cannon he demolished it in twi^lve hours. The garrison surren-

dered by capitul;;tion ilad the dilatoriness of the Spanish ojiera-

tions consumed a few days more, Don Galvez would have been
compelled to relinquish his enterprise, as general Campbell, press-

ing toivvard by forced marches with a body of troops from St.

Augustine, apnroached tlie neighbourhood of Mobile soon after

it surrendered. This incursion gratified the feelings of the defen-

ders of the southern States, as it cherished the expectation that

Notre Damn, bri;^, si.xt.'en gtms, sunk, captain and ronipaiiy prisoners. Pro-
Tideiirt!, ihifty-two eighteen and twelve pounders, taken, cnptoin and company-
prisoners. R.nnger, tuf>nt.y-six pomiders, taken, crew piisonets.

Fren."l) sljips. f>'.-\ \e;iture, twenty-six nine and six poi.iniers, captain and
crew prisoitiirs. Polane, sixteen six pounders, captain and crew prisoners.

Somn empty biig^, and other smaller vessels, lying at tbe wharves, taken, \pilh

four row gnlieyc.
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tiie invasion of >he two Florida^ already begun would be pro-

secuted, and const-querilly would enij>lo} some of the enemy's

tro<>p.-, thus diuiinisliing the force against uhicl) they had to con-

lend.

CHAPTER XVI.

T E have seen that, for the two years subsequent to the conclu-

sion of our tcealy with France, in pursuance of the plan adopted

by Loui»i XVI, a French fleet had annually visited our coast. Al-

though heretofore disappointed in the expected henefits of extend-

ing naval co-operation to otir army, it could not be doubted, but that

the same wise cour*e would he pursued ihis summer, especially as

now, the fleet of Spain was added to that of France. Sir Henry

Clinton, aware of this probable event, hastened the completion of

his measures for the security of his conquests. Solicitous to avoid

(hat iiiterruption to his return to New York, which delay might in-

terpose, he wisely determined to pursue in his arrangements the

dictates of clemency and ofjustice, th-e oidy possinle way to secure

the submission of freemen. In this s|)irit he puhlishwl a manifesto

calling to the recollection of the inhabitant-, his avoidance liereto-

fore of urging their interference in the contest, because he was un-

willing to involve them in hazard so long as the issue was in sus-

pense. That the slate of things being completely changed, not only

by the surrender ot C!i •! h-iton, but by the destniction or capture

ofthe various armed cor[)s in the country, it was ti/ne that the friends

of peace and of llie royal government shouli bddly come forth and

contribute by tlieir assistance to the restoration of order aiul tran-

quillity. He proposed that the militia wiih families should arm for

the security of the province^ while the youth should imbody to serve

six month-" with the aimy, enjoying the privilege of acting only in

the Carolines and Georgia, assuring to them the same tre.itmenl and

compensation as was allowed to the regulars, and permitting th.em

to elect their own otficers, with an immunily from all furller military

duty after the expiration of six months, excepting the ordin;*rv mil-

itia duty at home. To men disposed tg continue upon their farnjs,

and to obey the existing powers, the proffered conditions could not

be unacceptable. But to those in whose generous breasts were

deeply planted the love of country, and the love of liberty, ar.cor-

dance with the proposition was not to be expected: they would

abandon their homes, and unite with the defenders of their country

whenever called upon. These of course filed the state, determined

never to arm against a cause which they believed to be the cause

of right

On the 22d of May the general issued his proclamation, cherish-

ing, by assurances of protection and support, the king's peaceful

subjects, and menacing all who should hereafter be found in arms,

or detected in any resistance or combination to resist the lawful au-

thority with the confiscation of property, and condign corporal pun-
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ishmcnt. In nine (lay3 after, another i)roclimation appeared tVotn

the a,fneral an<1 admiral as joint conirnis^ionors for rcslorin:; peace,

promising a full and free pardon fo all who shonld forthivitli leliirn

to their allegiance, cxceptioi; those who in the mock forms of jus-

tice had shed the hlood o\ their fellow citiz(>n- for their loyalty to

their king; and pledging the restoration of the blessings of legal gov-

ernment as soon as the state ofthings would permit, with exemption

from the payment of taxps not imposed by their own assembly.

The consequence of these measures was favourable to British views:

the greater part of the inhabitants manifested a disposition to com-

ply with the requisites enjoined; some armed in support of the roy-

al government, while a few abandoned the country, determined jf

thfiy fought on either side, it should be on that of America.

While sir Henry Clinton was engaged in these arrangements I78O,

lord Cornwallis had advanced towards the frontiers tvith a May.

part ol the force which was to remain under his command for the

security and extension of the recent contpjest. Formed into three

divisions after reaching Dorchester, each division took the rout to

the destined object : the first, under lieutenant colonel Brown,

moved up the Savannah to Augusta ; while the second, led by lieu-

tenant colonel Balfour, passed along the southern banks of the VVa-

teree to Ninety-six, and the third, directed by his lordship, advan-

ced towards Camden, to which place it was understood lieutenant

colonel Buford, commanding the remnant of the continental tbrce

in the south had retired after hearing ofthe fall of Charleston. ^ei-

ther of these divisions experienced the slightest resistance. Au-

gusta, Ninety-six, and Camden, were possessed, fortified and gar-

risoned ; all the intermediate country was submissive ; and protesta-

tions of loyally resounded in every quarter. Cornwallis had no

sooner passed the Santee than he became informed of lieutenant

colonel Buford's relinquishment of Camden and precipitate marcli

to North Carolina. Despairing himself to overtake this detach-

ment, he dolernnined on a pursuit with his cavalry, strengthened

by one hundred mounted infantry. This detachment was in'rusted

to lieutenant colonel Taileton, an officer rising fist in military

reputation. More distinguished for courage and activity than for

management and address, his mode of operation was to overtake

and fight. Enterinu; without delay upon his expedition, he pressed

forward with his usual zeal and celerity, though not so expeditious-

ly as his anxious mind suggested to be necessary. Leaving his mount-

ed infmtrv to follow, he advanced at the head of his cavalry with

quickened pace, aitd marching one hundred and five miles in fifty-

four hours, a rapid movement for his interior horse, he approached
Butbrd on his march in the friendly settlement of the Wjixhaws on

the 29th.* This officer immediately ofl'ered to surrender upon the

* This nccount, although countenanced by other American narratives of Bu-
ford's riisastei, is probably incorrect. Tarleton declares he suninionrd Bu-
ford, and offered hiin the same lerins that had been granted to the garrison of

Charleston—and gives Buford's leply in these words:
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terms granted to the garrison of Charleston; and why the British

commandant rejected the proffered submission is inexplicable. The
detachment would have been prisoners of war; and the barbarous

scene which ensued to the disgrace of the victor, dimming the splen-

dor of all his exploits, would not have taken place. The moment
the neii,otiation ceased, Tarleton charged the still un|)repared foe.

Wounds and death, with some partial resistance, followed; and many
of our soldiers fell under the British sabre requesting quarters.

The unrelenting conqueror shut his ears to the voice of suppli-

cation, as he had steeled his heart against the claims of mercy By
the official report, one hundred and thirteen were killed, one hun-

dred and fifty so badly wounded at to be paroled on the ground,

most of whom died ; and tifty-ljiree prisoners being capable of mov-

ing, graced the entry of the sanguinary corps into Camden ; at

which place lord Cornwallis hud arrived.* Lieutenant colonel

" Waxhaiot, May 29lk, 1700.

"Sir:
I reject your proposal, ami shall defend myself to the hist extremity.

1 have tiie hunour to be, &c.
ABM. BUFORD."

Lt, col. Tarlkton,
com^g British Legion.''^

Marshiil, who was well acquainted with Buford, confirins the statement of

Tarleton, and has probalily given the best account of the affair which exists.

It is as follows :

" A surrender was iinnicHiatcly demanded on the terms which had been grant-

ed to the garrison of Charleston. These were refused. VVhile the flags were

passing, Tarleton continue>. to make his dispositions for the assault. The in-

stant the truce was over, his cavalry made a furious charge on llie Americans,

who had received no orders to f^ngage, and wh.) seem to have been uncertain

whetiier to defend themselvfs or not. In this state of dismay and confusion,

some threw down their arms and begged for quarter, while others fired on the

assailants. No quarter was given. Colonel Buford with a few cavalry es-

caped ; and about one hundred infantry, who were so.uewhat advanced, saved

themselves by flight ; but the regin.ent was almost demolished. The official

account given by colonel Tarleton, the exactness of which is not questioned,

states one huiidn;d and thirteen to have been killed on the spot, one hundred

and fifty to have been so badly wounded as to be paroled because they were

incapai>le of being moved ; and the remaining fifty-three to have been brought

away as prisoners. The loss of the liritish amounted only to twelve kdled,

and five wounded.
An attempt was made to justify this carnage, by alleging that the Americans,

after affecting to yield, had again taken up tlieir arms, and fired on the assai-

lants. The American officers who escaped the mass.icre of the day, aver the

contiaiy; and when their situation comes to be considered, there is much rea-

son to believe that the fact conforms to their statement of it."

I do not know from what source the author of the n emoirs derived his state-

n^ients—probably from his remembrance of oral remarks made near the time of

this traiibaction. ^^'

*How lord Cornwallis could encourage such barbarity, by omitting to pun-

ish thi' pt-rpetrator, has never been ialistactoiily explained. It tended to diinin-

jsh the re.-peiJt eiaeriaiiied ior his loMship's character in the camp of his enemy,

whicii had bev n invanably admired (ot that happy niixturo of goodness as a

niaii, Willi greatness as a soldier, heretofore strongly exemplified by his con-

duct. For my own part 1 am persuaded that the couirnandiiig officer is as much
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Tarleton excused this butcher)' by asserting that, after their subinis

«ion. some ot'the Americans re-seized their arn»s aiul tired upon his

troo|.s. Admit the f'K:t, though it is denied, some correction oiit^ht

to have been intlicted on the a.'iilly ; but the (headl'ul sacrifice which

took jilace was urjustifiable. In the annals of our Indian war no-

thin:; is to be found more shocking; and this bloody day only wan-

ted the war dance, and the roasting fire, to have placed it tirst in

the records of torture and ofdeath in the west.

Tins tragic ex[)edition sunk deep in the American breast, and

produced the unanimous decision among the troops, to revenge their

murdered comrades whenever the bhjod stained corps should give

an opportunity. This happened S((on after at the Cowpens ; but

lieutenant colonel Washiiiti;ton, who commandtd the horse on that

day with so niuch glory, while he hushed the just claims of ven-

geance, pre!-^! rved his laurels pure and spotless.

Turning from this ire-exciting occurrence, let us search for the

causes «)f our Cidamity. A small party of the saved Americ.in cav-

alry was with Buford ; and had it been properly marched in his

rear by half sections, in sight of each other, admittnig the enemy's

horse to have been the swifter, which is not probable, still the

nearest sections vvould have been safe, should those in the rear

have been overtaken ; and the American commandant, thus advis-

ed of the enemy's approach, he could have prepared for his de-

fence. This it seems never occurred to the retreating oflicer ; or,

if it did occur, was neglected. To this want ot precaution lieu-

tenant colonel Buford added evidently much indeci-^ion, always fatal

in the hour of danger. His soldiers were levies, mostly new
tcoops ; but his officers were generally experienced, and many of

them equal to any in our army. If Buford had prepared for bat-

tle instead of sending in a flag, or even had so done while the ne-

gotiation was going on. Tarklon must have been foiled. The road

was lined on both sides with woods ; and the wagons, if placed in

frotjt and rear, fille<l in the boily, under the boi'y, and along the

wheels, with as many men as could conveniently use their arms,

v.'ould have aliurded an obstruction sufficient to check elfeftaally

any charge made in the road. The main body disposed in the

woods on each sule the road, with an adequate interval for its move-
ments, between the fion! at)d the rear obstruction of wagons, would
have given to the infantry an advantage which must have ^ec!lred

victory. There was, too, a considerable disj^arity of force in our
favour. Tarleton had but one hundred and seventy dragoons, his

mouutcd infantry far in the rear, while our force exceeded four

hundred, including our small party of dragoons. Had Buford, thus

j)os{ed, deemed it dangerous to conlinue in hi.- position until night,

least liis antagonist shouli! be reinforced, he might safely have mov-
ed in the order suggested ; ami the moment night had ovc!^;>read

bound by tlie obligations of his station to punish the cruel, as the deserting soldier;

anrt it is to be lamenturl, whenever he inteutiunajly fails to do it, that he is not
hjnjseif puiiislicd by hii sovereign.
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the earth, his retreat would have been secured ; for light is indis-

pensable to the effectual operation of cavalry. Before the break

of day he might have reached Charlotte, where he was sure of

affectionate and gallant assistance from its palriolic inhabitants
;

and where, too, he had reason to expect to find lieutenant colonel

Porterfield, an officer of zeal and talents, who had marched from

"S' irginia in the latter end of April, with a corps of horse, foot and

artillery, amounting to four hundred men. But nothing of this sort

was essayed, and our countrymen were wantonly slaughtered by

an inferior (oe. Lieuteiiant colonel Buford, with the horse, escap-

ed, as did about eighty or ninety of our infantry, who fortunately

being advanced, saved themselves by flight.

The calm which succeeded the sweeping success of the enemy
from his debarkation continued uninterrupted ; and Cornwallis,

shortly after Buford's defeat, advanced a corps of light infantry to

the Waxha\V settlement, inhabited by citizens whose love of coun-

try remained unshaken even by these shocks.

This settlement is so called from the Waxhaw creek, which

passes through it, and empties itself into the Catawba. Brigadier

Rutherford, of North Carolina, hearing of the advance of this

corps, assembled eight hundred of the militia with a determination

to protect the country. His troops can scarcely be said to have

been armed ; they generally had fowling pieces instead of muskets

and bayonet, pewter instead of lead, with a very trilling supply of

powder. Information of this assemblage being sent to Camden,

the British detachment was recalled, and this valued settlement,

rich in soil, and abounding in produce, was for this time happily

released. The repose which the district enjoyed, in consequence

of the abandonment of the station at the Waxhaws, was of short

duration. So ardent was the zeal of the disaffected, and so per-

suaded were they that rebellion in the south was crushed, that

their desire to manifest their loyalty could not be repressed.

A large body of loyalists collected under colonr>| Moore at

Armsaour's mill on the 22d of June ; among whom were many

who had not only taken the oath of allegiance to the state, but had

served in arms against the British army. Rutherford lost no time

in taking his measures to bring Moore to submissicn But so des-

titute was he of ammunition that only three hundred men could

be prepared for the field. This detachment was intrusted to col-

©nel Locke, who was ordered tg approach the enemy and watch

his motions, while Rutherford continued to exert himself in pro-

curing arms for the main body to follow under his own direction.

Moore, finding an inferior force near him, determined to attack

it, in which decision he was gallantly anticipated by Locke, who,

perceiving the enemy's purpose, and knowing the haz ird of re-

treat, felTupon Moore in his camp. Captain Falls, with the horse,

led, and rushing suddenly, sword in hand, into the midst of the in-

surgents, threw them into confusion, which advantage Locke press^

ed forward to improve, when he suspended the falling blow in

consequenee of colonel Moore proposing a truce for an hour, with

11
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the view of amicable adjustment. During tht; negotiation, Moore

and his associates dispersed, which appears to have been their sole

obj •' in proposing the suspension of hostilities

The cheering intelhgcnce of the unmolested advance of the

three detachments to Aui^usta, Ninety-six, and Camden, the estab*

lishment of submission and professions of loyalty, which were

every whore proffered by the inhabitants, crowned by the destruc-

tion of Buford, extirpating all continental resistance, confirmed the

long indulged persuasion in the breast of Sir Henry Clinton, that

he had reannexed Georgia and South Carolina to the British em-

pire. He now determined, as his final act, to bolt doubly his con-

quest. On the 3d of June, he issued his last proclamation, undoing

of his own accord a very important condition established in his

first, without consulting, much less receiving, the assent of the

party who had accepted the terms proffered therein. He declared

to the inhabitants who had, in pursuance of his pledged faith, taken

parole, that, with the exception of the militia surrendered at

Charleston, such paroles were not binding after the 20th of the

month, and that persons so situated should be considered as liege

subjects, and thenceforward be entitled to all the rights, and sub-

jected to all the duties of this new state ; not forgetting to denounce
the pains and penalties of rebellion against those who should with-

hold due allegiance to the royal government. This arbitrary

change of an understood contract affected deeply, and afflicted

eorely, all to whom it applied ; and it was in the consequence, as

its injustice merited, fatal to the bright prospect so gratifying to

the British general. It demonstrated unequivocally that the hoped
for stale of neutrality was illusory and that every man capable of

bearing arms, must use them in aid or in opposition to the country;

of his birth. In the choice to be made, no hesitation existed in

the great mass of the people ; for our country was the general

acclaim. The power of the enemy smothered for a while this

kindling spirit ; but the mine was pre[)ared ; the train was laid
;

and nothing remained, but to apply the match. Sir Henry Clinton,

having secured the conquered state, as he fondly believed, em-
barked on the 6th with the greater part of his army for New York,
leaving lord Cornwaliis with four thousand regulars to prosecute

the reduction of the southern states.* Succeeding Clinton in his

civil, as well as militar}', powers, his lordship was called from the

tield for the purpose of establishing the many arrangements which
the altered condition of the state required. Commercial regula*

tions became necessary, and a system of police for the government
of the interior was indispensable.

Previous to his departure from Camden, he had advanced a bod}-

of Highlanders under major M'Arthur to Cheraw Hill, on the Pe-
dee, for the purpose of preserving in submission the country be-

tween that river and the Santee, and for communicating readily with

* The garrisons added to the field army amounted to 5,400 in South Carolina

,

tnd IjlOO in Georgia.
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liis friends in North Carolina, especially with the Highhincl settle-

ment at Cross Creek. Through the agency of major M'Arlhur a

regular correspondence was estahlished with the loyalists : they

were advised of his lordship's determination, as soon as the ap-

proaching harvest furnished the means of subsistence, to advance
Vvith his army into North Carolina, »vhen he should count upon
their active assistance, and in the meanvvhile they were exhorted

k> coniuiue passive under the eviU to which they were exposed.

At the same time recruiting officers were employed in South Caro-

Fina and Georgia, by whose exertions the provincial regiments

were considerably augmented. These preliminary measures for

the invasion of North Carolina being in execution, his lordship re-

paired to Charleston, leaving lord Kawdon in command of the army.

Meanwhile major Davie returned to the county of Alecklenburg as

soon as he recovered from the wounds received in the attack of

Stono, and assembling some of his faithful associates of that district,

took the field.

Hovering near the British posts, he became acquainted with the

intended movement of a convoy, with various supplies, from Cam-

den, to the enemy's post of Hanging Rock, which, amounting only

to a small company of infantry, was within the power of Davie's

force. He made a rapid and long march in the night, and having

eluded the hostile patroles, gained the route of the convoy five

miles below Hanging Rock before the break of <lay. Here he

halted in a concealed position. In a few hours the convoy appear-

ed, and Davie, falling vigorously upon it, instantly overpowered

its escort. The wagons and stores were destroyed ;
the prison-

ers, forty in number, were mounted on the wagon horses, and es-

corted by the major, were safely brought within our lines.

About the same time, captain Huck, of Tarleton's legion, had

been detached by lieutenant colonel Turnbull, commanding at

Hanging Rock, to disperse some of the exiles of South Carolina,

who had lately returned to the state, and were collecting in the

neighbourhood of that place to assist in protecting their country.

The captain, with forty dragoons, twenty mounted infantry, and

sixty militia, ventured thirty miles up the country, where the very

exiles he was ordered to disperse, attacked and destroyed his de-

tachment. The captain, notorious for his cruelties and violence,

was killed, as were several others, and the rest dispersed.

These breezes of fortune fanned the dying embers of opposi.

tton.

CHAPTER XVII.

X HE southern war, from its commencement, had been peculiarly

disastrous to the United States. Army after army had been defeat-

ed, detachments cut off, posts carried ; and at length two stales

were reannexed to the mother country, and the conquering army

ready to invade a third. This alarming conjuncture necessarily
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engaged the ardent atleiilioo ot congress aod the comtnander io

chief. Virginia and North Carohna were again Cidlfd upon to has-

ten reinforcements from their respective miUtia to the south ; the

M.uyl.md and Delaware hnes, under the orders of majoi general

Baron dt- Kalb, were put in motion for North Carohna ; and the

conqueror at Saratoga was called from his retreat in Virgmia, and

charged lo display the stars of America io the south.

The annunciation of these pieparalions reanimated the patriots

of Carolina and Georgia ; and the smothered discontents growing

out of the despotic change, dictated by sir IJenry Clinton's last

proclamation, wilh the visitations daily experienced from an insolent

licentious soldiery, began to burst forth. Lord Kawdon drew in

M'Arthur from the Cheraw Hill, and broke up most of his small

posts, dispersed throughout the country, concentrating the British

force in the positions of Augusta, Ninety-six, and Camden. Pre-

vious to this measure, the disaffected of North Carolina forgetting

the salutary caution of lord Cornwallis, and sore under the neces-

sary vigilance of the state government, had imbodied with the de-

termination to force their way to the British camp. This ill-advis-

ed insurrection was speedily crushed, as we have seen in the case

of colonel Moore ; but colonel Bryan had the address to keep to-

gether e ght hundred of his followers, and to conduct them safely

to the post at Cheraw Hill, although actively pursued by general

Rutherford. Faithful adherents to the royal cause, they were fortn-

ed into a military corps under their leader, and incorporated with

the British troops. Meanwhile, the progress of Baron de Kalb

was much retarded by the necessi'y he was under of procuring

subsistence by his own exertions, fie at length reached Hill-bo-

rough in North Carolina, where he halted until the preparations for

his further advance were consummated. The militia of this state,

being imbodied under general Caswell, were prepared to join the

Baron on his route ; while brigadier general Stevens, with some
militia from Virginia, was hastening to the appointed rendezvous.

Caswell and Stevens were selected in consequence of past services.

The first had, early in the war, given unquestionable proi fs of
his decision, zeal and activity, by the gallant stand he made, in

1776, at Moore's bridge ag;iinst a superior force, which terminat-

ed in the complete discomtiture of the royalists, and the conse-

qutnt suppression of a formidable insurrection. The second had

commanded a continental regiment, during the campaigns of 1777

and 1778: he fought under Washington in all the battles of those

years, very much respected as a brave, vigorous, and judicious

ofRcer. The baron de Kalb, leaving Hillsborough, had reached
Deep river, where he was overtaken on the 2oth of July by gene-

ral Gates, who was hailed to the command of I he army with uni-

versal gratulations. The continental force did not exceed one
thousand five hundred men, including Armand's dragoons and three

companies of Harrison's regiment of artillery. The militia of

Virginia and North Carolina had not yet reached head quarters
;

and lieutenant colonel I'orterficld continued on the confines of South
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Garolina with a detachment of four hundred men While and
Washini^ton, after the fall of Charleston, bad retired to North Caro-
lina with a view of recruiting their regiments of ciivalry (Moylan's
and Baylor's originally) which had so severely suffered at Monk's
Corner, and at Linier's Ferry ; and they solicited general Gatts to

invigorate their efiforts by the aid of his authority, so as to enatjle

them to advance with him to the theatre of action. Gates paid no
attention to this proper request, and thus deprived himself of the
most operative corps belongmg to the southern army. Although
unfortunate, these regiments had displayed undaunted courage, and
had been taught in the school of adversity that knowledge which
actual service only can bestow. It is probable that this injurious

indifference on the part of the American commander, re,-ulted from
his recurrence to he campaign of 1777, when a British army sur-

rendered to him unaided by cavalry ; leading him to conclude, that

Armand's corps, alrendy with him, gave an adequate portion &t this

species of force. Fatal mistake ! It is not improbable that the
closeness and ruggedness of the country, in which he had been
so triumphant, did render the aid of horse less material ; but the
moment he threw his eyes upon the plains of the Carolinas, the
moment he saw their dispersed settlements, adding difficulty to

difficulty in the procurement of intelligonce and provisions ; know-
ing too, as he did, that the enemy had not only a respectable body
of dragoons, but that it had been used without intermission, and
with much effect ; it wouM seem that a discriminating mind must
have been led to acquiesce in the wish suggested by the two offi-

cers of horse.

To the neglect of this salutary proposition, may with reason, be
attributed the heavy disaster soon after experienced. In no coun-
try in the world are the services of cavalry more to be desire i than

in that which was then committed to the care of major general Gates
;

and how it was possible for an officer of his experience to be re-

gardless of this powerful auxiliary, remains inexplicable. Calcula-

ting proudly on the weight of his name, he appears to have slighted

the prerequisites to victory, and to have hurried on to the field of

battle with the impetuosity of youth ; a memorable instance of the

certain destruction which awaits the soldier who does not know
how to estimate prosperity. Ifgood fortune begets presumption, in-

stead of increasing circunispection and diligence, it is the sure pre-

cursor of deep and bitter adver-^ily.

General Gates leaving behind the broken and gallant remains of

our cavalry, quickly put his army in motion, taking the direct road

to the enemj' which led through a steril and thinly settled country.

The baron de Kalb had prudently fixed upon a route more to the

right, which, though longer, passed through well improved settle-

ments, yielding in abundance wholesome provisions for the troops.

The extreme want, to which the army was exposed by this sin-

gular decision of general Gates, was productive of serious ills.

The troops substituting green corn and unripe fruit for bread,

disease ensued ; which in its effect, reduced considerably our force-
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The horses, destitute of forage, »vere unable to support tbosf!

sudden p:i«evering marches, «o often necessary in war. The
strengtii and spirits of the army became enfeebled and low, when
true polif.y required they should have been braced to the highest

pitch, inasmuch as not many days could intervene before it would
approach the enemy, always ready for battle, and now urged to

seek It by the most cogent considerations.

The advance of (Jates to South Carolina roused into action all the

latent energies of the slate. The most resolute of the mililia, indig-

nant at the treatment they had received, and convinced by sir Henrj'^

Clinton's proclamation, which had been fnthfully acted upon by lord

Cornwailis, that repose during the war was a chimerical expecta-
tion, determined to become open from concealed enemies. In I he
country between Pedee and Santee the spirit of revolt manifested it-

self by an overt act. Major M'Arthur, when retiring from v..lie-

raw Hill, had availed himself of the river to transport his sick to

Georgetown : at which place had been established a small Briiish

post. Colonel Mills, with a party of militia, formed the escort for

the sick. As soon as the boats liad reached a proper distance from
M'Arthur, the militia rose upon their colonel, who with difficulty,

escaped, made prisoners of the sick, and couvej'ed them safely into

North Carolina.

In the district lying between Camden and Ninety-six, the like de-
termination of the inhabitants to turn upon their invader was exhibit-

ed. A lieutenant colonel Lyie, who, in pursuance of sir Henry
Clinton's proclamation, had exchanged his parole tor a certiticate

of his being a liege subject, led a great portion of the regiment to

which he belonged, witli their arms and accoutrements, to the fron-

tiers ; where they joined their countrymen now assembling to unite

their efl'orts in support of the American army, advancing under
Gates. These unexpected symptoms of a general rising of the

people did not a little embarrass the British general, who wisely
determined to seek battle without delay ; not doubting but that llie

most eflfectual remedy for the growing disorders would be the de-

struction of that force on whose prowess these bold adventurers
grounded their hope of ultimate success.

Upon the fall of Charleston, many of the leading men of the
state of South Carolina sought personal safety with their adherents,

in the adjoining states. Delighted at the present prospect, these
faithful and brave citizens hastened back to their country to share
in the perils and toils of war.

Among them were Francis Marion and Thomas Sumter ; both
colonels in the South Carolina line, and both promoted by governor
Rutledge to the rank of brigadier in the militia of the state. Ma-
rion was about forty-eight years of age, small in stature, hard in

visage, health}', abstemious and taciturn. Enthusiastically wedded
to the cause of liberty, he deeply deplored the condition of his

beloved country. The commonweal was his sole object ; nothing
seltish, nothing mercenary, soiled his ermin character. Fertile in

stratagem, he struck unperceived ; and retiring to those hidden
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retreats, selected by himself, in the morasses of Pedee and Black
River, he placed his corps not only out of the reach of his foe,
but often out of the discovery of his friends.* A rigid disciplina-
rian, he reduced to practice the justice of his heart ; and durin*
the difficult course of warfare, through which he passed, calumny
itself never charged him with violating the rights of persion, pro-
perty, or humanity. Never avoiding danger, he never rashly
sought it ; and acting for all around him as he did for himself, he
risked the lives of his troops only when it was necessary. Neither
elated with prosperity, nor depressed by adversity, he preserved
an equanimity which won the admiration ot his friends, and exact-
ed the respect of his enemies. The country from Camden to the
sea-coast between the Pedee and Santee rivers, was the theatre of
his exertions.

Sumter was younger than Marion, larger in frame, better fitted
in strength of body to the toils of war, and, like hi» compeer, de-
voted to the freedom of his country. His aspect was mmily and
stern, denoting insuperable firmness, and lofty courage. He was
not over scrupulous as a soldier in his use of means, and whs apt
to make considerable allowances for a state of war. Believing it

warranted by the necessity of the case, he did not occupy his mind
With critical examinations of the equity of his measures, or of their
bearings on individuals

; but indiscriminately pre.^sed forward to
his end—the destruction of his enemy, and liberation of his coun-
try. In his military character he resembled Ajax ; relyin"- more
upon the fierceness of his courage than upon the results of unre-
laxing vigilance and nicely adjusted combination. Determined to
deserve success, he risked his own life and the fives of his associ-
ates without reserve. Enchanted with the splendor of victory, he
would wade through torrents of blood to attain it. This general
drew about him the hardy sons of the upper and middle grounds ;
brave and determined like himself, familiar with difficulty, and fear-
less of danger. He traversed the region between Camden and
Ninety six.

A third gentleman quickly followed their great example. An-
drew Pickens, younger than either, inexperienced in war, with a
sound head, a virtuous heart, and a daring spirit, joined in the noble
resolve to burst the chains of bondage riveted upon the two south-
ern states, and soon proved himself worthy of being ranked with
his illustrious precursors. This gentleman was also promoted by

* Lieutenant colonel Lee was ordered to join Marion after Greene deter-
mined to turn the war back to South Carolina in 1781. An officer, with a
amall party, preceded Lee a few days march to find out Marion, who wa«
Known to vary his position in the swanips of Pedee : sometinies in South Cav-
Glina, soiueiiraes in North Carolina, and sometimes on the Black River. With
the greatest difficulty did this officer leain how to communicate with the briga-
dier ; and that by Uie accident of hearing junong our friends on the north side
of the Pedee, of a small provision party of Marion's being on the same side
of tiie river. Making himself known to this party, he was conveyed to the
general, who had changed his ground since his party left him, which octtision.
«ri many hours' search even before hrs own mpi> c»uld find bin-r.
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the governor to the station of brigadier general ; and having as-

sembled his associates of the same bold and hardy cast, distinguish-

ed himself and corps in the jirogress of the war hy the patience

and cheerfulness »vith which every privation was borne, and the

gall,!:. try with which every danger was confronted. The country

between Ninety-six and Augusta received his chief attention.

These leaders were always engaged in breaking up the smaller

posts and the intermediate communications, or in repairing losses

sustained by action. The troops which followed their fortunes, on
their own or their friends' horses, were armed with rilles ; in the

u^e of which they had become expert ; a small portion only who
acted as cavalry, being provided with sabres. When they ap-
proached the enemy they di.^mounted, leaving their horses in some
hidden spot to the care of a few of their comrades. Victorious or
vanquished, they tlew to their horses, and thus improved victory or
secured retreat.

Their marches were long and toilsome, seldom feeding more than

once a day. Their combats were like those of the Parthians, sud-

den and tierce ; their decisions speedy, and all subsequent measares
equally prompt. With alternate fortunes they persevered to the last,

and greatly contributed to that success, which was the first object

of their hearts.

With Marion on his right and Sumter on his left, and general

Gates approaching in front, Rawdon discerning the critical event at

band, took his measures accordingly.

He not only called in his outposts, but drew from the garrison of
Ninety-six four companies of light infantry, and made known to

lord Cornwallis the menacing attitude of his enemy.
Sumter commenced his inroads upon the British territory by as-

saulting, on the first of August, the post of Rocky Mount, in the

charge of lieutenant colonel Turnbull, with a small garrison of one
hundred and fifty of the New York volunteers and some South Ca-
rolina militia. The brigadier, attended by the colonels Lacy, Er-
wine, and Neale, having each collected some of their militia, re-

paired, on the 30th of July, to major Davie ; who still continued
near the enemy, and was now encamped on the north of the Wax-
haw's creek for the purpose of concerting a joint assault upon some
of the British outposts. They were led to hasten the execution of

this step, fearing that, by delay, their associates might disperse

without having effected any good. After due deliberation they
came to the resolution of carrying the posts of Rocky Mount and
Hanging Rock in succession. The first of these is situated on the

west side of the Catawba, thirty miles from Camden, and the last

was established on the east side of the same river, twenty-four
miles from Camden. They are distant from each other twelve
miles.

Sumter, having under him the three colonels, advanced with the

main body upon Rocky Mount. While major Davie, with his corps
and a part of the Mecklenburgh militia, under colonel Heaggins.

marched to Hanging Rock to watch the motions of the garrison, to
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procure exact intelligence of the condition of the post, and to be

ready to unite with Sumter in the intended blow.

Rocky Mount station is fixed on the comb of a lofty eminence,

encircled by open wood. This summit was surrounded by a small

ditch and abbatis ; in the centre whereof were erected thre« log

buildings, constructed to protect the garrison in battle, and per-

forated witti loop holes for the annoyance of the assailants.

As D ivie got near to Hanging Rock be learned that three com.-

panies of Bryan's loyalists, part of the garrison, were just return*-

ing from an excursion, and had halted at a neighbouring larro house.

He drew off, determiHed to fall upon this party. This was hand-

somely executed, and completely succeeded. Eluding the senti-

nels in one qnarter with his infantry, and gaining the other point

of attack with hia horse undiscovered, by marching through some

adjoining woods, he placed the eneaij between these two divisions,

each of which pressed gallantly into action.

The loyalists, finding their front and rear occupied, attempted

to escape in a direction, believed to be open, but were disappoint-

ed ; the major liavinc; detached thither a party of his dragoons in

time to meet tltem. They we<e all, except a few, killed and wound-

ed ; and the spoils of victory were sately brought off, consisting

of sixty horses with their trappings, and one hundred muskets and

rifles.

The brigadier approached Rocky Mount with his characteristic

impetuosity ; but the British oflker was found on bis guard, and

defended himself ably. Three times did Sumler attempt to car-

ry it ; but being always foile<l, having no artillery to batter down

the houses, he drew off undisturbed by the garrison, having lost

a few of his detachment, with colonel Neale, an active, determin-

ed, influential officer, and retired to his frontier position on the

Catawba. Here he rei^ted no longer than was necessary to recruit

his corps, refresh his horses, and provide a part of the provision?

necessary to support him on his next excursion. Quitting his re-

treat with his brave associates, Davie, Irvine, Hill, and Lacy, he

darted upon the British line of commuuication, and fell on the post

at Hangine: Rock, (6th of August) which was held by major Carden

with five hundred men, consisting of one hundred and sixty of the

infantry of Tarleton's legion, a part of colonel Brown's regiment,

and Bryan's North Carolina corps, a portion of which had, a few

days before, bean cut to pieces by niajor Davie. His attack was,

through the error of his guides, pointed at the corps of Bryan,

which, being suip-ised, soon yielded and took to flight. Sumter

pressed with ardour the advantage he had gained, and bore down

upon the legion infantry, which was forced. He then fell upon

Brown's detachment. Here he was received upon the point of the

bayonet. The content grew fierce and the issue doubtful
;
but at

length the corps of Brown fell back, having lost nearly all its ofji-

cers and a great proportion of its soldiers.

Hamilton's regiipent, with the remains of Brown's and the legion

infantry, now formed in the centre of their position, a hol'.fw

square; 12
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Sumter ailvanced with the determination to strike this last point

of r«-.-ist<ince ; but the ranks of the raiUlia had become disordered ;

nod the men scattered from success, and from the plunder ot part

of the liiitish camp, so tliat only two hundred infautry, and Davie'3

dragoons, could be broiiglit into array. The musketry opened ;

but their lire was iiielTectual : nor could Sumter, by all his exer-

tions, again bring bis troops to risk close action with his well post-

ed enemy, supported by two pieces of artillery. The cavalry un-

der Davie fell upon a body of the loyalists, who, having rallied, had

formed in the opposite quarter, and menaced our right tlank. They
wer<^ driven from tlieir giound, and look shelter under the Biii'sii

infantry still in hollow square.

The spoils of the camp, and the free use of spirits in which the

enemy abounded, had for some time attracted and incapacitated

many of our soldiers. It was therefore determined to retreat with

the prisoners and booty. This was done about twelve o'clock very

leisurely in face of the enemy ; who did not attempt interruption,

so severely had he sulTered. A party was now for the tirst time

seen drawn upon the Camden road, with the appearance of re-

newal of the contest ; but on the approach of Drtvie it fell back.

Our loss was not ascertained, from tlie u-ual inattention to returns

prevalent with militia Officers ; and many of our wounded were
immediately carried home from the tield of battle. The corps of

Drtvie sufiered most. Captain M'Clurc, of South Carolina, and

captam Reed, of North Carolina, were killed ; colonel Uill, major

Winn, and lieutenant Crawford, were wounded, as were captaia

Craighead, lieutenant Flenchau, and ensign M'Clure, of North
Carolina. The British loss exceeded ours. Captain M'Cullock,

who commanded the legion infantry with much personal honour, two
other otficers, and twenty men of the same corps, were killed, and

nearly forty wounded. Many oflicers and men of Brown's regi-

ment were also killed and wounded, and some taken.

Bryan's loyalists were less hurt, having dispersed as soon as

pressed. The error of the guides which deranged the plan of at-

tack, the allurement of the spoils found in the enemy's camp, and
the indulgence in the use of liquor, deprived Sumter of the victo-

ry once within his grasp, and due to the aeal, gallantry, and per-

severance of himself and his officers.

Checked but not dismayed, disappointed but not discouraged,

Sumter sought his remote asylum to recruit and repair. About
this period Gates was advancing near to the scene of action. The
American general, soon after he entered South Carolina, directed

his march towards Lynch's creek, the southern branch of the Pe-

dee, keeping on his right the friendly and fertile country about

Chatlotle, the principal town of Mecklenburgh county. Lord
Rawdon, unwilling that Gates should tind him in Camden, where
were deposited his stores, ammunitions and sick, advanced to a
strong position, fifteen miles in front, on the southern bank of
Lynch's creek.

This being ascertained by general Gates, he moved to Lynch's
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opposite to lord Ravvdon ; and the two armies remained for four
days, separated only by the creek. Gates broke up froai this

ground inclining to his right, which putting in danger the British
advanced post at Rudgely's mill, lord Rawdon directed its evacua-
tion, and fell back to Logtown, in the vicinity of Camden. Here
he became acquainted with th« insurrection of the inhabitants on
Black river, headed by brigadier Marion, which, although sus-
pected, it was presumed would have been delayed until the Ameri-
can army should obtain some decisive advantage. Gates, desirous
of openmg his com nunication with Sumter, continued to advance
upon the north side of Lynch's creek, and took post at Rudgely's
mill, where he was joined by brigadier Stephens with seven hun-
dred of the Virginia militia. At the Snime time he received infor-

mation from general Sumter that a detachment of tlie enemy fiom
Ninety-six, with stores for the main body at Camden, was on its

march, which he could convv^niently intercept as it passed the fer-

ry on the VVateree, one mile below Camden, if supplied with artil-

lery to batter down a redoubt which covered the ferry. Gates
weakened his army, though in striking distance of his foe, by de-
taching to Sumter four hundred men under the commanJ of lieu-

tenant colonel VVoolford, of the Maryland line, with two light

pieces. As soon as this detachment was put in motion, prepara-
tion-i were m^e to advance still nearer to Camden.
The evacuation of Rudgely's mill, and the falling back of lord

Rawdon from I^ynch's creek, seem to have inspired general Gales
with the |)resumption that his approach would drive the enemy
from Camden. No conclusion more erroneous could have been
drawn from a fair view of the objects and situation of the respec-
tive armies.

The British general was uader the necessity of maintaining his

position ; for retqeat yielded up that country which he was bound to

retain, and encouraged that spirit of revolt which he was bound to

repress. All the disposable force under his orders had been con-
centrated at Camden ; delay would not thicken his ranks, while
it was sure to add to those of his adversary. Every considera-

tion urged the British general to battle ; and no commander
was ever more disposed than lord CornwalUs to cut out relief

from embarrassment by the sword. The foundation of the policy

pursued by general Gates, was laid in error ; and we ought not to

be surprised at its disastrous termination. Mad Gates not confident-

ly presumed that a retrograde movement on tl»e part oi the enemy
would have been the eti'ectof his advance, he certainly would have
detained VVoolford's detachment, and ordered Sumter to join him

;

it being unquestionable that victory in the plains of Camden would
give to him the British army, and with it all the posts in South
Carolina except Charleston. To this end his means ought to have

been solely directed ; or, if he preferred the wiser course, to spin

out the campaign condensing his main body, and beating the enemy
in detail, he should have continued in his strong position behind

Lynch's creek, ready upon Cornwallis's advance to have fallen



g2 Memoirs of the War in Hie

back upon its bead waters, in the powerftl and faithful counties of,

Cabarruti, Rowan, and Mecklonbursh.*

No doubt goneral Gates was nnfortiinately persuaded that he had

nothing to do but to advance upon his enemy, never supposing that

so far from retiring, tlie British general would seize the proffered

opportunity of battle.

Unhappily for America, unhappily for himself, he acted under

this influence, uor did he awake from his reverie until the proxim-

ity of the enemy was announced by his fire in the night, precedmg

the fatal morning.

Lord Cornwallis having been regularly informed of the passmg

occurrences, hastened to Camden, which he reached on the 13th
;

spending the subsequent day in review and examination, he found

his army very much enfeebled ; eight hundred being sick, his ef-

fective strength was reduced to somcwi»at less than two thousand

three hundred men, including militia, and Bryan's corps, which,

together, amounted to seven hundiedand HAy men. Judi^ing from

the exertions of congress and the states of Virginia and North Car-

olina, by their publications, he rated his enemy at six thousand; in

which estiination his lordship was much mistaken, as from official

returns on the evening jireceding the battle, it appears that our

force did not exceed four thousand, including the corps detached

nnder lieutenant colonel VVoolford ; yet there was a great disparity

of numbers in our favour ; but we fell short in quality, our conti-

nental horse, foot, and artillery, boing under one thousand, where-

as the British regulars amounted to nearly one thou'^and six hundred.

Notwithjftanding his diminished force, notwi-thstanding the vast ex-

pected superiority of his enemy, the discriminating mind of the

British general paused not an instant in deciding upon his course.

No idea of a retrograde movement w;f^ entertained by him.

Victory only could extricate hiuj from the surrounding dangers
;

and the quicker the decision, the belter his chance of success.

He therefore gave orders to prepare for battle, and in the evening

of the loth, put his army in motion to attack his enemy next morn-

ing in his position at Rudgely's mill.

Having placed Camden in the care of major M'Arlhur, with the

c'onvalescents, some of the militia, and a detachment of regulars

expected in the course of the day, he moved, at ihe hour of tea

at nio-ht, in two divisions. The front division, composed of four

companies of light infantry, with the twenty-third and thirty-third

re"-iment«, was commanded by lieutenant colonel Webster.

* The iflhiibitants of tbcsc three counties, among the most populous in the

state, were true and zealous in their maintenance of the revolution; and they

were always ready to encounter any and every peril to support the cause of

their hearts. Contiguous to the western border over the mountains, lived that

hardy race of mountaineers, equally attached to the cause of our common

country, and who rolled occasionally like a torrent on the hostile territory.

The giound wns strong, and the soil rich and cultivated. In every respect,

therefore, il was adapted to the American geiigral uritij he had rendered hiiu-

sSlf completely ready for offence-.
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The rear flivision, consisting of the legion infantry, Hamilton's

regiment ot' Nurih Carolinians, the volunteers of Ireland, and

Bryan's corps of loyalists, was under the orders of lord Kawdon.

Two batlahons of the seventy-first, with the legion cavalry, formed

the rebel ve.

After Gates had detached Woolfurd to Sumter, and prepared hia

array to move, it was resolved in a council of war to march on the

nighi of the 15th, and to sit down behind Saunder's creek, within

seven miles of Camden. Thus it happened that both the gene-

rals were in motion at the same hour, and tor the same purpose :

with this material distinction, that tlie American general grounded

his conduct in his mistaken contulence of his adversary's disposition

to retreat ; whereas, the British commander soUii;ht for battle with

anxiety, regarding the invasioa of it by his antagonist as Lbe high-

est mislbttune.

Our b.igt;agc, stores and sick, having been sent off to the friend-

ly settltment of the Waxhaws, the arm. marched at ten o'clock

at night. Armaud's* legion, in horee and foot, not exceeding one

hundred, tnoved as a vanguard, flanked by lieutenant colonel

Portertield's corps on the ngl.t, and by major Armstrong'? light

infantry, of the North Carolina militia, on the left. The Maryland

and Delaware lines composed the tront division, under baron de

Kalb ; the militia ot North Carolina, under general Caswell, the

centre ; and tke N'irginia militia, under brigadier Stephens, the

rear. Some voluntf.er cavalry were placed to guard the baggage.

Midway between Camden and Hudgely's mill, the two armies met,

about one in the morning. They instantly felt e;ich other ; when
the corps of Armand shamefully turned its I»aok, carrying confusion

and dismay into our ranks. The leading regiment of Miiryland was

disordered by this igaominious flight ; but the gallant Portertjeld,

taking his part with tiecision on the right, seconded by Armstrong

on the left, soon brought the enemy's van to pause. Prisoners

being taken on both sides, the adverse generals became informed

of their unexpected proximity.! The two armies halted, each

* Armand was one of the many Frenrli gentlemen wlio joined our army,

and was one of the few who were honoured with important commands. IJis

officers were generally foreign, and his soldiers chielly deserters. It was the

last corps in the army which ought to have been entrusted with the van post;

because, however unexceptionaijle the officers may have been, the materials

of which the corps was composed did not warrant such distinction.

t Mr. Marshall, in his life of Washington, gives a summary of the principal

events in the southern war. This faitlifui historian tells ns, that in the night,

as soon as the skirmish terminated, some prisoners were brought to Gates ; from

whom he learnt that the British army was in front. The general officers were

immediately assembled. The intelligence received from the prisoners was com-

inunicated to thsm, and their opinions asked on the measures to be adojited.

General Stevens, of the Virginia miliiia, answered, that "It was now too

late to cetreat." A silence of some moments ensued; and general Gates, who
seems himself to have been disposed to try the chance of a battle, understand-

ing silence to be an approbation of the sentiments delivered by Stevens, broke

up the council by saying, "Then we must fight: gentlemen, please to take

your posts."
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throbI)ing with the emotions which the ran rencontre liad excited

The British army clisphiyecl in one hue, which completely occupied

ihe ground, each flank resting on imi)ervious swamps. 'J'he infan-

try of the reserve look post in a second line, one half ojiposite the

centre of each wing; anoJ the cavalry held tlie road, where the

left ot the right wing united with the volunteers of Ireland, which

corps formed the right of the left wmg. Lieutenant colonel Web-
ster commanded OM the right, and colonel lord Kawdon on the left.

With the front line were two six and two three pounders, under

lieutenant M'Leod of the artillery ; with the reserve were two six

pounders. Thus arranged, confiding in discipline and experience,

the British general waited anxiously for light.

The Maryland leading regiment was soon recovered from the

confusion produced by th^, panic of Armand's cavalry. Battle, al-

though unexperted, was now inevitable ; and general Gates array-

ed his army with promptitude. The second brigade of Maryland,

with the regiment of Delaware, under general Gist, took the right
;

the brigade of North Carolina militia, led by brigadier Caswell, the

centre ; and that of Virginia, under brigadier Stevens, the left.

The tirst brig;ide of Maryland was formed in reserve, under the

command of general Smaliwood, who bad on York Island, in the

beginning of the war, when colonel of the first regiment of Mary-

land, deeply planted in the hearts of his country the remembrance

of his zeal and valour, conspicuously displayed in that the lirst of

his tields. To each brigade a due proportion of artillery was allot-

ted ; but we had no cavalry, as those who led in the night were

still flying. M.ijor general l)aron de Kalb, ch.arged with the line

of battle, took post on the right ; while the general in chief, su-

perintending the whole, placed himself on the road b£tween thfi

line and the reserve. The light of d.iy dawned,—the signal tor

battle, lostantly our centre opened its artillery, and the left of

our line, under Stevens, was ordered to advance. The veterans

of the enemy, composing its riglit, were of course opposed to the

Virguiia mihtia ; whereas they ought to have been faced by the

continentid brigade * Stevens, however, exhorting his soldiers to

rely on the bayotiet, advanced with his accustomed intrepidity.

Lieutenant colonel Otho Williams, adjutant general, preceded him

with a band of volunteers, in order to invite the fire of the enemy

before they were in reach of the militia, that experience of its

inefticacy might enroura;ce the latter to do their duty. The Bri-

tish general, closely watching our motions, dicovered this move-

ment on the left, and gave orders to Webster to lead into battle

with the right. The commind was executed with the characteris-

*= General Gates ditl not, in Ins dispcriition, coii/onn to the judicious princi-

ple which we find obferved by general Lincoln ; or our continentals would havo

been posted on the left to oppose the British right. Indeed such seems to have been

Gate's hurry, from the nionieni he was called to the command in the soulh, as

to forbid that lull inquiry into his enemy's and his own situation, as well as

mtimaite accinaintance witii tlie characier of his own and his enemy's troojis,

so necessary to the pursuit of right measures in war.
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tic courage and intelligence of that officer. Our left was instantly

overpowered by the assault ; and the brave Stevens had to endure

the mortifying spectacle, exhibited by his ^ing brigade. Without
exchanging uiore than one lire with the enemy, they threw away
their arms ; and sought that safety in flight, which generally can be

obrained only by courageous resistance. The North Carolina bri-

gade, imitating that on the right, followed the shameful example.

Stevei.s, Caswell, and Gates himself, struggled to stop the fugitives,

and rally them for battle ; but every noble feeling of tlie heart was

sunk in base solicitude to preserve life ; and having no cavalry to

assist their exertions, the attempted reclamation failed entirely.

The continental troops, with Dixon's regiment of North Carolini-

ans, were left to oppose the enemy ; every corps of whose army
was acting with the most determined resolution. De Kalb and Gist

yet held the battle on our right in suspense. Lieutenant colonel

Howard, at the head of Williams's regiment, drove the corps in

front out of line. Rawdon could not bring the brigade of Gist to

recede :—bold was the pressure of the foe ; firm as a rock the

resistance of Gist. Now the Marylanders were gaining ground
;

but the deplorable desertion of the militia halving left Webster on^

employed, that discerning soldier detiiched some light troops with

Tarleton's cavalry in pursuit, and opposed himself to the reserve

brought up by Smallwood to replace the fugitives. Here the bat-

tle was renewed with fierceness and obstmacy. The Marylanders,

with Dixon's regiment, although greatl)' outnumbered, tirmly main-
tained the desperate coutlict ; and de Kalb, now finding his once
exposed tlank completely shielded, resorted to the ba} onet. Dread-
ful WcR the charge ! in one point of the line the eneni^y were
driven before us with the loss of many prisoners. But while
Smallwood covered the flank of the second brigade, his left became
exposed ; and Webster, never omitting to seize every advantage,

turned the light infantry and twenty third regiment on his open
flank. Smallwood, however, sustained himself with undiminish-

ed vigour ; but borne down at last by superiority of force, the first

brigade receded. Soon it returged to the line of battle ;—again

it gave ground, and again rallied. Meanwhile de Kalb, with our
right, preserved a conspicuous superiority. Lord Cornwallis, sen-

sible of tlie advantages gained, and aware of the difficulty to which
we were subjected by the shameful flight of our left, concentrated
his force, and made a decisive chax^. Our brave troops were
broken ; and his lordship, following up the blow, co«ipelled the

intrepid Marylanders to abandon ihe unequal contest. To the
woods and swauips, after performing their duty valiantly, these

gallant soldiers were compelled to fly. The pursuit was continued
with keenness, and none were saved but those who penetrated
swamps which had been deemed impassable. The road was heap-
ed with the dead and wounded. Arms, artillery, horses and bag-

gage, were strewed in every direction; and the whole' adjacent

country presented evidences of the sig^nal defeat.

Our lo^s was very heavy. More than a third of ihe ct)ntinental
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troops were killed and wounded ; and of the wounded one hundred
and seventy were made [)ri^oi)<.'r?. The regiment of Delaware was
nearly annihilated ; and lieutenant colonel Vaughn and major Fatten
being taken, its remnant, less than two companies, was afterwards

placed under the orders of Kirkwood, senior captain.* 'I'he North
Carolina militia also stilfered greatly ; more than three hundred were
taken, and nearly one hundred killed and wounded. Contrary to

the usual course of events and the general wish, the Virginia mil-

itia, who sat the infimous example wtiich produced the destructioQ

of our army, escaped entirely,

De KaU), sustaining by his splendid exami)le the courageous ef-

forts of our mfei ior force, in his last resolute attempt to seize vic-

tory, received eleven wounds, and was made jirisoner. His yet
lingering life was rescued from immediate death by the brave inter-

jiosition of lieutenant colonel du Buysson, one of his aids-de-camp
;

who embracing the prostrate general, received into hi* own body
the bayonets pointed at his friend. The heroic veteran, though
treated with every attention, survived but a i\iw days. Never were
the last moments of a soldier better emjrioyed. He dictated a let-

ter to general Sriiallwood, who succeeded to the command of his di-

vision, breathing in every word Imp sincere and ardent atlection for

his oflicers and soldiers ; expressing his admiration of their late no-

ble though unsuccessful stand ; reciting the eulogy which their bra-

very hadextoited from the enemy ; together with the lively deligh-t

such testimony of their valour hid excited in his own mind, then ho-

vering on the shadowy confines of death. In this endearing adieu

he compiehended lieutenant colonel Vaughn, with the Delaware re-

giment and the artillery attached to his division ; both of which corps

had shared in the glory of that disiistrous day. Feeling the pressure

of death, he stretched out his quivering hand to his friend du Buys-
son, proud of his generous wounds ; and breathed his last in bene-

dictions on his faithful, brave division.! We lost, besides major
general baron de Kalb, many exjcellent officers ; and among them
lieutenant colonel Porterheld, whose promise of future greatness had
endeared him to the whole army. Wounded in his brave stand in

the morning, when our dragoons basely fled, he was taken off the

*The state of Delaware furiiished one regiment only ; and certainly no re-

giment in die army surpassed it in soldiership. The remnant of that corps,

less tliun two companies, fi-jni the battle of Camden, was commanded by
captain Kirkwood, who passed through the war with hit^h reputation ; and yet

as the line of Delaware consisted but of one regiment, anJ that regiment was
reduced to a captain''s tomniaiid, Kirkwood never could be promoted in regu-

lar routine,—a very glaring defect in tlie organization o/ tlie army, as it gave
advantages to parts ol the same ariDj^ deniid to other portions of it. Tlie se-

quel is singularly hard. Kirkwood retired, upon peace, a ca])tain ; and when
the army under St. Clair was raised to defend the West from the Indian enemy,
this veteran resumed his swoid as the eldest captain of the oldest regiment.

In llie decisive deleat of the 4th November the gallant Kirkwood fell,

bravely sustaining his point of the action. It was the thirty-third time he
had risked his life for his country ; and he died as he had lived, the brave, tnev-w

itorious, unrewarded, Kirkwood.
t See Appendi.v, D,
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field, never more to draw his sword ! Brigadier Rutherford, of the
North Carolina mihtia, and major Thomas Pinckney, of the South
Carolina line, aid-de-camp to general Gates, were both wounded
and taken.

The British loss is stated to have amounted to eighty killed, and
two hundred and forty-five wounded.

In the dreadful glootn which now overspread the United States,
the reHecting mind drew consolation from the undismayed gallantry
displayed by a portion of the army, throughout the desperate con-
flict

; and from the zeal, courage and intelligence, exhibited by
many of our officers. Smallwood and Gist had conducted them-
selves with exemplary skill and bravery. Stephens and Caswell
both deserved distinguished applause, although both were the mor-
tified leaders of s^iiritless troops. Colonel Williams, adjutant gen-
eral, was conspicuous throughout the action ; cheerfully risking-

his valuable life out of his station, performing his assumed duties
with precision and effect, and volunteering his person wherever
danger called. Lieutenant colonel Howard demonstrated a solidity
of character, which, on every future occasion, he displayed hon-
ourably to himself, and advantageously to his country. The general
in chief, although deeply unfortunate, is entitled to respect and re-
gard. He took decisive measures to restore the action, by unceas-
ing etiorts to rally the fugitive militia ; and had tie succeeded, would
have led them to the vortex of battle. By seconding the continen-
tal troops with this rallied corps, he would probably have turned
the fortune of the day, or have died the hero of Saratoga.

None, without violence to the claims of honour and justice, can
withhold applause from colonel Dixon and his North Carolina regi-

ment of militia. Having their flank exposed by the flight of the
other militia, they turned with disdain from the ignoble example

;

and fixing their eyes on the Marylanders, whose left they became,
determined to vie in deeds of courage with their veteran comrades.
Nor did they shrink from this daring resolve. In every vicissitude

of the battle, this regiment maintained its ground ; and, when the
reserve under Smallwood, covering our left, relieved its naked
flank, forced the enemy to fall back. Colonel Dixon had seen
service, havmg commanded a continental regiment under VVashing-

ton. By his precepts and example he infused his own spirit into

the breasts of his troops ; who, emulating the noble ardour of their

leader, demonstrated the wisdom of selecting experienced officers

to command raw soldiers.*

* The American war presents examples of first rate courage, occasionally

exhibited by corps of militia, and often with the highest success.

Here was a splendid instance of self-possession by a single regiment; out of

two brigades. Dixon had commanded a continental regiment; and of course,

to his example and knowledge, much is to be ascribed ; yet praise is neverthe-

less due to the troops. While I record, with delight, facts which maintain our

native and national courage, I feel a horror less demagogues, who flourish in a
representative system of government, (the best, when virtue rules, the wit of

roan can devise) shall avail themselves of the occasional testimony, to produce

a general result,

13
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In the midst of this heart-rending defeat, general Gates received

advice of the success of Smnter against the British convoy. Some

consolalion* was thus administered to his wounded spirit. The

corps under Sumter, added to those who had escaped this day of

destruction, would have formed a force which could preserve the

appearance of resistance, and give time for the arrival of succour.

Major iVl'Arthur, ahout the same time, communicated the occur-

rence to lord Cornwallis ; who occupied his first moments after

our defeat in despatching orders to lieutenant colonel Turnbull,

then stalioned on Little river with the New York volunteers, and

m;ijor Ferguson's corps of loyalists, to intercept general Sumter

and bring him to action.

Major Davie's corps, part of the force under Sumter, in his pre-

ceding operations, had suilered severely on the Gth of August, in

the unsuccessful attempt on the post of Hanging Flock ; and was

subsequently engaged in escorting our wounded to Charlotte, where

Davie had previously established a hospital. The moment this

service was performed, major Davie hastened to the general ren-

dezvous at Rudgley's mill. Ou the fifteenth, arriving after Gates

had moved, he followed the army ; and marching all night, met the

first part of our flying troops about four miles from the field of bat-

tle. With an expectation of being useful in saving soldiers, bag-

gage and stores, he continued to advance ; and meeting with briga-

dier general Huger, of the South Carolina line, driving his tired

horse before him, he learnt the probability of Sumter's ignorance

of the defeat of our army, and of the consequent danger to which
he would be exposed. Major Duvie therefore instantly despatched

captain Martin, attended by two dragoons, to inform Sumter of this

afllicting event ; to urge him to take care of his corps by immedi-
ate retreat, and to request him to repair to Charlotte, whither him-
self meant to proceed, and assemble, as he returned, all the force

which could be induced to take the field. On the night following,

captain Martin reached Sumter, who immediately decamped with

Convinced as I am, tliat a government is tiie murderer of its citizens, which
sends them to the tield uninformed and untaught, where they are to meet men
of tlie same age and strength, mechanized by education and discipline for bat-
tle, 1 cannot withhold my denunciation of its wickedness and folly ; much as I

applaud, and must ever applaud, those instances, like the one before us, of armed
citizens vying with our best soldiers in the first duty of man to his country.
* This consolation was necessarily mingled with acute remorse. It must

have reminded the general of the advantages once at his command, by pursuing
the prudent system of striking his adversary ni detail; and if victory with him
was only pleasant by being immediate, it would bring to his recollection the
propriety of having brought Sumter to him, instead of detaching Woolford
from him.

Lord Cornwallis, hearing from his commandant at Camden of the success of
Sumter, in the midst of his prosperity, turned his mind to the recovery of the
loss he had sustained,—an example meriting imitation from all who may com-
mand in war. Small as was the advantage gained, had it been enjoyed, "reat
would have been the good derived in its consequences. The British general,
foreseeing this, did not indulge even in the proud moments cf victory, but gave
his mind and time to prepare Sumter's destruction.
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kis prisoners and booty. Turnbiill's attennpt failed, from the celeri-

ty with which Sumter had moved. Ap|)rehensive that Sumtnr
might escape Turnbull, and anxious to break up this corp?, the

British general was not satijitjed with a single effort to destroy him
;

and, on the same evening, directed lieutenant colonel Tarleton^
with his legion and some light infantry, to proceed in the morning
from the field of battle across the Wateree in ptjrsuit of that enter-

prising officer.

Having avoided Turnbull, Sumter seems to have indulged a be-

lief that he was Safe ; and accordingly encamped on the night of

the 17th at Rocky Mount, about thirty miles from Camden, and

much nearer Cornwallis. To halt for the night within striking dis-

tance of the British army was evidently improvident. After a tew

hours rest, he ought certainly to have renewed his march. At day

light, he did, indeed, resume it; but, having passed Fishing creek,

eight miles distant, he again halted. His troops occupied, in line

of march, a ridge contiguous to the north side of the creek, at

which place his rear guard was stationed ; and two videts were
posted at a small distance in its front. Confiding in thij hazardous

situation, to these slender precautions, his arms were stacked, the

men were permitted to indulge at pleasure ; some in strolling, some
bathing, and others reposing. Our troops, no doubt, were ex-

tremely wearied ; but bodily debility does not warrant inattention

in a commander : it should redouble his caution and exertion. If

the halt at Fishing creek was unavoidable, the troops least fatigued

and best armed should have been selected and posted for combat,

while those most fatigued, snatched rest and food. With this al-

ternate relief the retreat ought to have been continued ; and the

corps would have been saved.

Lieutenant colonel Tarleton moved with his accustomed velocity
;

and after a rapid march on the 17th, approached Sumter's line of

retreat. Finding many of his men and hi-^ horses too much ex-

hausted to proceed with the requisite despatch, he left behind more

than half his force, and pressed forward with about one hundred

and sixty. Passing the Catawba at Rocky Mount ford, he got into

Sumter's rear, whose precautions for security were readily eluded.

The enemy reached him unperceived, when consternation at the

unlooked-for assault became general. Partial resistance was at-

tempted, but soon terminated in universal flight. Sumter's force,

with the detachment under lieutenant colonel Woolford, was esti-

mated at eight hundred : some were killed, others wounded, and

the rest dispersed. Sumter himself fortunately escaped, as did

about three hundred and fifty of his men ; leaving two brass pieces

of artillery, arms and baggage, in possession of the enemy, who

recovered their wagons, stores and prisoners.*

* The oflker adventuring, as did general Sumter, must never be satisfied

with common precautions : they will not do.

It is difficult to prescribe rules upon the subject; because every single case

is to be regarded, and must suggest its own regulations to a meditating mind.

One fixed principle however we may venture to lay down-: viz, that the cap-



100 Memoirs of the War in the

In this enterprise, although fortunate in its issue, lieutenant col-

onel Tarleton evinced a temerity, which could not, if pursued, long

escape exemplary chastisement. Find Sumter discovered his ap-

proach, that day would at least have arrested his career, if it had

not closed his existence. But unhappily for America, her soldiers

were slaughtered, sometimes from the improvidence of their lead-

ers, more often from their own fatal nes^lect of duly and disobedi-

ence of orders. Vain is it to place guards around your camp, and

videts in their front, if, unmindful of the responsibility of their

stations, they indulge in repose, or relinquifh iheir posts. The
severe consequences of such criminal neglect, we may suppose,

would prevent the repetition of the evil ; but soldiers are not to

be corrected by their own observations or deductions. Rewards

and punishments must be added; and execution on the spot, of a

faithless or negligent centinel, is humanity in the end. Militia will

not endure this rigour, and are therefore improperly intrusted with

the sword of the nation in war. The pursuance of that system

must weaken the best resources of the state, by throwing away

the lives of its citizens ; and those rulers must provoke the ven-

•geance of Heaven, who invite such destruction, by adhering to this

impotent policy.

The tragedy of the 16th, closing with the catastrophe of the

18th, the army of the south became a second time nearly annihi-

lated. General Gates halted at Charlotte, where some of his de-

feated army had arrived. Soon after he retired to Salisbury, and

afterwards to Hillsborough, one hundred and eighty miles from
Camden ; where he determined to collect his scattered forces, and

to draw reinforcements, with a resolution of again facing his suc-

cessful adversary.* Smallwood and Gist continued at Salisbury,

until all the dispersed continentals were assembled. The militia of

both states passed on towards their respective homes, felecting

their own route, and obtaining subsistence from the charity of the

farmers on the road.

VVe shall here break the thread of our narrative, and go into

those inquiries, which our misfortunes require, it being the object

of these Memoirs, by a faithful and plain elucidation of the occur-

rences of our war, connecting events with their causes, to enlighten

the future defenders and rulers of our country. The character of
a military chief contributes not a little to give character to his

tared, with a portion of the victorious corps, ought to be immediately despatch-
ed, with orders to move night and day until out of reach ; while the com-
mander, with the least fatigued troops, should hold himself some hours in the
rear sweeping with the best of his cavalry all the country between him and
his enemy, thus procuring correct information, which will always secure a re-
tiring corps.

*This rapid retreat of General Gates has been generally supposed to dimi-
nish his reputation. Not so, in truth. It does him honour ; as it evinced a
mind capable, amidst confusion and distress, of discerning the point most pro-
mising to renew with expedition bis strength : at the same time incapable of
being withheld from doing his duty, by regarding the calumny with which he
was sure to be assailed.
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army; provided the pressure of circumstances does not urge him
to the field, before he has time and opportunity to kno^r and be
known. Major general Gates assumed the command uoder the
happiest circumstances. He was hailed as the conqueror of Sara-

toga ; and our gallant troops, anticipating the future from reflect-

ing on the past, proudl)' presumed that his skill, directine their

valour, would liberate the south^ and diffuse over his evening, an
effulgence more brilliant than his meridian glory.

Considering the condition of the respective armies, this fond ex-
pectation will not nppear chimerical. But, unhappily for us, the

inviting opportunity was neglected ; and general Gates, buoyed up
by his campaign in the north, seems to have acted under a convic-
tion that it was only necessary to meet the foe to conquer. What
heavy misfortunes spring from our own fatuity ! The day after the
Virginia militia* joined at Rudgely's mill, he rashly advanced to-

wards the enemy ; and persevered in the same precipitancy, until

stopped by his adversary, moving to strike him in his camp. Let
us suppose that he had conducted his operations on different prin-

ciples ; what would have been the probable result? Had he wise-

ly taken with him the old regiment of dragoons under While and
Washington, as those brave oflicers in vain solicited ; instead of a
dastardly flight, an example of heroism would have been exhibited.

The enemy would have been driven in
;
prisoners would have

been made by, but none from, us ; intelligence would have been
shut to the enemy, but open to ourselves ; and the dawn of day
would have found our troops, emboldened by the example of the

cavalry, panting for battle. He would, moreover, have been pro-

vided with a body of horse, more numerous and capable, than that

of his enemy ; and would have carried his army, full of bodily

strength and high in spirits, into the neighbourhood of his foe. By
falling back from Lynch's creek, when lord Kawdon retired to Log-
town, he would have placed himself in a friendly, strong and plen-

tiful country ; where, out of striking distance, he might have em-
ployed a week or ten days in training his militia, and infusing into

them that self confidence which doubly arms the soldier in the day

of battle. t While improving the condition of his army, he might.

by despatching influential characters to the west of the Allegany,

have brought down one or two thousand of those hardy warriors

to Charlotte, to be used as an army of reserve, should events re-

quire it. What was of the highest importance, he must, by this

**' In justice to these troops it ought to be state'' that the heat was so op-

pressive they could'iiot march in the day, and therefore they had for several

nights made forced marches to come up with us, which broke the spirits of the

men." Note from colonel Howard.
+ Lord Rawdon's retrograde movement from Lynch's creek was certainly a

favourable movement for general Gates' correction of his erroneous system,

and might have enabled the general to work his own troops into the best spirits.

Had he so done, and fallen back himself, holding hii main body safe, and sup-

porting, by fit and occasional succour, Marion and Sumter in their sudden inroads

into the enemy's territory, and upon his flanks, we must then have recovered

South Carolina, with the exception of Charleston.
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delay, hace ascertained with precision, the intention of the enemy
in time to ehide or resist it ; and would have drawn Cornwalhs fur-

ther from his point of safety : thus more and more exposing hiin

(o the hafrassing attacks of Marion and Surrter on his ilanks and in

his rear. All these advantages were within the general's grasp.

The partial, though sure, game of destruction had commenced.
Sumter had seized the stores and convoy from Ninety-six, with

which he could have regained his asylum, had not general Gates's

impatience to approach the enemy refused even one day's rest to

the Virginia hrigade. Tarleton could not have been spared from
the main body in face of our army ; which, although inactive, would
be in the tit attitude for striking whenever the opportune moment
should arrive ; and consequently he would not have been detached

in pursuit of Sumter, Obvious as was this mode of operation,

general Gates, with the " veni, vidi, vici" of CiEsar in his imagina-

tion, rushed on to the fatal field, where he met correction, not

more severe than merited.

Hillsborough having been selected as headquarters, thither the

fragmeuts of our beaten army repaired ; so that the best aflected,

and most powerful district of North Carolina, situated between the

Catawba and Yadkin rivers, became exposed to the depredations of

the enemy. Brigadier Davidson and colonel Davie, now promoted
by the governor, and appointed to the command of the cavalry of

the state, remained true to the obligations which honour and duty

alike imposed. Encouraging all around them, they drew together

their faithful comrades, and took measures for the collection of re-

quisite supplies ; resolved to desist from resistance only with the

loss of life. In this manly resolution they were cordially joined

by brigadier Sumner. The two generals returned to assemble their

militia ; while colonel Davie, with eighty dragoons and major David-

son's two mounted companies of riflemen, established himself in

the VVaxhaw settlement, about thirt3'-five miles from Charlotte.

Here he continued actively employed in watching the movements
ot the enemy, and repressing their predatory excursions, which,
in consequence of the devastation of the country between Camde*
and the VVaxhaws, were extended to the latter di«trict.

Lord Cornwallis, necessarily delayed from the want of store?

which he expected from New York, devoted his leisure to the civil

duties of his station. Persevering in the policy adopted by sir

Henry Clinton, he enforced the penalty of this general's procla-
mation with rigour. A commissioner was named to take possession

of the estates of all who adhered to the enemies of the king, with
directions first to support the wives and children of such ofl'enders,

and next to pay the residue of the proceeds of the estates to the
paymaster general of the royal forces.

Death was again denounced against all persons, who, having re-

ceived protections, should be found in arms against the king's troops.

Some of the militia, taken in the late defeat, being charged with
that offence, were actuall\ hung. This sanguinary conduct, in the
amiable, humane Cornwallis, evinces the pronenes? of military men,
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however virtuous, to abuse power. The injustice of breaking a
contract, and the criminality of sir Henry CJinton in that respect,

have been already mentioned. Confiding in the plighted faith of
the British general, many of our countrymen had taken protections,
which never would have been accepted, had it been understood
they converted those who received them into liege subjects. When
sir Henry Clinton deemed it eligible, by an arbitrary fiat to annul
those protections, justice demanded that he should have left it op-
tional with the holder to take the oath of allegiance, or abandon
the state. A severe alternative, but justifiable in war. To break
solemn compacts

; to transmute the party from the state in which
he stood, to a mere dependence on human will, and to hang him
for not conforming to that will, is crying injustice. Instead of de-
manding reparation, and proclaiming the " lex talionis," we sub-
mitted, with folded arms, to the criminal outrage. We must look
back, with feelings of degradation, to this disgraceful period of our
history. Although no advocate for the law of retaliation on slight

occasions, it often happens, that the unjust can only be taught the
value of justice by feeling the severity of retort ; and those in

power should never hesitate to apply its rigour, when so impera-
tively demanded.
The severity of the British commander was not restricted to the

deluded class, who had taken protections : it was extended to the
most respectable characters of the state, who had been made pri-

soners at the fall of Charleston. Letters were found from some of
these gentlemen to their friends, killed or taken on the 16lh, mak-
ing communications, as was alleged, but never proved, incompati-
ble with their paroles. The venerable Mr. Gadsden, lieutenant
governor, with sever;d other gentlemen, were fiist confined on
board prison ships in Charleston harbour ; and afterwards sent to

St. Augustine, in East Florida, where they were again admitted to

very limited indulgences.
We shall soon find how the injustice and severity now ptactised,

recoiled upon their authors.

CHAPTER XVIII.

A HE British general, having received his supplies, moved from
Camden on the 8th of September, to accomplish the great object,
which he had with much regret deferred. The conquest of North
Carolina, before congress could bring another army into the field,

was deemed certain ; and would enable the victorious general to ap-
proach Virginia, the devoted victim of the ensuing spring's opera-
tions. During the winter he expected to restore the royal author-
ity, to lay up magazines, to provide all the necessary horses for the
next campaign, and what was very desirable, to fill up his ranks
with young Americans. Elated with these flattering expectations,
Cprnwallis took his route through those parts of the state, distin-
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guishcd for their firm adherence to their country. The main body

moved first to the Waxhavvs settlement, and next to Charlotte, with

an mtention to proceed to Svdisbiiry.

Corresponding with the main hody on its left, lieutenant colonel

Taileton traversed the country, west of the VVateree. at the head

of his legion and the ii^ht infantry. Still nearer to the frontiers,

lieutenant colonel Fer!^ii«on marched with his corps of provincials.

The route of the army lay intermediate to the two settlements of

Crous-creek and Tryon county ; with both of which, favouring his

views, his lordship wi-hed to open safe and direct intercourse. Lieu-

tenant colonel Tarletoii united with the main body, in its camp at

the VVaxhaws, where Cornwallis had halted.

The approach of Cornwallis compelled colonel Davie to fall back

upon Charlotte, and his aband >ned position was comprehended in

the British camp. Davie took post at Providence, on the Charlotte

road, twenty-five miles from the Waxhaws. So exhausted was the

country, that in this well improved settlement, the British general

was straitened lor provisions, and obliged to send his light party in

every direction ; for whose safety he entertained no apprehension,

knovving the humble condition to which his successes had reduced

us. Colonel Davie was not unapprised of his lordship's wants, and

mode of su{>plying them; and having ascertained that, while the

main body of the enemy was encamped on the north of the Cataw-

ba, some of the light troops and the loyalist* occupied the southern

banks of that river, some distance on the right of the British posi-

tion, he determined to beat up their quarters in the night. With

this view he decamped on the evening of the 20th of September ;

and taking an extensive circuit, turned the left of Cornwallis, and

gained, unperceived, the camp of the loyalists. They had changed

their ground, falling nearer to the light troops, and now were sta-

tioned at Wahab's plantation. Davie nevertheless persevered in his

enterprise. Bemg among his friends, he wa.« sure to receive accu-

rate intelligence ; and he hnd with him the best guides, as many of

his corps were inhabitants of this very settlement ; and their pro-

perty, wives and childern were now in the possession of the enemy.

He came in sight of Wahab's early the next morning, where he

discovered a part of the loyalists and British legion, mounted, and

arrayed near the house, which, in this quarter, was in some de-

gree" concealed by a cornfield, cultivated quite to the yard. De-

taching major Davidson through the cornfield with the greater part

of the riflemen, with orders to seize the house, he himselfgained

the lane leading to it. The enemy were completely surprised
;

and being keenly pushed, betook themselves to flight. Sixty killed

and wounded were left on the ground ; and as little or no resistance

was made, only one of Davie's corps was wounded. The colonel,

having collected ninety-six horses with their equipments, and one

hundred and twenty stand of arms, retired with expedition ; the

British drums beating to arras in the contiguous quarters. Captain

Wahab, the owner of the farm, spent the ievf minutes halt in deli-

cious converse with bis wife and children, who ran outassooqas



Southern Department of the United States. 105

the fire ceased, to embrace their long lost and beloved protector.

Sweetly passed these moments ; but they were succeeded by the

most bitter. The British troops reaching the house, the command-
ing officer, yielding to diabolical fury, ordered it to be burnt A torch

was instantly applied, and VVahab saw the only shelter of his help-

less, unprotected family, wrapped in flames, without the power of
affording any reliefto his forlorn wife and children. " These were
times which tried men's souls." Davie made good his retreat, and
returned to his camp at Providence, having marched sixty miles

in twenty four hours. On the evening of his return, generals Sum-
ner and Davidson arrived \vith their militia, amounting to one thou-

sand men, enlisted for a short period. This body, with the small

corps under colonel D ivie, not two hundred, constituted all our
force opposed to the advancing enemy.
Four days after the affair at VVahab's, the British general put his

army in motion, taking the Steel creek road to Charlotte. This
being announced to geiier.d Sumner by his light parlies, he decamp-
ed from Prov^idence and retired on the nearest road to Salisbury

;

leaving colonel Davie with his corps, strengthened by a few volun-

teers under major Graham, to observe the movements ofthe enemy.
Hovering round the British army, colonel Davie took several pri'

soners during the evening, and reached Charlotte al)OUt midnight.

This village, standing on elevated ground, contained about twenty

houses, built on two streets crossing each other at right angles.

The court house, constructed of stone, stood at the intersection

of the two streets. The common, on the right ol the street le^.d-

ing through the town, in the direction of the enemy's advance,

was covered with a growth of underwood, and bounded by the gar-

dens and other enclosures of the village : on the left was an opea
field. Colonel Davie, being informed of the approach of the ene-

my, and relying on the firmness of his troops, determined to give

them an earnest of the spirit of the country into which they had

entered. Dismounting his cavalry, who, in addition to the sword

and pistol, were armed with muskets, he posted them in front of

the court-house, under cover of a strong stone wall, breast high.

His infantry, also dismounted, with Graham's volunteers, were ad-

vanced eighty yards in front, on each side of the street, covered by

the enclosures of the village. While this disposition was ranking,

the legion of Tarleton, led by major Hanger, Tarleton being sick,

appeared on the common, and formed in column, widened in front

to correspond with the street, and flanked by parties of light infan-

try. The charge being sounded, the column of horse moved slow-

ly, giving time for the light infantry to clear its flanks by dislodg-

ing their advanced adversaries. The moment these parties engag-

ed. Hanger rushed along the street to the courthouse, where Da-

vie poured in his fire, and compelled him to recede. The drac

goons fell back hastily, and were rallied on the common. Mean-

while our infantry, on the right of the street, were driven in, al-

though bravely resisting; upon which, colonel Davie recalled those

on our left, who still maintained their ground. The British light

infantry continued to advance, and the action wag vigorously renevr-

14
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ed on our tlanks. The centre reserved its fire for the cavalry, who,

now reluming to the charge, met with n repetition of their first re-

ception, and retired in cotiliision to their former ground. The
Biitish infantry persevered ; and having gained Davie's right flank,

he drew otVfrom the court-house, and arrayed his gaUant band on

the eastern side of the toan. CornwalHs now came up to the le-

gion cavalry, and upbraided them by contrasting their present con-

tluct with their past fame. Advancing a third time, they pressed

^own the street, and ranged with (he light intaniry, who were still

urging forward on our flank ; when meeting with our brave corps,

now mounted, they received as usual a well aimed tire, and were
again repulsed. The tlank companies of the seventy-first and thir-

ty-third regiments advanced to support the light infantry ; ami Da-

vie receded from the unetjual cofitcst, for a long time well support-

ed, and retreated on the great Salisbury road. An atten)pt was

maile by the cavalry to disturb our retreat, which succeeded, so

far as to drive in our rear guard ; but stopped the moment the sup-

porting coii;i':iny opened its fire. Lieutenant Locke and live pri-

vates were kilh-d, a.ul major Graham and twelve were wounded.
The enemy lost twelve non commisioned ofiirers and privates kil-

led ; major Hanger, captains Campbell and M' Donald, and many pri-

vates, were wounded.
Lord Cornwallis established a post at Blair's mill, which he con-

fided to major M'Artliur, in ordv'ir to preserve his communication
with Camden, and advanced towards Silisbur)'. Thus the farther he

advanced the more his field force was necessarily reduced. This

inconvenience an invading army must feel, and a judicious opponent

will turn it to his advantage.

Lieutenant colonel Ferguson, still pursuing his course, reached

Gilbert town ; and was there informed, by his friends, that a large

force of western militia was in motion. The British general had se-

lected this excellent officer to command the only detachment from

his army, which could be exposed to serious resistance. The prin-

cipal object of the expedition was to excite the loyalists, in that

quarter, to rebel openly, and unite with the British army. While
Ferguson was endeavouring to eflfect this purpose, he was advised by
lord Cornwallis of an assault on Augusta, with directions to intercej)t

if practicable, the assailants on their return. Augtista was command-
ed by lieutenant colonel Thomas Broivne ; who had been in the

British service, previous to the war, and resided in Georgia. Pleas-

ing and sensible, he was popular ; and possessing influence with

the Indian tribes, bordering on that state, from official connexion,

he was dangerous. With a view to preserve control over the af-

fections and conduct of the Indians, the Briti«h government not only

continued the establi-ihed custom of bestowing annual presents in

arms, ammunition, blankets, salt, liquor, and other like articles

precious to the forester, but in consequence of the war had much
increased the annual gift.*

* I never could see the justice of denominating our Indian borderers savage.

They appear to me to merit a very different ^appellation, as we well know they
arc not behind their civilized neighbours in tlie practice of "jaany of the virtues

most dear to human nature.
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When Georgiii fell, many of the most virtuous and dHtin£;iiished

citizens of lliat state, (.is did afterwards those of South Carolina)
fled to their brethren in the West. The most prominent among
these voluntary exiles, was colonel Clarke, who employed his

time and mind in prep;jring a sntlicient force to enable him, on the
first opportunity, to return and renew the contest. V^igihintly

w.itching every occurrence, he was soon informed of the arrival at

Augusta of the annual Indian presents. The desire to recover Au-
gusta, always ascendant in Clarke's breast, now became ji-resisti-

ble. He called forth his comrades, and expatiated on the rich har-
vest of ieward and glory within thtir reach, and the facility of ob-
taining it at that moment. His arguments were successful ; and the
warriors of the hills shouted for battle. No time was lost by their

active leader in preparing for tlie enterprise. The walhts were till-

ed with provisions, the guns cleaned, bullets moulded, and a scan-
ty supply of powder was distributed out of their scanty magazine.

These were the simple preparations of our hardy mountaineers
for battle. A lesson, pregnant with instruction, to all military com-
manders. The nearer an army can be brought to this unencum-
bered and alert condition, the more is its effective capacity increas-
ed, the better are the public resources husbaniled, and the quick-
er will the war be terminated. Two hours only were occupied in

getting ready to move, which followed as soon as the horses could
be brought from pasture and accoutred. The grass of nature gave
subsistence to the horse, while the soldier feasted on the homely
contents of his wallet, made and filled by his wife or mother.

Marching through friendly settlements, intelligence was gained,
guides were procuied, and accessions of strength accpiired. Hav-
ing reached the confines of the enemy, the leader halted, made
his last arrangements, and issued his final orders. Then, with the
Velocity of an eagle, he pounced on his prey ; but missing it re-

curred to the slow and systematic o[ierations which require patient

vigilance and prevent hazard. The watchful Browne, informed of
the gathering storm, was not surprised by its ap|>roach. Augusta
being untenable with his weak tbrre. he retired towards Garden
Hill with his garrison ot one hundred and fifty men, a lievv Indians,

and two small brass pieces. In front of the latter position, he was
vigorously attacked by Clarke, at the h.nad of seven hundred men;
but, under cover of his artillery, he at length dislodged his enemy,
and f)rced his way to the hill at the point of the ba>'onc-t So souii

as he had gained the hill, colonel Browne began to fortify himself in

the best possible manner : being deterniineii to hold out to the last

moment, in order to give time to colonel Cruger, who commanded
at Ninety six, and was informed of F>rowiie's situation and views, to

relieve him. Among other expedients to form -uitaljle defences,

colonel Browne put in requisition all the bales of cloth, osnaburgs,

blankets, £cc. found in the store at Garden Hill, and converted them,
witti the assistance of rails and pailing, into a breastwork, proof
again^t musketry. Clark, nevertheless, persevered in his attempt

to bring the enemy to submission j which he would have certainly
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accomplished, by availing himself of (he two pieces of artillery,

gained in the first conflict, had not the Jimmiinition belonging to

them been nearly exhausted. Deprived of this aid, he resorted

to other expedients ; and at lenglii succeeded in depriving the gar-

rison of water. But, unluckily, his adversary was no less fertile

in menial resource than intrepid in battle. 'Jo remedy this menac-

ing evil, colonel Browne ordered all the earthen vessels in the store

to be taken, in which the urine was preserved ; and when cold, it

was served out with much economy to the troops, himself taking

the first draught. Disregarding the torture of a wound in his leg,

which had become much swoln from exertion, he continued booted

at the head of his small gallant band, directing his defence, and an-

imating his troops by his presence and exa uple. Thus Browne
courageously supported himself until the fourth day, when colonel

Cruger appeared on the opposite banks. C^olonel Clarke immedi-

ately withdrew, leaving his artillery behind, and disappointed by

the invincible prowess of his enemy of a reward which, with less

perseverance and gallantry, he might justly have expected to obtain.

Ferguson no sooner received the order of Cornwallis to attack

the assailants of Augusta on their return, than he drew nearer to

the mountain, prepared to fall upon Clarke as soon as he reached

his vicinity. While waiting to execute this object, he heard that a

new enemy was approaching him ; for the very purpose of pro-

ceeding on tiie same enterprise, in which Clarke had just been

foiled. A numerous assemblage of ritle militia had been drawn to-

gether from Kentucky, the western country of Virginia, and North
Carolina ; and were in motion under colonels Campbell, Cleveland,

Williams, Sevier, and Shelby, towards Augusta ; when hearing of

Clarke's repulse and Feriju-on's expedition, they relinquished tlieir

enterprise on Browne, and turne! against Ferguson. Beaching Gil-

bert town, fiom which place Ferguson had lately retired, they

selected one thousand five hundred of their warriors, who fol-

lowed the British partizan, bent upon his destruction. Ferguson

apprised of their pursuit, took post on the summit of King's moun-
tain ; a position, thickly set with trees, and more assailable by the

rifle, than defensible with the bayonet. Here he was overtaken

by our mountaineers, who quickly dismounted, and arraj^ed them-
selves for battle. Our b^ave countrymen were formed into three

divisions, under their rt^speclive leaders, and coolly ascended the

mountain in different directions. Colonel Cleveland first reached

the enemy, and openeiV a destructive fire from behind the trees.

Ferguson resorted to the bayonet : Cleveland necessarily gave way.

At that instant, from another quarter, colonel Shelby poured in his

fire ; alike sheltered and alike eflectiial. Upon him Ferguson fu-

riously turned, and advanced with the bayonet
; gaining the only,

though immaterial, advantage in his power, of forcing Shelby to

recede. This was scarcely effected, before colonel Campbell had
gained the summit of the mountain ; when he too commenced a

deadly fire. The Britisli bayonet was again applied ; and produced

its iornaer efl'ect. All the divisions now returned in cooperation,
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and resistance became temerity. Nevertheless, Ferguson, confiding

in the bayonet, siii*taineil the attack with iimlismayed gallantry.

The battle raged for fifty minutes, when the British commander
received a ball, and fell dead. Deprived of their leader, the fire

of the enemy slackened, and the second in command wisely beat a
parley, which was followed by his surrender. Three hundred
were killed and wounded ; one hundred regulars and seven hundred
loyalists were taken, with one thousand five hundred stand of arms:

lieutenant colonel Ferguson being provided with supernumerary
muskets, to arm such of the inhabitants as might repair to the royal

standard. Our loss was trillling in numbers ; but amrng the killed

was colonel Williams of South Carolina, who had joined those gal-

lant patriots, with his adherents, from the district of Ninety-six,

and was among the most active and resolute of this daring assem-
blage.

Although Clarke failed in the reduction of Augusta, his attempt

led to tiie destruction of Ferguson ; and with it, to the present re-

lief of North Carolina.

CHAPTER XIX.

T HEN prepared to advance to Salisbury, the British general

received the unwelcome news of the battle of King's Mountain.

Disappointed in his expectation of important benefit from the exer-

tions of colonel Ferguson among the loyalists of Tryon cotinty
;

deprived of that officer and his corps, which constituted more than

a fourth of the army ; lord Cornwallis abandoned his project of ad-

vancing, and began a retreat to Camden. The security of South

Carolina, then threatened by the sudden incursions of the moun-
tain warriors, and endangered by the activity of Sumter, Marion

and Pickens ; and the necessity of procuring additional force be-

fore his preconcerted conquest could be pursued, required his

lordship's return. On the 14ih of October, the Biitish army com-
menced its reireat from a country, which it h^d entered a few

weeks before, with a confident expectation of reannexing it to the

British empire.

As soon as sir Henry Clinton was informed of the defeat ofGates

and dispersion of the force under Sumter, in order to promote the

operations of his general in the South, he detached three thousand

men from New York to Virginia under the orders of major general

Leslif. About the time Cornwallis retired from Charlotte, Leslie,

arrived in the Chesapeake, and commenced bis operations on the

south side of James river, making Portsmouth his principal posi-

tion. I he annihilation of Ferguson's force, having changed lord

Cornvvallis's plan, Leslie's continuance in Virginia beoijme unne-

cessary ; and be was directed by his lordship to embark without

delay, and proceed to Charleston.
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The preparations for resisting this officer were hardly begun,

when tlie commonwealth was relicivcd from an invasion which it had

deemed fixed ; in as muclj as no tloubt could exist, that Lt-she was

intended to co-operate wilh Lor>l Cornwallis, xvho, after llie reduc-

tion of North Carolina, would advance upon Virginia. Soon after

Lis lordship leu Chiulotic, the rainy season set in, which rendered

his march very inconvenient and harassing. The ground being sa-

turatt'il Willi incessant rain, the troops were exposed to its chill ex-

haialions, and became sickly. The general himself was seized with

a bilious fever', and was so much indisposed as to resign the army to

the direction of lord Kawdon.

This young nobleman had difticulties to encounter, in addition to

those springing; from ihe humidity of the. air and ground. The

swell of water courses presented new obstacles, not only to his

progress, but to the procurement of forage and provisions for daily

subsistence ; which were before very difficult to obtain. The

roval militia became now peculiarly useful. Enured to the cli-

mate, they escaped the prevailing sickness ; and being mounted,

were' employed unceasiiiL,ly in huuVing, collecting, and driving cattle

from the woods to the army* This meagre supply was the only

meat procurable ; and young corn, gathered from the tield, and

boiled, or grated into meal, was the substitute for bread.j The

British troops comphuned grievously of their sufferings on this

march ; which, in comparison with those endured by our army,

were nothing. They were comfortably supplied with clothes, shoes

and blankets; and a short interruption of regular meals, although

not agreeable, was certainly not oppressive. Had they been in

*I n reviewing tl^ie military correspondence and statements of our war, tlie

activity and uselulness of tlie Americans wlio joined the British, forces

itself upon our attention. Not more than one tenth of nur population iu

rated as attached to Great Britain in the late contest, of which not more than

a hundredth is supposed to have taken an active part with the enemy. Yet

great and effective were the services derived from tiiem ; not only in the field,

where ihey fought with acknowledged valour, but in procuring intelligence, and

providing provision. Mr. Stedman, a British ofticer, and in th^ commissariat

under loTd Cornwallis, tells us, that the army would have heen often destitute

of provisions, but for the capacity and activiiy of the inhabitants who repaired

lo the royal standard. In our war no liberal mind will deny, that every man

had a right to take his side, as it giew out of a domestic difference; whereas,

in a foreign war every citizen is bound to support his country. While, there-

fore, we lament tiie opposition of this part of our fellow citizens, we cannot

condemn thtm for taking tlie part believed by them to be right.

It IS to be hoped, that should we be brought (which in the course of things too

often occurs) to make the last appeal again, that we sliall be exempted from the

ills which inevitably follow the want of uiiuiiimily. That government best de-

serves applause, which is administered with a view to preserve union at home

as its first object; it being the cheapest and surest defence against injustice

frorn abroad.

+ During this retreat the British rasped the young corn into a coarse meal,

which was considered a better mode of preparing the corn than roasting or

parching, common with u.s. Biscuit made of flour, from which only the bran

has bneii laken, is the best and cheapest for winter quarters, when the soldier

r:iay conveniijiitly bake his bread.
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rags, without shoes, with one blanket only for three nnen, and pur-

sued by a superior foe
;
patience and alacrit}' under the hardships

of retreat would have entitled them to the praise which was lavish-

ed on their loyalty and fortitude.

After a fatiguing march of two weeks, through deep wet roads,

and full water courses, ail of which were necessarily forded, the

enemy reached the country lying between Camden and Ninety-six,

on the 20th of October. To support these two stations, and to

shield the intermediate sj)ace from American incursions, Cornwal-

lis established himself at Wionsborough, a position very convenient

for the purposes contern|)lated. Here he desired to repose until

thfi junction of the detachment from Virginia, under Leslie, should

enable him to resume his operations in North Carolina. But Ma-
rion and Sumter, continuing unchanged amid the despondency which
the disasters of August had produced, boldl^r p' shed their disturb-

ing inroads into the enemy's territory. With a force ductuating

from (ifty to two hundred and fifty men, Marion held himself in his

recesses on the Pedee and Black rivers ; whence he darted upon
the enemy whenever an opportunity presented itself He not only

kept in check all the small [larties of the enemy, whom the want of

forage and provisions, or the desire of plunder, occasion lly urged

into the region east and south of Camden ; but he often passed the

Santee, interrupting the communication with Ciiarleston, and some-

times alarming the small posts in its vicinity. To such a height had

his interruption reached, that Cornwallis turned his attention to the

subject. Lieutenant colonel Tarleton was despatched with his

legion and (he light infantry, with orders to find out Marion's haunts,

and to destroy him. Having passed the Santee, and approached the

Black river, this officer exerted himself to bring Marion to action
;

but the American partizan, having ascertained the very superior

force of his adversary, eluded all the attom[)ts made to entrap him.

At length Tarleton contrived, by his manoeuvres, to circulate an

opinion that, by detachments from his corps, he had very much re-

duced its force. This rumour, as wa? intended, soon reached Ma^

rion ; who was always willing to seize every opportunity of striking

at his antagonist. Presuming that Tarleton was reduced to an equal-

ity with himself, he cheerfully relinquished his a<ylum, wishing to

give battle to bis adversary. His caution and vigilance were not

intermitted ; and discovering that he was proceeding upon erroneous

intelligence, he skilfully withdrew to his unassailable position, leav-

ing Tarleton to deplore the inefficacy of his wiles and toils.

While Marion engaged the attention of Cornwallis, whose cavalry

and artillery were drawn to the east of the Santee, Sumter hovered

on the west of that river, searching for some vulnerable point to

assail. This officer, equally enterprising and indefatigable with his

compeer, had the mountainous country of the Carolinas to draw up-

on for assistance. He had, therefore, the advanta;ie of I\ianon in

numbers ; sometimes commanding five hundred, and at others eight

hundred men. When lord Cornwallis became acquainted with lue

approach of Sumter, major Wemyss was detached in pursuit of him,
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with the sixty-third regiment, and the remains, about forty in num-
ber, of" the legion cavalry. The American general having display-

ed, on past occasions, a character of more boldness than vigilance,

the British officer was inspired with a liope of surprising him ; and
directed his march, with great secrecy, to Broijd river, u heie Sum-
ter was encamped. The celerity with which Wemyss advanced,

brought him, sooner than he intended, to the vicinity of his enemy
;

and, apprehending that Sumter might be apprised, before morning,

of his proximity, he determined on a nocturnal attack. His corps

was immediately formed for ba'tle,and advanced on Sumter's camp.
Anxious to observe the condition of his foe, major VVemyss placed

himself with the van officer, who soon fell on our piquet, and th»e,w

them back on the main body, after a feeble resistance. Only live

muskets were discharged ; and, hap[)ily for us, two balls pierced

the major, and disabled him from further exertion. The command
devolved upon a subaltern, who, although unacquainted with the

ground, and uninformed as to the plan, determined to press the at-

tack. He found Sumter prepared to receive him ; and very soon
the contest terminated in the repulse of the British, who retired,

leaving their commandant and twenty men on the ground.*

The American officer, satisfied with his success, did not pursue
it ; but crossed the Broad river, for the purpose of proceeding to

the chief object of his expedition, lie had concerted with col-

onels Clarke and Banner, who commanded bands of mountaineers,

measures for surprising Ninety six. To cover that enterprise,

he menaced Camden ; intending, by a forced march to join Clarke
and Banner on the west side of the Broad river. On the day fol-

lowing a junction was effected ; and Sumter, at the head of the

combined forces, proceeded to the execution of his design. These
occurrences excited in lord Cornwallis apprehensions for the

safety of Ninety six. Orders were instantly despatched, recalling

Tarleton from his expedition against Marion, and directing him to

proceed without delay asainst Sumter. The sixty third regiment,
which had not yet returned from its unsuccessful enterprise, was
ordered to join Tarleton as he advanced. As soon as that officer

received the order of Cornwallis, he left his position in the vicinity

of Black river, and hastened towards Ninety six. Accustomed to

quick movements, he arrived in the neighbourhood of Sumter be-

fore the latter had even heard of his advance. Pushing up the En-
noree river, Tarleton hoped to place himself in his enemy'.s rear

;

but, very luckily, a deserter from the British infantry had apprised

the American general of his adversary's movement Sumter imme-
diately drew oft" and passed the Ennoree, where the British van

* Mnjor VVemyss was very remiss in not having opened liis plan and views to

liis second in command; for it often liappens that the first is stopped from ser-

vice during the action. Wliat might have been the issue of tliis enterprise had
the Biitish major properly informed his next in command of his plan, resources
and expectations, cannot be deierniinod ; but no doubt can exist that the etfect

of the assailing troops must have been diminished considerably by this culpable
omission in the commandant.
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ovcrfook a part of our near guard, and handled it roughly. Sumtelf
continued to rctrfiat, hiiving the Tyger, one of the most rapid and
obstructive rivers of that country, in his front. Tarleton, foresee-
ing that, should his adversary pass the 'l\vger, there would he httle

prospect of briii<i;ing him to action, redoubled his exertions to over-
tike him. Well knowing the character of his foe, he had preserved
his force in a compact order; hut his apprehension that Sumter
might escape, his aidour in pursuit, and desire to continue the suc-
cess with which his sseal find been generally crowned, impelled him
to deviate from that prudent couiso. In the evening of the 20th of
November, at the head of his cavalry, about one hundred and seventy
in number, au.l eighty mounted inl'antry, of the sixty third regiment,
he dashed forwaid to bring Sumter to battle, before the latter had
passed the Tyger ; and soon came in si>;;ht of his enemy, who had
selected a strong position on Biackslock hill, on the eastern hanks
of the river Heie prudence would have dictated to colonel Tar-
leton a pause. The residue ol the sixty third regiment, the legion

and light infantry, were following with all possible ilospatch ; and in

one hour might iiave joined him There was no possibility of his

enemy's escape without battle : and the co-operation of his infantry

was indispensable to secure vi tory. But delay did not comport
with the ardent zeal, or tlie experience oi" Tarleton ; and he boldly
advanced to the assault. *' That part of the hill," says M'Kenzie,
in his Strictures on the Campaigns of Tarleton, " to which the
attack was directed, was nearly perpendicular, with a small rivulet,

brush wood, and a rail fence in front. The rear of the Americans,
and part of their right Hank, was secured by the river Tvger ; and
tl)eir left was covered by a large log barn, into which a considerably
division of their force had been thrown, and from which, as the
apertures between the logs served them for loop holes, they fircaj

with security. British valour was conspicuous in this action ; but no
valour could surmount the obstacles that here stood in its way. Of
the sixty-third regiment, tiie commanding officei', two others, and
one third of the privates, fell.* Lieutenant colonel Tarleton, ob-
serving their situation, charged with his cavalry ; l)ut, unable to

dislodge the enemy, either from the log barn on his ti^ht, or thei

height on his left, he \»as obliged to fall back. Lieutenant Skinner,
with a presence of mind useful on such emergencies, covereit ibd
retreat of the sixty-third; and in this manner did the whole party
continue to retire, till they formed a junction \\\\X\ their infantry,
who were advancing to support them, leaving Sumter in quiet pos-
session of the field. This officer occupied the ground for several
hours ; but having received a severe wound, and knovving that the

* Major Money, lieutenant Gibson, lieutenant Cope : the infantry amount-
«tl only to eighty. What presumption ! to expect to dislodge an officer acknow-
ledged to be the uit)st brHve, posted on ground chosen by himself, at the head
of five or six liuiKlred troops, whose valour had be»n often before tested, with
one hundred and sixty, mostly dragoons. The British cavalry could not act
with effect from the nature of the ground, as was evinced b» the augatorv at-"
tempi made by lieutenant colonel Tarleton at th?tr head

15
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British would be reinforced before the next morning, he thought it

hazardous to wait. He acr.ordine;ly retired, and taking his wounded
njen along with him, crossed the r.i|tid river 'I'yger. 1"he wounded
of the Biilish detachment were left to the mercy of their enemy

;

and it is (foing but ba^e justice to general Sumter to declare that the

strictest lium.inity look place upon the present occasion : they were
supplied with every comfort m his power." Tftis faithful and plain

relation was made from the representations of officers in the ittion.

Lieutenant colonel Taileton, however, viewed his own conduct in

the jnost favourable light ; and not only considered the assault war-

rant;;hle, but even claimed the victory. If the principle, on which
his pretention is founded, be correct, nothing short of exterminating

(success can give title to victory. What more could the assailed

party have done than to figtit, to retain his ground, bury the dead,

and take caie of the enemy's wounded ? Of his own wounded,
general Sumter had hut four to take care ol', and of his own dead,

but three to bury. But he did not wait until colonel Taileton might

return with a sujierior torce , and as Tarleton did return and occu-

py the field of battle on the day following, therefore Tarleton was

the victor. Such logic does not merit refutation. But, however
interested military disputants may contest the point, impartial pos-

terity will concur in the conclusion of common sense, that Sumter
gained a decisive victory. A grievous vvouiid suspend' d his per-

sonal exertions, and probably prevented him from improving his

success. Afier performing the funeral rites of the dead, and placing

the wounded of the enemy in the most comfortable condition in his

power, he continued his retreat. His failhtul associates, agreeably

to usage, sep.araled as soon as they reached their point of safety.

Sumter's wound, unfortunately for his country, long detained him
from the ticld ; but uselul consequences continued to result from

the deep iinjjression of his example, from the spirit he had infused,

and the experience gained under his guidance. Pickens, Harden,
Clarke, and others, persevered in their arduous exertions. Fre-

quently interrupting the communication between the diflerent posts

of theeticmy, ihey obliged the British general to strengthen his sta-

tions, spread throughout the country, and thereby weaken his ope-

rative force.

Tarleton was no sooner recalled from the east of the Santee, than

Marion emerged from his concealed retreat, traversed tiie country

from Georgetown to Camden, and endangered the communication
beiweep them. Frequently crossing the Santee, he interru()ted the

intercourse between Charleston and Camden ; to secure which, an

intermediate post had been established at Motte's hill, on the south

side of the Congaree.
Thus, in thi- gloomy period, w is resistance in the South continu-

ed ; as embarrassing to the enemy, as exhilarating to the scattered

refugees from South Carolina and Georgia It produced, too, in

congress and the nation, a solacing conviction, that the spirit of the

people was unsubdued ; and promised, if seconded with vigour, and

directed with wiadom, to restore the two lost slates to the Union.
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CHAPTER XX.

VyORNWALLIS still held his position at Witinsborough, waiting

for the expected reitiforcernent under Leslie, and devoting his at-

tention to the repression of the daring enterprises, devised and

executed by Marion, Sumter, and their gallant associates.

In the meanwhile Gal«-s was labouring with unceasing zeal and

diligence to prepare a force, capable of meeting hi^successlul ad-

versary. Havini; collected the shattered rem, tins of his army at

Hillsborough, in pursiiance of a regulation established by the com-

mander in chief, the bioken lines of iMarylund and Delaware were

compressed into one rej^iment, and placed under colonel Williams,

of Maryland. The officers of cavalry had not been very successful

ii; iheir etforts ; for, but four complete troops could be formed from

the relics of Bland's, Moylan's, and Baylor's regiments, when unit-

ed with the new recruits. These were embodied, and placed under

the comuiaixl of lieutenant colonel Washington, of Virginia.* The
supernumerary officers ot Maryland and Delaware, and of the caval-

ry, were despatched to their respective states, for the purpose of

recruiting. Brigadier Gist, who had so nobly seconde<l de Kalb on

the fatal 16th of August, was charged with the direction of this ser-

vice ; there being no command for him with the army, in conse-

quence of its reduced stale. General Sm.dlwood was retained as

second to Gates. Morgan, the distinguisiied leader of the rifle

corps, was promoted to the rank of brigadier by brevet, and repair-

ed to the southern army. About the same time, the recruits olthe

Virginia line reached Hillsborough ; and the remaining companies

of Harrison's artillery also joined our army.

The union of these several corps gave to general Gates about one

thousand four hundred continentals. The deliverance of North

Carolina from the late invasion, by the fortunate victory of King's

Mountain, afiorded time for the government of ihe state to under-

stand its real condition, and to prepare .for the impniuiing danger.

A division of its militia had been called into the tiehl under tiie

command of the generals Sumner and Davidson, to which was united

a volunteer corps under colonel Davie.

While Gates remained at Hillsborough, Sumner had taken post,

with the militia, in the country washed by the Yadkin, the main

branch of the Pedee. Smallvvood was despatched to take charge of

the troops in that quarter, while general Gates moved, with (he

continentals, to Charlotte. As soon ns the headquarters of the

American army were transferred to this place, Smallwood was ad-

vanced from the Yadkin to the Catawba ; having brigadier Morgan,

at the head of a corps of light troops, in his front.

* Lieutenant colonel Wasliington found among his difficulties that of acquir-

in<' pioper swords not the least considerable; and hearing that the arsenal of

hisnative state in Richmond abounded with dragoon swords, he despatched an

officer to governor Jeflerson, stating his wants, and soliciting relief.
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The Pedee flows ncir thft northern botindary ofSoiilh Carolina;

the Savannah is its limit on the southwest; and the Santeo, whose

main branch is the Calawha, is the intennodiate of (he three large

rivers of that, stito. Jn-t below I'VIotle't;, where Ih"! liritibh had

erected a small fi)rtificnlion, the Santee is formrd by tlie confluence

of the Walerec and the Con;j;arec. The former of these rivers,

descending from the north, runs through the hilly country, where
it is called Catawba ; atxl, passing Caimlcn, rolls on to it? junction

with the Congaree. The Con<4aree, after the union of its head

branches, the Broad River and the Saluda, takes a southern direc-

tion.

The position now taken by Gates, and the arrangement of his

force, presented a strongcontrast to his former conduct ; and afford-

ed a consoling prcsiimpiion, tliat he had discovered his past error,

and had profited by the correction of adversity.* Neither congress

nor the nation were reconciled, however, to the severe blow, which
our arm's had sustained under his guidance. The annihilation, in a

few hours, of an army, from which much had been expected, was a

suffirifMit cause of inve^slisj-atiori and inquietude : and when that mis-

forluuf, in the exhausted and worried condition of the people, was
followed by a necessity ot replacing the lost force, or of submitting

to the subjugation of an important portion of the Union, the most
awful and afilictit)g sensations were unavoidably excited. Cont^ress

en'ertained, iiuleed, a high respect for the unfortunate general, and

a grateful recollection of his past services ; but that homage, how-
ever merited, could not, and ought not. to suppress those inquiries,

which always follow miscarriage or misfortune, where the sovereign

power is careful of the public good. It was, moienver, necessary

to check the conqueror ; and two lost states were to be recovered.

To effect such important objects, a general, obscured by adversity,

was, though of respectable talents, inadequate ; it required the lire

of superior genius, aided by an untarnished reputation, to reanimate

despondency, restore confidence, and turn the current of adversit}'.

Such reflections daily gained strength ; and congress, at length,

jesolved, that a court of inquiry should examine into the conduct of

m.ajor general Gates, commanding in the southern department, and

that the commander in chief should, in the interim, appoint a suc-

cessor. 1 his unpleasant resolution was immediately transmitted

to general Gates at Charlotte ; and he pre{)ared to obey the sum-
mons of the court, as soon as his successor should arrive and assume
the duties of coo'mand. in the meanwhile, he continued, with

unre'^ititting exertion, his preparations for resisting the enemy, by

endeavouring to discover their forct; and plans, by collecting maga-
zines of provision, and ^liniulating (he governmonts of North Caro-

lina and Virginia to a timely conlribulion of their aids. Happy, if

* When peneral G:itcs was about to set out from Vir{),inia for tlie South, his

old acquaiiitanoe and fellow soldier, general Charles Lee, waited on him to

lake leave ; and pressing him l)y the hand, bade iiini to bear in mind, that the

i*ljrels of the North !nu?l not be esciiaiiged for tiie willow of the Soutti.
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hia efforts should smooth the Wiiy for a more prosperous coorrC to

his successor, he acted, throughout this disagreeable period, with
iiitelliijence, assiduit} and zea!.

Washington did not long deliberate on the appointment which he
was directed to make. Major general Greene* had served under
him from the commencement of the war, and from that period had
^njo^-cd his unvarying confidence and esteem. In a time of extreme
derangement anil dilliculty, he had been called to the station of

* Htadquarlers, Passaic Falls, October 22d, 1780.

Dkar Sir,

In consequence of a resolve of Congress, dirccling an inquiry info the con*
duct ol' major general Gates, and authoiizing nie lo appoint soma oilier officer

til his place during this inquiry, 1 have made clioice of maj()r general Greene,
who will, I expect, have the honour of pieseiiting you with this letter.

I shall, without scruple, introduce this geotlenian to ynu as a man of abili-

ties, bravery and coolness. He has a comprehensive knowledge of our affairs,

and is a man of fortitude and resources. I have not the sinaliest doubt, there-

tore, of his employing ail the means which may be put into nis hands to the

best advantHop, nor of his assisting in pointing out the most likely ones to an-
swer tlie purposes of lus command. With this character I take the liberty of
recoMiniendiiig him to your civilities and support ; for I have no rtoubl, from
the embarrassed situation of southern affairs, of his standing much in need of

the latter, from every gentleman of influence in the assemblies of those states.

As fjeneral Greene can give you the most perfect information in detail ol our
present (iistresses, and future prospects, I shall content myself with the aggre-

gate account of them : and, with respect to the first, they are so gre it and
comiilicatefl, that it is scarcely witliin the poweid of descrijilion to give an
adequate idea of them. With regard to the second, unless there is a material

change both in uur civil and military policy, it will be in vain to contend much
longer.

Wc are without money, and have been so for a long time : without provi-

sion and loragp, except what is taken by in.press: without clothing', and shortly

shall be (in a manner) without men. In a word, we have lived upon expedi-

ents till wc can live no longer ; and it may tiuly be said, that the history of

this war is a history of false hopes and temporary devices instead of system,

—

and economy, which results (rom it.

If we mean lo continue our struggles (and it is to be hoped we shall not re-

linquish our claims) we must do it upon an entire new plan. We must have
a permanent force; not a force that is constantly fluctuating, and sliding from
under us, as a pedestal of ice would leave a statue in a summer's flay ; in-

volving us in expense that baffles all calculation, an expense which no funds

are equal to. We must at the same time contrive ways and means to aid our

taxes by loans, and put our finances upon a more certain and sf^ible footing

than thiry are at present. Our civil government must likewise undergo a reform;

ample powers must be lodged in Congress as the head of the Fedeial Union, ad-

equate to all the purposes of w^r. Unless these thirigs are done, our efforts

will be in vain, and only serve to accumulate expense, add to our perplexities,

and dissatisfy the people, witiiout a prospect of obtaining the pnze in view.

But these sentiments do not appear well in a hasty letter, without digestion or

order. I have not time to give them otherwise, and shall only assure you that

they are well meant, however crude they may appear. With sincere affection.

I am, dear sir,

your most obedient servant,

GEORGE WASHINGTON'.
George iVlASow, Esq.
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quartermaster general, in which he acquitteJ himself with consum*
niiite abtlity. He commaniled tlie division of the army opposed to

lieutenant geneial Knyphausen, at Springtield, in 1780, and acquir-

ed, as he tneriled, distingnished applause.

We have before seen, that he checked the advance of the British

with Weedon's brigade in the close of the battle of Brandy wine;
that he was opposed to lord Cornwallis in New Jersey, when the

maintenance ol' the obstruction to the navioation of tlie Delaware
was ardently pursued by the commander in chief; and that he com-
manded the left wing of the army at the action of Germantown.
He was honoured at the battle of Monmouth with the direction of
the ritrht vving, which was conducted much to his credit, and to the
annoyance vf the enemy. He was under Sullivan in the invasion

of Rhode Island, and contributed very much to the excellent re-

treat which became necessaiy. Indeed, so manifold and important
were his services, that he became a very highly trusted couusehor
of the commander in chief; respected for his sincerity, prized for

his disinterestedness, and valued for his wisdom. It followed, of
course, when calamity thickened, and the means of resistance grew
thin, that Greene should be summoned to break the force of the one,

and to nerve the imbecility of the otht;r.

He was accordingly nominated by Washington to the command
of the southern army.

Congress passed a resolution, incorporatingthe states of Delaware
and Maryland with the southern department, and the commander
in chief detached, from his army, lieutenant colonel Lee, with his

legion, to the south. This corps consisted of three troops of horse,

and three companies of infantry, giving a total of three hundred and

fifty effectives. But it was not complete ; and after its arrival in

the South, gradually diminished. Such was the debilitated co :dition

of our military force, that only this trifling reinforcement could be

spared to a general, charged with the anhious task of saving Virgi-

nia and North Carolina, and of reannesing to the Union the states

south of them.

What better testimony could be furnished of our fitness, at that

time, for the repose of peace ? Hut it was necessary to prosecute

the war with zeal and vigour, or the great prize for whirh the con-

federate states were struggling would be lost, or but partially gained.

The enemy's strength had also very much dwindled, ai'd his re-

plenishment of the waste of war was not exempt from difficulty.

He had to contend by sea and bv land with potent nations, and to

spread his force in every quarter of the globe. Such was the effect

of our alliance with the house of Bourbon, and the result of Gates's

victory at Saratoga".
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CHAPTER XXI.

VXENERAL GREENE, after employing a few dajs in preparing
for hi-4 jouniev, relinquished, vvilh reli]ct;i0ce, his inierior station, to
take upon hirneelfthe hoiiourabie though weighty command to which
he had been called. Ho passed through the states of Delaware and
Maryland, for the purpose of ascertaining the extent of the assis-

ianc»" to be obtained from that quarter.

Here he was informed that brigadier Gist had been indefatio-ably
engaged in executing the trust reposed in him ; but such was the
difficulty at this period of procuring recruits as to foibid the expec-
tation of fdling up the regiments, without the substitution of some
new mode. On this, and all other subjects, connected with his du-
ty, he held full and free conferences with the state governments

;

and having made his final arrangements, pursued his journey to^iicli-
mond, the capital of Virginia.-

This state was properly considered the fountain of southern re-
sistance. Her relative antiquity, the slock of loyalty fur which she
had been always distmguished, her well known obedience to law and
hatred of change, had convinced the wavermgand the doubting, that
our resistance was just, and consistent with the great charter of
British liberty. Thus, by the sanction of her authority, she had
stripped resistance of its im iginary horrors. The extent of her
domain, the v due of her products, the vigour of her councils, and
the political fame she had aoquited in the first congress by a happy
selection of delegates, placed her high in the respect and confidence
of her sister states.* The uniform sample of wisdom, exhibited by
her deputies in that body, inspired the nation w,'h exalted senti-
ments of the place of their nativity. To the hand of one of her
sons had been cuminitfi d the sword of defence, from the lips of
another, in obedience to the commands of his constituents, came toe
proposal of our independence, and by the pen of a third that inde-
pendence was declared. Although the most ancient and loyal of the
colonies, she had, in ourjust war, t-eon unilormly decisive and active;
and though not particuLily injuicd by tlie first hostile acts of par-
liament, she nevertliehss kept p. ice vvith idassachuseits, th.e devoted
object of ministerial vengeance, in the incipient steps of resistance.
Thus d stinguished she was marked as a peculiar victim by the
common enemy.* Happily for herself', as well as for the Union, fevy

of her inhabitants had taken side with the mother country ; and most
of those few in the first stage of the revolution, had left the state.

The selection of our first deputies establishes an important truth, that the
people in danger, and free IVom the distraction of leuds and faciii.ns, will al-
ways act wisely. When disrracted by feud and severed by Thi tion, they v ill

rarely do so. The Virginia assen.bly made its first election ol delegates exHn pt
from the art and rage of faction. They were Peyton Randolph, Geo ge
W«shinjd,ton, Rirhnrd H. Lee, Patrick Ileuiy, Edmund I'endleton, Richord
Bland, and Benjamin Hdrrison.
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Thus her undivided ability was employed in the (irm maintenance

of the war.

As soon ;i5 ?ir Henry Clinlon took command of the British army,
»he humlilitij; of Vir«inia hecame a leading ohject of his plans.

For, hy niaiining her strength, he lessened her alniit}' to j;ive snj)-

port and counienance to that division of the states which he had

then selected a? the principal theatre of the war. A devastating

ex|teditijn had been successfully prosecuted under jjjeneral AJat-

theivs ; and as soon as the defeat of general Gates was knowtj at

New York, Leslie, as had been mentioned, was detached with three

thousand men to the Chesapeake, for tlie purpose of co-operating

with lord Coinwallis, then expected to have been considerably ad-

vanced in complotinjj; the conquest of North Carolina.

When Greene reached Richmond, he found the government en-

gas^ed in preparing; means of defence against Leslie, who had estab-

lished himself at Portsmouth. Relying upon this state for his prin-

cipal «U(tport in men and stores, he was sensibly affpcied by the

dilBculties in which he foiit)Ll her. But active and intelligent pene-
trating and laborious, he persevered in his exertions. Havin*
brought his arrangements to a satisfactory conclusion, he proceeded
to the south, leaving major general Baron Steuben* to direct the

defence of Virginia, and to superintend the reinforcements preparing
for the southern army. From Richmond he hastened to Hillsbo-

rough, the seat of government of North (\\rolina. Here he found

the executive, apprised of the dangers by which the state was
threatened, well disposed to exert their authority in preparing
means to resist the advancing enemy. This stale very much resem-
bles Virginia in the manners and habits of the people, so much so as

to induce tlie conclusion of its being settled principally by emigrants
from itiat state. Its po[)ulation, though double that of South Caro-
lina, was very disproportionate to the extent of its territory.

North Carolina is watered by many rivers ; few of which are na-

vigable for ships. Cape Fear is the most considerable ; and that

only navigable to Wilmington, situated not very distant from the sea.

In u state of war, when naval superiority is conclusively in favour of
the enemy, as was the case in our contest, this [)rivation of nature
was replete with advantage to us, though extremely incommodious
in peace. It \i only to be assailed with effect through Virginia or

*This officer was a Prussian by biilh, aiiJ had passed iiis youtli in arms
during the war of 1754, chielly under the orders of prince Henry, brother to

the Great Frederick, and his rival in military celebrity. Towards ilie close of
that war, Steuben had been introduced into the family of the prince, whose
confidence and esteem lie enjoyed for ever after. On his arrival in America lie

attracted the consideration of congress, and was soon promoted to the station

of inspector general of the army, with the rank of major general. To him we
are indebted (or the great proficiency in tactics acquired by the troops in 1777,
1778 at Valley Forge. He was singularly useful in tnis line, and much re-

spected for liis military experience. Faithful and honouralile, he supported the
cause of his adopted countiy with the ardoui of youth, gained high confidence
with the commander in chief, and was honoured, on many occasious, with im-
portant trusts.
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S^outh Carolina, through each of which her foreign comoierce passes.

At this time it was threatened on both sides, as Lehlie still continoed

in V^irginia, vvaiiing, as was prestiined, for the advance of lord Coro-

wa!lis. Although in this state, horses, bacon, Indian corn and beef,

which constitute the Qiost essential supplies of an arniy, could be

found in abundance, yet, fioin the thinness of population, the collec*

tion of thetn was inconvenient.

The mountainous region of North Carolina was inhabited by a

race of hardy men, who were familiar willi the use of the horse and

rifle, were stout, active, patient under piivation, and brave. Irre-

gular in their movements, and unaccustomed to restraint, they
delighted in the Inry of action, but pined under the servitude and
inactivity of camp. I'rue to the American cause, they displayed

an impetuous zeal, whenever their wild and ardent temper prompted
the contribution of their aid. in the middle and Atlantic sections

lived a race, less capable of labour, and less willing to endure it ; who
were much divided in political opinions, and incunjbered with that

dreadful evil,* which the cruel policy of preceding times had intro-

duced. t The prospect of efficient aid from a state so situated, was
not encouraging. But tlie fertile genius of Greene, deriving new
influence from his conciliating manners, soon laid the foundation of

a sui>port, which would have been completely adequate to his pur-

pose, had the quality of the troops corresponded with their nunjber.

Having finished his preparatoiy measures, he hastened to Charlotte,

pleased with the hepe of rescuing the state from the impending ca-

lamities. On the 2d of December, he reached the army, and was

received by general Gates with the most cordial respect. The
translation of the commaud vvas announced in general orders on the

ensuing day. After devoting a short time to those communications,

which were essential to the information of his successor. Gates took

leave of the army, and proceeded to meet the inquiry into his coc-

duct, which had been ordered by congress. His progress was slow,

his manners were grave, his demeanor was condescending, his coa-

versation reserved. On his long road, no countenance shed th«

balm of condolence ; all were gloomy, all scowling. The fatal loss

ef the I6ih of August was acutely remembered ; but the important

victory of Saratoga was forgotten. The unfortunate general at

length reached Riclimond, where the general assembly of Virginia

* Negro slavery.

t The consiitutioii of the United States, atlopted lately with so moch diffi-

culty, has efiectually provided against the increase of this evil (by importation,)

after a few years. Tliis single benevolent, and judicious trait, ought to have

recoininended ihai instrument strongly to tiie pious and amiable throiigliout the

Union, and to the slave holder of every description. Yet in most of tlie slave

states it was pertinaciously opjiosed.

It is much to be lamented, that havinij done sn much good in this way, a

provision had not been made for tlie gradual abolition of slavery. In a itate

of war, what can be more drearlful tlian the conviction, that we have in our
bosoms an inveterate enemy ready to turn upon us in our beds, whenever op.

portunily and instigation shall prompt to the execution of the bloody tragedy :

yet this is the state of the Union south of Sus^ueharina-.

16
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was in session.* Great nnd good men then governeil the state.

Instiiicted by history, <i;iiid»Hl by the dict.ites of virtue, ami grateful

for eminent services, they «aw w wide diflerence between niisforiune

and criminality, and weighed the exph)its in the North against the

thsasters in the South. 'I'he^e fathers of the commonweallh ap-

pointed a committee of llieir body to wait on tlie van.vn^hed gene,-

ral, and " to assure him of their hii^h regard and esteem : tliat iheir

remembrance of hi?! former ^h)rions services was never to be obli-

terated by any rever!>e of fortune ; but, ever mindful of his great

merit, they wovild omit no opportunity of testifying to the world the

gratitude which Virginia, as a member of the American Union, owed

to him in hn* military character
"

General Gates had supported his fall from splendid elevation to

obscurity, with apparent fortitude and complacency. He was sen-

sibly atfected, and comforted by this kind reception, and retired to

his farm in the county of Berkley, where the keen regrets of dis-

a|)pointment ard misfortune were softened by the soothing occupa-

tions of agriculture, and the condolence of the state in which he

resided t

The dignified and wise policy of the V^irginia legislature was high-

ly honourable to that body, and furnishes an instructive lesson to

* Extract from the minutes of tlie house of delegates.

Thursday, l^th December, 1780.

" Resolved, that a committee of four be appointed to wait on major general

Gales, and to assure him of the higli regard and esteem of this house; that

'the reiiienibrauce of his foimer glorious sei vices cannot be obliterated by any re-

verse of fortune, but that this house, ever mindful of his gieat merit, will omit

no ogpoituhiiy of testifying to the world the gratitude whicii, as a nieml)er of

the American Union, this country owes him in his military character.''

And the said resolution being read a second time, was, on the question put

thereupon, agreed to by the house nemine conlradicente.

Ordered, tlial i\lr. Hemy, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Yane, and general Nelson,

be appointed of the same committee.

Friday, '-idth December, 1780.

Mr. Henry reported from the committee appoiijted to communicate the resolu-

tion of the house of yesterday to major general Gates, that the committee had,

according to order, communicatetl the same to that gentleman ; and that he had

been pleased to return the following answer :

Richmond, 2Hlh December, 1780.

I shall remember, with the utmost gratitude, the honour this day done me

by the honourable house of delegates of Virginia. When I engaged in the

cause of freedom, and of the United States, I devoted myself entirely to the

service of obtaining the great end of this Union. The having been once un-

fortunate is my great mortification ; but let the event of my future services be

what it may, they will, as they always have been, be directed by the most

faithful iiuegrily, and animated by the purest zeal for the honour and interest

of the United States. HORATIO GATES.

t This conduct comes nearest to that of the Roman senate, who thanked

Varro, the author of the defeat at Gainia;, for returnnig to Rome, and for not

having despaired of the commonweallh, A inagnaniinity unequalled in the his-

tory of ii.UioiiB.
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sovereigns. Amiable and enlightened as is such conduct, it i.*, ne-

vertheless, uncouimon ; and our revolution;iry records furnish no

similar instance. VVastiin<i;ton, indeed, uniformly experienced the

gratitude of cotigress, and of the state assemiilies ; and their re-

solves of approbation sometimes followed his defeats. But the

judgment and circum.^[)ection displayed by the commander in chief,

even in his most severe disasters, manites'ed the propriety of his

conduct, and the necessity of the risk he incurred. Never did this

general precipitately seek action ; but when it became unavoidable,

he pre[)ared himself, in the best practicable manner, fof the con-

flict. Limiting, by his foresight, the extent of his loss, guarding, by

his dis[>osilion, security of retreat, and repairing with celerity the

injury sustained,* his relative condition was often meliorated, al-

though victory adorned the brow of his adversary. Veiy different

had been the conduct of general Gates in Carolina, and very diifor-

ent was the result on the IGtli of August.

Washington rivalled the magnanimitv which the general assembly

of Virginia had displayed. Although he remembere*! the dilatory

advance of a portion of the northern army to his succour, when
that succour was indispensable and expected ; although he remem-
bered that its cominatider had dared to tritle with his mandate ; and

was not insensible that this conduct had proceeded from a settled

design to supplant him in his high station
;
yet he repressed the

feelings which such recollections would naturally have excited in

most breasts, and with all the delicacy of superior virtue extended

his condolence, to assuage the asperity which clings to misfortune.

With a hope that the s|>eedy termination of the war might preclude

the necessity of an investigation, so mortifying to a soldier still

proud of his former fame, though fdlen in public estimation, gene-

ral Washington compassionately deferred the assembling of the

court. The war soon afteiwards closed, and the prosecution of the

inquiry necessarily ceased t

*Thi6 fact was eminently illustrated by the battle of Gernaiitown. Sir

William Howe gained the day, but the advantages which resulted from the

Rctiou were evidently on the side of Washington. Tlie British general gave up

the small diktricl ol the country he held, and submitted to the inconveniences

of a pobitir.n around Philadelphia. Exchauging an open country for the suburbs

of the city, salubrity for insalubrity, and drawing upon his troops the additional

labour of field works, to put hiniself safe, while pursuing his measures for the

restoration of the river navigation.

t Mr. Marshall, in his Life of Washington, has treated tliis interesting tran-

saction with peculiar atteuiion. The correspondence between the two generals,

with which this writer has favourtd the public, is so characteristic, that I can-

not refrain from transcribing it.

Albany, December ISlh, 1777.

Sir:

I shall not attempt to describe, what, as a private gentlemen, I cannot help

feeling, on representing to nvy mind the disagreeable situation, which conliden-

tial letters, when exposed to public inspection, may place, an unsuspecting coi-

resjiondent in ; but as a public officer, I conjure your excellency to give me all

the assistance you can, in tracing out the author of the infidelity which put ex-

rracts from general Conway's letters to me into your hands. These letters
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CHArxEll XXII.

GiENTEKAL GREENE directed his %vhole attention to the high

duties of his comrn:(n(l. On reviewinja; hij» army, he found it« tolal

not more than two thousand, of which the major part was mililia.

have been stealint^Iy copied ; but vvhkh of tliem, wh(!n, or by whom, is to me,
as yet, an unfathomable seciet. There is not one officer in my suite, or amongst
those wlio iiave free access to me, upon whom I could, with the least justifica-

tion to myself, fix the suspicion ; and yet my uneasiness may deprive me of the

usefulness of the worthiest men. It is, I believe, in your excellency's power
to flo me and the IJuitefl States a very important service, iu detecting a wr«tch
who may betray me, nnd capitally injure the very operations imder your iin-

mediate direction. For this reason, sir, I beg your excellency will favour me
with the proofs you can procure to that effect. But the crime being eventually
80 important, that the least loss of time may be attended with the worst con-
sequences, and it being unknown to me, whether the letter came to you from a

member of congress, or from an officer. I shall have the honour of transmitting

a copy of this to the president, that congress niay, in concert with your excel-

lency, obtain, as soon as possible, a discovery which deeply affects the salety

of these states. Crimes of that magnitude ought not to remain unpunished.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

With the greatest respect,

your excellency's most hunible

and most obedient servant,

HORATIO GATEv?.

His excellency general Washingtoit.

Valley Forge, January \4th, 1778.

Sir :

Your letter of the ISth ultimo came to my hands a few days ago, and to my
great surprise informed me, that a copy of it had been sent to congress ; for

what reason I find myself unable to account; but as some end doubtless was

intended to be answered by it, I am laid under the disagreeable necessity of

returning my answer through the same channel, lest any member of that body

should baibrursome unfavourable, suspicion of ny having practised some indi-

rect means to come at the contents of the confuleutial letters between you and

general Conway.
1 am to inform you then, that *********** on his way tn congress, in the

month of Octobm- la^-i, fell in with lord Stirling at Reading : and not in con-

fidence that I ever uudevftood, informed his aid-de camp, major M'Williams,

!hat general Conway had written thug to you :
" Hoaven has been determined

to save your country ; or a weak gencriil and bad counsellois would have ruin-

ed it." Lord Stirling, from motives of friendship, transmitted the account witli

this remark: "The inclosed was communicated by ***'***'#*«•** to major

IM'VViiliamsj such wicked duplicity of conduct I shall always think it my duty

to detect."

In consequence of this information, and without having any thing more in

rView, than merely to show that gentleman that I was not unapprised of his in-

triguing di'^positiou, I wrote him a letter in these words : "Sir, a letter which I

received last night, contained the following paragraph :
' in a letter from general

Conway to general Gates, he says, Heaven has determined to save your coun-

try : or a weak geneml and bad counsuliors would have ruined it.' I am sir, &€."
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Notwithstanding the exertions of his predecessor to establish ma-

gazine?, he found three d.iys' provision only on hand, and (he coun-

try around him exhausjted. His supply of ammunition was very

Neither the letter nor the information which occasioned it was ever, directly

or indirectly, communicated bj' me to a single officer in the army, (out of my
own fHniily) excepting the marquis de la Fsyette, who, having been spoken to

on ilie subject by general Conway, applied for, antl saw, uner injunctions of

secrecy, the letter which contained thi?. So desirous was I of concealing every

matter that could, in its consequences, give the smallest interruption to the

tianquitity of this army, or afford a gleam of hope to the enemy by dissensions

therein.

I trust, sir, with that openness and candour which I hope will ever character-

ize ami marii my conduct, I have complied with your request. The only con-

cern I feel upon the occasion, finding how matters stand, is, thai in doing tliis

I have been necessarily obligated to name a gentleman, wlio, 1 am persuaded,

(although I never exchanged a word with him upon the subject) thought he was

rather doing an act of justice than committing an act of infidelity ; and sure I

am, that until lord Stirling's letter came to tny hands, I never knew that gene-

ral Conway (whom I viewed in tlic light of a stranger to yui) was a correspondent

of youvs; much less did 1 suspect that I was the subject of your confidential

letters. Pardon me then for adding, that so far from conceiving that the safety

of these states can be affected, or in the smallest degiee injured, by n discovery

of this kind, or that I sliould be called upon in such solemn terms to point out

the author, tliat 1 considered the information as commg from yourself, and

given with a friendly view to forewarn, and consequently to forearm, me against

a secret enemy ; or in other words, a tlangerous incendiary : in which character,

sooner or later, this country will know general Conway. But in this, as well

as other matters of late, I have found myself mit-taken.

I am. Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.
To major general GatkS.

Whatever part general Conway niay have taken in this flngitions attempt,

.whetiier principal or secondary, is not ascertained; but he had gone far enough
to warrant the commander in chief in denouncing him a " tfangercnis incendiary."

Nevertheless, justice requires that I should add, that this officer whs among
the most respectable anrl the most experienced of the many French gentlemen

who joined the American army ; and that he afterwards made, to his much in-

iured commander, the best amends in his power, as is manifested by the fol-

lowing letter, written after resignation of bis comniission, and when he expect-

ed to die in consequence of a wound received in a duel with general Cadwal-
lader, produced by his animadversion on the commander in chief.

Philadelphia, February 23d, 1778.

Sir:

I find myself jnst able to hold my pen during a few minutes, and take this

opportunity of expressing my sincere grief, for having done, written, or said,

any thing disagreeable to your excellency. My career will soon be over ; there-

fore justice and truth prompt me to declare my last sentiments. You are in

my eyes the great and good man. May you long enjoy the love, esteem, and

veneration ol these states, w-hose liberties you have asserted by your virtues.

I am, with the greatest respect,

your excellency's most obedient humble servant,

PH. CONWAY."



123 Memoirs of the War in the

•canty ; and Virginia was the nearest point, tVom nhich a replenish-

ment could be obtained.

Sucb means and resources b:idly comported with the t^rand de<;ign

of arresting the progress of the coiupjfror, avid restoring the two
lost states to the llition. Capable of doiiig m'lch with little, Greene
was not discourageil by this unfavourable pro-ip'-ct. His vivid plas-

tic geuiu^^ goon operated on the latent flements of martial caj)aci(y

in his army, invigorated its weakness, turned its confu-ion uito or-

der, aad its despondency into ardour. A wide sj)here of intellectual

resource enai)led him to inspire contldence, to rekindle courage, to

decide hesitation, and infuse a spirit of exalted patriotu^iu in the

citizens of tlie st ite. By his own example, he showed the inralcu-

lable va'ue of obedience, of patience, of vigilmce and teiiitierance.

Dispensing justice, with an even liand, to the citizen ai-d -oldier ;

benign in heart, and happy in manners ; he acquired the durable

attachment and esteem of all. He collected around his person, able

and respectable othcers ; and selected, tor thesevt-r.d dtparfments,

those who were best qualitied to fill them. His operations were
then commenced with a boldness of design, well calculated to raise

the drooping hopes of his country, and to excite the respect of his

enemy.
This illustrious m^n had now reached his thirty eighth year.

In person he was rather corpulent, and above the common size.

His complexion was fiir and florid ; his countenance serene and

mild, indicating a goodness which seemed to shade an<l soften the

fire and greatness of its expie-sion. His health was delicate, but

preserved by temperance and exercise.

The British aimy still remained at Winnsboiough. General

Greene determined to draw in the detachuent under Smallwood,

which was tidvanced some distance in his front, and to risk the di-

vision of his force by taking two distant positions on each flank of

the British army.

Previous to this movement, brigadier i^Iorgan, who commanded

the van of Sinallvvood's detachment, attempted to stiike a foraging

pcirty of the enemy, which had penetrated the country between

the two armies. But the vigilant adversary eluded the blow, and

returned in salety to Camden. Lieutenant colonel Washington, at

the head of the cavalry, b iving taken a more extensive range than

the infantry, discovered that a party of loyalists were stationed at

Rudgley's farm, about twelve miles from Camden. He moved in-

stantly towards them, in expectation of carrying the f)o?t by sur-

prise ; but in this he was disappointed, as they occupied a baro,

surrounded by nbattis, and secure fiom any attempt of cavalry.

Rudgley and his friends were delighted witli the safety their pre-

caution had produced, and viewed the aj)proach of horse with in-

diflerence Shoit was their repose. Washington, well informed

of the charactei of his enemy, shaped the trunk of a tree in imi-

tation of a held |)iece ; and, bringing it up in a military style, af-

ferted (o prepare to cannonade the barn. To give solemnity to the

device, he sei.l in a flag, warning the garrison ef the impending
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destnictioo, which could be only avoided by immediate submission.

Not prepared to repisl artillery, colonel Kudgiey seized with promp-
titude Uie auspicious opportunity ; and, with his garrison, one hun-
dred men, r^nrrendered at discretion! No circumstance can more
strongly deuioiisirite the propriety of using every effort in war.

A sohher should intimately know the character of his enemy, and
mould his nieasures accordingly. This stratagem of Washington,
although conceived and executed with little ho|)e of success, wjis

coinphreiy successful ; and enabled him to effect an object, which,

at first view, most would have at)andoned as clearly unattainable.

The return of Smallwoo.i's iletachtnent to camp was followed by
the inm;(ediate departure of the army from Charlotte. The division,

intended for operations in the western quarter, was compf.sed of

four hundred continental int'.miry under lieutenant colonel Howard,
of the iMaryland line, two companies of the Virginia militia under
tuptains Tripiettand Taite, ami the remnants of the tirst and third

regiments of diMgoons, one hundred in number, under lieutenant

colonel Washington, it was placed under the care of brigadier

general Morgan who was to be strengthened on his march by bo-

dies of mountain militia from C.irolina and Georgia. IJe was or-

dered to pass the Catawba, and take post in the country between
the Broad and Facolet rivers. Greene, with the main body, moved
down the Pedee, and took a position on its eastern bank, nearly

opposite Cheraw hill. By this disposition, general Greene secured

an abundance of wholesome provisions for his troops ; afforded

safe rendezvous for the militia in the Ea.-t and West, on whose aid

he necessarily relied ; re-excited by his proximity the spirit of re-

volt, which preceding events had repres-ed ; menaced the various

posts o( llie enemy, and their intermediate communications ; and
compelled lord Cornwallis to postpone his advance into North Car-
olina, until he should iiave cleared the country to the west of his

enem}'. During brigadier Morgan's march he received a part ef

the expected succour, amounting nearly to tive hundred militia,

under general Pickens ;* and passing the Brnad river, he estab-

lished himself near the point of its confluence with the Pacolet.

About the 13th of December, prior to Greene's departure from
Charlotte, major general Leslie arrived with his detachment at

Charleston, where he found orders to repair with one thousand
five hundred of his troops to Camden. As Leslie was approach-
ing this place, lord Cornwalli> learned the disposition of the hostile

army, and about the end ol December became acquainted with the

progress of Morgan. Greene was seventy miles to tiis right, and
Morgan fifty on his left. Lord Cornwallis begnn to apprehend a

design on Ninety-six ; and determined to direct his first steps

against Morgan, lest the junction of numerous bodies of mountain
militia, with that enterprising otficer, should enable him to destroy

all communication with Augusta, and finally to carry that post,

* " Some militia joinH us on the march, but Pickens witli his principal force

«iid not join us until the evening before the battle of the Cowpens." Col. U.
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if not Ninety-six. The legion horse and foot, the light infantry

attached to it, the seventh regiment and hrst hattahon of the seven-

ly-firs(, with two field pieces, were put in motion under lieutenant

colonel Tarleton. The first ohject was to protect Ninety six ; and

ll)e next, to bring Morgan to battle, or repel him into North Car-

olina.

Soon after <ieneral Greene had taken his position opposite to

Cheraw hill, lieutenant colonel Lee, with his legion, making at>out

two hundred and eighty, in horse and foot, joined the army. This

corps, being in excellent condition, was, on the next day order-

ed to cro*s the Pedee, in order to support brigadier Marion,

wht) continued to intercept and harass the enemy's posts between

the Pedee and the Santee. In a few days after Lee's junction

with M.irion, they projected an enterprise against the garrison of

Georgetown, a small village in South Carolina, situated on the bay

into which the Fedee empties. Colonel Campbell commanded in

this town, with a garrison of two hundred men. In his front he

had prepared some slight defences, better calculated to repel a

sudden, than resist a determined, assault. Between these defences

and the town, and contiguous to each, was an enclosed work with

a frize and palisade, which constituted his chief protection. A
subaltern guard held it. The rest of the troops were dispersed in

light parties in and near the town, looking towards the country.

The plan of assault was founded on the facility with which the as-

sailant mis»;ht convey down the Pedee a part of his force umiisco-

vered, and land in the water suburb of the town, which, being al-

ways deemed secure, was consequently unguarded. After this

body should have reached the wharves, it was to move in two divi-

sions. The tirst was to force the commandant's quarters, known to

be the place of parade, then to secure him, and all who might flock

thither on the alarm. The second was to be charged with the in-

terception of such of the garrison as might attempt to gain the fort,

their chief point of safety on annoyance. The militia and cavalry

of the legion, under ftlarion and Lee, were to approach near the

town in the night ; and when the entrance of the infantry, passed

down by water, should be announced, they were to rush into it for

cooperalion and support.

The plan being approved by general Greene, preparations were
immediately n)ade for its execution. The infantry of the legion

were embarked in boats, under the command of captain Carnes,

with orders to fall down the Pedee to a designated island, during

the first night ; to land and lay concealed there the ensuing day ; to

ve-embark at an early hour of the night following, and leacli

Georgetown between one and two in the morning. Marion and Lee
proceeded tQ their destination, having taken all the requisite pre-

cautions to prevent any intimation to the enemy of their approach. -

At twelve o'clock in the second niglit, they occupied, unperceived,

a position in the vicinity of the town, and waited anxiously for the

annunciation of Carne's arrival. This oflicer met with no difficulty

in descending the river, and reached the aj)poiuted island before
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dawn of light. He remained there the ensuing day : and so unusual
is inland navigation in South Carolina, so impervious are the

deep swamps which line its rivers, that he might have sojourned
for weeks on the i-jand without discovery. Gaining his place of
destination with precision in point of time, he landed unperceived,
and instantly advanced to the quarters of lieutenant colonel Camp-
bell. The commandant was secured ; and Carnes judiciously post-

ed his division for seizing such parties of the garrison as might
flock to the parade ground. Captain Rudolph, who led the second
division, with equal good fortune gained the vicinity of the fort

;

and arranged his troops on the route of communication, in order to

arrest the fugitives. On the tirst fire which took place at the com-
mandant's quarters, the militia of Marion and the dragoons of Lee
rushed into the town, prepared to bear down all resistance. To
the astonishment of these officers, every thing was quiet ; the

legion infantry holding its assigfied stations, and lieutenant colonel

Campbell a prisoner. Not a British soldier appeared ; not one at-

tempted either to gain the fort, or repair to the commandant. Hav-
ing discovered their euemy, the troops of the garrison kept close

to their respective quarters, barricaded the doors, and determined

there to defend them-elves. The assailants were unprovided with

the requisite implements for battering doors and scaling windows.

The fort was in the pO'isession of the eueni}', and daylight approach-

ing. Marion and Lee were therefore compelled to retire with a

partial accomplishment of their object. Colonel Campbell was

sufi'ered to remain on parole ; and the troops withdrew from George-

town, unhurt and unaonoyed. The plan of this enterprise, although

conceived with ingenuity, and executed with precision, was too re-

fined and complicated for success. Marion and Lee were singularly

tender of the lives of their soldiers ; and preferred moderate suc-

cess, with little loss, to the most brilliant enterprise, with the de-

struction of many of their troops. This principle is wise and com-

mendable ; but, when carried loo far, it is sure to produce disap-

pointment. If, instead of placing Rudolph's division to intercept

the fugitives, it had been ordered to carry the fort by the bayonet,

our success would have been complete. The fort taken, and the

commandant a prisoner, we might have availed ourselves of the

cannon, and have readily demolished every obstacle and shelter.

CHAPTER XXHI.*

J3OON after Tarleton had been detached in pursuit of Morgan,

the British general put his army in molioo. Having in view the

* The judicious reader will perceive that the personal narrative which tlie

author liad entered upon, is here discontinued, and is not resunied until the

junction of the American forces at Guilford C. H. is mentioned.

These interchanges of Mpnioirs and history, recur subsequently, and agree-

ablv diversify the style of the woik.— Ed.

17
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iiitGrcoj)tion of Morgao, should he elude Tarleton ;
and preferring

to advance into Norlh Carolina on tlie upper route, to avoid as much
as possible the olislruciions, usual at tiiat season, from the rising of

walei courses ; Coniwallis directed liis march between the Catawba
and Broad river. To keep in doubt bis plan of operation?, gene-
ral Leslie had been continued at Cauiden ; but he was no^v direct-

ed to move on tlie eristern side of the Watcree and Catawba, paral-

lel to his lordship's route.

Lieutenant colonel Tarleton lost no time in appro:iching his ene-

my. Morgan was duly apprised of his advance, and of the move-
ment of the British army. At the head of troops, able and willing

to tight, he was rather disposed to meet than to avoid his foe ; and
would prol)ably have resolved on immediate action, had he not felt

the danger of delay in consequence of Cornwallis's advance up the

Catawba. Nevertheless he indicated a desire to dispute the pas-

sage of the Pacolct, to which Tarleton was fast approaching ; but

he relinquished this plan, in consequence of the enemy's having

passed the river on his right or above him, and retired with a de-

gree of precipitation, whicii proved how judiciously the British

commandant hnd taken lii.^ tirst steps. Tarleton passed through the
ground, on which iMorgan had been encamped, a few hours after

the latter had abandoned it; and, leaving his baggage under a guard
with orders to follow with convenient expedition, he pressed for-

waid tliroughout the night in pursuit of the retiring foe. After a

severe march through a rugged country, he came in sight of his

enemy about eight o'clock in the morning (January 17, 17S1 ;) and

havinsi taken two of our videts, he learned that fJorgan had halted

at the Cowpens. not far in fionl, and some distance from Broad river.

Presuming that iMoi-gan would not ri«k action unless driven to ir,

Tarleton determined, fatigued as his troops were, instantly to ad-

vance on his enemy, lest he might throw l;is corps safe over Broad
river.

Morgan, having been accustomed to fight and to conquer, did not

relish the eager and interrupting pursuit of his adversary ; and sat

down at the Cowpens to give refreshment to his troops, with a re-

solution no longer to avoid action, should his enemy persist in press-

ing it. Being apprised at the dawn of day of Tarleton's advance,
he instantly prepared for battle. This decision grew out of irrita-

tion of temper, which appears to have overruled the suggestions of
his sound and discriminating judgment.* The ground about the

Cowpens is covered with open wood, admitting the operation of

cavalry with facility, m which the enemy trebled Morgan. His
tlanks had no resting place, but were exposed to be readily turned

;

*0n this passage colonel Howard remarks— lliat Morgan did not decide on
action until he was joined in the niglit by Pickens and his followers—and adds "I
well reiriember that parties were coming in the most of the night and calling on
Morgan for ammunition, and to know the stale of atlairs. They were all in good
soirits, related circumstances of Tarleton's cruelty, and expressed the strongest

desire to check his progress." The probability is, that these circumstances con-
firmed the decision Morgan had already foimed. Ed.
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and Broad river r<in par-idle! (o Iiis rear, forbidding (he hone of a

safe retreat in the ev -nt of di^^iister. Had Morgan crossed this

river, and approached the mountain, he woi.'id have gained a posi-

tion disadvantageous to cavalry, but convenient lor ritlemen ; and

would have secured a less dangerous retreat. But these cogent

reasons, rendered more forcible by his inferiority in nunihers. could

not prevail. Confiding in his long tried fortune, conscious of his

personal superiority in soldiership, and relying on the skdl and

courage of his troops, he adhered to his resolution Erroi.eous as

was the decision to tight in this position, when a Ijetter might have

been easily gained, the disposition for battle was masterly.

Two light parties* of aiilitia, under major M' Dowel, of North

Carolim, and m.ijor Cunningham, of Geor^^ia wore advanced in

front, with orders to feel the enemy as he approached ; dnd, pre-

serving a de'^ultory well aimed tiie as they fell back to the front

line, to range with it and renew the confiicf. The main body of

the rniliria composed this line, with general Pickens at its head. At

a suitable distance in the rear of the tirst line a second was station-

ed, composed of tliC continental infin'ry and two compatiics of ^'ir-

ginia militia, under captains Triplett and Taite,* CQu>manded by

lieurenant colonel Howard Washington's cavalry, reinforced with

a company of mounted militia armed with sabres, was held in re-

serve ; convenient to support the infmtry, and protect the horses

of the rifle militia, ^vhich were tied agreeably to usage in the rear.

On the verge of battle, Morgan availed himself of the short and

awful interim to exhort his troops. First addressing himself, with

his characteristic pith, to the line of militia, he extoUed the zeal

and bravery so often displayed by them, when unsupported by the

bayonet or sword ; and declared his confidence that they could not

fail ill maintaining their reputation, when supported^ by chosen bo-

dies of horse and foot, and conducted by himself Nor did he

forget to jrlance at his unvarying fortune, and superior experience ;

or to mention how often, with his corps of ritlemen, he had brought

British troops, equal to those before him, to submission. He de-

scribed the deep regret he had already experienced in being obliged, -

from prudential considerations, to retire before an enemy always in

his power ; exhorted the line to be firm and steady ; to tire with

good aim ; and if they would pour in but two volleys at killing dis-

tance, he would take upon himself to secure victory. To the con-

tinentals, he was very brief. He reminded them of the confidence

he had always reposed in their skill and courage ;
assured them

Inat victory was certain if they acted well their part ; and desired

* Tliese two companies of militia were generally continental soUiiers, who,

having served the time of their enlistment, had returned home, regularly dis-

chaiged.

A custom for some time past prevaileil, which gave to ns the aid of such

soldiers. Voluntary proffer of service being no longer fashionable, the militia

were drafted conformaiily to a system established bylaw; and whenever the

lot fell upon the timid' or wealthy, he procured, by a doceur, a substitue,

who, for the most part, was one of those heretofore dischaiged.
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them not to be discouraged by (he sudden retreat of the mibtia, (hat

being part of his pbin and orders. Then taking post with this hne,

he waited in stern silence for the enemy.
The British lieutrnnnt colonel, uridine; forward, was at length

gratified with the certainty of battle ; and being prone to presume

on victory, he hurried the formation of his troops. The light and

legion infantry, with the seventh regiment, composed the line of

battle ; in the centre of which wa- posted the artillery, consisting

of two grasshoppers ; and a troop of dragoons was placed on each

flank. The battalion of the seventy -first regiment, under major

M'Arthur, with the remainder ot the cavalry, formed the reserve.

Tarleton placed himself with the line, having under him major New-
marsh, who commanded the seventh regiment. The disposition

was not completed, when he directed the line to advance, and the

reserve to wait further orders.* The American light parties quick-

ly yielded, fell back, and arrayed with Pickens. The enemy, shout-

ing, rushed forward upon the front line, which retained its station,

and poured in a close fire ; but, continuing to advance with the

bayonet on our militia, they retired and gained with haste the second

line Here, with part of the corps, Pickens took post on Howard's
right, and the rest fled to their horses

;
probably with orders to

remove them to a further distance. Tarleton pushed forward, and

was received by his adversary with unshaken firmness. The con-

test became obstinate ; and each party, animated by the example
of its leader, nobly contended for victory. Our line maintained it-

self so firmly, as to oblige the enemy to order up his reserve. The
advance of MArthur re-animated the British line, which again mov-
ed forward ; and, outstretching our front, endangered Howard's
right. This officer instantly took measures to defend his flank, by
directing his right company to change its front ; but, mistaking this

order, the com,)any fell back ; upon which the line began to retire,

and general Morgan directed it to retreat to the c ivalry. This
manoeuvre being perform<?d with precision, our flank became re-

lieved, and the new position was assumed with promptitude Con-
sidering this retrograde movement the precursor of flight, the British

line rushed on with impetuosity and disorder ; but as it drew near,
Howard faced about, and gave it a close and murderous fire. Stun-
ned by this unexpected shock, the most advanced of the enemy re-

coiled in confusion. Howard seized the happy moment, and follow-

ed his advantage with the bayonet. This decisive step gave us the
day. The reserve having been brought near the line, shared in

the destruction of our fire, and presented no rallying point to (he

* Tarleton's cavalry are stated at three bundled and fifty, while that under
Morgan did not exceed eisjlity.

Morgan's militia used rifles, and were expert marksmen : tliis corps composed
nearly one half of his infantry.

TailetoiTs detaclin)ent is put down atone thousand. Morgnn, in a letter to

general Greene, after his victory, gives his total at eight hundred.
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fugitives.* A part of the enemy's cavalry, having gained our rear,

fell on that portion of the militia who had retired to their horses,

Washington struck at them with his dragoon?, and drove them he-

fore hirn. Thus, by simultaneous efforts, the infantry and cavalry
of the enemy were routed. Morgan pressed home his success, and
the pursuit became vigorous and general. The British cavalry
having taken no part in the action, except the two troops attached
to the hne, were in force to cover the retreat. This, however,
was not done. The zeal of lieutenant colonel Wnshingtoo in pur-
suit having carried him far before his squadron, Tarleton turned
upon him with the troop of the seventeenth regiment of dragoons,
seconded by many of hi^ officers. The American lieutenant colo-

n(.'l was first rescued from this critical contest by one of his Serjeants,

and afterwards by a fortunate shot from his bugler's pistol. This
check concluded resistance on the part of the British ofHcer, who
drew offvvith the remains of his cavaliy, collected his stragglers, and
hastened to lord Conwallis. The baggage guard, learning the is-

sue of battle, moved instantly towards the British army. A part

of the horse, who had shamefully avoided action, and refused to

charge wnen Tarleton wheeled on the impetuous Washington,
reached the camp of Cornwallis at Fisher's creek, about twenty-
five miles from the Cowpens, in the evening The remainder ar-

rived with lieutf-nant colonel Tarleton on the morning following.

In this decisive battle we lost about seventy men, of whom twelve
only were killed. The British infantry, with the exception of the
baggage guard, were nearly al! killed or taken. One hundred, in-

cluding ten oflicers, were killed ; twenty-three officers and five hun-
dred privates were taken. The artillery, eight hundred muskets,
two standards, thirty-five baggage wagons, and one hundred dragoon
horses, fell into our possession.

f

The victory of the Cowpens was to the South what that of Ben-
nington had been to the North General Morgan, who^e former
services had placed him high in public estimation, was now deserv-
edly ranked among the most illustrious defenders of his country.
Starke fought an inferior, Morgan a superior, foe. The former
contended with a GermaD| corps ; the latter with the elite of the

* " In the eagerness of pursuit Washington arivaticeH nearly thirty yards in
front of his regiment. Observing this, three British otticers. wheeled about, and
made a charge upon him. The ollficer on his right was aimiiiE; to cut him (town,
when a Serjeant came up and intercepted the blow by disahling his swoid arm.
At the same instant the nffiret on his ieCt was also about to make a siroi\e at
him, when a waiter, too small to wield a sword, saved him by wnundinf the
officer with a ball, discharged from a pistol. At this mpment the officer in the
centre, who was believed to be Tarleton, made a thrust at him, uhich he par-
ried ; upon which the officer retreated a few paces, and then disciiarged a pis-
tol at him, which wounded his knee.'' Marsiiall's Life of Wasliington.

t Cornwallis''s letter to sir H. Clinton.

X Tiiis remark is not made to disparage the German troops serving with the
British army in America. They were excellent soldiers; but, for light services
they were inferior to the British. Ignorant of our language, unaccustomed to
woods, with their very heavy dress, they were less capable of active and quick
eperations.
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Southern army, composed of British troojvs. In milifnry reputation

the coiiqiioror at the Cowpens nvist stamJ bofore the hero of Ben-

niri;^ton. Slarke was riohly sccondeii by colonel Warmer ami his

conlinental regiment ; Morgan derived very great aid from Pickens

and his militia, and was effectually su})poitf d by Howard and W.i-ih-

in"-ton. The weight ot" the batti-^ tell on Howard ; who sustained

himself admirably in trying circa nstinccs, an I seized wilh decision

the critical moment to complete with the bayonet the advantage

gained by his the.

Congress manifested their sense of this important victory by a

resolve, approvmg the conduct of tlie principal otTicers, and com-

memorative of their distinguished exertions. To general Mor«aa

they presented a gold medal, to brigadier Pickens a sivord, and to

lieutenant colonels Howard and Washington a silver medal, and to

captain Triplett a swoid.

While all mu't acknowledge the splendour of this achievement,

it must be admitted, ih at the errors of the British commandant con-

tributed not a little to our signal success. The moment he came in

sight of the American detachment, he must have been sure of his

first wish and object,—battle. Where then was the necessity for

that hurry with which he took his measures ? It was Imt little

after sunrise ; and consequently, after giving rest to his fatigued

troops, there would have been time enough for the full accom[»lish-

ment of his views. Phat inierval he might have advantageously

employed in a personal exammalion of his enemy's position, and in

a disclosure of his plans to his principal officers. He knew well

the composition of Morgan's corps, and the American mode of tight-

ino-. The front line, being composed of militia, he was well ap-

prl-ed would yield ; and that the struggle for victory must take place

after he reached our regulars. He ought not to have run upon the

retiriiio- militia with his infintry, but should have brought them up

in full bodily capacity for the contest. A portion of dragoons might

and ou"ht to have borne down on Pickens, when retiring. But in-

stead of that, Tarleton himself, with the tirst line, pressed forward

and fell on our main body with exhausted breath The I'atigued,

panting, disappointed British, as might have been expected, paused.

Tarleton instantly called up his reserve, which approached near

the line, suffered wilh it from our fire, and became useless. Here

he violated the fundamental rul<*s of battle. The reserve, as the

terra indi ;Ue«, ought not to be endangered by the fire levclkd at

the preceding body ; but, being safe from musketry by its »ii.-tance,

should be ready to interpose in case o? disaster, and to increase ad-

vanta^'e in the event of victoi-y In " his Campaigns," he acknow-

ledges that the ;^roiind ivas disadvantageous to his adversary, and

favourable to liimscif ; speaks cf the alacrity wilh which his troops

advanced into action ; and admits the leading facts, on which these

TliR s))lenflid iesise of the fuhspqiient campaign, and the triumph of Gates

had been noike'l, a? well as the inbti uineiitMlily of ;Morgan in pro.luring tlie

a'i?p'cious event. Groat hnH effTiual as were his exeilions, geneial tiates

(lid -aot even infiitU)ii hiin in his official ilespatciii^s.
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observation? are founded. Fie could not deny that he had two field

piecf^s, and Ivlorgan none ; that he wns vastlj superior in cavalry
;

thai his troops were among (he i)es*t of the Britii^h army ; and that

he rather exceetled his ene:ny in numbers, vvhose regulars, horse

and foot, were less than five hundred.
These facts adsiiitted, how can the is?ue of the battle be satis-

factorily exj)lained without acknowledging, that the British leader

did not avail himself of the advantages he possessed, that his im-

providence and precipitancy intliienced the result, and that general

Morg-.m exhibited a personal stiperiority^jji the art of war ? This
conclusion, however contested by lieutenant colonel Taileton and
his particular friends, will be approved by the enlightened and im-
partial of both armies ; and posterity will confirm the decision.

CHAPTER XXIV.

XjORD Cornwallis received the unexpected, doleful tidings of
Tarleton's defeat with serenity, but dee|) regret. He had been
baffled in his first expedition into North Carolina by the fdl ot Fer-
guson ; and this late disaster seemed to forbid perseverance in his

second. With a view to retrieve, by the celerity of his move-
ments, the severe loss he had bustainod, he formed the wise resolu-
tion of converting his army into light troops by the destruction of
his baggage. Commanding this sacrifice without respect to persons,
he set the example himself, by committing to the llames the ba<^-

gage of headquarters. With zeal aiul alacrity his faithful army
obeyed the mandate. Every thing was destroyed, save a small sup-
ply of clothing, and a sufiicient number of wagons for the convey-
ance of hospital stores, of salt, of ammunition, and for the accom-
modation of the sick and wounded. We are at a loss whether to

admire more the wi-dom of the chief, or the self denial of his fol-

lowers. A memorable instance, among many others in this unna-
tural war, of the immutable disposition of the British soldiers to

endure every privation in suppoft of their king and country. This
arrangement being finished, lord Cornwallis moved from Fisher's
creek, determined on unceasing etlorls to destroy Morgan, and re-
cover his captured troops ; to keep separate the tvvo divisions of
Greene's army ; and, should he fail in these attempts, to bring
Greene to action before he could reach Virginia.

Morgan, always attentive to his duty, took measures for retreat
the moment victory had declared in liis favour. In the evenino- of
the same day he crossed the Broad river, and moved by forced
marches to the Catawba, before lord Cornwallis could reach its

banks.

General Greene was quickly advised of the advance of the Bri-
tish army from Winnsborough and Camden, through the upper
country

;
and accordiugly issued his preparatory orders for move-
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ment. On (he subsequent day he received the gratifying intelli-

f;ence of the virlory at the Cowpens. Foreseeing the enemy'*
objects, he hastened his march in conformity with liis previous dis-

position, and despalclied a courier to Marion and I^ee, apprising

them of his decami>ment, and ordering the hittei- to rejoin with all

])ossihle celerity. Escorted by a few dragoons, general Greene
hastened to reach Morgan, which he happily accomplished on the

last day of January, after that otficer had passed the Catawba.
Aware of the rapidity with which the Britisli general would ad-

vance to strike him before he could gain that point, Morgan redou-

bled his exertions to reach it ; but with all his aclivity, so keen and
persevering had been Cornvvallis's pursuit, (hat he had jutt crossed

the river on the evening of the 2(Uh of January, when the British

van appeared on the opposite hanks. A heavy (all of rain, durit»g

the night, rendered (he Catawba unfordable. Morgan availed hinu

self of this fortunate occurrence ; and continuing in his position

during (he swell of the river, sent oil" his prisoners, with the arms,

stores, &c., taken at (he Cowpen.s, under the protection of a part oi

his mililia, on a route nearer to the mountain than that intended to

be taken by himself. The waters continued high for two days, and

gave the brigadier time to place his prisoners in safely. His light

troops, joined by some of the neighbouring militia, were disposed,

by order of general Greene, to dispute the passage of the river.

This was attempted with a hope of retarding the British general in

his advance so long as (o allow time for brigadier Huger, of South

Carolina, who had succeeded Smallwood after the retirement of

that officer from Charlotte, to reach Salisbury, the lirst point as-

signed for the junction ot the two divisions of the American army.

As soon as the fall of the water admitted the passage of troops,

lord Cornwallis resumed his march. Lieiitenant colonel Webster,

at the head of one division, was directed to follow the main road to

Beattie's F'ord, indicating an intention to pass there ; while the

British general, with the remainder of his army, decamping about

midnight, moved down the river to M'Cowan's, a distant and private

ford, whici) he presumed would be neglected by his adversary. On
his approach at the dawn of day, on the lirst of February, the light

of fires on the opposite banks announced his lordship's miscalcula-

tion. Private as was this ford, it had not escaped the vigilance of

Greene ; who had detached, on the preceding evening, general Da-

vidson with three hundred of the North Carolina fuilitia to defend

it. A disposition was immediately made to ditlodge Davidson,

which brigadier O'llara with the guards effected. Lieutemuil co-

lonel Hall led with the li;ht company, followed by the grenadiers.

The current was rapid, the stream waist deep, and five hundred

yards in width. 'J'he soldiers crossed in [d.iloons, supporting each

other's steps. When lieutenant colonel HhII reached the middle

oi' the river, he was descried by the Amei ican centinels, whose

challenge and fire brought Davidson's corps into array. Deserted

by his guide, Hall passed directly across, not knowing the landing

place which lay below him. This deviation from the common



Southern Depiirtment of the United States, 137

courae rendered it necessary for Davidson to incline lo the right ;*

bui this rninoeiivre, although piompily performed, was not effected

Feb. nntil the light infantry liad gained the shore. A fierce con-

1st. flict ensued, which was well supported hy Davidson f.nd his

inferior force. 'J'he tniiitia at length yielded, and Davidson, while

nriounting his horse to direct the retreat, was killed. The corps

dispersed, and .nought safety in the woods. t Our loss was small,

excepting the hrigidier, an active, zealous, and influential officer.

Lieutenant colonel Hall was also killed, with three of the light in-

fantry, and thirty-six vvere wounded. Lord Coinwaliis followed

the guards ; and, as soon as his tlivision had passed, detached lieu-

tenant colonel Tarleton with the cavalry, suppoited by the twenty-

third regiment, in pursuit ot the militia. Terranl's tavern, ten

miles in front, had been assigned as the place of rendezvous for the

different corps of militia, assembled am! assembling. 'J^arlelon, ap-

proaching this place, discovered a body of troops in his front, and

fell upon them with vigour. Tlie militia made little or no resis-

tance, and tied : a few of them were killed, but none taken.

|

The inhabitants of this region of the state were well aflected to

the American cause ; and general Greene had flattered hiu)selfwith

an expectation of here drawing around him reinforcements, which,

with the light troops under Morgan, would enable him to hold lord

Cornwallis back for some days. But the fall of Davidson, and the

rencontre at Terrant's tavern, disajn)ointed, in their effect, this fond

calculation. He despatched orders to brigadier Huger to relin-

quish the route to Salisbury, and to take the direct course to Guil-

ford court-house, to w hich point he pressed forward with the light

corps under ftlorgan. Passing through Salisbury, he proceeded to

the trading ford on the Yadkin, where he arrived on tlie night of

the second of February.

General Greene having withdrawn his troops from Beattie's ford,

on his lordship's passage below, lieutenant colonel Webster and his

division crossed the Catawba without opposition, and in the course

of the day joined the British general. Cornwallis had now gained

one of the great roads, leading to Salisbury ; and the pursuit of our

light troops was renewed with activity.

General Greei.e passed the Yadkin during the night of, and day

* The movement to the riglit was prompt for miliiia, and dkl credit lo David-

son and his corps, but not to prompt as the occasion requirei). Had brigadier

Dafidson's troops been regulars, the cliauge would have been effected before

the British gained the shore. With such advantage on our part the resistance

would have been more effectual, and the injury to the enemy greatly augmented.

Davidson, too, would probably have been saved.

Lord Cornwallis's horse was shot under him and fell as soon as he got upon

th« shore. Leslie's horses were carried down the stream, and with difficulty

saved ; and O'Hara's tumbled over with him in the water. This evinces the

zeal of the pursuit; for, in other circumstances, the British general would

have waited for tlie further fall of the waters.

t Lieutenant colonel Tarleton, in his Campaigns, speaks of forty being kill-

ed ; but other officers, who examined the ground, asserted they found but ten.

:j: A heavy rain had come on so that their rifles could not be fired, which

gate everv advantage to Tarleton'* horse. Col. H.

18
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following, his arrival ut that river. The horse fordefl \\\e stream,

the ihfaiitry and most of tliC l)a^'s:;:i:;o uere transported in flats. A

few vva};oiis ft-ll into the hands of the enemy ;* for, notivilhstanding

llie unfavourahle condition ol' the roads and weatlier, brii>;adier O'-

Fel). Ilira pre«srd forward with the British van, and overtook our

31. rear guard, 'f ho retreating cor|)S was again phiced in a cri-

tical «itnatioii, and Himvimi wa:* again jiropitions. 'I'he lain con-

tinned during t lie mghl ; theYailkin became unfordablc ;
and (Jreene

had secnrod all llio tlais on its norlhein bank t

Tlis liritisb gener d was a second time tlelayed by an unforeseen

event. I\elin(jui-hing his anxious wisli to bring the light troo|)S to

action before tl)eir junction willi the main body, he recurred to his

l.ist expedient, that of ending Greene off from the upper lords of

the Dan, and compelling his united force to battle, before he could

either reach Virginia, or derive any aid from that state. With

this view, he moved up liie Yadkin to fords, which were still passa-

ble. There his loidsbip crossed ; and, diiecting his course to the

Dan, hild Greene on his riglit, with a determination to throw the

American general on the lower Dan, which the great fall of rain had

rendiMed iinpissable without tlie assistance of boats, which he sup-

j>osed unattainal)le. This object, his last hope, the British general

])ursued with his accustomed rapidity.

Greene w;is neither less active, nor less diligent. Continuing

on the direct road (o Guilfoid court-house, he reached that place

on the 7tli of February. Brigadier Huger, who had been overtak-

en by the legion of Lee, arrived on the same day. The united

force ol Greene, inoluditig five hundred militia, exceeded two thou •

sand three iiundred ; of which, two hundred and seventy were ca-

valry of the best quality. The army of Cornwallis was estimated

nt two thousand live hundred ; but his cavalry, although more nu-

merous than that of his adversary, was far inferior in regard to th«

size, condition and activity of the horses. Taking into view his

comparative weakness, general Greene determined to continue his

retreat to Virginia. The British general was twenty-five miles

"* The wagons of tlie auny csciipefi, but a few belonging to the country
people, who were foUovi ing the army to avoid the eneiii}-, were taken.

Col. H.
+ To an attentive observer of the events during our war very many strong

exemplifications of providential succour occur, besides the two just noticed.

Brigadier general Wecdon, served under Washington, and was with him
wlien he made t!ie brilliant manoeuvre from befoie Cornwallis in Trenton ;

leaving liis position in the night, and falling suddenly the next morning on the

enemy at Princeton.

General Weedon w;'.s one of the council of war, called by the commander in

chief, to advise in his perilous situation. W'licn the members met, the ground
was so deep and soft, tiiat it w^s presumed the artillery would necessarily be
left on the road. Bpfore the coum-.il broke up, so immediate had been the

change of the weather, thai the ground became hard, and all apprehensions on
the score of tiie aitillriry vanished. This information the writer received from
general \\'^ce.ion , who remarked, that so evidently advantageous was this sud-
den change, that it was universally understood by the troops, and as universally
ascribi-d to a protecting Providence.
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from Gtiilford court-house ; equally n(^ar wiili Greene to Dix's ffrry

Oil the Dan, an J nearer to the u}>[)er sh-illows or points ot'ihal river,

which were sniiposed to he t'oniable, notwithstanding the hile swell
of water. Lienlenant colonel Carriiii^lon, quartermaster j^eneral,

suggested the propriety of pas.-^ing at Irwin's Jerry. *eventy miles
froin Gmltbrd coort-honse, and twenty below Dix's. BoydV terry

was four miles hilow Irwin's ; and the boats might be easily broni'hc

down from Dix's to assist in transporting the army at tiiese near and
loiver ferries. 'J'he plan of lieutenant colonel Cariington was
adopted, and that oJicer was charged with the reqnisite preparations.
The route ni" retreat being determined, the place of crossing desio--

nated, and measures taken ("or the collection of boats, gener.d Greene
formed a light corps, consisting of some of his best inf.intry under
lieutenant colonel Howard, of W^ishiiigton's cavalry, the legion of
Lee, and a fe»v militia ntlemen, making in all seven hundred. These
troops were to take post between the retreating and tlie advancing
army, to hover round the skirts of the latter, to seize every oppor-
tunity of striking in detail, and to retard the enemy l>y vigilance

and judicious jjositions : while Greene, vvith the main body, ha^len-
ed towards the Dan, the boundary of his present toils and dangers.
The command ol the light cor|)s was offered to brigadier Morgan,

whose titness for such service was univei'saily acknowledged, and
whose splendid success had commanded the liigh contidence of the
general and army. Alorgan declined tiie arduous ta-'k; and being at that

time afHicted, as he occasion dly w is, with iheumatism, intiiriated

a resolution of retiring tVom the army. Greene listened vvith re-

luctance to tlie excuse, and endeavoured to [irevad on him to re-

cede from his determination. Lieutenant colonel Lt.e, being in

habits of intimacy with Morgin, was individu.dly deputed to per-
suade him to obey the universal wish. Many common place argu-
ments were ur'ged in conversation without success, Lee then rejtre-

sented, that the brigadier's retirement at that ciisis might induce an
opinion unfavourable to his patriotism, and prejudicial to his futui'e

fame ; that the resignation of a successful soldier at a critical mo-
ment was often attributed, and sometimes justly, to an apprehension,
that the contest would ultimately be unfortunate to his country, or
to a conviction that his reputation had been accidentally acquired,
and could not survive the vicissitudes of war. These olisei vations

appeared to touch the feelings of Morgan: for a moment he paused
;

then discovered afiiut inclination to go through the impendini; con-

flict ; but finally returned to his original decision. His refusil of tlie

profl'ered command was followed by a request to retire ; which was
granted.
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CHAPTER XXV.

^^OLONEL Williums, of MaryluncJ, an accomplished gcntle-

nian and experienced soldier, being called to the station, so anx-

iously, hut vainly pressed on Morgan, accepted it with cheerful-

ness, and dididcncc. This last arrangement being finished, Greene

put his army in n»otion, leaving Williams on the ground. The
greater the distance between the main body and the light troops,

the surer would be Greene's jolrcat. Williams, therefore, soon

after breaking up from Guilford court-house, on the 10th, inclined

to the left, for the purpose of throwing himself in front of lord

Cornwallis. This rnoveaicnt was judicious and had an imraedir.te

effect. His lordship, finding a cor|)s of horse and foot close in

front, whose strength and object were not immediately ascertaina-

ble, checked the rapidity of his march to give time for his long

extended line to condense.

Could Williams have withdrawn himself from between Greene and

Cornwallis, he might, probably, by occultly reaching the British

rear, have performed material service. Although his sagacity

discovered the prospect, yet his sound judgment could not adopt a

movement which might endanger the retreat of an army, whose safe-

ty was the object of his duty and indispensable to the common cause.

He adhered, therefore, to the less dazzling, but more useful, sys-

tem ; and fastened his attention, first on the safety of the main body,

next on that of the corps under his command ; risking the latter

only (and then without hesitation) when the security of Greene's

retreat deoianded it. Pursuing his course obliquely to the left, he

reached an intermediate road ; the British army being on his left

and in his rear, the American in front and on his right* This was

exactly the proper position for the light corps, and Williams judi-

ciously retained it. t

The enemy persevering in his rnjiid advance, our rear guard,

(composed offthe legion of Lee) and llie British van under brigadier

O'Fiara, were in sight during the day. Throughout the night, the

corps of Williams held a respectable distance, to thwart, as far as

was practicable, nocturnal assault.

The duty, severe in the day. became more so at night ; for nu-

merous patroles and strong picjuets were necessarily furnished by

the light troops, not only for their own safety, but to jirevcnt the.

enemy from placing himself, by a circuitous march, between Wil-

*Thc re;ifli:r will take notice, whenever he nit'els uith the term rigid, or lefl,

he is to ask himself in what direction the armies are moving, which will explain

the impoit of the term. At present we are movini; north, and lord Cornwallis
being on the upper route, w:is relatively to our Iclt.

t The route we had marched being deemed safe, as it was known that his

]or(iship was on a parallel rnad to our Iclt, the lesser precautions weie applied

to it; neverthelpss, the enemy's advance would have been notified in due time

from the hori>e patiole, or froni the infantry picjuct, should he have avoided or

intercepted the patrole—not a probable occurrence.
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liiims and Greene. Such a manopiivrc would have been fatal to the

American army ; and to render it impossible, half of the troojjs

were aliernHteiy appropriated every night to dnty : so that each
man, during the retreat, was entitled to but six hours repose in

forty eight. Notwithstanding this privation, the troops were in line

s-pirits and good health ; deliglited with their task, and determined
to prove themselves worthy the distinction with which they had
been honoured. At the hour of three, their toils were renewed ; for

W^iiliams always pressed forward with the iiln)o^( despatch in the

morning, to gain such a distance in front as would secure breakfiist

to his soldiers, their oidy meal during this rapid and hazardous re-

treat. So fatigued was ollicer and soldier, and so much more ope-
rative is weariness than hunger, that each man not j)laced on <luty,

surrendered hiaisflf to repose as soon as the night position was ta-

ken. Situated as was VVilhams, no arrangement could have been
devised, better calculated to effect the great object of liis trust, and
to secure food once a day to his troo|)S.

The moment lord Cornwallis found it necessary to change his

course and to push for Dix's ferry, he ordered his van to pioceed
slowly ; and separating from it at the head of the main body, which
had now arrrived at a cross-way leading to the desired route, he
quickly gained the great road to Dix's ferry, the course of the
American light corps.

Feb. In pursuance of his system, Williams made a rapid morn-
13th. ma's march ; and leaving small patroles of cavalry near the
enemy, sent forward the stall to select ground and prepare fire?.

T!ie ollicers and dragoons, who had l)oen necessarily kept in sight

of the British, upon joining, were hastened in front to a farmhouse
near the road, where they enjoyed, althougli a few hours later, a

more comfortable meal. Lieutenant Carrington, who commanded
the dragoons near the enemy's van, reported from time to time, in

conformity to custom, by which it api)eared, that Cornwallis was
moving as nsuil. The morning wa>j cold and drizzly ; our fires,

which had bctii slow in kitidling, were now lively ; the mt-at was
on the coals, and the corn cake in the ashes. Al tliis moment, a

friendly count: ynian appeared, riding in hi-te to our camp, whithr r

he had b-en dir(>cted by the sergeant of one of the hor<e j)atrole-,

with which he fell in on his way. 'i'he hurry of his approjich, and
the t'.red condition of his meager poney. evinced sincerity of heart

;

while the jny of his countenance declared bis })artic!palion of in-

terest. Asking for " the general," he was conducted to colonel

Williams, whom he bluntly informed, that lord Cornvviilhs, leaving

his t'ormer route, had got into our road ; that one half' hour past

be left tlie British army advancing, then only four miles behind
;

that accidentally discovering it from his (iolcl, where he was burning
brushwood, he ran home, took the first horse he could find, and
hastened to give his friends intelligence, which he deemed impor-
tant. To attach doubt to the information of an honest looking far-

mer wouM have violated all the rules of piiy>ioi:nomy. Williama
always delighted to indulge and comfort his brave troops ; and,
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although lie orediletl the countryman, was unuilling to interrupt

their luisty repast, lie therefore onlercd heutenatit colonel Lee

to detach iVoni his cavalry, in order to ascertain the correctness of

tlie intelligence. Cai»tain Armstrong, wiili one section of the horse,

was despatched accordingly, with the contilryman for his guide.

Soon after their de[)arlure, Carrington, stdl near the enemy, com-

municated the unusually slow progress of the van guard. Com-
bining this intelligence with that just received, Williams ordered

lieutenant colonel Lee to strengtheri Armstrong, and to lake upon

himself the command entrusted to that ollicer. Lieulen.uit Lewis,

with the required addition, attended Lee, who despatched one of

the dragoons to overtake Armstrong, with orders directing him to

move slowly until he should join. Q,uickly reaching Armstrong,

who had not advanced more than a mile, Lee proceeded, in confor-

mity with the advice of the countryman, two miles further ; but

seeing no enemy, he began to believe that his guide, however well

affected, was certainly in a mistake. He determined, therefore, to

return to breakfast, and leave Armstrong with three dragoons and

the guide to proceed on to the spot, where the countryman's in-

formation had placed the enemy one hour before. Armstrong se-

lected the dragoons mounted on the swiftest horses, and was in the

act of moving, when the amicable covmtryman protested against

accompanying him, unless furnished with a better horse. While

with the whole detachment, he had thought himself safe, and never

manifested any unwillingness to proceed ; but now, being associat-

ed with the most alert of alert dragoons, whose only duty was to

look and fly, he considered his danger extreme. This remon-

strance, the justice of which could not be resisted, added another

reason lor crediting the information. Lee dismounted his bugler,

whose horse was given to the countryman ; and the bugler was sent

back to camp to inform Williams how iav the lieutenant colonel had

proceeded without seeing any portion of tlie enemy, and of his in-

tention to return after advancing Armstrong still further in front.

Not doubting that the countryman had seen the Briti-h army, but

supposing hinr. to be mistaken in the distance, Lee led his detach-

ment into the woods, and retired slowly, in sight of the road. He
presumed, that should Armstrong be followed, the enemy would

discover the trail of advancing horse in the road, and be deterred

from a keen pursuit, which he did not wish to encourage, as it might

deprive the light troops of their meal ; although he was disposed

in that event to seize any advantage which might ofl'er. Not many
minutes elapsed before a discharge of musketry announced that

Armstrong had met the enemy ; and shortly after, the clangor of

horses in swift speed declared the fast a[)proach of cavalry. Arm-
strong soon appeared, closely followed by a troop of Tarleton's

dragoons. Lee saw bis captain and small party well in front, and

hard in hand. For them he felt no apprehensions ; but for the

safety of his bugler, on the countryman's poney, every feeling of

bis heart became interested. Being passed unperceived by the

pursued and pursuers, Lee coutinuud in the woods, determined
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to interpose in time to rescue his bugler, yet wishing to let the
enemy take the ulino-it allowable distance, that they inic;hl be de-
prived of support. Diiecling one of his lieutenants to halt with
the rear (ile and ascertain ivhethej additional cavalry was followino-,

he hastened his progress, and soon saw the enemy's near approach
to his defenceless bugler, who was immediately unhor'^ed, and sa-

bred several times while prostrate on the ground. Lee was press-
ing forward to the road in the enemy's rear, when the officer, who
had been left behind, rejoined with th^ acceptable information, that

no reinforcement was approaching. Gaining the road, the lieute-

nant colonel ruslied forward in quick charge, and fell upon the troop
of Tarleton soon after it had reached his bugler. Captain Miller
instantly /ormed, and fronted his approaching adversary

; but his

worn down ponies were as ill calculated to withstand the stout, high
conditioned, active horse, opposed to them, as were the intoxicated,

inexpert riders unlit to contend with dragoons always sober, and
excelling in horsemanship. The enemy was crushed on the first

charge : most of them were killed or prostrated ; and the residue,

wilh their captain, attempted to escape. They were pursued by
lieutenant Lewis, who was commanded by Lee to give no quarters.
This sanguinary mandate, so contrary to the American characler,

proceeded fro ii a view of the bugler,—a beardless, unarmed youth,
who had vainly implored quarle'-, and in the agonies of death j)re-

s<Mited a spectacle resistless in its ap|<eal for vengeance.* Having
placed t!u! much wounded hapless boy in the arms of (he stoutest

of his dragoons, and directed another soldier to attend them to camp,
the lieutenant colonel proceeded in support of Leivis. Soon this

officer was met, returning with captain 31iller, and all, save two. ot'

the fugitives. The British captain was unhurt ; but his dragoons
were severely cut in the face, neck, and shoulilers. Lewis was
reprimanded on the spot for disobedience of orders ; and AJillcr,

being perem|)torily charged with the atrocity perpetrated in his

view, was told to })repare for death. The captain, with some show
of reason, asserted, that intelligence being bis oliject, it was his w i.«h

and interest to save the soldier ; that he had tried to do so ; but his

dragoons i^eing intoxicated, all his efforts were inelfectual. He ad-

ded, that in the terrible slaugiiter under lieutenant colonel Buford,

his humanity was experienced, and had been acknowledged by some
of the Americans who escaped death on that bloody t].\y. Lee was

somewhat mollified by this rational apology, and was disposed to

substitute one of the j.risoners ; but soon overtaking the speech-

less dying youth, whose relation to his supporting comrade of the

tragical pirticulars of his late, when able to speak, contirmed his

former impressions, he returned with unrelenting sternness to

his first decision. Descending a long hill, he repeated his de-
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terminnlion to sacrifice Miller in Iho v;\le throDgli which tliey were

about to pass ; ;iml harurniff him a pencil, desirtd him to note on

paper whatever lie nii'j;lit uish to mike knoun (o his friemls, with

an assurance that it should be transniitted to tiie Urilish general.

At this moment, the rear si;U'>''l communicated, hy pistol dischart^e,

the approach of the Biilish van. Miller and his fellow piisoners

were hurried on to colonel WiMiams, who was at the same time in-

tbrmed of Hie enemy's advance. Williams put his corps in motion,

:nul forwarded t!»e captured officers and soldiers to hoadtpiarters
;

i<>-norant of the murdor of the hiigler, and (he determination of

lieutenant colonel Lee. 'J'hus Miller escajjed the fate to which he

had been doomed, -in order to convince the British cavalry under

lieutenant colonel Tarleton, that American blood should no longer

he wantonly shed with impunity. Believing himself indebted for

his life to the accident just recited, captain Miller took care to re-

present, by letter, to iiis friends in the British army what had hap-

pened, and htB conviction of what would have followed ;
and never

afterwards were such cruellies repeated by the Biitish cavalry

actiui; against the army of Greene.

The dead, eif^hleen in number, being left on the road where they

fell, were buried by order of lord nornwuHis as he passed. On

the part of the American officer no life was lost, exrept that of the

beardless bugler, who died soon after the advance of the enemy

was announced. His corpse was necessarily deposited in the woods

adjoining the road, with the hope that some humane citizen might

find it.

The pursuit was continued with unceasing activity. Williams,

retiring in compact order, with the le;^ion of Lee in his rear, hehi

hiinself ready to strike, whenever an opportunity presented. The

skilful enemy never permitted any risk in detail, but preserved his

whole force for one decisive struggle.

CHAPTER XXVI.

Xi AVI'' G continued on the route to Dix's ferry as far as l.e deemed

advisable and presuming that general Greene would on the next

day reach the vicinity of the Dan, colonel Wiliinms determined to

pass to the road on his rigi>t, leading to Irwin's ferry, the route of

the main body. He communicated this intention to the rear ollicer
;

and moved forward with increased celerity, for the purpose of gain-

in"- a distant night position, that he might be able to diinini-h the

timirds necessary for the security of his corps when close to the

enterprising enemy.
. . ,. , r

Lieutenant colonel Lee, having discovered, (rom conversatioy

^ith his "uides, that a by-way in I'ront would lead him into VVjl-

liam's rear before the close of the evening, and save a considerable

distance determined to avail himself of the uccommodation. A
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subaltern's command of dragoons was left to proceed on the route
taken by colonel Williams, vvilh orders to communic;>le any extra-

ordinary occurence to ibe commandant and to Jieu*enant colonel

Lee. J'he Ciivalry, who met Miller in the morning, had lost their

breakf.i-it ; and Lee's chief object in taking the short course was to-

avail himself of an abundant farm for the reireshment of this party.

hi soon as he reached the proposed route, the infantry were has-

tened forward, with directions to halt at the farm, and prepare for

the accommodation of tlie corps ; while the cavalry continued
close to the enemy. In due time afterwards, they were drawn off

and passed through the woods-, leaving in front of the British van
the detachment which had been selected to follow the route of the
light troops. The obscurity of the narrow road taken by Lee,
lulled every suspicion with respect to the enemy ; and a few videts

only were placed at intermediate points, rather to give notice when
the British should pass along, than to guard the legion from surprise.

This precaution was most fortuou'te ; for so it happened, that lord

Cornwallis, havinsr ascertained that Greene had directed his course

to Irwin's ferry, determined to avail himself of the nearest route lo

gain the road of his enemy, and took the path which Lee had se-

lected. Our horses were unbridled, with abundance ot provender
before them ; the hos[)itable farmer had liberally bestowed his

meal and bacon, and had given the aid of his domestics in hastening

the much wished repast. To the surprise and griefof all, the pleasant

prospect was instantly marred by the tire of the advanced videts,

—

certain signal of the enemy's approach. Before the farm was a
creek, which, in consequence of the late incessant rains, could be
passed only by a bridge, not more distant from the enemy ihaa

from our party. The cavalry being speedily arrayed, moved to

support the videts ; while the infantry were ordered, in full run,

to seize and hold the bridge.

The enemy was equally surprised with ourselves at this unex-

pected meeting ; and the light party in front halted, to report and

be directed. This pause was sufficient. The bridge was gained,

and soon passed by the corps of Lee. The British followed. The
road over the bridge leading through cultivated tields for a mile, the

British army was in full view of the troops of Lee as the latter as-

cended the eminence on whose summit they entered the great road

to Irwin's ferry.

Thus escaped a corps, which had been hitherto guarded with

unvarying vigilance ; whose loss would have been severely felt by

the American general ; and which had beenjust exposed to imminent

peril from the presumption of certain security'. Criminal improvi-

dence ! A soldier is always in danger, when his conviction ofsecur-

ity leads him to dispense with the most vigilant precautions.

Cornwallis, at length in Greene's rear, urged his march with re-

doubled zeal, confident of overtaking his adversary before he could

reach the Dan. Adverse efforts to accelerate and to retard were

unceasingly exhibited during the evening ; the enemy'a van being

Sometimes so close as to indicate a determination to force the light

19
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troops (o prepare for defence. Avoiding a measure replete nith
peril, WilliHms persevered in his desultory retreat. More than
once were the legion of Lee and Ihe Vini of 0'li:iia within musket
shot; which presented so acceptable an invitation to the marksmen
flanking the legion, that tliey were restrained with dilliculty from
delivering their tire. This disposition being etleciually checked,
the demeanor of the hostile troops became so pacific in appearance,
that a spectator would h;ive been leil to consider them members of
the same arniy. Only when a defile or a w.iter course crossed our
ro!.ile did ihe enemy exhibit any indication to cut off" our rear :

in which essays, being always disappointed, their useless efl'orts

were gradually discontinued.

rUe fall ol' night excited pleasure, as it promised respite from
toil. But illusory was the expectation ! ibr the British general
was so eager to fall on Greene, whom he believed within his

grasp, that ihe pursuit was not intermitted. The night was dark,

the roads deep, the we.ither cold, and the air humid. Williams
throwing his horse in front, and the inlantry of the legion in the
rear, continued his retreat.

About eight in the evening, numerous fires discovered an encamp-
ment before us. No pen can describe the heart- rending feelings

of our brave and weai'ied troops Not a doubt was entertained,

that the descried camp was Greene's ; and our dauntless corps
were convinced, that the crisis had now arrived when its .self sacri-

fice could alone give a chance of escape to the main body. With
one voice was announced ihe noble resohition to turn on the foe,

and, by dim of desperate courage, so to cripple him as to force a

discontinuance of pursuit. This heroic spirit, tiist breathed in

whispers, soon gained the ear of Williams ; who, alike daring and
alike willing to offer up his life for the safety of an army on which
the hopes of the South rested, would have been foremost in the
bohl conflict. But his first impressions soon yielded to conclusions

drawn from a refeience to the date of general Greer.e's last letter.

which demonstrated the mistaken apprehension of the troops. Enjoy,
ing the delight inspired by tjieir manly ardour, and commending their

devotion to their country, becalmed their disquietude. They shortly

reached the camp of fires, and discovered that it was the ground where
Greene had halted on the evening ofthe 1 ith. Relieved from the dire

foreboding, the light corps continued its march until the rear officer

made known to the commandant that the enemy had halted. The
first convenient fpot was occupied for the night ; the fires were in-

stantly kindled : the cold and wet, the cares and toils of the day,

were soon forgotten in the enjoyment of repose.

About midnight our troops were put in motion, in conseqiience
of the enemy's advance on our piquets, which the British general
had been induced to order ftom knowing that he was within forty

miles of the Dan, and that all his hope depended on the exertions
of the following day, Animated with the prospect of soon termi-

nating their present labours, the light troops resumed their march
with alacrity. The roads continued deep and broken, and were
rendered worse by being incrusted with frost : nevertheless, the
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njarch was pushed with groat expedition. In the forenoon, one hour

was applied by both commanders to ihe refreshment of tlieir troops.

About noon colonel Williams received a letter from general

Feb. Greene, comnvinicating the delightful tidings of his pasSrige

13th. over the Dan on the preceding day. The whole corps be-

came renovated in strength and agility ;
so powerful is the influence

of the mind over the body. The great object of their long and faithful

labour being so nearly accomplished, a general emulation pervaded

all ranks to hasten to "the boundary of their cares and perils. 1'iie

hopes of the enemy were still high, and he rivalled our increased

celerity ; the van of O'Hara following close on the rear of Lee.

About three in the evening we arrived within fourteen miles of the

river; and colonel Williams, leaving the legion of Lee to wait on

the enemy, took the nearest course to Boyd's ferry. Before sun-

set he gained the river, and was soon transported to the opposite

shore.

Lee, at the assigned period, directed his infantry to follow on

the route of Williams ; and about dark withdrew with his cavalry,

the enemy being still in motion Between the hours of eight and

nine, the cavalry reached the river, just as the i)Oats had returned

from landing the legion infimtry. In obedience to the disposition of

lieutenant colonel Carrington. quarter master general, who superin-

tended, in person, his arrangements for the transportation of the

arm), the horses were turned into the stream, while the dragoons,

with their arms and cqiii[>ments, embarked iii the boats. Unluckily,

some of the horses turned back, and gaining the shore, fled into the

woods ; and for u lime some apprehensions were entertained that

they might be lost. They were, however, recovered ;
and being

forced into the river, followed their fellows. In the last boat, the

tpiarter master general, attended by lieutenant colonel Lee and the

rear troop, reached the friendly shore.

In the evening lord Cornwallis had received the unwrlcome news

of Greene's safe passage over the Dan ; and now relinquishing his

expectation of annihilating a second army, and despairing of striking

the light corps, so long in his view and always safe, he gave repose

to his vaiidy wearied troops.

Thus ended, on the night of the 14th of February, this long, ar-

duous, and eventful retreat.

No operation during the war more attracted the public attention

than this did : not only the toils and dangers encountered by a

brave general and his brave army interested the sympathy of the

nation, but the safety of the South, hanging on its issue, excited uni-

versal concern. The danger of this contingency alarmed the hearts

of all, especially the more reflecting, who deemed the integrity of

the Union essential to American liberty and happiness, and indispen-

sable to our future safety and strength.

Destroy the army of Greene, and the Carolinas with Georgia ine-

vitably became members of the British empire. Virginia, tli* bul-

wark of the South, would be converted first into a frontier, then in-

to the theatre of war. Already drained nearly to the bottom, she
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v^ould be committed in a content for life uiih reduceil means and

broken spirits. All the country south of James river, so conve-

nient to predatory incursions from the i^oulhern states, would soon

be ground to dust and ashos. Such misery uithout hope, could not

be long endured ; and re-annexalion to the mother country, present-

ing the only cure within reach, it wouUI be solicited and obtained.

That part of the state north of James river, and west of the Blue

ridge, might continue united ; and so far as its ability permitted,

would be found a daring and destructive foe. But in tliis desperate

condition of affairs, with the enemy's uncontrolled maritime supe-

riority, and the facile admission into the bosom of the country, pre-

sented by its fine rivers, its resistance could not be of long duration.

The stoutest heart trembled lest the Potomac should become the

boundary of British dominion on the east of the Blue ridge.

Happily for tliese states, a soldier of consummate talents guided

the destiny of the South.

• Cordially su[)ported and truly beloved by the august j)ersonage

at the head of the American armies, the bosom of Greene, gratefully

reci[)rocating feelings so honourable to'his character, never was as-

sailed by those degraded passions, envy and malevolence—which
too often disturb the harmony of associate leaders, and generate deep
disasters to tlic common ciuse.

The glory of Washington, next to the safety of his country, was
the prime oliject of his wishes. Pure and tranquil from the con-

sciousness of ju«t intentions, the undistuibed energy of his mind was
wholly devoted to the effectual accomplishment of the high trust re-

posed in him.

The difficulty of retreat from South Carolina with an inferior ar-

my, and that army acting necessaiily in two divisions at a great dis-

tance from each other—the stale of North Carolina, stored with

faithful abettors of the roynl cause, who waited with solicitude for

a fit opportunity to demonstrate their unshaken loyalty— presented

in themselves impediment^ great and difficult. When we add the

comfortless condition of our troops in point of clothing,* the rigour

of the season, the inclemency of the weather, our short stock of am-
munition, and shorter stock of provisions—and contrast it wiih the

comfortable raiment and ample equipment of the enemy, inured to,

service, habituated to daring enterprises, the very troops which had
taken Lincoln and destioyed Gates, rendered cajiable of the most
rapid movements by their voluntary sacrifice of baggage, provisions

* The shoes were generally worn out, the body clothes much tattered, and
nolnjore than a blanket for four men. The light corps was rather better oflf

;

but among its officers there was not a blanket for every three : so that aniong
those whose hour admitted rest, it was an establisliud rule, that at ever)' fire,

one should, in routine, keep upon his legs to preserve the fire in vigour. The
tents were never used by the corps under Williams during the retreat. The heat
«f the fires was the only protection from rain, and sometimes snow : it kept the
circumjacent ground and air dry, while impartinj;;' warmth to the body.

Provisions were not to be found in abundance, so swift was our progress. The
single nieal allowed us was always scuntj, tboi.gh good in quality and very nu-
tritious, being bacon and corn meal.
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nnd liquor, and conducted by a general always to be dreaded—we
have abundant cause to honour the soldier whose mental resources

smoothed every difliculty, and ultimately made good a retreat ot two
hundred and thirty miles, (unaided, except occasionally by small

corps of friendly militia) without the lo«s ot" either troops or stores.

Nor can we hesitate in acknowledging, that the scene just closed,

presented satisfactory displays of that masterly genius, which, in the

sequel, unfolded iiseif with such utility and ?|)lendour.

The British army have also a clear title to praise. More com-
fortahly rlad, the soldier was better able to bear the extremesof the

season : in every other respect he equalled his enemy— bearing in-

cess.mt toil, courtin<; danger, and submitting (o privation of neces-

sary food with alacrity ; exhibiting, upon all occasions, unquestiona-

ble evidence of fidelity, zeil and courage, in seconding the hardy

enterprise of his admired leader.

General Greene, reviewing his army, at length safely enjoying

wliolesome and abund.nit sujiplies of iood in the rich and t'lieiidly

county of Halifax. l)e«tow*'d upon all his commendation ; distinguish-

ing, by his mat lied approbation, colonel VV illiams, and lieutenant

colonel Cariington, quartermaster general. The tirst, for his com-
plete execution of the very difticult task assigned him—exposed

with his very inferior force to the daily and nightly assault ot a saga-

cious and intrepid foe, he was never foiled himself, and seized the

only opportunity presented of impressing the enemy with due re-

spect for the corps under his orders ;—the last, for his multitarious

services during the retreat. Lieutenant colonel Carrington had

been defachful with that portion of the Virginia regiment of artillery,

retained with the main army, when some of its companies had at-

tended the Virginia line to the South, and had been taken with it at.

the surrender of Charleston : which loss was now suj)p!ied by some
companies formerly attached to the Maryland hoe. On reaching

North Carolina with de Kalb, colonel Harrison, commandant oi the

Virginia artillery, unexpectedly arrived, and assumed command. In

consequence of a misunderstanding with hi^ colonel, Carrington re-

tired, and was despatched, upon Gates's arrival, to superintend the

examination of (he Roanoke river, to ascertain the readiest points

of communication across it—not only for the purpose of expedition

and celerity to his supplips coming from Virginia, but also with the

view of insuring a sate retreat from North Carolina, should such a-,

measure, then prol)abIe, become necessary. In this scvice Car-

rington was toiind by Greene, who j)ressed upon him the untried

station ofchief of the quarter master's department, and despatched

him to hasten the execution of the various arrangements which he

had formed as he |>assed through Kichmond. Among those which,

under this order, chumed the lieutenant colonel's attention, was the

examination of the Dan, (the southern branch of the Roanoke) for

the same purposes for which he had, by order of general Gates,

explored the last mentioned river ; and with the further object of

discovering whether the water of the Dan would admit an inland

navigation to be connected by a portage with the Yadkin; which mode
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of intercourse, in case of protracted war in the Carolinas, would be

attended by tlie most benelicial consequences. C.i()tain Sinitb. of

the Maryland line^ was appointed to this service by heiitenant colo-

nel Carringjton, and peilorined the duty with much intelligence.

So engaged was Carrington in accornplishini; tiie orders of the

general, that he only joined the army uvo days before its concen-

tration at Guilford court house, where he assumed the direction of

the trust assig,ned to hira. We have before mentioned the judicious

plan whicli he subinittod to Greene for the passage of the river

Dan, founded on the report made by captain Smith of his examina-

tion.*

In this most difficult crisis Carrington commenced his offici.il du-

ties : his subordinate otficers habituated to expedients and strangers

to system, his implements of every sort in a wretched condition, and

without a single dollar in the military client. Nevertheless, he con-

trived, by his method, his zeal, and his indefrttigable industry, to give

promptitutle to our movement-, as well as accuracy and punctuality

to the supplies of subsistence, and to colbct in due time all the

boats upon the Dan, above Boyd's ferry, at the two points designated

for the passage of that river.

CHAPTER XXV H.

VyORNWAI-LIS, baffled in every cxpectwlion, much as he de-

served success, (for cfrtainly no man could have done more than

he did) now turned his attention to produce solid advantage oat of

the eclat he had acquired in forcina; Greene to abandon the state.

Selecting Hilhl)orot)gb as headquarters, one of the principal towns

of North (Carolina,! lie, after one d,iy's repose of bis army, pro-

ceeded thither by easy marche'^. Here be erected the king's stan-

dard, and invited, by bis proclamation, judiciously prepared and

opportunely promulgated, all liege subjects to prove their fidelity

by contributing their aid in restoring the blessing* of peace a'ld

order to their convulsed country. He reiterated his orders pro-

* As soon as Greene nrtopted tlic plan prepared by the quarter master general

for crossing the Dnn, (;arring;ton rictHcheii the same captain Smith, of the Mary-

land line, hfrotoCore employed by hiin in the exaniinaiion of the Roanoke river.

The service was performed highly to tiio satisfaction of the general, and much to

captain Smith's crcilit.

1 Newbern and llilishnroush were the alternate scats of royal government in

North Carolina ; as were Durlingtoii and Perth Amboy in the province of New
.tersey. To the west of iNewbcrn lies Wilmington, on the Cape Fear rivtr,

convenient to the Scotch emigrants' settlement on the waters of that river,

\vhi)se inhabitants had fur some years past in the character of regulators, re-

sisted the royal authority, but were now firm abettors of kindly government.

It is one of the few towns convenient to ship navigation : consequently, neces-

satily ornipied by the British general. Here all his supplies of every sort were

t>r(iHii,ht from New York and Charleston, and dejiosited till further orders, in

care of ike garrison.
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hibiting the disorderly of his army from indulging their licentious

passions, commanding the protection of the persons and property of

the inhabitants, with threats of severe and prompt punishment upon
all and every offender.

In the camp of Greene, joy beamed in every face ; and, as if

every man was conscious of having done his duty, the subsequent

days fo the reunion of the army on the north of the Dan, were
spent in mutual gratulations ; with the rehearsal of the hopes and

fears which agitated every breast during the retreat ; interspersed

with the many simple but interesting anecdotes with which every

tongue was strung.

Meanwhile, the indefatigable Greene gave his mind and time to

the hastening of his long pressed, and much wanted reinforcements :

devising within himr^elf, in the same moment, plans to augment his

force through his personal weight, and the influence of those ready

to co-operate with him. Brigadier Stevens, whom we have seen

overwhelmed with distress and mortification, in consequence of the

shameful conduct of his brigade at the battle of Camden, as soon

as he had conducted his militia to Pittsylvania court-house, for the

purpose of laying up their arm*, returned to the army, in the ex-

pectation of such accession of force as would enable the general tt)

replace him in the line of service. He h.id shared witli the army
in all the toils and perils of the retreat until he was ordered to Pitl-

svlvania court- house ; and he was now anxious to participate with

it in the honours and dangers of advance.

The people of llaliftx county received us with the affection of

brethren, mingled with admiration of the brave devotion to coun-

try, just exhibited. Volunle<^r« began to tender their services, df

which laudable enthusiasm Greene availed himself; and naming

Stevens* as their leader, referred them to him for organization-

Encouraging the spread of this honourable .spirit, which Stevens

took care to cherish with incessant diligence, very soon the founda-

tion of a partial force was laid, which, gradually increasing, consti-

tuted that brigade, which covered itself and general with glory in

the sequel.

Grateful as was this display of zeal in the people of Halifax, and

anxious as was the general to give to the efforts of Stevens full

effect, he could not long enjoy the agreeable scene, nor indulge his

faithful army in its novel state of ea-ie and abundance. On North

Carolina his mind was fixed. Its subjugation was inadmissible ; and

ill-brooking his forced abandonment of it, he was restless in safety
;

This officer, as has h«en mentioned, had proceeded with his militia to Pitt-

sj'lvania court-house to discharge liis men, whose time of service had expired,

and for the purpose of placing the public arms in the magazines allotted for

their reception. He was well apprised of Greene's difficulties; and hearing,

on his way home, by some reports that had overtaken him, that these difficul-

ties were increased, and that it was very likely that his army might be crippled

before he crossed the Dan ; Stevens, instead of going home, returned to camp,
taking with him some of the militia of Pittsylvani-a, collected by the exertions

of the county lieutenant, determined to share the fate of Greene and of his

army.
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because that safety, in his esliraation, was inglorious and injurious.

Urging tlio governor of Virginia to press forward the long expected

aid, patronising tlie exeriions of Stevens to bring to iiim succour,

derived t'roni community of feelings and of interest, lie no«v turned

himself to the recovery of North Carolina ; determined to contend

upon its own soil for its independence.

Well acquainted with the high cliaracter of his able adversary,

he knew tliat every hour of submission, growing out of our ac-

knowledged inferiority of force, proved by long evasion of battle,

would be turned by him to solid advantage in suppoit of the royal

cause. Also knowing the divided condition of the inhabitants of

the state, he dreaded the effects of victory, when used by a saga-

cious soldier, and applied to a people almost equally balanced in

their political feelings. Under the influence of such calculations,

on the 17lh he issued preparatory orders for movement.

The American general was not mistaken in his deductions. Avail-

ing himself of Greene's abandonment of North Carolina, of his

undisturbed occupation of Hillsborough, and of his quiet possession

of Wilmington upon the Cape Fear river by a detachment from

Charleston under the orders of major Craig, lord Cornwallis began

to realize the expectations he had so long and so sanguinely indulg-

ed. The royalists every where were preparing to rise, while the

well affected to the cause of America, despairing of protection, began

to look for safety in submission.

Greene persevering in his determination to risk his army again

in North Carolina—to rouse the drooping spirits of his friends, and

to check the audacity of his foes—the legion of Lee, strengthened

by two companies of the veterans of xMaryland under captain Old-

ham, with the corps of South Carolina militia under brigadier Pick-

ens, was ordered, in the morning of the 18th, to repass the Dan.

This was readily performed ; all the boats heretofore collected be-

ing still held together by Carrington for the use of the army.

Pickens and Lee were commanded to gain the front of Cornwal-

lis, to place themselves as close to him as safety would permit, in

order to interrupt his coinmunication with the country, to repress

the meditated rising of the loyalists, and, at all events, to intercept

any parly of them which might attempt to join the enemy.

These officers lost no time in advancing to the theatre of opera-

tions ; and having in the course of the march provided capable

guides, sat down that evening in a covert position, short of the great

road leading from the Haw river to Hillsborough, and detached ex-

ploring parties of cavalry on the roads towards Hillsborough and

towards the Haw. In the course of the evening, Greene, never

avoiding toil or danger, with a small escort of Washington's cavalry,

left his army, and overtook the advanced corps in its secret posi-

tion. He continued with it during the night, and renewed to the

two commandants explanations of his plan and object. He com-

municated his intention of repassing the Dan with the army in a

few days, directing his route towards the upper country ;
too re-

mote, as he remarked, from the advanced corps to afford the smal-
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lest protection ; urged cordiul concert, pressed in fervid terms the

necessity of unceasing vigilance, and the most cautious circumt^pec-

tion. Before dawn the officer, who had been despatched towards

the Haw, returned with intelligence, that on the preceding day lieu-

tenant colonel Tarleton had passed up that route from Hillsborough

with horse, foot, and artillery ; their number unascertained ; des-

tined, as was presumed, to pass the Haw river, with the view of

hastening the embodying ot the loyalists, and of protecting them on

their march to Hillsborough. The wisdom of the measure, adopt-

ed by Greene, was now shown, as already an important object pre-

sented itself to the detached corps. Greene having set out on his

return to camp, Pickens and Lee advanced ; first sending recon-

noitring parties in their front, with orders to conceal themselves in

sight of the road to watch passing occurrences, and to report from

time to time the result of their observations. The main body

moving obliquely to their right through an unsettled region, they

encamped within three miles of the great road, with the Haw on

their right, about seven miles distant. Here they were joined by

the lif^ht parties sent out in the morning, and by the othcer who
had the day before been detached towards Hillsborough. The tirst

reported that every thing was still on the road, and that they had

not seen a single person, except a well grown boy, during the day,

whom they had brought along with them agreeable lo orders.

From this lad we discovered that Tarleton had not passed the river

yesterday, but would do it on the next morning.

The officer v.ho had approached Hillsborough found all quiet in

that quarter, and neither saw nor heard any thing indicating a move-

ment on the part of the enemy. Resting for the night, the corps

proceeded after breakfast the next day, waiting until then to give

time for the exploring parties to renew their efforts in obtaining

more precise intelligence.

Approaching the road, it was met by a dragoon bringing informa-

tion that the British detachment had passed the Haw, This being

ascertained, Pickens and Lee gained the great road, and followed on

the enemy's route. Guides became unnecessary now ; for the British

detachment had plundered all the houses on the road, knovvn, as

they were, to be the property of patriots, and symbols of devas-

tation marked their steps. The men having all fled, none but wo-

men could be seen. From them the American commandants learned,

that the loyalists between the Haw and deep riveis were certainly

embodying, and that the British detachment would not advance tar

on the other side of the river, it being commonly said among the

soldiers, that they should return in a few days. By what could be

gathered from report, and judging by the time of passing any one

house, it appeared that most of the cavalry, two light brass pieces,

and four hundred infantry composed the detachment. Sending again

a small party of dragoons down the road, to discover whether any

second body of troops were moving from Hillsborough, Pickens and

Lee continued on to the Haw, which they passed without delay,

hearing that lieutenant colonel Tarleton was encamped four mile^

20
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in front. At this moment the officer sent down tlie road, rejoined,

coinmtinicating that there was no prospect of interruption from

tliat quarter.

Soon after we had crossed the river, which was fordable, a coun-

tryman was discovered by tl)e cavalry in front ; and being overtaken,

was sent to the cominanil.mts. From him it was ascertained, that

lieutiin.mt colonel i\u'lcton, as had been reported, commanded the

party, and that he was tncampod within three miles of us about

noon; thai hi:* horses were unsaddled, and that appearances indi-

cated his confidence of security. With respect to his strength, the

countryman's information rated it the same as it was before under-

stood to be. This bemg correct, Tarleton had the advantage in

number of cavalry, but was inferior in quality : he had two light

pieces, the Americans none : he was numerically inferior in infan-

try ; but his troops were all tried regulars, while half of our infan-

try were militia, though of the best sort. A disposition for attack

was immediately made. The infantry of the legion led by lieu-

tenant colonel Lee, forming the centre, moved directly towards the

enemy, with the cavalry in column under major Rudolph, upon its

right ; and the militia ridemen, conducted by brigadier Pickens, on

its left. Oldham, with the two .Maryland companies, composed the

reserve. Presuming a surprise probable, the march was concealed

by keeping through woods, having faithful guides with each division.

In this event mijor Rudolph had orders to charge in full gallop,

supported by Oldham with the reserve ; while the legion infantry,

covered on its left by the riflemen, in whatever stale the enemy
might be found, was destined to carry the field pieces with fixed

bayonets. Should he be apprised of our advance, and consequently
prepared for our reception, Oldham, with his Maryhnders, was
ordered to take the place of the cavalry on the right of the legion

infantry, and Rudolph, witli the dragoons, to stand in reserve.

Thus arrayed, the divisions proceeded to their designated points,

every precaution having been adopted to prevent discovery The
movement was conducted with the utmost precision and correspon-
dency. When arriving within a few hundred yards of the expected
theatre of glory, the farm and house were seen, but no enemy.
The van of the horse galloping to the house, brought oil two of the
enemy's staff, who had been delayed in settling for the subsistence

of the detachment ; and hearing from the family, that lieutenant

colonel Tarleton would not advance above six miles fuither, Pick-

ens and Lee instantly proceeded towards him, hoping that fortune

would be more propitious upon the next occasion.

Thus did the bright prospects of the morning vanish, exciting of
itself deep chagrin ; rendered more galling, by finding that Tarle-

ton, believing himself perfectly secure, had been unusually remiss,

and would have been caught in a condition out of which neither skill

nor courage could have extricated him.

To give success, if possible, to this second attempt, it was de-

termined to pass as a reinforcement sent from Hillsborough to lieute-

nant colonel Tarleton; and the two prisoners being placed in the cen-
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tre of the caviilry, were charged (o condiicl themselves so ai5 to give
currency to the deception : in default of which, the seijpant hav.
ing the care of them, was directed to put t!iem to death inst;inti3^

The legion taking the lead, with the horse in front, heutenant col-

onel Lee put himself at its head, to direct oporations holh delicate

and important. This stratagem could not ftil of in)posing on the
countr}' people, however well acquainted thej might be with the
appearance of British troops, so far as respected ihe legion, inas-

much as both cavalry and infantry were dressed in short green coats,

with other distinctions exactly resembling some of the enemy's light

corps.

Lee's van officer preceding him a few hundred yards only, was met
by two well mounted 3'oung countrymen, who bemg acco-^ted in the
assumed character, promptly ans'vered, that they were rejoiced in

meeting us, having been sent forvvard by colonel Pyle for the pur-
pose oi' ascertaining Tarleton's camp, to whom the colonel was re-

pairing with four hundred loyalists. These youths were instantly

sent to Lieutenant colonel Lee, preceded by a dragoon, with the
information imparted. Immediately after the arrival of the dragoon,
Lee despatched his adjutant with the intelligence to brigadier Pick-

ens, requesting him to place his riflemen (easily to be distinguished

by the green twigs in their hats, the customary emblem of our mi-
litia in the south) on the left flank, out of sight ; which was readily

to be done, as we were then in a thick wood ; at the same time to

assure him that Lee was determined in conformity vvith the concerted
plan, to make an attempt with the legion, of turning the occurrence
to advantage The prisoners were also reminded as was the ser-

geant having them in care, of the past order. This communication
was scarcely tinished, before the two dragoons rode up with the

two countrymen, who were received with much apparent cordiality

by lieutenant colonel Lee, who listened tvith seeming satisfaction to

their annunciation of the laudable spirit which had actuated colonel

Pyle and his associates, and which they a'^serted was rapidlv spread-

insi through the country. Finding them conii)iel''iy deceived,(for they

not only believed the troops they saw to be British, but overlooking

what had been told them, look them to be Tarleton's, addressing

the commandant as that officer ;) Lee sent one of them back with

the two dragoons to his van, thence to proceed to colonel Pyle with

lieutenant colonel Tarleton's gratulations, and his request that he
would be so good as to draw out on the margin of the road, so as to

give convenient room for his much fatigued troops to pass without

delay to their night position, while the other was detained to accom-

pany the supposed Tarletoa. Orders were at the same time des-

patched to the van oflicer to halt as soon as he got in sight of the

loyalists.

As Lee approached his officer, who had halted, highly gratified

tvith the propitious prospect, and listening to the overflowings of

respect and devotion, falling incessantly from the lips of his young
attendant, his comrade, who had been sent to colonel Pyle, re-

turned with his expected compliance, announced in most respectful

terms.
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The column of hnrse now became complete by union with the
van, and culoncl Pvle was in siglu on the right of the road, drawn
up a? SMggested, wilh l)is left to the advancing column.* This last

circumstance was fortunate, as lieuletiant colonel Lee had concluded
to make known to the colonel his real character as soon as he should
confront him, with a solemn assurance of his and his associates'

perfect exemption from injury, and wilh the choice of returning to

their homes, or of takinc; n more generous part, by uniting with
the defenders ot their common country against the common foe.

By Pyle's lucky occupation of the right side of the road, it became
necessary for Lee to pass along the whole line of the loyalists be-
fore he could reach their colonel ; and thus to place his column of
horse in the most eligible situation for any vicissitude.

They were mounted like our militia, fitted like them to move on
horseback, and to fight dismounted. Tiieir guns (rifles and fowling
pieces) were on their shoulders, the muzzles consequently in an
opposite direction to the cavalry. In the event of discovery, they
must have changed the direction before they could fire,—a motion
not to be performed, with a body of dragoons close in with their
horses' heads and their swords drawn.
The danger of this rare expedient was by no means so great as it

appears to be on first view.
Lee passed along the line at the head of the column with a smiling

coun'cnance, dropping, occasionally, expressions complimentary to

the good looks and commendable conduct of his loyal friends. At
length he reached colonel Pyle, when the customary civilities were
promptly interchanged. Grasping Pyle by the hand Lee was in

the act of consummating his plan, when the enemy's left, discover-
ing Pickens's mililia, not sufficiently concealed, began to fire upon
the rear of the cavalry commanded by captain Eggleston. This
officer instantly turned upon the foe, as did immediately after the
whole column. 'J'he conflict was quickly decided, and bloody on
one side onI\'. Ninety of the royalists were killed, and most of the
survivors wounded. Dispersing in every direction, not being pur-
sued, they escaped. During this sudden rencontre, in some parts
of the line the cry of mercy was heard, coupled with assurance of
being our best friends ; but no expostulation could be admitted in a
conjuncture so critical. Humanity even borbad it, as its first injunc-
tion is to take care of your own safety : and our safety was not com-
patible with that of ihe supplicants, until disabled to ofi'end. Pyle.
falling under many wounds, was left on the field as dying, and yet
he survived. We lost not a man, and only one horse. The object
so sedulously pressed was thus a second time baffled. Tarleton.
within a mile, more fatally secure, if possible, than before, escaped

* Had Pyle accidental!}' arrayed upon the left of the road, he would have
been found on the right of his regiment, the flank first learhed by the column
of the horse. Some pretext must have been adopted to have moved on to the
other flank, so as to place the horse in the requisite posture, before lieutenant
colonel Lee could make the desired communication; therefore it was fortunate
that he should have chosen the side of the road on which he was found posted.
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the impending bluiv ; when to get at him a measure had been ha-

zarded, not warranted on ordinary occasions, but now enforced by
the double motive of sparing the hves of deluded fellow citizens,

and humbling effectual!}' the British partisan and his active corps,

whose destruction in the relative condition of the two armies would
have probiibly led to the termination of the war in the South.
Lord Cornwailis was at the head of a brave enterprising force, but
small m number ; too small, when reduced by the loss of Tarle-
ton's corps, to have made head against Greene, when assisted, as the
American general must have been, by the surrounding country,
animated to their best exertions by such signal succe^'s.*

The discomfiture of Pyle being soon effected, Lee ordered the
cavalry to resume its march, and to take post so as to arrest any
sudden interference on the part of lieutenant colonel Tarleton, who
must have heard the enemy's fire, and might probably interpose
with the expectation of controlling the event of the conflict.

Brigadier Pickens, following quickly, soon reached the van of the
legion, whose cavalry had approached in view of Tarleton's camp.
Then were seen incontestible evidences of tlie embarrassing confu-
sion which an unexpected enemy never fails to produce, even
among the best disciplined troops—demonstrating, without shadow
of doubt, our certain success, had Pyle and his party been, as they
ought to have been, at their own firesides. Hie sun was setting

;

and for some moments Pickens and Lee hesitated whether immediate
action was not, even at that hour, the eligible course. The troops
were fatigued by their long march, increased by preparation for two
combat* and the rencontre with Pyle. This consideration, combined
with the close approach of night, determined them to postpone bat-

tle until the morning. Moving to their left, they placed themselves
between the British and the upper country, on the great road lead-

ing tlirougli Tarleton's camp to Hillsborough. The advanced sen-

* Tliis transaction is tlius rircumstantially given to repel the unfounded stig-
rna attached to the officer and corps engaged with colonel Pyle. Mr. Stedman
(of whose impartiality and respect for truth I have acknowledged my convic-
tion) has from misinformation been led upon this occasion into a palpable mis-
take, or he would have refrained from the following observation :

" When at
lest it became manifest, they called out for quarter, hut no quarter was granted

;

and between two and three hundred of them were inhumanly butrliered while
in the act of begging for mercy. Humanity shudders at tlie recital of so foul a
massacre; hut cold and unfeeling policy avows it as the most effectual means
of intimidating the friends of loyal government." So far from its being a " foul
massacre,'' growing out of cold and unfeeling policy, it was not foul, and was
unintentional ; and one of the two corps of cavalry, lielonging to the army of
(ireene, was hazaided for the express purpose of preventing the necessity of
imbruing our hands in the blood of our fellow citizens. The fire commenced
upon us, and self-preservation commanded the limited destruction which ensued.
Only ninety of the loyalists were killed ; not between two and three hundred, as
Mr. Stedman states : and less than ninety could not have been spared from the
close condition of the dragoons, anrt the necessity of crushing resistance instant-
ly. Had the officer or corps been capable of massacre, it was only necessary
to have ordered pursuit, and not a man of the enemy would have escaped So
far from doing so, Lee resucned his march, leaving all thai had dispersed to se-
cure themselves without interruption.
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t'meh and the patroles were stationed every where in sight of each
otb<^r.

Here they heard from some countrymen, who, abandoning their

bouses on the enemy's advance, had fallen in with Pickens, that a

small party of militia had collected tor mutual safety a few miles in

the rear. A dragoon, attended by one of the informants, was im-

mediately despatched with a letter to the officer, requesting him to

hasten to camp ; more for the purpose of procuring accurate infor-

mation of the ground expected soon to be the theatre ef action, and

of furnishing faithful intelligent guides, lli;m from any expectation

of aid in battle. It so ha|)pencd, that with the militia company was
found colonel Preston, of Montgomery county in Virginia, just arriv-

ed at the head of three hundred hardy mountaineers, who, hearing

of Greene's retreat, had voluntarily hastened to his a«si«tance

—

ahke ignorant until that hour of the general's having recrossed the

Dan, and of Tarleton's corps being but a few miles in front.

The wisdom of the measure so speedily adopted by the comman-
der in the South, after securing his retreat, was again now happily

illustrated. It not only produced the annihilation of the first body

of loyalists which had embodied and armed, hut probably saved from

destruction a detachment of brave men, induced by love of country

to seek and to succour their hard pressed friends. Colonel Preston

accompanied the dragoon to cnmp, followed by his battalion of ritie*

men. Although Pickens and Lee were before determined to en-

gage, such an opportune, unlooked-for auxiliary force, could not but

excite new spirits in their troops, always proudly conscious of

ability. Preston, his officers and soldiers, spent their first hour in

gazing at the corps. They were niuch gratified with the orderly

appearance it universally exhibited, and particularly delighted with

the cheering looks of the dragoons, and the high condition of their

stout horses.

Our upper militia were never alarmed in meeting with equal num-

bers of British infantry. Selecting their own grotmd (which being

mounted they could readily do) before they would engage, they con-

sidered themsplves their equal ; but they entertained dreadful ap-

prehensions of the sabre of the cavalry, particularly when associated

with the name of Tarleton, who had, on many occasions, used it

with destructive effect. From this source was derived the satisfac-

tion expressed on reviewing the legion horse. They became con-

vinced, that no equal number of dragoons ought to excite the smal-

lest apprehensions on their part, and they were assured, that the

British cavalry was not only inferior in their horses, but very mtich

so in horsemanship. Thoroughly satisfied, these welcome auxilia-

ries retired to their post, responding with ardour the general wish

to be led to battle with the dawn of day. Every arrangement being

made to meet the approaching conflict, the troops assumed the dis-

position in which they were to fight, and laid down to rest.

From the intelligence procured it was ascertained, that the field

in which the British were encamped had three or four wood dwel-

ling-houses on the road near its centre, and was sufficiently capaci-
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ous to admit conveniently the major part ot the respective com-

batants to close action. The legion infantry, led by lieutenant

colonel Lee, marched along the road, for the purpose as before of

attending specially to the enemy's artillery, of which it has been

mentioned we were destitute. Oldham, with his Marylanders, ad-

vanced on the right, parallel with Lee ; and on his right, in a wood
skirting the field, brigadier Pickens moved, having under him some

of the same soldiers who had so nobly supported Howard's right at

the Cowpens. Colonel Preston covered Lee's left ; having also the

advantage of a copse of wood bordering the field in that direction,

and bemg completely secured on his flank by a very extensive mill

pond. The cavalry were formed in reserve, the head of the co-

lumn pointing to the interval between Oldham and Pickens, where

the field could bo enteretl out of fire from the houses should Tarle-

ton, as was apprehended, occupy them with musketry. Rudolph,

who commanded the horse, was directed to fly to the aid of any por-

tion of the troops hard pressed, as well as to be ready to improve

our, and to limit their, victory. Between the hours of two and

three in the morning, concurring intelligence was received from the

piquets and patroles, announcmg that the enemy was in motion, and

soon afterwards, that he was retiring.

The piquets being assembled by the officer of the day, were or-

dered to advance ;. while the main body, hastening to arms, follow-

ed with celerity. Anxious to know the cause of this sudden and

unexpected mavcment, an officer was directed to call at the houses

lately occupied by the enemy, for the purpose of inquiry. He re-

ported that lord Cornwallis, having been apprised of the advance

of Pickens and Lee, hastened his orders to lieutenant colonel Tarle-

toa, communicating the information he had received, and requiring

him to repass the Haw instantly ; which order the lieutenant colo-

nel very reluctantly obeyed. He further learned that Tarleton

and his officers were in high spirits, had enjoyed an abundant sup-

per together, and were anxiously wishing for the return of light,

determined to take complete revenge for the loss of Pyle ; and,

assured of victory, delighted themselves with the prospect of mount-

ing, in the course of the day, the chosen horses of the legion. So
solicitous lord Cornwallis appears to have been, that he despatched

three successive couriers, all of whom arrived ; the two last, just

as the British corps was ready to move. There were three con-

tiguous passage? of the Haw. The nearest within four miles, to be

passed in a boat, which, from the size of the flat kept at the ferry

and the narrowness of the river would not have been very incon-

venient : the infantry and artillery might have been thrown over
before daylight, and the cavalry would have readily swam across.

One mile below was another ferry, ahke commodious ; and seven
miles lower down was a ford, the same which both corps had used
the day before. The legion, accustomed to night expeditions, had
been in the habit of using pine torch for flambeaux. Supplied with

this, though the morning was dark, the enemy's trail was distinctly

discovered whenever a divergency took place in his route. He
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first took the roail leading to the upper ferry, the direct route to

Hillsborough ; hut it heitig always presumed thai he would avail

himself of the ford, though out of his way, the van olhcer took

care occasionally to examine, by (he help of his pine knots, and

soon ascertained, that after passing some small distance on that road,

he crossed to the second route. Here repeating his feint, he at

length turned to the road leading to the foid.

The diligence of the leading otftcer saved to the main body loss

of ground ; as the enemy's stratagem was detected before we reach-

ed the points of their separation from each road. As the day

broke, the American troops, pursuing with zeal, had reached with-

in two miles of the ford. The cavalry now takmg the front, sup-

ported by the riflemen, (all mounted) were ordered to press upoa

the enemy, and hold him back until the infintry could get up. Ije-

fore sunrise they gained the enemy's rear, descending the fiill to

the river, over which the main body having just passed, was placed

on a height commanding the ford, for the protection of the rear

guard. Too near to be struck at without rashly exposing the troops,

it was omitted ; much as it was desired to gain some evideHce of

our triumphant pursuit. At first Pickens and Lee determined, by

a quick retrograde, to pass at the ferry above, and to throw them-

selves in Tarleton's rear. This was effectible, in case he loitered

only one hour on the banks of the Haw, a very probable event.

But there was cause to apprehend, from the solicitude displav ed by

the Biitish general to bring him safely back, that he would send a

reinforcement to meet him. In this incertitude desire to give rest

to the troops prevailed ; and, keeping up the western margin

of the Haw, the corps halted in the first settlement capable

of supplying the necessary subsistence. Thus closed twenty-

four hours of very active service ; its chief object uneffected,

and a secondary one completely executed, which produced a very

Aivourable result, by repressing thoroughly the loyal spirit just be-

ginning to burst forth. Fortune, which sways so imperiously the

•affairs of war, demonstrated throughout the operation its supreme

control. Nothing was omitted on the part of the Americans to give

to the expedition the desired termination ; but the very bright pros-

jiects which for a time presented themselves, were suddenly over-

cast—the capricious goddess gave us Pyle and saved Tarleton.

General Greene, in pursuance of his plan, passed the Dan on

the 23d, strengthened in a small degree by the corps of militia un-

der Stevens, and took a direction towards the head waters of the

llaw river. He was highly gratified by the success of his advanced

troops, officially communicated to him after he had entered North

Carolina ; and was pleased to estimate the destruction of Pyle and

his loyalists as more advantageous in its eftects than would have been

a victory over lieutenant colonel Tarleion.

Soon after Tarleton returned to Hillsborough, the British general

quitted his position—moving with his whole force to the country

from which Tarleton had been just chased, for the purpose of giv-

ing complete protection to his numerous friends inhabiting the dis-
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frict between the Ha^v and Deep rivers, whose danger in attempt-

ing to join him while so distantly situated, had lately been fatally

exemplified. As soon ns this movement on the part of his lordship

was known to general Cireene, he again resorted to his former ex-

pedient, of placing a strong light corps between him and the enemy.
Colonel Williams was of course entrusted with its direction, who,
moving towards his lordship, directed Pickons and Lee, a part of

his establishment, to join hitn. Colonel Preston, ?tiH continuing

with Pickens, now mule a part of Williams's force. The return

of Greene to Noi th Carolina, and the destruction of colonel Pyle'a

loyalists, bafiled the !io|»es so long entertained by the British gene-

ral, and fast realizing after his possession of Hillsborough ; where,
in the course of one day, seven independent companies of loyalists

were raised. Lord Corii'.vallis's project of filling up his ranks with

the youth of North Carolina, which he pressed by every means in

his power, although suspended by the late event, was not abandon-

ed. Determined to etlect it, he had, as we have seen, left Hills-

borough, and placed himself among his friends, whose spirits he
wished to revive by some decisive success. Encamped upon the

Almance, he held himself ready to seize any opportunity which
might be presented, and heard with pleasure of the approach of
our light corps under colonel William?. This ofhcer was his first

object ; the next w;;j to force Greene to battle, which he believed

would be risked by the American general to save his light troops.

In the opinion of many, general Greene committed himself to much
hazard in his ne\vly adopted system. It was asked, why not con-
tinue in his safe position on the north of the Dan until, receiving all

his expected succour, he could pass into North Carolina, seeking,

instead of avoiding, his enemy. This safe and agreeable course
was relinquished from necessity. Greene penetrating Cornwallis's

view3, foresaw their certain success, if he remained long out of
the state, waiting for reinforcements himself. He discerned the
probability, that his enemy would acquire a greater proportionate

strength : with the essential dilference, that what we obtained would
be mostly militia, a fluctuating force ; whereas, that gained by the

enemy would stand to him throughout the contest.

To arrest the progress of this scheme, pursued with pertinacity

by the British general, it was necessary again to risk himself, his

army, and the South, He therefore passed the Dan as soon as it

was in his power ; depending on the resources of his fertile mind,
and the tried skill and courage of his faithful, though inferior, army.
Crossing the Haw near its source, the American general established
himself between Troublesome creek and Reedy fork. And chang-
ing his position every day, sometimes approaching colonel Williams,
and then falling back upon the Troublesome, he held Cornwallis in

perfect ignorance of his position, and stopped the possibility of sud-
den interruption. Showing himself in so many different quarters,
he considerably augmented the fears of the loyalists, who had not yet
recovered from the consternation produced by the slaughter of their
associates. Williams pursued the same desultory game, preserving

21
V
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corrc-sponilency in his movements with those of Greene.* A? yet

lord Coiiivviillis h.iii not tiecn able to tind any opportunity to execute

'bis purpose. \ViMiuins, more and niore satisfied of his safety from

hi!3 rfuperioiity m the tpi;ihly of liis cavalry, and wishing to take a

di:<l.ince vviience he could conveniently interrupt the British parlies

^hile collecliiijf provisions and fura<;;e, placet! himself a few miles on

•the east side of iieedy toi k, havini; ihe Almance creek between hitn

^nd the enemy. Lord Cornwallis well knew the superiority of our

'horse; feeling it daily in the counteraction of his efforts to obtain

intellij^< nee, so in^porlant in military operations. Indisposed to such

a near nei^^hbourhood with us, he moved from his camp at three

o'clock on the 6ih of March, and passing the Almance, pushed for-

ward under the cover of a heavy tog, with the expectation of beat-

'ina; up Williams's quarters. The left of the light troops were com-

»pose(l of nnlitia, wiio had lately joined under colonel Campbell, one

of the heroes of Kmi;'-* mountain, relieving brigadier Pickens and

the cor|is who had so f lithfuily adhered to general Greene during

the trying scene?: ju^t pa?sed. Campbell's militia were part of the

conqueiors ol t'erfius-on ; belter suited, as has been before observ-

ed, for the field of bailie than for the security of camp. In this

quarter, throu<;!i some remissness in the guards, and concealed by

the fig, lieutenant colonel Webster, commanding the British van,

approached close before he was discovered.

The alertness of the light troops soon recovered the momentary
disadvantage ; and the legion of Lee advancing to support Camp-
bell, the eneniy's van was held back, until colonel Williams, undi3-

turbed, commenced his retreat, directing the two corps above men-
tioned to cover his rear. Having crossed the Reedy fork, Williams

made a di-sposition, with a view of opposing the enemy's passage.

Campbell, following Williams, joined on the opposite banks—the

infantry of the legion proceeding in the rear of Campbell, followed

by the cavalry, which corps continued close to the enemy's advanc-

ing van Dining Ibis movement, Webster made several efTorts to

bring the rear guard to action, having under him the British cavalry.

All ins endeavours were successively counteracted by the celerity

and precision witii which the legion horse manwnvred ; establish-

ing evidently in the face of the enemy their decided superiority.!

As soon as lieutenant colonel Lee was apprised of the rear infantry's

passage over the river, he retired by troops from before Webster.

* On tlie 2(1 of March ihe legion anJ Preston's riflemen had a rencontre with

Tarleton, wliich general Greene in a despatch to general Washington thus no-

tices.—"On the 2ti, lieutenant colonel Lee, with a detachment of riflemen, at-

tacked the advance of the British army under Tarleton, and killed and wounded,

by report, about thirty of them '' See Tarleton's campaigns, p. 235.—Ed.

t No country in liie world affords better riders than the United States, espe-

cially the states south of Pennsylvania, The boys from seven years of age begin

to mount horses; riding without saddle, and often, in the fields, when sent for a
horse, without bridle. They go to mill on horseback, and perform all the other

small domestic services mounted. Thus they become so completely versed in

the art of riding by the time they reach puberty, as to equal the most expert

horsemen any where.
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in full 2;:\llop ; and reaching Ree<lj fork, soon unilpfl with colonel

Williams, iinniole?toil. There bc'i:i-^- convenient fords over the

creek, above and below, after Williams had safely brought over his

cori)s, hl^ determined no longer to couiintie in hi« position Resum-

ing retreat, he left the legion supported by colonel Campbell, nitli

orders to ret.ird the enemy as long as it wis practicable, without ha-

zarding serioii3 injury. Lieutenant colonel ^ee, h iving detached

a company of Preston's militia to gnard the pass at Wetzelfs mill, a

little distance upon his left, drew iiji his infantry in one line, with its

right on the road, and its front par.dlel with the creek ; while the

rillemen under colonels Campbell and Preston, occupied a copse of

heavy woods on the right of the road, with their left resting upon

the right of tlie legion infantry.

The horse formed a second line in a field well situated to curb

the progress of the British cavalry, should it piess u[)on the first

line when retiring, and to protect the horses of the militia, tied at

some distance back, agreeably to usage. On the first ai)pearance

of the enemy colonel Williams despatched a couiier to Greene,

communicating what had passed, and advising him of the couise he

should pursue after crossing the Reedy fork. Unwilling to approx-

imate Greene, this officer moved slowly, vvaiting the disclosure of

the enemy's intention. Should he halt on the opposite side of the

creek, colonel Williams would lake his niglit poMtion within a ifvf

miles of Wetzell's mill, giving time to the troops to prepare food be-

fore dark ; but should (he enemy advance to the hither side, he

would necessarily continue his retreat, however much opposed to

his wishes. This state of suspense lasted but a little while. The
British van appeared ; and after a halt for a few minutes on the op-

posite bank, descended the hill approaching the water, where, re-

ceiving a heavy tire of musketry and rilles, it fell back, and quickly-

reascending, was rallied on the margin of the bank. Here a field

officer rode up, and in a loud voice addressed his soldiers, then rush-

ed down the hill at their head, and plunged into the water, our tire

jiouring upon him. In the woods occupied by the rillemen, stood an

old log school house, a little to the right of the ford. The mud
stuffed between the logs had mostly fdlen out, and the apertures ad-

mitted the use of titles with ease. In this house twenty-five select

marksmen, of King's mountain militia, were posted by Lee, with or-

ders to forego taking any part in the general resistance, but to hold

themselves in reserve for particular objects. The leading officer

plunging in the water, attracted general notice ; and the school-

house party, recollecting its order, singled him out as their mark.

The stream being deep, and the bottom rugged, he advanced slow-

ly ; hid soldiers on each side of him, and apparently some of them

holding his stirrup leathers. This select party discharged their rifles

at him, one by one, each man sure of knocking him over ; and having

reloaded, eight or nine of them emptied their guns a second time at

the same object.* Strange to tell, though in a condition so perilous,

• The twenty-five riflemen were selected from their superior excellence as

oiarkimon. It wai no uncommon amusement among them to put an apple on
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liimself and horse were utilouched ; and having crossed the creek,

he soon formed his troops, and advanced u|)on us. The moment
tliat the head o{ his column got under cover of our banks, lieutenant

colonel Lee directed the line lo retire from ils flanks, and gain the

rear of the cavalry. In the skirmish which ensued in our centre,

after some of the enemy ascended the bank, tliiee or four prisoners

fell into our hands. The enemy's column being now formed, soon

dislodged our centre ; ami |U)shing Lee, came in front of the caval-

ry. Here it paused, until the British horse, which followed the in-

fantry, passed the creek, and took post on the enemy's right—the

nearest point to the road, which we must necessarily take. This

attitude indicated a decision to interrupt our retreat ; at all events

lo cut off our rear.

Lee ordered Rudolph to incline in an oblique direction to his left;

and, gaining the road, to wait the expected charge. Tarleton ad-

vanced with his cavalry, followed by Webster. The legion infantry,

close in the rear of the riflemen, had now entered the road, con-

siderably advanced lowanls colonel Williams, still waiting in his

jjosition first taken for night quarters, and afterwards held to pro-

tect the rearguard. Rudolph, with the cavalry, was drawn off,

moving slowly, with orders lo turn upon the British horse if they

should risk a charge.

It was novv late in the evening, and nothing more was attempted.

The British halted on the ground selected by Williams for our use,

which he had abandoned. Having proceeded some miles further,

he encamped on the northeast side of a range of hills covered with

wood, some distance from the road : thus our tires were concealed

from view, while the margin of the road and every avenue to our

cam^j was vigilantly guarded.

General Greene, as soon as he was advised in the morning of the

enemy's advance, retired and passed the Haw ; repeating, in his

answer, his order to colonel Williams to avoid action, which he

well knew was very practicable, unless our cavalry should meet

with disaster. As soon as all appearances of further contest ceased,

the prisoners, as was customary, were brought to the commandant
;

who, among other inquiries, asked, what officer led the enemy into

the creek, and crossed with the leading section of the column ? He
"was told, that it was lieutenant colonel W^ebster ; and that he had

passed unhurt.

Inscrutable are the ways of Providence. That superior soldier,

whose life was in such imminent danger, was novv safely shielded,

though doomed to fall in a very few days.

Lord Cornwallis, finding that his attempt to bring Greene to ac-

tion issued only in wearing down his brave army, and convinced

the point of a ramrod, and holding it in the hand with the arm extended, to per-

mit their comrades, l^iiown to be expert, to fire at it; when mauy balls would

pass through the apple ; and yet lieutenant colonel Webster, mounted upon a

stout hors-e, in point blank shot, slowly moving through a deep water course, was
singled out by ihi^ party, who fired, sereatim, thirty-two or three times at him,

and neither ttruck him nor his horse.
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that William? was unassailable so long as he preserved his superi-
ority in cavalry, withdrew towards Bell's mill, on Deep river, with
the resolution of restoring, by rest, the strength of his troops, and
of holding it up for that decisive day, which, from his knowledge
of the character of his adversary, he was assured would arrive as

soon as he had acquired his expected reinforcements. The last

ten days presented a very interesting and edifying scene. Two
generals of high talents, ardently supported by their respective,
armies, contending, by a series of daring manoeuvres, for avast
prize, which either might have lost by one false step. Had Corn-
w-allis rifUed any partial operations against Williams, the destruction

of the assailing corps would have led to the capture of the British

army ; whereas, had Greene, by incorrect intelligence or mistaken
calculations, placed himself within reach of the British general,

our army would have been cut to pieces. The loyalists looked on
with anxious solicitude ; and, linding that all the efforts of the royal

leader were unavailing,—the .'imerican army retaining its ground,
and its active cavalry penetrating in every direction,—they recurr-

ed to past admonition, and determined to repress their zeal, and to

wait in quietude until the British superiority should be manifested

by <ignal success.

Thus the American general completely succeeded in his object,

adding a new claim to the high contidence already acquired, and
leaving it doul)tful which most to admire,—his sagacity in counsel,

his promptitude in decision, or his boldness and skill in execution.

In this position, at the iron works on Troublesome creek, general

Greene received the pleasing intelligence, that his reinforcements

and supplies were approaching ; and hearing at the same time from
colonel Williams, that lord Cornwallis had retired from the contest

of skill, he determined to give repose to his troops and wait for his

long expected succour. In a few days the new levies under colo-

nel Green, and the militia from Virginia under brigadier general

Lawson, with a part of the supplies and stores so much wanted,
reached camp. The levies were distributed in the regiments of

Virginia, commanded by colonel Green and lieutenant colonel

Hawes. The militia being united to those collected by Stevens
while at Halifax court-house, were divided into two brigades, under
th"? direction of that general, and brigadier Lawson ; who, like Ste-

vens, had commanded a continental regiment, and with many other
brave and active officers, had been left without troops by the com-
pression of our regular corps

;
yet being unwilling to abandon the

service of their country, still in jeopardy, they both had offered

to take command of the militia.

Soon afterward came in the North Carolina force, led by the
brigadiers Butler and Eaton Previously colonels Oampbell and
Preston and Lynch* had joined, whose united corps did not exceed

* Colonels Campbell and Preston had been with the light troops for some
days ; succeeding the corps under brigadier Pickens, now returned home. Col-
onel L)'nch had lately joined, commanding one of the battalions of the Virginia
militia, which arrived under brigadier Lawson,
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six hundred rank and file. Our force now was estimated at four

thousand live hundred, horse, foot, and artillery ; of which, the

contiaental portion did not amount to quite one thousand six hun-

dred. To acquaint himself with the character of hib late acce-sioo

ot troops, and to make ready the many requisite preparations for

service, the general continued in hi« position at the iron works,

having drawn in most of the light corps. The l*>gion of Lee, and

the Virginia militia attached to it under the colonels Preston and

Campbell, still hovered around the enemy under the direction of

lieutenant colonel Lee.

The American dragoons, far superior in the ahility of their

horses, stuck so close to the Drilish camp as to render their inter-

course with the country very dithcult, and subjected the British

general to many inconvenience?, besides interrupting his acquire-

ment of intelligence.

No equal party of the enemy's horse would dare to encounter

them; and if a superior force approached, the fleetness of their

horses mocked pursuit. Feeling his privations daily, lord Corn-

wallis, leaving his baggage to follow, made a sudden movement

late in the evening from Bell> mill towards New Garden, a quaker

settlement, abounding with forage and provisions. Some of the

small parties of the legion horse, traversing in every quarter, one

of them approached Bell's mill, and found it abandoned. When
informed by the inhabitants that the baggage had but lately proceed-

ed under a very small escort, the oflicer commanding the horse de-

termined to trace secretly the progress of its march. It so hap-

pened, that early in the night the escort with the whole baggage

^ni^took the road; proceeding directly on, instead of turning towards

New Garden. Fortunately the vigilant officer discovered this er-

ror ; and havmg ascertained the fact beyond doubt, he despatched

a courier to lieutenant colonel Lee with the information, attended

by two guides well acquainted with the route taken by the British

army, that taken by the escort and the intermediate cioss-roads.

The intelligence reached Lee about eleven o'clock, (later than was

expected) as he had, from the advance of the enemy, taken a more

distant position. Instantly the legion horse, with two companies of

infantry mounted behind two of the troops, were put in motion :

lieutenant colonel Lee taking the guides sent to him, advanced with

the certain expectation of fdling in with the lost escort. The night

was extremely dark, and the country covered with woods ; bu( the

guides were fiithful. intelligent, and intimately versed in all the

roads, bye-roads, and even paths. Estimating the distance to march

by their computation, it did not exceed nine miles, which we

reckoned, dark as was the night, to make in two hours. Pushing

on with all practicable despatch, the tirst hour brought us to a large

road : this the guides passed, leading the detachment again into a

thick wood. Here we continued another hour ; when, finding no

road, doubts began to be entertained by the guides, which issued

at last in attempting to return to the very road they had pas«ed, it

being concluded to be the one desired. Unhappily they became
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bewildered, after changing their course, sometimes to the right,

sometimes to the left ; ever believing every change would surely

bring us to our desired route, and yet always disappointed

At length with great anxiety they proposed a halt, while them-
selves, accompanied by a few dragoons, should take different di-

rections on our flanks in search of a house. This was readily ac-

ceded to, and the detachment dismounted, having not before halted.

In the space of an hour one of thera returned, and shortly after the

other, both without success. It was now three o'clock, as well as

we could make out the time by feeling the hour and minute-hands

of our watches. Again we mounted, and again moved as our guides

directed ; more and more bewildered, and more and more distress-

ed
j
persevering, and yet in vain. Lieutenant colonel Lee appre-

hensive that the detachment might be carried too remote from the

place assigned for junction in the morning with the militia under
Campbell, again halted and dismounted, determining to wait for the

light of day. It at last to our great joy appeared ; and even then

our guides were so completely out of their reckoning, as to detain

us a long time in the woods before they were satisfied of the course

to be taken.

By examining the bark of the trees they ascertained the north,

and thus recovered their knowledge of our locality. We were
within a mile of the road we had crossed, and which turned out to

be the very road desired. When we passed it the enemy were, as

was afterwards ascertained, two miles only on our right, as much
bewildered as ourselves. For finding that they had not reached
camp within the period expected, calculating time from distance

;

and knowing that iVew Garden must be upon their left ; they took a
cross road which offered, and soon found themselves encompassed
with new difhculties—fdlen trees, and cross-ways as large as the

road they had pursued :—when the officer determined to halt and
wait for day. Lord Cornwallis became extremely alarmed for the

safety of his baggage ; despatctiing parties of horse and foot in vari-

ous directions to fall in with it, and detaching in the rear of these

parties a strong corps to reinforce the escort. Not one of the vari-

ous detachments either met with the escort or with Lee. As soon

as it was light, the officer having charge of the baggage retraced

his steps ; and shortly after gaining the road he had left in the night,

fell in with the last detachment sent by lord Cornwallis, and with it

safely reached the British camp ; while heutenant colonel Lee and

his harassed legion, with his afflicted guides, much mortified, joined

Campbell.* Here he found orders from general Greene, now

Upon Lee's junction with Campbell, he found a packet from general Gteen*

to lord Cornwallis, which he sent off the ensuing morning by cornet Middleton,

of South Carolina, with a flag. The cornet reached the British piquet just af-

ter the captain had breakfasted, and was politely invited to take breakfast, while

the packet for his lordship should be sent to headquarters, from whence a reply

would be forw arded, if requisite, which Middleton could convey. Cornwallis

was on hie rounds, agreeably to his custom; and soon after Middleton had fin-

ished his breakfast, called at the piquet, when he was informed bv the captain,

of the packet from general Greene, with his detention of tha officer for the an-



168 Memoirs of the War in the

nearly prepared for forward movement, to return to camp. The
British general remained in his new position ; enjoying, without in-

terruption, the wholesome supplies with which this fertile .settle-

ment abounded. Lee having proceeded towards the iron works,

found the American army on the Mth at Guilford court-house, dis-

tant about twelve miles from the enemy ; and was immediately ad-

vanced on the road towards the qu;iker meetinghouse, with orders

to post himself within two or three miles of the court house, an.i to

resume his accustomed- duties. Lieutenant Heard, of the lf>;fiori

cavalry, was detached in the evening with a party of dragoons to

place himself near the British camp, and to report from time to

time such occurrences as might happen. About two in the morn-

ing this officer communicated, that a large body ot horse were ap-

proaching the meetinghouse, which was not more than six miles

from our headquarters, and near the point where the road from

Deep river intersects the great road leading from Sidisbury to Vir-

gmia. The intelligence received was instantly forwarded to the

general, and Hoard was directed to proceed with a few of his dra-

goons down the flank of the enemy to discover whether the British

army was in motion, leaving his second to hold their front. Hear-

ing from Heard, agreeably to rule, every half hour, it was known,

that the enemy continued, though slowly, to approach ; and at

length he communicated, that his various attempts to pass down the

flank as directed, had proved abortive, having been uniformly in-

terrupted by patroles ranging far from the line of march
;
yet that

he was persuaded that he heard the rumbling of wheels, which in-

dicated a general movement. This being made known to general

Greene, Lee was directed to advance with his cavalry, to bear

down these interruptions, and to ascertain the truth. Expecting

battle as soon as Heard's last information was received, the van was

called to arms at four in the morning, and to take breakfast with all

practicable haste. This had just been finished, when the last men-

tioned order from the general was communicated. Lieutenant colo-

nel Lee instantly mounted, and took the road to the enemy, at the

head of the horse, having directed the infantry and the rifle miili-

swer, if any was requisite. His lortibhip flismouiiting, entered tlie captain's

ciuartevs, where cornet Middleton was introduced to liin). Presuming from liis

ilress that he belonged to Lee's legion, he asited if he did not belong to that

corps ; and being answered in the affirmative, with a smile lie significantly in-

quired where it had been the preceding night. The amiable Middleton, some-

what surprised and confounded at a query so unexpected, with evident confu-

sion replied, that it had not been far off. Upon which lord Cornwallis famili-

arly said, the object of his inquiry was unimportant, the matter to which it re-

lated being past; and that he asked the information to gratify his curiosity.

Middleton blushing, then told him, that lieutenant colonel Lee had received

intelligence of his lordship's escort, with the baggage and stores, being lost in

the ni'Jht and instantly procpeded in the expectation of putting them in the right

course. This idea tickling the British general, he laughingly asked, " well,

why did he not do it." Because, says Middleton, we got lost ourselves ; tra-

versing the roads all night, and as it appeared afterwards within two miles of

our much desired piise. Turning to his aids, Cornwallis said, "you see I wag

pQt mistaken,"
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tia to follow, the first on his right, and the second on his left.

The cavalry had not proceeded above two miles, when Lee was met
by lieutenant Heard and his party, who were retiring, followed lei-

surely by the enemy's horse. Wishing to approach nearer lo

Greene, and at all events to gain the proximity of the rifle militia

and legion infsntry, lest the British army might be up, as was sus-

pected, Lee ordered the column to retire by troops, taking the pro-
per distance for open evolution. The rear troop under Rudolph
going off in full gallop, and followed in like manner by the centre
troop under Eggleston, the Biitish commandant flattered himself
with converting this retrograde movement iuto rout, and pressed
upon the front under Armstrong, still in a walk, it being necessary
to gain the open order required, that this otljrer should not change
his pace. With him was lieutenant colonel Lee, attentively watch-
ing ti)e British progress. Finding that the charge did not affect

Armstrong's troop, now the rear, the enemy emptied their pisiols,

and then raising a shout, pushed a second time upon Armstrong
;

who, remaining suiien.as before, the leading section having nearly

closed with us, drew up.

At this moment, Lee ordering a charge, the dragoons came in-

stantly to the right about, and, in close column, rushed upon the

foe. This meeting happened in a long lane, with very high curved
fences on each side of the road, which admitted but one section in

front. The charge was ordered by Lee, from conviction that he"

should trample his enemy under foot, it he dared to meet the

shock ; and thus gain an easy and complete victory. But only the

frsjnt section of each corps closed, Tarleton sounding a retreat, the

moment he discovered the column in charge. The whole of the

enemy's section wa:^ dismounted, and many of the horses prostrat-

ed ;* some of the dragoons killed, the rest made prisoners : not a

single American soldier or horse injured. Tarleton retired with

celerity ; and getting out ••f the lane, took an obscure way leading

directly across the Salisbury road towards the British camp—while

Lee, well acquainted with the country, followed the common route

by the quaker meeting-house, with a view to sever the Brilish lieu-

tenant colonel from his army, by holding him well upon hi- left, and
with the determination to gain his front, and then to press directly

upon him with his condensed force ; and thus place his horse be-

tween Tarleton and Cornwallis, presumed to be some distance be-

hind. By endeavouring to take the whole detachment, he permit-

ted the whole to escape ; whereas, had he continued to press on

•This is not stated with a view to extol one, or disparage the other corps;

but merely to state the fact. I/ieutenaut colonel Tarleton was obliged to use

such horses as he could get ; whereas his opponent had the whole South to select

out of. The consequence was, the British dragoons were mounted upon small

weak horses: those of the legion on stout, active horses, and kept in the highest

condition. When they met, the momentum of the one must crush iiie other;

and if the latter fled, he could not escape from his enemy, so excellently mount-
ed. There was very little credit, with such superior means, due lo the Ameri-
cans upon victory ; whereas, the disgrace of defeat would have been extreme,

and Lee's corps ought to have been decimated.

22
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the rear, he must have taken many. As Lee, with his column in

full speed, got up to the meeting- house, the Hritieh guards had just

reached it ; and displaying in a moment, gave the Aojeiican cavalry

a clo^e and general tire.* The sun had just risen above the trees,

and shining bright, the refulgence from the British muskets, as the

soldiers pieseiited, frightened Lee's horse so as to compel him to

throw himself ofl\ Instantly remounting another, he ordered a re-

treat. This manceuvre was speedily executed ; and while the cav-

alry were retiring, the legion infantry came running up with trailed

arm*, and opened a well aimed fire upon the guards, which was

followed in a few minutes by a volley from the riflemen under col-

onel Campbell, w ho had taken post on the left of the infantry. The
action became very sharp, and was bravely maintained on both

sides. t The cavalry having formed again in column, and Lee being

convinced, from the appearance of the guard?, that CornwalUs was

not far in the rear, drew off his infantry ; and covering ihem from

any attempt of the British horse, retiied towards the Americaa

army. General Greene, being immediately advised of what had

passed, prepared for battle ; not doubling, that the long avoided,

now wished for, hour was at hand.

Gnilford court house, erected near the great state road, is situat-

ed on the brow of a declivity, which descends gradually with an

"undulating slope for about a half mile. It terminates in a small

vale, intersected by a rivulet. On the right of the road is open

ground with some few copses of wood until you gain the last step

of the descent, where you see thick glades of brushy wood reach-

ing across the rivulet. On the left of the road tVom the court-

ThiB was not at J^*ew Garden meeting-house, whiili was twelve miles from

Guilford, and from which Cornwallis had moved at the dawn of day. It was now

about one hour after sun rise—" the sun had just lisen above the trees;" and

Cornwallis in his repoit, says this affair happene . about four miles from Guillord ;

that is, about eight miles from New Garden meeting-house. Colonel Howard

eonfirms this estimate of distance, for he says the firing was distinctly heard at

Guilfoid. It was probably therefore a meeting-house of less notoriety than that

flt New Garden.
(JaptaJn Tate, who commanded a company of Virginia militia, at the battle

of the Cowprns, and shared in the memorable charge of Howard, was attach-

ed to Lee's party on this occasion, and had his thigh broken.—Ed.

tThe Biitish 8ustained a much heavier loss in killed and wounded than we

did. His fire was innocent, overshooting the cavalry entirely ; whose raps and

accoutrements were all struck with green twigs, cut by the British ball out of

the large oaUs in the meeting-house yard, under which the cavalry received the

volley from the guards. Some of the infantry and riflemen were killed, and

more wounded : among them was lieuienant Snowden, of the legion infantry,

Avho, with most of the wounded, was necessarily left on the field.

Lee, after the battle of Guilford, wrote to lieutenant colonel Tarleton, asking

his care of the wounded of the legion and rifle corps ; U being common for offi-

cer-, in the habit of meeting in the course of service, mutually to solicit such

favours. Tarleton very politely answered by an amanuensis, that he would,

with pleasure, execute the request ; and apologised for not writing himself; say^

ing, that he had received a ball in his right hand in our morning rencontre.

Captain Schutz, af the guards, was badly wounded, with other officers and sol-

diers of that corpi.
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house, n deep forest of lofty (rees, which terminates nearly in a

line with the termination of the field on the opposite side of the

road. Below this forest is a ?mall piece of open ground, which

appeared to have been cultivated in corn the preceding summer.

This small tield was long, but narrow, reaching close to the swamp
bordering upon the rivulet.

In the road captain Singleton was posted, in a line with the ter-

mination of the large tield and the commencement of the small one,

with two six pounders within close shot of the rivulet, where the

enemy, keeping the road, would pass. Across the road on his left,

some few yvirds in his rear, the North Carolina militia were ranged

under generals Builer and Ea'on. M some distance behind this

line, the Virginia militia, led by the generals Stevens and Lawson,

were formed in a deep wood ; the right flank of Stevens and the

left flank of Latvson resting on the great road. The continental

infantry, consistmg of four regiments, were drawn up in the rear

of the Virginia militia, in the tield to the right of the road
;
the

two regiments of Virginia, conducted by colonel Green and lieute-

nant colonel Hawes, under the order ot brigadier Huger, com-

posing the right ; and the two of Maryland, led by colonel Gunby
and lieutenant colonel Ford, under the orders of colonel Williams,

composing the left. Of these, only the regiment of Gunby was

veteran ; the three others were composed of new soldiers, amdng
whom- were mingled a few who had served from the beginning of

the war ; but all the ollicers were experienced and approved.

Greene, well informed of his enemy's inferiority in number, knew
he could present but one line, and had therefore no reserve ; con-

sidering it injudicious to weaken either of his lines by forming one.

On the right, lieutenant colonel Washington, with his cavalry, the

old Delaware company under the brave captain Kirkwood, and col-

onel Lynch with a battalion of V^irginia militia, was posted, with or-

ders to' hold safe that flank. For the same purpose, and with the

same orders, lieutenant colonel Lee was stationed on the let\ flarrk

with his legion and the Virginia riflemen commanded by colonel

Campbell.
In the rear line our small park was placed, with the exception of

two sixes with captain Singleton,—who was now with the front hne,

but directed to repair to the rear as soon as the enemy should enter

into close battle, and there take his assigned station.

As soon as the British van appeared. Singleton opened a cannonade

upon it,—convincing lord Cornwallis ot his proximity to the Amer-

ican army. Lieutenant M'Cleod, commanding the royal artillery,

hastened up with two pieces, and, stationing himself in the road

near the rivulet, returned our tire. Thus the action commenced :

the British general in the mean time arranging his army in order of

battle. Although he could form but one full line, he took the reso-

lution of attacking an able general advantageously posted, with a

force more than double, a portion whereof he knew to be excellent,

supported by cavalry of the first character. Yet such was his con-

dition, that lord Cornwallis was highly gratified with having it in
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his power, even on ^uch lerms, to appeal to the sword. The se-

venl\-tii?t, with the rej^iment of Bo-e, formed his rij;ht under the

order of major general Leslie ; liis left was composed of the twen-

ty third and tliirt}'-third regiments, led by lieutenant colonel Web-
ster

The royal artillery, directed hy lieutenant M'Cleod, and sup-

ported by the light infantry of the guard:^ and the yagers, moved

along the road m the centre. The first battalion of guards, under

lieutenant colonel Norton, gave support to the right. While brig-

adier O'Hava, with the grenadiers and second battalion of guards,

maintained the left. Lieutenant colonel Tarleton, with the cavalry

in column, formed the reserve on the road, in the rear of the ar-

tillery.

The moment the head of the British column passed the rivulet,

the different corps, m quick step, deployed to the right and left,

and soon were ranged in line of battle.

Leslie instantly advanced upon the North Carolina militia.

These troops were most advatitageouly posted under cover of a rail

fence, along the margin of the woods ; and Campbell's riflemen

and ihe legion infantry connected in line with the North Carolina

militia, turning with the fence as it approached the rivulet, raked

by their fire the right of the British wing, entirely uncovered :
—

the legion cavalry, in the woods, in a column pointing to the angu-

lar corner of the fence ready to support the militia on its right, or

the infantry of the legion to its left. The appearance in this quar-

ter was so favourable that sanguine hopes were entertained by ma-

ny of the officers, from the manifest advantage possessed of break-

ing down the enemy's right before he approached the fence ; and

the troops exhibited the appearance of great zeal and alacrity.

Lieutenant colonel Webster took his part with his usual ability,

—

moving upon the V^irginia militia, who were not so advantageously

posted as their comrades of North Carolina, yet gave every indica-

tion of maintaining their ground with obstinacy.* S'evens, to give

efficacy to this temper, and stung with the recollection of their in-

glorious flight in the battle of Camden, had placed a line of senti-

nels in his rear with orders to shoot every man that flinched.

When the enemy came within long shot, the American line, by

order, began to tire. Undismayed, the British continued to ad-

vance ; md having reached a proper distance, discharged their

pieces and rent the air with shouts. To our infinite distress and

mortification, the North Carolina militia look to flight, a few only of

* Greene's first line was inferior in numbers and extent of front to tiis second,

and -ippears to have been posted raiher more to Ills right. The movement of

Wtbster, isnot clearly described however in tlie text, for before he could reach the

Virginians or second line, he must have approached and dispersed the right wing

of the first line; which was in his front, and was flankeii by lieutenant colonel

Was^hingloo's party. This was speedily done, and then his movement was
" upon the Virginia militia." The author having been first engaged by the

advance .if t'le Bniish right, does niu ajipear to have fomied a distinct concep-

tion of the beginning of the action on the ojiposite wing.—Ed.
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Eaton's brigade excepted, who clung to the militia under Caaii^bell;

which, with the legion, mantull}' mamlamed iheir ground. JLveiy

effort was made b) the generals Butler and Eaiun, assisted by colo-

nel Davie, commissar)' general, with many ot the oiiicers oi every

gride, to stop this unaccountable panic ; lor not a man oi the corps

had been killed, or even wounded. Lieutenant colonel Lee jomed

in the attempt to rally the fugitives, threatening to lali opon ihem

with his cavalry. AH was vain,—sO thorougnl> cunlounued were

these unhappy men, that throwing away arms, knap.-5ack.-, and even

canteens, they rushed like a torrent headlong tiuougn ihe wuods.

In the mean time the British right became su lujuicu uy the keeu

and advantageous contest still upheld by Camplieii and me iegion,

as to render it necessary for Leslie to order into hue ihe support

under lieutenant colonel Norton, a decided prool ol the diihcult

condition to which he must have been so.>o reiioced, bad liie North

Carolina militia done their duty. The chasm in our order ul oattle,

produced by this base desertion, was extremely deuiiuental in its

consequences ; for being seized by Leslie, it threw the corps of

Lee out of combination with the army, and also exposed it to de-

struction. General Leslie, turning the regiment ol bose, wilh the

battalion of guards, upon Lee, pressed forward iumself wiin the

seventy-first to cover the right of VVelJsler,—now keenly engaged

with the Virginia militia ; and seized l!ie most advantageous po-

sition, which he preserved through the battle. Nooie was the

stand of the Virginia militia ; Stevens and Lawson, with their laith-

ful brigades, contending for victory agauisl the best olficer in the

British army, at the head of two regiments, distinguished for ia-

trepidity and discipline ; and so firmly did they maintain the battle

(secured on their flank by the position taken by Washington, who,

anxious to contribute to the aid of his brave countrymen, introduced

Lynch's battalion of riflemen upon the fl.mk of Webster, already

fully engaged in front) that brigadier O'Hara, with the grenadiers

and second battalion of the guards were brought into the line in

support of Webster. As soon as this assistance was felt, lieuleiuuit

colonel Webster, turning the thirty-third upon Lynch, relieved

his flank of all annoyance ; and instantly O'Hara, advancing with

the remainder of the left wing with fixed bayonets, aided by the

seventy-first under Leslie, compelled first Lawson's brigade and

then Stevens to abandon the contest. Unhappily the latter gene-

ral received a ball through his thigh, which accelerated not a lit-

tle the retreat of his brigade. The militia no longer presented

even the show ol resistance : nevertheless, such had been the

resolution with which the corps under Lee, sustaining itself on the

left against the first battalion of guards and the regiment of Bose,

and so bravely did the Virginia militia support the action on the

right, that, notwithstanding the injurious desertion of the first line

without exchanging a shot, every corps of the British army, ex-

cept the cavalry, had been necessarily brought into battle, and many
of them had suffered severely . It cannot be doubted, had the North
Carolina militia rivalled that of Virginia upon thia occasion, that lord
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Cornwallis must have been defeated ; and even now the continentAj

Iroopn being in full vigour, and our cavalry uulmrl, there was good

ground to expect victory.

Persevering in his delerinination to die or conquer, the British

general did not stop to concentrate his force, but pressed forward to

break our third line. The action, never intertnittingon his right, was

Still sternly maintained by colonel Norton's battalion of guards, and

the regiment of l»ose, with the rille militia and the legion infantry
;

90 that this portion of the British force could not be brought to bear

upon the third line, supported by colonel Washington at the head

of the horse, and Kirkwood's Delaware company. General Greene

was well pleased with the present prospect, and flattering himself

with a happy conclusion, passed along the line, exhorting his troops

to give the tinishing blow. Webster, hastening over the ground

occupied by the Virginia militia, sought with zeal the continental

line, and [)resently approached it.s right wing. Here was posted

the tirst regiment of Maryland, commanded by colonel Gunliy, hav-

ing tmder him lieutenant colonel Howard. The enemy rushed

into close fire ; but so firmly was he received by this body of vet-

erans, supported by Hawe's regiment of Virginia and Kirkwood's

company of Delawares, (being weakened in his contest with Ste-

ven's brigade, and as yet unsupported, the troops to bis right not

having advanced from inequality of ground or other impediments)

that with equal rapidity he was compelled to recoil from the shock.

Recrossing a ravine in his rear, Webster occupied an advanta-

geous height, waiting for the approach of the rest of the line.

Very soon lieutenant colonel Shiurt, with the tirst battalion of

guards, appeared in the open field, followed successively by the

remaining corps, all anxious to unite in the last effort. Stuart,

discovering Ford's regiment of Maryland on the left of the first

regiment, and a small copse of wood concealing Gunby, pushed for-

ward upon Ford, who was strengthened by captain Fmley with two

six pounders. Colonel Williams, commanding the Maryland line,

charmed with the late demeanor of the first regiment, hastened to-

wards the second, expecting a similar display, and prepared to

combine his whole force with all practicable celerity ; when, unac-

countably, the second regiment gave way, abandoning to the enemy
the two field pieces.

Gunby being left free by Webster's recession, wheeled to his

left upon Stuart, who was pursuing the flying second regiment.

Here the action was well fought ; each corps manfully struggling

for victory ; wlien lieutenant colonel Washington, who had, upon

the discomfiture of the Virginia militia, placed himself upon the

flank of the continentals, agreeably to the order of battle, pressed

forward with his cavalry.

Stuart beginning to give ground, Washington fell upon him sword

in hand, followed by Howard with fixed bayonets, now command-
ing the regiment in consequence of Gunby being dismounted. This

combined operation was irresistable. Stuart fell by the sword of

raptain Smith, of the fiist regiment ; the two field pieces were
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recovered ; hia battalion driven back with slaughter,—its renaains

being saved by the British artillery, which, to stop the ardent pur-

suit of Washington* and Howard, opened upon friends as well as

foe3 ; for Cornwallis, seeing the vigorous advance of these two of-

ficers, determined to arrest their progress, though every ball, lev-

elled at them, must pass through the llying guards. Checked I)y

this cannonade, and discovering one regiment passing from the

woods on the enemy's right, across the road, and another advancing

in front, Howard believing himself to be out of support, retired,

followed by Washington.

To these two regiments, (which were the seventy-tiist, which
general Leslie had so judiciously conducted at'ler the ignominious

flight of the North Carolina militia, and the twenty-third, the right

of Webster,) brigadier O'Hara, though grievously wounded, brought

the remnant of the (irst battalion of guards, whom he in persoa

rallied ; and, with the grenadiers, tilled up the interval between
the lelt and right wing.

Webster, the moment Stuart appeared in the field, putting Ford
io flight, recrossed the ravine and attacked Hawes's regiment of Vir-

ginia, supported by Kirkwood's company. The action was renewed
in this quarter with vigour; the seventy first and twenty-third, con-

nected in the^r centre by the first battalion and grenadiers of the

guards, having at the same time moved upon Howard. Meanwhile
the long impending contest upon the enemy's right continued with-

out intermission ; each of the combatants getting gradually nearer to

the flanks of their respective armies, to close with which was the de-

sired otiject of both. At length lieutenant colonel Norton, with his

battalion of guards, believing the regiment of Bose adequate to the

contest, and close to the great road to which he had been constantly

inclining, pressed forward to join the seventy-first. Relieved from

this portion of the enemy, lieutenant colonel Lee dispensed with his

«avalry, heretofore held in the rear to cover retreat in case of dis-

aster, ordering it to close with the left of the continental line, and

there to act until it should receive further orders. Upon Bose the

rifle and the legion infantry now turned with increased animation,

and with confidence of success. Major De Buy, of the regiment of

Bose, continued to defend himself with obstinacy ; but pressed as he

v?as by superior force, he at length gave ground, and fell back into

the rear of Norton. Still annoying him with the rifle corps under

Campbell, Lee hastened with his infantry to rejoin his cavalry upon

the flank of the continentals, the point so long and vainly contended

* " After passing througli the guards into tiie open grouud, Washington, who
always led the van, ^lerceived an officer surrounded by several persons, appear-

ing to be aids-rie-camp. Believing this to be loid f 'ornwallis, he rushed on

with the hope of making him prisoner, when he was; arrested by an accident.

His cap fell from his liead, and as he leaped to the ground to recover it, the

officer leading his column was shot through the body and iLMiJeied incapable of

rnanagiiig his horse. The horse wheeled round with his rider, and galloped off

the field : .he was followed by all the cavalry, who supposed this movement had

hpen directed.''—Marsbalj's Life t*f Washington.
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for. In his rout he found the battalion of guard? under ^'orton in

possession of the lieight tirst occupied by Lawson's brigade of Vir-

ginia mihtia. With this corps, again the h-gioii infantry renewed ac-

tion ; and supported by the va!» company of the ritlemeii, its rear

still waiting upon Major De Buy. drove it hack u[)on the regiment

of Boi-e. Every obstrtcle now removed, Lee pressed forward, fol-

lowed by Campbell, and joined his horse close by Guilibrd court-

house.

Having seen the fli!:;ht of the second regiment of Maryland, pre-

ceded by that of the North Carolina militia—the corp"; of Lee sever-

ed from the army, and considering it, if not destroyed, at least

thrown out of buttle by Leslie's judicious seizure of the interval

produced by the panic of the North Carolina militia, and in all pro-

bability notat)le to regain its station in the liiui—Greene, immutable

in the resolution never to risk annilulalion of his t'orce, and advert-

ing to his scanty supply of ammunition, determineo, when he found

all his personal etforls seconded by colonels VViliuims and Carring-

ton to rally the second regiment of Maryland nugatory, to provide

for retreat. Colonel Green, one of the bravest of brave soldiers,

with his regiment of Virginia, was drawn otivvithout having tasted

of battle, and ordered to a given poim in the rear for the security

of this movement.* Hnd general Greene known how severely his

enemy was crippled, and that the corps under Lee had fought their

way to his continental line, he would certainly have continued the

conflict ; and in all probability would have made it a drawn day, if

not have secured to himself the victory Ignorant of these facts,

and finding Webster returned to battle—O'Hara, with his rallied

guards in line—and general Leslie, with the seventy-tirst, connect-

ed with them on the right, and followed, as he well knew, by the

remnant of his wing— he persevered in his resolution, and directed

a retreat, which was performed deliberately under cover of colonel

Green. General Huger, who had, throughout the action, given his

chief attention to the regiment of IJawes's, the only one of the two,

constituting his brigade, ever engaged, and whicli, with Kirkwood's

company, was still contending with lieutenant colonel Webster, now
drew it off by order of the general ; while colonel Williams effect-

* Colonel Green was much (iissatisfied with the general's selection of his re-

giment for this service, though esteemed among the most honourable—so anxious

was the veteran officer to be led at once into keen conflict.

When it was announced upon the first of the ketreat, that the Britisli were
close advancing, he benamc better humoured ; but soon the pursuit was discon-

tinued, and his sourness returned. His friends would often console him by stat-

ing his selection as an evidence of the confidence reposed in him as a soldier.

Tliis would not satisfy the colonel, who never failed to reply that he did not

lil<o sucii sort of distinction ; and he hoped the general wouhl, upon the next oc-

Ciision, attach to some other regiment the honour of covering liis retreat. Get-

ting to the geneial's ear, he tonli the first opportunity of telling the colonel,

wlioni he much esteemed and respected, that he liad heard he did not relish the

post assigned to his regiment the other day. No, that I did not, replied the old

colonel. Well, rejoined Greene, be patient : you shall have the first blow the

next time. This dcliglUed him, and he always reckoned upon the promised boon
with pleasure.
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ed the same object in his quarter
; both abandoning our artillery, as

their horses hid been mostly killed ; and general Greene preferred
leaving his artillery, to risking the loss oflives in drawing them off
by hand. Just after this had taken place, lieutenant colonel Lee
joined his cavalry at the court-house

; and, unpursued, retired down
the great Salisbury road, until a cross-road enabled him to pass over
to the line of retreat, 'i'he seventy-first and twenty-third regi-
ments, supported by the cavalry of Tarleton, followed our army
with the show of falling u})on it ; but the British general soon re-
called them, and general Greene, undisturbed, was left to pursue
his retreat. He halted first three miles from the field of battle, to
collect stragglers and fugitives, and afterwards retired leisurely to
his former position at the iron woiks.
The pertinacity with which the rifle corps of Campbell and the

legion infantry had maintained the battle on the enemy's right, in-

duced lord Cornwallis to detach the British horse to that quarter.
The contest had long been ebbing before this corps arrived ; and
lieutenant colonel Tarleton found only a few resolute marksmen in

the rear of Campbell, who continued firing from tree to tree. The
appearance of cavalry determined these brave fellows to retire and
overtake their corps.

Thus the battle terminated. It was fought on the 15th of March,
a day never to be forgotten by the southern section of the United
Stales. The atmosphere calm, and illuminoJ with a cloudless sun

;

the season rather cold than cool ; the l/ody braced, and the mind
high toned by the state of the weather. Great was the stake, wil-

ling were the generals* to put it to hazat'd, and their armies seemed
to support with ardour the decision o^" their respective leaders.

* Never did two generals eyvt tfiemsclves more limn did these rival leaders

Upon this occasion. Long v illibf^ld from each other by the sagacious conduct of

Gieene, until he acquirerf suflicient strength to risk battle, they seized with ar-

dour the opportunity a^ lenyth presenleJ of an appeal to the sword. This deci-

sion was wise in bo^fi ; and every step luketi by tlie one and by the other, as well

in preparation f^r battle, as in the battle, demonstrated superior abilities.

Greene's prsition was masterly, as was the giound selected for tlie combat pe-

culiarly ad^spled to his views and troops. Cornwallis saw the diliiculties thrown

in Ills w-ty by tlie skill of his antagonist, and diminished their weight by the dis-

posif'Oii of his force, as far as it was practicable. Having done all that vias pos-

sible to accomplish tlieir purpose, no attention was omitted, no peril avoided in

the course of the action, to produce the desired issue. They exposed their per-

sons, unconscious of danger, and self-devoted to national triumph. Upon one
occasion Greene was nearly passed by a body of the enemy within thirty paces

of him, when major Pendleton, one of his aids, discovered them. Luckily a

copse of woods intervened, which covered Greene's return to our line.

Soon afterwards Cornwallis, seeing the discoinfitu.''e of one battalion of the

guards, repaired in person to diriict the measures for the recovery of the lost

ground ; when, by the dauntless exposure of himself, he was placed in extreme

danger. It was upon this occasion that he ordered his artillery to open through

his flying guards, to stop Washington and Howard. Brigadier O'Hara remon-
strated, by exclaiming, that the fire would destroy themselves. " True," replied

Cornwallis; "but this is a necessary evil which we must endure, to arrest itn'

pending destruction.''

23
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The British general fought agaiust two to one ;* but he had great-

ly ttie ailvaiita^e in the quality of his soldiers. General Greene's

veteran inraiUiy heiiij^ only the tiri-t regiment of Maryland, the com-

pauv of n liivaie under Kirkwoi)d, (to whom none could be supe-

lior) aiid the lei;iou iufniitry ; all together making on that day not

irioie than tivo, tiundiid rank and tile. The securd regiment of

Maryland and the tivo regiments of Virginia were composed of raw

lro.»ps ; hut their oHicers were veteran, and the soldier is soon made

111 for battie hy expeiipnced commanders. Uni'.ing these corps to

those rer.iied, and the total (as per official return) amounted to one

thousand four hun.Ired and nmety ; so that even estimating our old

and new troops m one class, still our infantry was considerably less

that! his lordship's. The North Carohna militia, as has been seen,

abandoned us; and we had only the Virginia militia and the rifle

cori'S under colonel Cam[)bell and colonel L) ncii to balajce the

enemy's superiority over our regular infintry. in artillery, the two

armies were nearly equal, as they may be also considered in cavalry ;

the superiority in number, on the part of the British being counter-

balanced by our excellenc:^ in quality.

The slaugliter was prodiiiious on the side of the enemy, making,

in kill«^d and woimded, nearly one third of his army. The official

report states Ir.o loss to amount to five hundred and thirty-two men,

of whom ninety ihr^e were found dead on the field of battle.

Lieutenant colonel Stuart, of the guards, and lieutenant O'Hara,

of the royal artillery, brother to the general, with many other offi-

cers, were killed.

The brigadiers O'Hara nnd Howard, lieutenant colonels Webster
and Ta^-leton, the captains Stur»rt and AJaynard,t Goodryche, Mait-

*Our field return, a few days before the action, rates Greene's army at four

thousand four hundred and forty ninf, horse, fftot and artillery ; of wliich, one
thousand six hundred and seventy were coiuinenlals, the residue militia. The
enemy rate us at upwards of five thousand. He is Riistuken : we did not reach

that nuiiiher, though some call us seven thousand.

Lord Cornwallis's army engaged, is put down at one thousand four hundred
and forty-nine infantry ; the cavalry has been generally estimateil at three hun-
rtreif ; allowing the artillery to make two hundred, it will bring the Hritish force

nearly to two thousand; probably the real number at Guilford coort-house.

Lieutenant colonel Hamilton, with bis own regiment, one hundred infantry of
tht! line, and twenty dragoons, was left with the baggage sent off on the even'mg
<)T the I4th to Bell's mill. The British force in toto may be put down at two
thdusand four hundred : one hundred less than it was when lord Cornwallis de-

stroyed his baggage at Ramsour's mill, notwithstanding the companies of infantry

raised while he lay at Hillsborough and other small accessions. See Appendix,

S and S.

t Wt shall here relate an anecdote of the late captain Maynard, of the

guards. He was naturally of a cheerful disposition and great hilarity, and in

everal actions during the course of the war, he had shown great gallantry ; but

. a certain presentiment of his fate on the day of the action at Guilford possessed

bis mind, which presontimeiit was too fatally realized. While the troops were
marching to form the line of battle, he became gloomy, and gave way to despon-
dency. Not less than two or three times did he tell colonel Norton, who com-
manded the battalion, that he felt himself very uncomfortnble, and did not like

the business at all. Colonel, now the honourable major general Norton, endea-
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land, Srhutz, Peler, and lord Dunglas, with sovf^rn! sulialterns, were
wounded; as were caj»(ait)S Wilmonsk} and EichenL>rotll, of the re-

giment olBose, with five subaherns.

Our lojjs was very disproportionate ;* only fourteen officers and

three hundred and twelve, rank and fj!(?, of the conlinenlal troops

killed, wounded and missing. As few prisoners were made, it is

probable tliat those returned as aiis>;in<i were killed. Among the

first was major Anderson, of the regiment of Maryland, much es-

teemed aad highly regretted ; with captain and three su-

balterns. Among the last was general Hnger, con)manding the Vir-

ginia brigade. Our lossi of militia was still less. The four captains
* * ** * * * * * **
and seventeen privates killed ; brigadier Stevens, major

three captains eight subalterns, and sixty privates, wounded. Ma-

ny were missing, as is always the case with militia after battle ; but

they generally are to be tound safe at their own tire sides. General

Greene, after reaching Troublesome creek, arrayed himself again

for battle; so persuaded was he that the British general would fol-

low up hi- blow, ;.n.l 8.) well satistied with his own condition, though

considerably reduced by the flight of the North Carolina mililia,

and by the voluntary and customary return of portions of that from

Virginia. But the enemy was in no condition to advance. The
name of victory was the sole enjoyment of the conqueror, the sub-

stance belong-d to the vanquished. Truly did the eloquent

Fox exclaim in the British house of commons, *' Another such vic-

tory would destroy the British army."

On no occasion, in any part of tlie world, was British valour

voured to laugh him out of his melancholy ideas, but in caiii ; for even after the

cannonade began, lie rcitprate.-l thf forebodings of what he conceived was to

happen Early in the action he received a wound in his leg. Unable to pro-

ceed, he requested Mr. Wilson, the adjutant of Uie guards, to lend hiin his horse,

that he mijht ride on with the battalion ; and when in ihe art of mounting,

another shot went through his lungs, and incapacitated hnn from proceeding.

After being conveyed in a litter to Wilmington, and there lingering a few days,

he died of his woun'l, greatly regretted.—Stedman.

Similar instances of fatal presentintent are on record; among them that of

general La Harpe, which is thus mentioned by Bonaparte in his Memoirs, vol.

3, Montholon.pp 209 and 10.) "C'etait up "tficier d'uno bravoure diftingue. On
a remarqiie qns, pendant le combat de Fouibo. tout le «oi' qui a preied6 sa

mort, il avuit §te fort preoccupe, tres abattu, ne donnant poin'. d'ordres, prive,

en quelque sort, de ses farultes ordinaires, tout a fait <lomine par un pre*eoti-

inent funeste." He was killed by a mistaken fire from his own picket.", while in

commind of an advanced flivision of the French army, just previous to the battle

of Lodi, in May 1796. A similar anecdote ia related of sir I'hoinas Ficton at

the battle of Waterloo.—Ed.
* The disproportion in loss on this day is readily to be accounted for. We

had great advantage in the ground, and were sheltered in various points until the

enemy approached very near; while he was uncovered, and exposed from his

first step to his last. We had spent the previous day in ease, and the nij^ht in

rest; he had been preparing during the day, and marching part of the night.

We were acquainted with wood and tree fighting; he ignorant of both. And
lastly, we were trained to take aim and fire low. he was not so trained; and

from this cause, or from the composiiion of his cartridge, (too much powder for

'be lead) he always overshot.
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more heroically displayed. The officers of every grade did their

duty ; and each corps surpasse«l its past, though arduous, exertions

in this terrible conflict. But the advantage of ground, the weight

of numbers, the skill of the general, and the dt'termined courage

of such portions of the American army as fought, presented obsta-

cles not to be surmounted by inferior force. So maimed was the

British army, that notwithstanding the flight of the North Carolina

mditia, had the second regiment of Maryland acted like the tlrst,

little doubt can exist hut tliat lord Cornwallis must have shared the

fate on this day, which he experienced afterwards. Afflicting were

the sensations of the British general when be looked into his own
situation after the battle. Nearly a third of his force slaughtered ;

many of his best otlicers killed or wounded ; and that victory for

which he had so long toiled, and at length gained, bringing in its

train not one solitary benefit. No body of loyalists crowding around

his standards ; no friendly convoys pouring in supplies ; his wants

pressing, and his resources distant. The night succeeding this day

of blood was rainy, dark and cold : the dead unburied, the wound-

ed unsheltered, the groans of the dying, and the shrieks of the

living, cast a deeper shade over the gloom of nature. The victo-

rious troops, without tents and without food, participated in sufier-

ings which ihey could not relieve.* The ensuing morning was

spent in performing the last offices to the dead, and in providing

comfort for the wounded. In executing these sad duties, the Bri-

tish gener;il regarded with equal attention, friends and foes. As
soon as this service was over, he put his army in motion for New
Garden, where his rearguard, with his baggage, met him. All his

wounded, incapable of moving, (about seventy in number) he left

to the humanity of general Greene Here he issued a proclama-

tion, depicting in strong colours the splendid victory obtained by

the British army on the 15th; and calling upon the liege subjects

of his Britannic majesty to come forward at this important juncture,

and contribute their nid in completing the restoration of that happy
government, not less the object of their hearts, than the guard of
their lives and property. This done, his lordship proceeded on the
18th, by easy marches, to Cross creek ; the centre of the Highland
settlement, and convenient to Wilmington, then in possession of
major Craig, as before mentioned, and the depot of supplies for

the royal army.
The retreat of the British general evinced, unequivocally, his

crippled condition. No consideration, but conviction of his inabili-

ty to imj)rove the victory he had gained, would have deterred a

general less enterprising than lord Cornwallis, from giving full eiTect

to the advantage his skill and courage had procured. Confident,

* Fafigucd as the British troops were, by a nigiit march, and the late actien,

after a small rest they were employed in collecting the wounded of both armies,
which were intliscriminately taken the hest care of the situation would admit;
tut having no tents, and the houses being few, many of both armies were ne-
cessarily exposed to the dclut^e of rain, which fell during the night ; and it was
said, that not less tli^n fifty died before morning.



Southern Department of the United States. 181

as was general Greene, that his antagonist had suffered severely,

he had not conceived his situation to be so impotent as it now ap-

peared to he. Prepared to renew the combat, had the enemy
sought it, he now determined to pursue the retiring foe, and bring

him to action before he should gain his point of safety ;* but this

resolution was unhappily for several days delayed through the want

of ammunition, with which it was necessary first to supply himself.

In the mean time he detached lieutenant colonel Lee with his le-

gion, and the militia rifle corps under Campbell, to hang upon the

rear of the retreating general, lest the inhabitants of the region

through which he passed might presume that our army had been

rend'Ted mcapable of further resistance, and might liock to the

royal standard.

The advanced corps soon came up with the British army, v?hich

had proceeded very slowly, with a view of cherishing its numeroiis

wounded by the collection of every comfort which the countl'V

afforded, as vvell as to avoid fatigue, which the debilitated state of

the troops could not bear. Upon the appearance of the light

troops, this system was in a degree abandoned ; lord Cornwyllis

conceiving it probable that the American army was not far in the

rear, seeking battle, which his situation now made him anxious to

avoid. At length he reached Ramsay's mill, on Deep river, where
he halted a few days to renew his humane exertions for the com-
fort of his wounded, and to collect, if possible, provisions ; the

country between this place and Cross creek being sterile and sparse-

ly settled. During this delay his lordship threw a bridge over the
river, by which he might readily pass as he moved down on its

northern bank. Nothing material occurred between the adverse

van and rear corps ; nor did the British general even make any

serious attempt to drive from his neighbourhood the corps of L^e
;

so sorely did he continue to feel the effects of his dear bought

victory.

General Greene lost not a moment in moving from his camp on
the Troublesome, after the arrival of his military stores ; and rot-

withstanding the inclemency of the weather and the deepness of

* Mne o''clock, P. M. March ISih, 1781.

Lieutenant colonel Lee

—

Dear Sir: I have this moment got your note. I am perfectly agreed titli

you in opinion, that to attack the enemy on their march will be best. I have
written to colonel Williams to that purpose.

It will be next to impossible to get the militia to send away their horses. Tliey
are so attached to this mode of carrying on the war, that they will notlisteo to

any other. Frequent attempts have been made without effect. However, we
can tiy the experiment : sound some of the more sensible on the subject. Aly
letter must be short, as I write in pain,

Your affectionate, Sfc.

N. GREECE.
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the roadfi, he pressed forward from day to day by forced marches ;*

but interruptions, unavoidable, occasionally delayed his progress.

When the quarter master j^eneral assumed the duties of his station

al Guilford court houee, as has been before remarked, all that de-

partment of the army was entirely deranged ; and ?ucb iiad been
the rapid succession of keen and active service, that with all his

laborious application, he had not been able to introduce into ful!

operation his own system, although lie had contrived to afford the

means of prompt motion to the army. New duties became, from
the necessity of the case, connected with his dejiartment. VVithout

money to purchase, the subsistence of the troops depended upon
compulsory collection from the country through which the army
marched ; and colonel Davie cotiM with difliculty procure within

one day enough for that day ; so that tiic general would be often

obliged to extend or contract bis march to correspond with the fliic-

tuatina supply of provisions. Our ditliculties in this line were con-
siderably increased, as the British army had preceded us ; and
nothing but the gleanings of an exhausted country were left for our
subsistence. To settlements which had from their distance escaped

the British foraging parties, it became necessary for our commissa-

ry ceneral to resort ; and the conveyance to camp of supply when
collected, devolved upon the quai ter muster general.

Jiieulenant colonel Carrington shrunk not from this new duty
;

and by his zeal and perseverence contributed greatly to remove an

obstacle which bad not only retarded the advance of Greene, but

sometimes menaced the necessity of a temporary separation of his

troops, by detaching them to different districts for the procurpment

of food. The usual method of providing magazines had been ne-

cessarily avoided, inasmuch as the enemy, heretofore our supenor,
would alone have received the benefit of such ariangf^ment. Sur-

mounting all impediments, Greene at length approached Ramsay's
miJ ; but not until lord Cornwallis had completed his bridge. The
American general, having informed lieutenant colonel Lee of the

deiays to which he %vas subjected, with directions to obstruct the

* Headquarters, H o^clock, March 21st, 1781.

Lieutenant colonel Lee

—

Dear Sir : Your letter dated at New Garflen, yesterday, has this moment
«ome to hand. Our army marched yesterday in the direct route ior iVlagee'e

Orcinary, near the head waters of Rocky river, which will be twelve miles from

Bell's mill. We expect to get about two or three miles beyond Passley to night.

We have got provisions to draw, cartridges to make, and several other matters

to Eittend to, which will oblige us to halt a little earlier than common.

I beg you will try to forward me the best intelligence you can get of the ene-

my's situation this morning, and whether they move or not.

I mean to fight the enemy again, and wish you to have your legion and rifle-

men ready for action on the shortest notice. If in the mean time you can at-

tempt auy thing which promises an advantage, put it in execution. Lord Corn-

wallis iflust be soundly beaten before he will relinquish his hold.

I am, dear sir, Sic,

NATHANIEL GREECE.



Southern Department of the United States* 1 8S

completion of the bridge, if practicable,—that officer moved from
the rear of the enemy in the night, and taking a circuitous route,

passed the river len miles above the British position, with a deter-

mination to dislodge the party stationed on its western side for the
protection of that hCrid of the bridge. This enterprise was deemed
of easy execution ; as both the celerity of the movement and tlie

darkness of the night prevented his lordship penetrating tlie design,

and as only two huudred men under a major constituted the
guard. Defeating this body by a sudden blow, we might have, in a
little time, by axes and fire, so f.ir damaged the work, as to have
produced one day's fuither halt, tvhich would have afforded general
Greene sutlicient time to come up. But well timed as the march of
the light corps was, which with much alacrity moved upon the detach-
ment, the major having been reinforced in the course of the night,

produced the abandonment of the enterprise. On the subsequent
day the British general decamped ; and passing tiie river, took the
route towards Cross creek. The legion of Lee, with the rifle

corps of Campbell, entering into his late camp as the rear guard
drew off, prevented the destruction of the bridge. On the subse-

quent day, the 28th, general Greene reached Ramsay's mill ; hav-
ing failed in his anxious wish to bring the British general to action,

in consequence of waiting for ammunition, and the difficulty witli

which subsistence was obtained.

It was in vain to persevere in pursuit, as the country through
which the British general marched, until he reached Cross creek
settlement, was so barren and thinly settled as to forbid every hope:

of obtaining the requisite supplies. Dismi'^sing all his militia, ex-
cept a small corps from North Carolina, Greene took the decision

of reposing his wearied troops in this position, and preparing for
the renewal of active service by arrangements tending to securei

adequate subsistence.

The campaign so far presents the undulation common to war. It:

opened with the victory of the Cowpens,—an event very propi-

tious to the United States, which was followed by our perilous re-
treat through North Carolina, when for many days the fate of
Greene and his army hung in mournful suspense ; and after a grand,

display of military science in marches, countermarches and posi-

tions, in consequence of the bold return of the American army
into North Carolina, concluded tviih our defeat at Guilford court-

bouse. Replenished in military stores, grown stronger by defeat,

and bolder from disaster, the American general is now seen seeking;

with keener appetite a renewal of the conflict, while the British

conqueror seduously and successfully avoids it.

During this trying period, which closely occupied the respective

generals, the claims of humanity were not unattended to. The
establishment of a cartel, to operate as occasion might require,

had long engaged the heart of Greene, and was not unacceptable

to Cornwallis. The first was actuated, not only by his disposition

to restore to their country our many prisoners, but to cancel obli-

gations, which the inhabitants of the southern states deemed bind-
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jn|, (hough subversive of the duty which every citizen oives to

his country. In the course of British success in South Carohna, a

usage prevailed of tnking the paroles of the inhaliitants in the man-

nci- practised often with commissioned olhcers when prisoners. In

consequence of this custom, the whole |)opulation in the conquered

states continuing at home, because incapacitated from servin<! ag 'inst

the enemy : a condition so ai^reeable to liie haras^td. the waverini^,

an;l the timid, as to be sought with solicitude, and preserved witii

zeii. Greene determined in his tiegotiations for the exchange of

prsoners to abrog.ite obligations resulting from a practice entirely

tnadmissable. He consequently instructed his commissioner, lieu-

tenant colonel Carrinsiton, to repel the recognition of this perni-

cious and unwarrantable usage, by urging the incapability of an in-

dividual to renounce his social obligations by contract with the en-

emy, unless sanctioned by a public o(ficer. The honourable cap-

tan Broderick, aid de camp to earl Cornwallis, being appointed on

the part oi his lordship, met Carrington on the 12th of .vlarch
;

wnen, after comparing their credentials, the object of the meeting

xvQS taken up. It was soon discerned, that the article respecting

private paroles, enjoined on his commissioner by general Greene,

hid introduced an unexpected principle ; and being not contempla-

ted by the British commander, his commissioner was not prepared

t) decide upon it.

Carrington and Broderick agreed therefore to separate for (he

])reseDt, and to meet again as soon as lord Cornwallis should make

up his decision upon the proposition submitted.

The battle of Guilford following three days after, the negotiation

'became postponed ; nor was it resumed until the 1 itter end of April-

when lieutenant colonel Carrington, and captain Cornwallis, of the

•.hirty third, (substituted for Broderick) entered upon it with a dis-

position, by mutual concessions, (o conclude (he long spun discus-

«ioD. It was, after some time, happily accomplished ; Carrington

having engrafted in the cartel the following clause :
" That no non-

commissioned officer or private, admitted to parole, shall be consi-

dered as a prisoner of war, but tinally liberated, unless admitted,

10 such parole on the faith of some commissioned ofhcer." The
proceedings of the commissioners were ratitied by the respective

•i-enerals, and a general exchange of prisoners soon after took

place.

Lord Cornwallis halted at Cross creek, where staying a few days,

the friendly Highland settlement zealously contributed from its small

stock, every thing necessary for his army which the district afford-

ed. Decamping, he proceeded to Wilmington ; to which place he

was obliged to go contrary to his original plan ; because he found

the country about Cross creek too poor to subsist him ; and because

liis troops were suffering for many necessaries to be obtained only

in his abundant magazines at Wilmington.

During the march from Cross creek, several of the British offi-

cers died of their wounds received at Guilford courthouse. Among
them were lieutenant colonel Webster, of (he thirty-third, and
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captain Maynard, * of the guards. The first escaped, ai^ we have

before seen, unhurt, when cio?sing the Reedy fork on horse back,

in race of" a chosen parly of marksmen, devoting their undivided

attention to his destruction ; and the last was that officer, who, by

his conversation witli his commandant, lieutenant colonel Norton,

on the eve of the battle, so strongly manifested a presentiment of

his fate

To be first among the officers in the army under lord Cornwallis,

must be admitted to be no slight distinction ; and this station had

been long assigned with one voice to the gallant Webster. To this

superiority in arms was combined the winning amiability which
virtue in heart, and virtue in habit, never fail to produce, especially

when united to the eml)elltshment ol literature and ihe manners
of polished life. Such a loss was deepl3' and sincerely dt pior-

ed. His body was committed to the grave with every honour and

attention, accompanied with tears of admiration and affection, in

the small village of Elizabethtoivn, where he died.

Lieulennnt colonel 'I'arlefon, in his Campaigns, very handsomely
depicts his worth, when he declares, that he " united all the vir-

tues of civil life, to the gall uilry and professional knowledge of a

soldier ;" and lord Cornwallis has left an imperishalile monument
in his letter to the father of the deceased, (so long as (he tenderest

feeling of sorrow, expressed in language which can only flow from
the heart, shall be admired) of his unrivalled respect for the de-

parted hero :
—" it gives me great concern to undert ike a task,

which is not only a bitter renewal of my own grief, but must be a
violent shock to an affectionate parent.

" You have for your support, the assistance of religion, good
sense, and the experience of the uncertainty of human happiness.

You have for your satisfaction, that your son fell nobly in the cause

of his country, honoured and lamented by all his fellow soldiers
;

that he led a life of honour and virtue, which must secure to him
everlasting happiness.

" When the keen sensibility of the passions begin to subside,

these considerations will give you real comfort. That the Almighty
may give you fortitude to bear this severest of strokes, is the ear-

nest wish of your companion in affliction."

All who know the value of friendship will feel in their own breasts

bow much lord Cornwallis must have been affected by the loss of
Webster. Bred up under him, the lieutenant colonel commandant
of Ihe thirty-third (Cornwallis'* regiment,) every opportunity, with
full time, had been afforded for thorough mutual understanding of
character. Alike virtuous, amiable and intrepid, mutual affection

had reared upon the foundation of iheir hearts a temple sacred to

honour and to friendship.

Throughout six campaigns the public service derived from lieu-

tenant colonel Webster those signal benefits which never fail to result

from the friendship of men highin station and in genius. Introduc-

* Stedman says captain M. died at Wilmington. See note, p. 356 ante.—Ed^
24
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ful by Iiis i!Iii«(rioiis friend to posts of difficulty and consequence, he

dre, V upon himself, l>y his exemphiry dischnrge of duty, universal

adminttion. At Qmbbletown, in Neiv Jersey, during the eventful

winter of 177G—7, he comm;iiided on the line of coniniunicatiori be-

tween Brunswink and New York, and preserved it safe in spite of

the many attempti^ to break u(» his defences. In 1779 he had charge

oJ the post at V'erplank's Point : which was comprehended iu gene-

rat Washington's plan of operations, when Stony Point w, is carried.

On the ensiling morning the batteries from this eminence, overlook-

ing VVelister, were turned upon him, and afforded an unexpected
arnl weighty assistance to the assailant. Nevertheless, such was the

ciicumspection and sagacity with which he had taken his measures,

that after a close examination of his situation, it was deemed advisa-

ble to withdr.rv our force, though ready for assault.

In the yet bleeding disaster of Camden, Webster commanded the

right wiTigofthe eiieiny's army ; exhibiting with splendid success

the presenee of mind, and ihe discriminating judgment, for which he
was conspicuous. And in the late, his last tield, he commanded the

left wing, and upheld, in full lustre, his eminent fame.

Lord Cornwallis ai rived at Wilmington on the 7th of April, where
he found major Craig with his small garrison—perfectly secure, by

his judicious dtfetices, from injury or insult, and holding in his care

abundant magazines, yiehling not only every implement necessary

for the further prosecution of the campaign, but affording in profu-

sion all the comtbrts of food, raiment and liquor, to his worn and

faithful troops. Indulging himself yet with the hope that his expul-

sion of Greene out of that state, followed u() by his victory at Guil-

ford court ho'ise, would rouse into action his numerous friends, he

continued to urge, by every inducement, the consummation of his

wishes. But, taught by the correction of experience, deliberation

and caution, the loyalists could not be induced to unite in the British

construction of the events of the campaign. They knew that,

though driven out of the state, general Greene hail speedily return-

ed ; they knew that, though vanquished at Guilford court-house,

he had shortly turned upon his enemy ; and they were not strangers

to the eager pursuit ariested but a few days past by the impractica-

bility of procuiing subsistence.

With these truths before them, selt'-love forced the repression of
their zeal ; and the unceasing vigilance of government* contirmed

* The British writers speak in very severe terms of the cruelties inflicted by
the stHte authorities, and iiuiividuals unchecked l)y government, on the loyaiisis.

The state governincnt was not cruel, although extremely vigilant ; and this stig«

ma being unfouiuled, aught to be repelled, i select t-.vo of the many presumed
illustrations, which might be proiUiccd, of this erroneous, though accredited, ac-
cusation iMr. Stedman tells us, thai in thr. course of his duty he I'ell in with a
very sensible quaker in North Carolina, " who being interrogated about the
state of the country, replied, that it wf^ the general wish of the people to be
united to Britain ; but as they had been so often deceived in promises ot'support,

and the Briiish had so frequently relinquished posts, the people were now afraid

to join the British army, lest they should leave the province; in which case the

reEEDtment of the rcvolutioners would be exercised with more cvuelty :—that ai-
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the salutary decision. The British gener.i! found hirnselfcornplele-

ly disappointed, at'ler ail his toil and all his dangxr. They would

though they might escape or go with the armj, yet such was the riiabolicnl con-

duct of the people, that they wouhi inflict the seveieit puiiishment upon their

fninilies. Perhaps, said tlie qiiakej, thou art not afquaiiiteil with the conduct

of thy enemies towards those who wish well to tlie cause Uiou art engai^ed in.

Theie are some who liave livad for two and even thise years in the woods with-

out daring to go to thr'ir houses, but have been secretly supported by llieir fami-

lies. Others, having walked out of their liouses on a promise of theii being safe,

have proceeded but a few yards before they have been shot. Otheishave been

tied to a tree and severely whipped. I will tell thee of one instance of cruelly.

A party surrounded the house of a loyalist; a leu entered; the man and his

wife were in bed : the husband was shot dead by the side ol his wife. The wri-

ter of this replied, that those circumstances were horrid ^ but under what govern-

ment could they be so happy as by enjoying the privileges of Englishmen True,

said the qnaker; but the people have experienced such dit^trcss, that i believe

they would submit to any government in the world to obtain peace." ftlr. Sled-

man assures us that his friend, the quaker, was a man of irreproachablj nian^

ners, and well known as such to some gentlemen of the Britibh army. But to

confirm this tale, he adds another, \\ liich he st.ites as known to the whole army.
" A gentleman, still residing in North Carolina, and therefore his naiiie is con-

cealed, repuited that the day before the British army reached Cross creek, a man
bent with age joined it. He had scarcely the appearance of being human. He
wore the skin of a racoon for his hat, his beard was btiine inches long, and he was
so thin that he looked as if he had made his escape Irom Surgeon's hall. He
wore no shirt; his whole dress being skins of different animals. On the morning

after, when this distressed man came to draw his provisions, Mr. I'rice, the de-

puty muster master general of the provincial forces, and the commissaiy, asked

him several questions. He said that he had lived for three years in the woods,

under ground ; that he had been frpijnently sought after by the Americans, antl

was certain of inatant death whenever he should be taken. That he supported

himself by what he got iu the woods; that acorns seived him for bread; that

they had from long use become agreeable to him. That he had a family, some

of whom, once or twice in the year, came to him in the woods. That his only

crime was being a loyalist, and liawing given offence to one of the republican lead-

ers in that part of the country wf.ere he used to reside.''

It excites in my mind all the surprise which Mr, Stedman must have felt when
he heard these tales, on reading them from his pen. He believed in their truth,

I am sure, or he would not have recordeil them ; yet it seems to me, to require a

stock of credulity not common to soldiers to have seriously regarded either the

quaker or the escaped tenant from Surgeon's hall. Suppose Mr. Stedman had
loubted for a moment, antl the odd tale warranted at least a pause before belief;

suppose in this moment of doubt he had asked the quaker, '' How came it, that

when for two years we have had a post at Camden, and far months another at

Cheraw hills, (both convenient to the district in wliich Mr. Stedman held this

conversation ;) that last year the British hearl-quarters were at Chailoite, and
this year lord Cornwallis had traversed the state ; how came it that tho outly-

ing, maltreated loyalists did not resort to one of the points of safety so near to

ihem."" The same patience and caution which secured them from discovery, lying

out in the woods for years, could not have failed to secure safe passage to some
one of our posts, which reqr.ired but a few days.''

To this query the quaker would have replied, "Why really, friend, I cannot

say; but I assure thee, that 1 have told thee precisely what was currently re-

ported.'' if further pressed, the sensible quaker wouM have a<ided, *' { never

believed it myself; and I wonder how thou canst lake it so seriously."

There is a feature in the quaker's tale, which lieutenant colonel Webster
would not have misunderstood, had the conversation been addressed to him. It

is his bitter garcasm on British operations, when accounting for the cautious con--
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occasionally visit his camp, and renow their protestations of attach-

ment ; but no addition. il r<>gimcnt could be t'orrnf d ; nor could even
Hamilton's North Cirolina corps, willi all liis add^es^ and influence,

be restored to its complement ; so unpropitious m the opinion of

the loyalists had been the result of the late active and sanguinary

operations.

While the British army was enjoying the stores which the provi-

dence of its leader IkkI prepared for its use, geiieral Greene con-

tinued in his camp at Ramsay's mill. Equally affectionate and «qual-

duct of the loyalists. He speaks of '* dece|)tlon in promise,''' and " relinquish-

ment of posts.'' Mr. Siecliiiaii seems to have i^iven no dtleiuion to this just ad-

moiiilion; but is entirely engrossed witli the accusation levelled against the

American people; which was nothing more than a report; as the quaker does

not pay, (the iiiterrogHtiun being omitted by Mr. Slcflman,) that he knew any of

the piirticulars stated by him, from his own knowledge. It appears evident to

me, that the defamation was only meant as a pleasing supplement to the philip-

pic he hail ventured to pronounce against the condu'-t of the war. The quaker

goes on to add, that a husband was shot in bed with liis wife. Such a thing is

possible, but very improbable, and entirely repugnant to the American character,

which is tender and respectful to the fair sex It would not have been difficult

for the party to have taken the individual off to a fit place for their purpose, and

thus to have .spared their own as well as the feelings of an innocent woman.
But here again we find the quaker does not assert it from his own knowledge;

and yet it is ushered to the world as a truth. To a Briton, who should accredit

this fable, I answer, that we are descended with his countrymen from one stock ;

that he would not believe such stuff told upon an Englishman, and that he ought

not to believe it when applied to an Aineiican. We have not degenerated by
transplantation, notwithstanding Mr. Buifon's reveries, as our short history testi-

fier^.

The second anecdote fits so exactly the first, that I should treat it as a fabri-

cation, made to aid the quaker, but for my just respect for the character of Mr.
Stednian. Considering it as a re^rl occurrence, I have no doubt but that the un-

happy being was deranged. Recollect that he joined the army the day before it

reached Cross crerk, the centre of an extensive spttlement of Highl.inders, by

Mr Sledinan''s own authority devoted to the roynl cause. His weak state of

body forbafi lon^, travel ; and his singular dress cxpos^^d him to notice and detec-

tion if his jdinney to c-nnp had been from a dist:ince. It clearly results that the

Surgeon's hall lennnt had been in the vicinity or in the mirisl of the Highland set-

tlement; and yet troni Ini.ai-y, I presume, he preferred the solitirde of a cavern

and the food of acorns to the hot.pitiilile fare which distressed loyalists were sure

to receive from the Hi:;hland emigraiit?.

Who can believe that a being thus acting possessed his senses? No rational

unprejudiced man can so believe. But why did not Mr. St. dman give us the

name au'l plac» of re^i.ience ol this misfrable .'' Secrecy in this case was un-

necessary ; and the fallacy of the acciisntiun might rCfidily have been con-

fronted with legal testimony. The fact is, that tho constitution of the southern

people is warmer than th--<t of their northern brethren, or of their late enemy ;

consequently the war in some parts of Georgia and the Carolinas was comlucted

with great bi'terness among the inhabitants, and some tragical scenes took ])lace

on both sides. These «ere, however, confined to a few neighbourhoods, and to

a few instances. But the den.eanor of the mass ofthe people was kind and for-

giving, the policy of congress and of the slate gnvernments hutnane, and the con-

duct of the .irmy amiable. Seldom, during the wai, was even retalialioii resort-

ed to, though ofu n menared ; and surely it cannot be pretended that we ha^ not

ample oiipoitiinity to gratify such menace if it h.id compnited with oui di>;posi-

tion. Tiiis .lisiussinir proceeds from a desire to vindicate the national character

from unjust detraction.



Southern Department of the United States. 189

ly provident, he could not present to his much loved troops refit-

ments and .efre*bmentsso much wanted. No magazines were open-

ed tor our accommodation ; rest to our wearied limbs was the only

boon within his gift Our tattered garments could not be exchanged ;

nor could our worn-out shoes be replaced. The exhilarating cor-

di;il was not within his reach, nor wholesome provision in abundance

within his grasp The meager beef of the pine barrens, with corn

ash cake, was our food, and water our drink
;
yet we were content

;

we were more than content—we were happy. The improved con-

diti >n of the South, effected by our efforts, had bestowed the solace

of inward satisfiction on our review of the past ; and experience of

the lofty genius of our beloved leader, encouraged proud anticipa-

tions of the future.

CHAPTER XXVIII.

J|t has been before observed, that the British cabinet, despairing

of the subjugation of the United States, had ch.mged its plan of

operations, in the exi>ectation of wresting from the Union its rich-

est though weakest divi^on.

In pursuance of this system, the breaking up of Virginin was

deemed of primary importance, and to this object sir Henry Clinton

devoted all his disposable force. It will be remembered, that gen-

eral Mathews, with a small detachment, in 1779, laid waste the sea-

board of the state ; d-siroying, or transporting to New York, a

lar^j-e quantity of naval and military stores, besides private proper-

ty ; and that a subsequent expedition under major general Leslie

had taken place, which was soon abandoned, in consequence of the

derangement which occurred in the plans of lord Cornwallis by

the defeat and death of lieutenant colonel Ferguson.

The Briti>h commander in chief, pursuing steadily this favourite

object, prepared, as soon as it was practicable, a third expedition

for that devoted country. It consisted only of one thousand six

hundred men, and was placed under the direction of brigadier gen-

eral Arnold ; who, preferring wealth with ignominy, to poverty

with honour, had lately deserted from the service of his country,

having been detected in the infamous attempt to betray West Point,

with the care of which fortress he was then entrusted. The ob-

ject being devastation and plunder, sir Henry Clinton could not

have made a more appropriate selection : but when we consider

the nice feelings inherent in soldiership, he ran no inconsiderable

risk of alienating the affections of his army, by honouring a traitor,

with the command of British troops. Mortifying as was this ap-

pointment to many, it seems that the British officers determined to

submit in silence, lest their opposition might delay, if not prevent,

an expedition deemed necessary by their commander in chief. Ar-

nold, foul with treason to his country, and with treachery to his
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friend, escaped from the probable consequence of a well digested

plan laid by Washington for his seizure, which had ndvanced almost

to the poiut of coiisummaiion, ivhen he removed from his quarters

to prepare for the expedition to Virginia. He was acridentally

withdrawn from surrounding con^pirators ready, on the n\p:Ut of

that very day, to seize his person, and convey him across the North

river to Hoboken, where they wouhl have been met by a d/^tach-

inent of dragoons, for the purpose of conveying the traitor to head-

quarters. Thorn IS Jefferson still continued at the head of the gov-

ernment : a gentleman who had taken an early and distinguished

part in the revolution, highly respected for his literary accomplish-

ments, and as highly esteemed for his amiability and modesty. Gen-

eral Greene, when passing to the south through Richmond, had left,

as has been mentioned, major general baron Steuben in command

in Virginia.

Early in December, the governor was informed, by letter from

the commander in chief, of the pre|)arations in New York for an

expedition to the south ; but neither the governor nor the baron

seems to have acted under this communication, presuming, probably,

that the detachment making ready in New York was destmed for

South Carolina, to reinforce the British force under lord Cornwal-

lis. It would appear, that a due recollection of the preceding at-

tempts upon Virgmia, with the knowledge that as long as that state

could hold eafe its resources, so long would resistance in the sonth

be maintained, ought to have admonished the governor and the gen-

eral to prepare, at once, means to meet the invasion, should it be

directed against that quarter. General Arnold's preparations were

slow ; for the British had not yet relinquished their apprehensions

that the count de Terney, commanding the French squadron at

Rhode Island, would receive from the West Indies a reinforcement

that would give him such a naval superiority as to endanger any

maritime expedition of theirs. In November this apprehension

ceased, and about the middle of the nest month the convoy with

the expedition left the Hook. After a tedious passage, it reached

the Chesapeake on the 30ih, when was felt the fatal elTect of omitting

timely preparations to defend the country. The governor detach-

ed general Nelson to the coast, as soon as he was informed of the

entrance of the enemy into the bay, for the purpose of bringing

the militia into the f; ;!d ; while baron Steuben, believing Peters-

burg, the depot for the southern army, to be the oliject, hastened

his continental force, about two hundred recruits, to that town.

Arnold, embarking his troops in the lighter vessels, proceeded up

James river, and on the fourth of January approached City Point,

situated at the confluence of the Appomatox with James river. It

was now evident, and, indeed, a little reflection would have before

demonstrated, that the lower country was not the j)rimary object

with the enemy. Mathews, in his incursion, had depiived the state

of the contents of her arsenals in that quarter ; and had our ability

permitted their renewal, prudence would have forbiddpn the collec-

tion of articles of value in spots so accessible. As soon, therefojc.
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as the governor and general learned that the squadron had cast

anchor in Hampton Roads, (however hope may heretofore have
prevailed over vigilance,) due reflection would have shown, that

Richmond or Petersburg, or both, were the probable destination ot
this small armament, more formidable from the suddenness of its

approach, than its force. It is true that the honourable and con-
tinued efforts to support the southern states, had exhausted much of
the resources of V^irginia

;
yet she possessed enough, more thao

enough, to have sustained the struggle for their restoration, and to

have crushed any predatory adventure like that conducted by Arnold.
But unfortunately we were unprepared, and e'I'orts to make ready
commenced after the enemy was knocking at our doors. The "-o-

vernment, which does not prepare in time, doubles the power of
its adversary, and sports with the lives of its citizens ; for to re-
cover lost ground, when the required force becomes ready, com-
pels resort to hazardous enterprise, sometimes ruinous by disap-

pointment, alw.iys debilitating by the prodigal expense of blood and
treasure.

Upon this occasion, the celerity of the enemy's advance, however
unequivocally it exemplified the first, furnished no illustration of
the last part of the remark.
On the fourth of January, Arnold debarked at Westover, the seat

of Mrs. Byrd, relict of colonel Byrd, the honourable associate of
Washington, in defence of the frontiers of Virginia against the In-

dian enemy, then guided and aided by France. This step, though
indecisive, from the facility with which the conveyance derived
from naval co operation admitted him to withdraw to the southern
banks of the river, in case Petersburg had been his principal object,

gave serious alarm to the governor and general. Now, for the first

time, they discovered that the seat of government was to receive a
visit from Arnold ; and now they ascertained, that although general

Nelson had been sent below, and the militia commandants had been
gummoned to furnish aid from above, yet the postponement of com-
mencing preparations on the receipt of the letter of advice from

general Washington, to the hour of the enemy's arrival in Chesa-

peake bay, had left them, the archives of the slate, its reputation,

and all the military stores deposited in the magazines of the metro-

polis, at the mercy of a small corps conducted by a traitor, v%'ho,

feeling the rope about his neck tightening in every step he ad-

vanced, would have hastened to his naval asylum the moment he

satv the probability of adequate resistance. Yet for the want of

due preparation on the part of the invaded state, nine hundred

British troops, with Arnold at their head, dared to leave their ships,

and advance to Richmond, twenty-five miles distant from their place

of safety. It will scarcely be credited by posterity, that the gov-

ernor of the oldest slate in the Union, and the most populous, (tak-

ing for our calculation the ratio established by the present constitu-

tion of the United States to designate the number of representa-

tives allowed to each state,) was driven out of its metropolis, and

forced to secure personal safety hy flight, and that its archives,
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with all its munitions and stores, were yielded to the will of the

invader, with (he exception of a few, which accident, m')re thaa

precaution, .'aved from the common lot. Incredible as the narra-

tive will appear, it is nevertheless true.

On the fifth of January, Arnold entered Richmond, untoijched

by the small collection of mililia detached to int^-rrupt his advance
;

and on the following day lieutenant colonel Simcoe, one of the best

officers in the British army, proceeded at the head of his corps of

rangers, horse and foot, supported by a detachment from the line,

to Westham, and there destroyed the only cannon founder) in the

state. Here, unluckily, the public stores removed from Richmond

in the perturbation excited by the novel appearance of British bat-

talion*, had been depo-ited : the last spot which ought to have been

selected ; as the most common reflection ought to h:ive suggested

the probability that the enemy in Richmond, safe as he was, would

never retire until he had de^t^oyed an important military pstabli.-h-

raent so near as Westham Making ii a place of additional deposit,

was therefore increasing the inducement for its destruction.

Simcoe, having fully executed his mission, undisturbed by even

a single shot, returned to Richmond, where deva-tation had been

extended under Arnold's direction, until even his greedy appetite

was cloyed, and his revengeful heart sated. Having spread desola-

tion all around, the brigadier decamped, and on the 7th returned to

Westover, without meeting even the semblance of resistance. Our
militia were now assembling : brave mf'n, always willing to do their

duty, never brought to understand how best to execute it, never

properly equipped, or judiciously conducted.

Some few unfortunately assembled at Charles City court-house,

in conformity to orders from government, not more than eight or

nine miles from Westover Simcoe hearing of it. put his corps in

motion and soon dispi-rsed them, happily with very little loss, in

r-nsequence of the impatience o( the enemy, who omitted some

of those precautions necessary to secure complete success The
object was trivial, or this superior soldier would have conducted

his enterprise with the proper forecast and circumspection.*

*This officer commanded a legionary corps called the Queen's Rangers,

and had during the war signalized himself upon various occasions. He was a

man of letters, and like the Romans and Grecians, cultivated science amid the

turmoil of camp. He was enterprising, resolute, and persevering ; weighing

well his project before entered upon, and promptly seizing every advantage

which oflfered in the course of execution. General Washington expecting a

French fleet upon our coast in 1779, 80, and desirous of being ihoroughfy

prepared for moving upon New York, in case the combined force should war-

rant it, had made ready a number of boats, which were placed at Middlebrook,

a small village up the Raritan river, above Brunswick. Sir Henry CHnton

being informed of this preparation, determined to destroy the boats. The en-

terprise was committed to lieutenarit colonel Simcoe. He crossed from New
York to Elizabethtown Point with his cavalry, and setting out after night, he

reached Middlebrook undiscovered and unexpected. Having executed his ob-

ject, he b ifiled all our efforts to intercept him on his return, by taking a circui-

tous route. Instead of turning towards Penh Amboy, which was supposed to

be ths most probable course, keeping; the Raritan on his right, he passed that
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Nothing remaining to be done, Arnold re-embarked on the J 0th,

and descending the river, landed detachments occasionally, for (he

purpose ol" destroying whatever could be discovered worthy of his

attention. At Smithfield, and at Muckay's mill, were found some
public stores ; these shared the fate ol" those in Richmond and at

Westham. On the !20th, the British detachment reached Ports;

mouth, where general Arnold commenced defences indicating the

intention of rendering it a pernianent station.

Major general Steuben, having under him the indefatigable patriot

and soldier general Nelson, had by this time drawn together a con-

sideralde body of militia, in consequence of the exertion of the

governor. With all who were armed* the baron followed Arnold
;

and at Hood's, lieutenant colonel Clarke,t by a well concerted

stratagem, allured Simcoe to pursue a small party exposed to view,

with the expectation of drawing him into an ambuscade, prepared

for his reception. Judiciously as the scheme was contrived, it was

river, taking the direction towards Monmouth county, leaving Brunswick some

miles to bis left. Here was stationed a bo(!y ol" militia, who being appiized

(it being now day) of the enemy's pioximity, made a daiing eftort to stop him,

but failed in the" attempt. Simcoe, bringing up the rear, had his horse killed,

by which accident he was made prisoner. The cavalry, deprived of their leader,

continued to press forward under the second in command, still holding tl»e route

to English town. As soon as the militia at Drunswick moved upon the enemy,

an express was despatched to lieutenant colonel Lee, then posted in the neigh»

bourhood of English town, waiting for the expected arrival of the French fleet,

advising him of this extraordinary adventure.

The legion cavalry instantly advanced towaids the British horse; but not-

withstanding the utmost diligence was used to gain the road leading to South

Aniboy (which now was plainly the object) before the enemy could reach it,

the American cavalry did not effect it. Nevertheless the putsuit was continu-

ed, and the legion horse came up with the rear soon after a body of infantry

sent over to South Amboy from Staten Island by sir Henry Clinton to meet

Simcoe, had joined, and g<ve safety to the harass-d and succcbsful foe.

This enterprise was considered, by both armies, among the handsomest ex-

ploits of the war. Simcoe executed completely his object, then deemed vety

important ; and traversed the country, from Elizabethtown foint to South Am-
boy, fifty-five miles, in the couise of tha night and morning; passing through a

most hostile region of armed citizens ; necessarily skirlit.g Brunswick, a military

station s proceeding not more than eight or nine miles from the leg., n of Lee,

his last point of danger, and which became increased from the debilitated Con-

dition to which his tioops were reduced by previous fatigue. What is very ex-

traordinary, lieutenant colonel Simcoe being obliged to feed ohch in the course

of the nigiit, stopped at a depot of forage collected for the continental army,

assumed the character of Lee's cavalry, waked up the commissary about mid-

night, drew the customaiy allowance of forage, and gave the usual vouchers,

signing the name of the legion quarter-master, without heing discovered by the

American foiage commissary or his assistants. The dress of both corps was

the same, green coatees and" leather breeches
;
yet the success of the stratagem

is astonishing.
* Arnold was practically acquainted with the dilatoriness attendant on mili-

tia movements; and finding, on his arrival i.m the state, that no preparaiioas lor

defence had been made, or even ordered, he dciermined to avail himself of the

supineness of the government, and by taking the first fair wind to approach

within one day's march of Richmond, possess himself of it, and destioy the

arms; which were then useless foi want of men, as now men had become user

less for want of arins. A well conceived and -well executed project.

+ Georee Russel Clarke, the Hannibal of the west.—Ed

25
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marred in the execution, by the precipitation with which the mihtia

abandoned their post, after discharging; one fire. Simcoe lost a few

men, and deemin<; pursuit useless, retired to tlie squadron.

Recurring to the past scene, we find that the Briti«h general en-

tered the Cfiesap ':<ike on the 3(.»th of Decemb -r ; that he look pos-

session of Ricbniood on the 5tlj of January, ninety miles from

H impton Roads, de.-tro) ing all the public stores there and at West-

ham, with such private property as was useful in war ; that he

reached Portsmouth on the 20: h, spreading devastation as he des-

cended the river, wher»'ver any ol>ject invited his attention; and

(hat during, this daring and destructive expedition, he never was se-

riously oppo-ed at any one point.

What must posterity thu)k of their ancestors, when they read

these truths ! Had not the war demonstrated beyond doubt that the

pr.-sent generation posse-sed its share of courage and love of coun-

try, we shi>uld tiave been pronounced destitute of tliese distinguish-

ed characteristics. There was, in fact, no deficiency of inclination

or zc!al (unequal as was tlio contest) in our militia to advance upon

the foe ; but there was a fatal w.mt of preparation, of military ap-

paratus, and of system,

A^iounding in the finest horses, and our citizens among the best

riders in the world, no regular corps of horse had been provided

for state defence ; although the face of our country, intersected ia

every quarter by navigable rivers unprotected by floating batteries

and undefen ied by torts, manifested the propriety of resorting to

this species of defence, as better calculated than any other within

our command, to curb the desultory incursions, under which we
had so often and severely suffered.

On'' suij;te legionary corps of three hundred horse and three

hundred musketry, with a battalion of mounted riflemen, accom-

panied oy a battalion of infantry, under a soldier of genius, would
have been amply sufficient to preserve the state from insults and

injuries ; and as this body might liave been conveyed with the

despatd) of horse, by double mounting, it would in some degree

have diminished the disadvantage we laboured under from the fiicil-

ity and ubiquity of our navigation. Such a firce might readily have

bee:i made up by drafts from the militia, and, being devoted to local

defence, many would have enlisted to avoid more distant service.

Throughout the state were intersperced officers, bred under

W ishington, compelled to turn away from the field of battle, be-

cause our diminished number of rank and file rendered a propor-

tionate diminution in officers incumbent : they were devoted to the

great cause for which they had fought, and with alacrity would
have rallied round the standard of their country, whenever sum-

moned by government. In the manner suggested, the common-
wualth might have been held untouched, and our military stores,

so much wanted, and so hard to obtain, would have been secured.

[nileed when known in New York, that such means of defence

were provided, no attempt like that entrusted to Arnold would have

been projected ; and sir Henry Clinton, not having it in his power
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to spare large divisions o( his force, these injurious anJ debasing

JDCursions would not have taken place. Never in the coiirst of ihe

war was a more alluring opportunity presented foi- honourable en-

terprise, with so fair a prospect of success.

Had the governor fortunately prepared, on leceipt of general

Washington's letter early in December, six or seven hundred militia

from the neighbourhood of Richmond and Petersburg, being the only

two places within the state possessing objects winch c<juld attract

the Briti?h aimament, well directed efforts against Arnold, as soon

a* he approached Rockets's, would have saved Richmond and West-

ham ; and might have terminated in the caj)lure of the traitor and

the destruction of his detachment.

The position at Rockets's is strong, and peculiarly adapted for

militia : the enemy's right tlank being ex| osed, as soon as his front

crossed the creek, to a sudden assault from the main lorce posted

along the rivulet and upon the heights, wliile the houses in tiont

gave defences from which it would not be very easy to dislodge an

inferior force determined to do its duty. Opposition in this qu.uter

would have stopped the invader. The country through which he

must retreat presents three points where he might have been ad-

vantageously assailed. The hist at Four Mile creek, where the

ground not only aff>rds powerful aid to the assailant, but is exactly

suitable to the Americans, who understand passing with tacility

through mud, water, and thick brush, hghting from covert to co-

vert ; whereas the enemy would never feel himself safe, unless in

close order and unison of action, neither of which could long be

preserved when attacked in such a position.

The next is, as you pass fio.n Richmond, at Pleasant'? mills, and

the last, more advantageous than either, is close under Malvern

hills, the north margin of the creek which intersects the road.

A discriminating officer, with inferior force, availing himself with

dexterity of the advantages which in many places the country af-

fords between Richmond and Westover, against a retreating foe,

could hardly fail to bring him to submission.

But we ivere unprepared for resistance ; and this inviting oppor-

tunity for service was lost. Our people in the lower country, find-

ing the metropolis gone, and the enemy unresisted, followed the

example of the government, abandoned their habitations, exposed

their families to the misery of flight, and left their property at the

mercy of tlie invader. ^^ hat ills spring from the timidity and im-

])Otence of rulers ! In them attachment to the common cause is

vain and illusory, unless guided in times of difficulty by courage,

wisdom and concert.

This scene of dismay, confusion and destruction look place much
about the time lord Cornwallis again opened the campaign in the

south ; and during the difhcult retreat which soon after ensu-

ed, the intelligence of Arnold's success reached the two armies,

deeply afEicting to the one, and higiily encouraging to the other.

Greene saw the state, on whose resources and ability he relied for

•upplics and reinforcements, prostrated at the feet of a handful of
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men, \o.(] by a traitor and deserter, while lord Cornwallis anticipated

wWh (Icli^iit his ultimate success, from comparing Arnold and his

detachment with himself and his army.

Baron Steuben, not being in a condition to force intrenchmenfs,

wisely distributed his mihlia in the vicinity of the enemy, for the

purpose of protecting the country from light incursions, made with

a view to collect provisions ov to seize plunder. No event occurred

in this quarter worthy of notice, general Arnold continuing to ad-

here to his |)Osition in rortsmouth, and baion Steuben never having

force sufficient to drive him from it.

Cono^ress and the commander in chiet", not less surprised than

tnorlitied at the tidings from Virginia, bestowed their immediate at-

tention upon that quarter. The Virginia delegiition. deploring the

situation of their country, ])refsed the chevalier La Luzurne, min-

ivSter plenipotentiary from his most cliristian majesty, to interpose

his f^ood othres with the commander of the French fleet at Rhode

Isl;md, for the purpose of inducing him to detach an adequate naval

force to the Chesapeake, conceiving that such co-operation was

alone wanting to restore the tarnished fame of the state, and to

punish the base invader. Vvashington, jiarticipating in the feelings

of the delegation, and urged by the duty of his station, took mea-

sures forthwith to assist the invaded state. He addressed himself to

count Rochambeau, commanding the land forces of his most chris-

tian majesty, and to Monsieur Destouches, admiral of his squadron

in the American seas, urging them to seize the present moment for

inflicting a severe blow on the common enem^r. He represented

the condition and situation of the British armament in Virginia
;

and expiated in fervid terms on the signal good which a prompt

movement with the fleet, having on boiird a small auxiliary force

from the army, to the Chesapeake, would certainly produce. He
deprecated a naval operation unaided by an adequate detachment

from the army, as incapal)le with the nulitia of the country to effect

the desired object ; and pressing co-operating exertions from the

general and admiral, he announced his intention, arising from the

confidence he felt that they would adopt his proposal, of drawing a

corps of twelve hundred men from his army, and detaching it with

orders to reach by forced nirnches the position of the enemy.
Providentially, thf^ French possessed at this moment naval superi-

ority ; the British having just before suffered severely in a storm

off Long Island. ^Ihe loss of one ship of the line, and the sub-

traction of two additional ships rendered unfit for service until re-

paired, gave this advantage. Had the admiral and general adopted

at once the phm proposed by Washington, the object might h;ive

been efTocted before the disabled British ships could have been re-

fitted for sea : but ibr reasons not explained, Monsieur Destouchee
did not move with his squadron, but despatched a part of it only to

the Chesapeake, without a single regiment from the army. The
commodore had no sooner reached his place of destination than,

discovering his inability to execute the expected service, he lias-

tened back to bis admiral. Falling in with a British frigate on his
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return, he captured her ; thus obtaining some little compensation

for the otherwise useless expedition. In the meantime general

V\ ashiniitoii's detacliment, under the marquis de la Fayette, pro-

ceeded to the he;id of Elk, where embarking in bay craft collect-

ed for the purpose, the marquis soon reached Annapolis ; from

which place, in pursuance of the proposed plan, he was to have

been taken dnwn the bay, under convoy of Monsieur Destouches,

In all military operations there is a crisis, which once passed, can

never he recalled. So it was now. We had failed to seize the fa-

voura!)|p moment, when in our grasp ; it went by, and was irrecov-

eraliK lo^t. Had the suggestion of VVashington been adopted in the

first instance, the British armament must have fallen, and the Ame-
rican traitor would have expiated upon a gibbet his atrocious crime.

So p^;rsuided was Washington that such was now to be the termina-

tion of his infamous life, tb.it he instructed the marquis not to admit

any stipulation in his surrender for his safety, and forbad, as he had

doi.'e on a former occasion, the smallest injury to the person of Ar-

nold ; his object being to bring him to public punishment, agreea-

bly to (be rules and regulations established by congress for the go-

vernment of the army. The commander in chief was much morti-

fied when he learnt that his proposition to the general and admiral

had not been executed, as he was well convinced the propitious op-

portunity was irretrievably past. His chagrin arose not only from

failure in striking his enemy, from failure in vindicating the reputa-

tion of Virginia, but also i'rom this second escape of Arnold, whose

safe delivery at headquarters engaged his attention from the mo-

ment of his desertion. Nevertheless, he concurred with zeal in

the tardy adoption of his plan by the French commanders, and con-

tinued the marquis at Annapi lis for co-operation. Monsieur Des-

touches tinding, by the return of his commodore, that the contem-

plated ol'ject had not been etiected, sailed from Rhode Island with

his squadron on the eighth of March, vvith a suitable detachment

from the army, under the count de Viominil. Time had been af-

forded for refittins the two disabled ships belonging to the British

fleet, which being accomplished, admiral Arbuthnot put to sea on

the tenth, in pursuit of the French tieet, and came up with it on the

sixteenth, off the capes of Virginia.

The hostile fleets were not long in view before they engaged.

The action was not general, and, like most sea battles, indecisive,*

At^ter one hour's combat the fleets separated, each claiming the vic-

tory. However well su[tp<'rted might be the title of the French

admiral, it cannot be doubled that he entirely failed in the object of

the expedition ; nor is it less certain that his disappointment result-

ed from the rencontre that had just taken place, which was followed

by the British admir;d's possession of the entrance inio the Chesa-

peake, and by the return of the French fleet to Rhode Island.

Nevertheless congress, the states, and the commander in chief,

%vere considerably elated by the iss-ue of the naval combat ; for al-

* Before those of Howe, St. Vincents, Duncan, and above all, of Nelson.
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ihongh the fleet of our ally h;id not gained any decisive advantage,

and had been obliged to abandon its enterprise, still, without supe-

riorit} of force, it had sustained aii Cfju il coTibat ai^ainst an enemy
whose predominance on the ocean had been long established Con-
gress complimented Monsieur Uestouche? with a vote of thanks, ex-

pressing their appiol>ation and confidence ; while general Washing-

ton, with much cordiality and salisfaction, tendered to the admiral

his sincere con<j:;ratulations. So sensible had been sir Henry Clinton

of the vulnerable condition of Arnold, that he hastened the embar-

kation ot a considerable body ot troops, under major general Phillips,

(lately exchanged) intended ultimately to co-operate with lord Corn-

wallis, but now to reinforce the detachment in Virginia, as soon as

the British fleet should be enabled to put to sea.

Arbuthnot had not long sailed when he was followed by the trans-

ports with the armament under I'hillip«:, which, stenring directly tor

the Chesapeake, safely arrived, afirr a short passage; and. proceed-

ing up Elizabeth river, the troops debarked at Portsmouth, to the

great joy of brigadier Arnold, whose apfirehensions during the pre-

ceding three weeks had been excruriating.

The marquis la Fayette was recalled from Annapolis to the head

of Elk, whence he was directed to proceed to Virginia, and take up-

on himself the command of the troops collected and collecting for

its protection. The British force, united at Portsmouth, amounted

to three thousand tive hundred; and, to the great satisfaction of the

officers heretofore serving under Arnold, was now placed under the

direction of general Phillips. This officer occupied himself in com-

pleting the fortifications begun by Arnold, and making such addition-

al defences as the security of the post required. As soon as this

was effei ted, he prepared for ofl'onsive operations.

Leaving one thousand men in Portsmouth, he embarked with the

residue in vessels selected for the purpose, and proceeded up James

river, with a view of consummating the system of destruction so

successfully pursued by Arnold during his short ex[)edition.

Although the heavy hand of the enemy had been stretched twice

before across this defenceless countr\, withering every thing it

touched; although the difficulty with which our infant nation, with-

out money and without credit, gathered together small quantities

of supplies, without which resistance must terminate ; and although

the state of our interior forbad the hope of effectual opposition, not

from the want of means, but from the want of wisely husbanding and

wiselv applying our resources, proved again and again by severe ex-

perience
;
yet the interval since Arnold's unopposed visit to the

metropolis was passed in inactivity as all preceding periods of quie-

tude had passed. What little remained of the vitals of resistance

was still left in the exposed region of the stale, instead of being

collected and transported over the Blue ridge, our nearest security.

Instead of admonishing our planters of the danger to which their

tobacco was expo-;ed in the public warehouses on the navigable ri-

vers, and iirsiing them to keep this valuable resource safe at home
for better times, our towns were tilled with our staple commodity.
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ready to be burnt, or to be exported, as might best comport with

the enemy's views.

Indeed, in the language ofscripture, " we left undone those things

which we ought to have done, and did those things which we ought

not to have done," and well might follow the disgraces and distresses

which ensued.

At York Town were deposited some naval stores, and in its har-

bour were a few public and private vessels. This little assemblage

seems first to have engaged the notice of the British general. Hav-
ing advanced up the river opposite to Williamsburg, the former seat

of government, Phillip** landed with his troops at Burvell's ferry,

and took possession of this deserted city without opposition ; hence
he detached to York Town, where destroying our small magazine,

he relumed to his fleet, and proceeded up the river. Reaching
City Point, which is situated on the south side of James river, where
it receives the Appomatox, the British general again debarked his

army.
Petersburg, the great mart of that section of the stale which lies

south of Appomatox, and of the northern part of North Carolina,

stands upon its banks, about twelve miles from City Point ; and af-

ter the destruction of Norfolk, ranked first among the commercial
towns of the state. Its chief export was tobacco, considered our

best product, and at this time its warehouses were filled. In addi-

tion were some public stores ; as this town, being most convenient

to the army of Greene, had become a place ofdepot for all imported

supplies required for southern operations.

Phillips directed his march to Petersburg, which he soon reached,

without opposi;ion, as appeared then to be the habit of Virginia.

All the regul.ir force of this state being under Greene in South
Carolina, its defence depended entirely upon the exertions of its

executive government, and its militia. Two thousand of this force

were now in the field, directed by the baron Steuben, seconded by

general Nelson; half of which was stationed on each side of James
river. Steuben, not doubting Phillips's object, put himself at the

head of the southern division in the vicinity of Petersburg, the safe-

ty of which he endeavoured to efiVct ; but as he was inculpable of

doing more than merely to preserve appearances, this effort was

abortive. Advancing into the town, the British troops fell upon
Steuben's division, well posted, and as usual, willing, but incapable,

to resist eff'ectually. A distant cautious rencontre ensued ; adroitly

managed by the baron, and sharply upheld by his troops. It ter-

minated, as was foreseen, in the retreat of Steuben over the Appo-

matox, breaking down the bridge after passing it, to prevent pur-

suit. Phillips, now in quiet possession of the town, pursued the

British policy of crushing southern resistance, by destroying the re-

sources of Virginia. The warehouses, stored with tobacco, our

best substitute for money, were consumed. Every thing valuable

was destroyed ; and the wealth of this flourishing town in a few

hours disappeared. Pursuing this war of devastation, he crossed

the Appomatox, having repaired the bridge ; and dividing his supe-
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rior force, he detached Arnold to Osborne's, another phice of to-

bacco storage, while he proceeded himself to the court-hoii^e of

Chesterfield county, which lies opposite to Richmond, between the

James and Appo.nalox rivers. At this latter place was no tobacco,

then the chief object of British conquerors ; t)ut barra';k^» had been

erected, and stores collected there, for the accomniodation of our

recruits, when assembled at this place to join the southern army.

Arnold destroyed tobacco and every thing he found at Osborne's,

as did Phillips the barracks and stores at the court-house. These
exploits being performed, the two divisions of the army rejoined on

the route to Manchester, a small village south of James river, in

view of the metropolis, one of them passing through Warwick,

another sra.di village : here was more tobacco, of couise more de-

vastation followed.

The tobacco vvar being thus far finished, our sm.dl squadron of

armed vessels lying in the river, here very narrow, became the

next object of the Biitish detachment. This naval force had been

collected for the purpose of co-operating with the French expedi-

tion from Newport against Portsmouth, which proved abortive ; and

among other ills flowing from the abortion, was the loss of this

little squadron. The commodore was very politely summoned to

surrender, to which summons he bid defiance, declaring " his de-

termination to defend himself to the last extremity." Quickly

two sixes and two grasshoppers were brought to bear upon him
;

when he as quickly scuttled and set fire to his vessels, escaping

with his crew to the northern banks of the river : one way of
•' holding out to the last extremity," but not that commonly under-

stood by the term. Reaching Manchester, general Phillips renew-

ed hostility upon tobacco, ot which great quantities were found ia

the warehouses ; this village, although in sight of Richmond, hav-

ing been saved by the intervening river from sharing with the me-
tropolis in Arnold's ravages. Nothing now remained on the south

side of James river, below the falls, for British fire ; all the tobacco,

with all our valuables within reach, were burnt, or conveyed on

board ship. It was necessary to cross to Richmond, or to lay aside

the torch. The former measure was the one desired, and would

have been executed, had not the opportune arrival, on the pre-

ceding evening, of the marquis de la Fayette, with his New Eng-

land regulars, put an insu[)erable bar to tlie project. No bridge

then united the two shores, and no maritirne aid was at hand to

accelerate a passage, now to be effected only by the bayonet, cover-

ed by adequate and commanding batteries. The Bi itish force un-

der Phillips was between three and four thousand, fully adequate

of itself to prepare a iuidge of boats, and to foice its way across
;

but nature had bestowed upon the north side of the river heights

commanding effectually both shores. The marquis, strengthened*

* Wlicnever the commitment of our militia in battle with regulars occurs*

the heart of the wriier is rent with painful einntioiis; kiiowuig, as he does, the

waste of life resulting from the stupid cruel policy. Can there be any system

devised by the wit of marj, more the ccmpound of inhumanity, of murder, and
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by two thousand militia,* presented a respectable force, better

appropriated to marches and countermarches, waiting for the assis-

tance which time and opjiortunity never fail to present, than for

the close and stubborn conflicts which defences of posts and resis-

tance to river passages are sure to produce. Had Phillips been in

Richmond, and the maiquis in Manchester, the river would have

been passed with ease. Such is the value of what is called the

advantage of ground in war t Relinquishing his design, general

Phillips quitted Manchester, marching down the south side of the

river to Bermuda Hundred ; tlie only spot in the state which re-

tained the old Anglican term brought over by the first settlers
;

situated on the south shore of the James, at its confluence with the

Appomatox river. Although no tobacco warehouses, with their

conienis, remained to attract the exertion of British valour, yet

V'trious articles presented themselves in this ill-fated district, which,

exciting cupidity, could not fail in being taken into safe keeping by

this formidable army.
Wnen governments adopt the policy of plunder and conflagra*

tion, they owe to the world, as well as to their nation, the justifica-

tion of such departure Irom the liberal usage of war. In every

condition of things such justification is difficult ; in this state of

atfairs it was impracticable. The subjugation of the weakest por-

tion of the Union, to which alone all the disposable force of Great

Britain had been and was devoted, began to be viewed as chimeri-

cal even by the British officers. The battle of Guilford had fixed

an impression on the condition of the war, which audibly declared

the futility even of victory itself. To burn and to destroy, where

no hope of eff"ectiiig tiie object could exist but with the infatuated,

was not less cruel than disgraceful. That the only people in the

world, understanding and enjoying political liberty, powerful and

enlightened, the brethren of Locke, of Newton, and of Hampden,

of waste .'' Ought any government to be respected, which, when peace permits

sub6.titution of a better system, neglects to avail itself of the opportunity .' ^yas

a father to put his son, with his small-sword drawn for the first time, against

an experienced swordsman, would not his neighbours exclaim murderer I vile

murderer ! Just so acts the government ; and yet our parents are all satisfied;

although, whenever war takes place, their sons are to be led to the altar ol

blood. Dreadful apathy 1 shocking coldness to our progeny !

* And sixty dragoons, see Marshall, v. 4, p. 428, and infra p. 29.—Ed.

t These observations appear to be just and instructive, in reference to that

most beautiful and impotlant military operation, the passage of rivers in the

face of an enemy. They will serve to illustrate many recollections of the mil-

itary reader, particulaily Bonaparte's passage of the Beregina, where, by seiz-

ing on a commaiidiugbank of that river, his artillery secured the passage in

spite of the army of Tchitchakoff, posted on the opposite side, in spite of the

hasty and imperfect structure of the bridges, of the inclement weather, and the

exhausted condition of his troops. Surrounded by danger, disappointment, and

despair, his genius lost none of its resources, and extricated him by an opera-

tion which would have done honour to his most brilliant and successful cam-

paigns. The most celebrated examples of the military passage of rivers, are

probably, that of the Rhine by Caesar, that of the Po by Prince Eugene, that of

the Rhine by Prmce Charles of Locraine, and of the Danube by Bonaparte at

Inder Loban.—Ed.

26
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should encourage, by their example, a return to barbarism, affords

a melancholy proof of the inetlicacy of the arts and the sciences,

the sweets of civilization, nay, even of liberty itself, over passion

supported by power. The British nation guided by ministers with-

out talents, disappointment could not but ensue to many of tLeir

enterprises ; which, embittering the heart instead of correcting the

head, produced this baneful system, so destructive to the comfort

first of the farmers of Connecticut, now of the planters of Virginia
;

heaping up a stock of irritation and hate, to be dissipated only by

the force of time.

Opposite to Bermuda Hundred is City Point, where Phillips had

disembarked when proceeding to Petersburg ; the tleet continuing

in this harbour, the British general re embarked his army, and fell

down the river.

The marquis La Fayette, informed by his light parties of the

movement of the enemy, followed cautiously on the north side of

the river, until he reached the head waters of the Chickohominy,

one of the branches of James river, behind which he took post.

Here he learned, by his exploring parties, that the British fleet

was re-iiscending the river ; when, breaking up from Chickohominy,

the marquis hastened back to Richmond.

On his route he was informed, that Phillips was again dis-embark-

ing his army on the south side of the river ; one division at Bran-

don, the seat of Benjamin Harrison, esq., and the second division at

City Point. Persuaded that the enemy's present object was the

possession o{ Petersburg, for (he purpose of meeting lord Corn-

waliis, whose approach to Halifax was known, La Fayette deter-

mined to move by forced marches in that direction. The British

general advancing with equal rapidity, antl being nearer to Peters-

burg, reached it first. Phillips had flattered himself, that the pow-

erful advantage derived from the celerity and ease with which his

army might be conveyed by water, would enable him to strike deci-

sively the American general, whom he hoped to allure low down the

neck formed by the James and Chickohominy. While occupied in

the incipient step to this end, he received lord Cornwallis's despatch,

forwarded, as has been before mentioned, when that general com-

menced his march from Wilmington ; and therefore hurried to Pe-

tersburg, the designated point of junction. Though young and

enterprising, La Fayette was too sagacious to have risked the bold

measure of occupying Petersburg, even had he been free to act as

his own judgment might direct ; but acting, as he did, in a subor-

dinate character, he never could have been induced to violate

orders. Major general Greene, commanding in the Southern De-
partment, directed the operations in \ irginia as well as in Carolina

;

and apprehending loss from temerity, he enjoined, first on baron

Steuben, and afterwards upon his successor, the preservation of the

army, by avoiding general action, and confining his operation to the
•' petit guerre ;" convinced that a steady adherence to this system

only could save the South. It is not to be presumed, that, with

flucb instructions from his superior, at the head of a force inferior
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to that under Phillips, with a fe<v lately raised cavalry, the Ameri-
can general would have hazarded placing himself between Corn-
wallis and the army under Phillips. But in his difficult situation, it

was necessary to preserve appearances, to keep the country in good
spirits, as well as to render his soldiers strict in attention to duty,
never so susceptible of discipline as when impressed with the con-
viction that battle is at hand. Finding the British general in occu-
pation of Petersburg, La Fayette fell back ; and recrossing James
river, took a position upon its northern margin, some miles below
Richmond. Here he exerted himself to increase the ability of his

army, by diminishing his baggage, establishing system and punctual-
ity in its several departments, and introducing throughout rigid dis-

cipline. Nor was he unmindful of the peril which awaited the pub-
lic stores again collected in Richmond ; notwithstanding the severe
admonition lately received from brigadier Arnold. To their remo-
val he applied all the aid in his power, which was effected in due
time, though unhappily not to a proper place.*

* Upon this and similar observations in the text, the following correspondence
was held with Mr. Jeflerson a short time before his death. His eloquent justi-

fication appears to be directed against severer st-rictures than those to be found
ill the memoirs, which apply rather to the inefficiency of the government of
Virginia at the time, than to the particular Executive magistrate. It is certain
that, during the excitement of tlie revolutionary cootest, and subsequent political

contentions, injurious accusations were levelled at this illustrious patriot; and
it would seem thnt, not having a copy of this work befoie him, he wrote under
the impression that it repeated them. The fact is otherwise, and the reader
will perceive that the tone of the author is moderate, and the character of his

observations for the most part general.— Ed.

" Washington, 3rd May, 1826.
" Sir :

** At the request of some military friends, and in compliance with a de-

sire which I have for several years entertained, I am preparing a second edition

of my fathei's memoirs of the southern war —with his own M. S. cmrectioiis,

with the advantage of various .suggestions from colonel Howard, and with such

additions and explanations, as my own acquaintance with the subject will ena-

ble me to furnish.
" In this undertaking! have reached the second volume, and find that the ac-

count given of Arnold's invasion is net favourable to your foresight or energy.

Between the 1st and 19tli pages, the narrative and reflectinns will be found to

which I allude, and I think it my duty as an in.partial understrajiprr in historic

labours, to notify you of the task I am now engaged in, and to offer either to

incorporate such explanations as you may choose to furnish me with, ami as

Biay appear satisfactory to my judgment, in my own notes to the work; or to

subjoin your own statements, under your own name, with a proper reference to

the text, and every advantage that may secure you fair play.

" Reserving at the same time, if you prefer the latter course, the right of ac-

companying your statements with such observations as ni)' sense of truth and
justice may dictate, if it should dictate any. 1 make this reservation with a

view of holding the independence of my own mind clear and undoubted, as

every man who writes of his contemporaries ought to do. In this sentiment I

hope you will agree with me, and see that it is compatible with per/ect resjject

for yourself.''
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CHAPTER XXIX.

X. HE hostile nrmy being separated, general Greene turned his

attention to the improvement of his unresisted possession of the

field.

"9//iJWay, 1826.

•« Sir :

«' Since my last letter, it has occuned to me that it should have contained

an idea which it did not express. It is this—that under the circumstances in

which the governors of states, and the continental officers weie placed, it is

reasonable to suppose that, however correct the conduct oftiie former may have

been, the opinions of the latter would be unfavourable to them. Indeed, the more

accurate, the more limited by law, and tliose considerations whicli have now

ripened into state rights—the more tendei of individual liberty and piivate

property the governor may have been, the more censorious and dissatisfied

would the continental officer become, whose views were solely and ardently

fixed on rescuin'^ the country from subjinnion to Britain, and who was ready to

risk even liberty itself for indepeiidence. It is therefore really a proof of your

respective merits Ihat my father and general Greene should have supposed you

were not quite as inilitaiy and energetic—not quite as prompt and grasping in

preparing and applying the means of the stale—"our lives, our fortunes and

our sacred honour," to public use and warlike purposes, as you ought to have

been; and I have little doubt if Jefferson had been the "military chieftain,''

and Greene the regulated statesman—the elece of Montesquieu and Locke

—

that Greene would have occasioned the same strictures which were actually-

applied to Jefferson Hence, from these distinct force>, arose our federal and

democratic parties—"ex illofonte derivata eludes.''' The men of the sword who
defended the country necessarily for the most part became federaii'-ts—the men

of the pen who taugh' the nature and value of liberty, and "snuffed the

approach of tyranny in every tainted breeze," became democrats, adhered

more literally to the true grounds of the revolution, and had to protect liberty

from her most devoted friends. 1 cannot puisue this interesting subject at

present any farther, but it is my intention in a work which 1 propose commenc-

ing as soon as I get out this second edition of my father's, to uniold from this

foundation the history and character of our political parties—their relation to

the events of the revolution, and their operations on the structure and adminis-

tration o] our goveriinient. I have ventured to trouble you with this reference to

the subject, in hopes of obtaining in addition to such matter as may relate to

your own history, lights that may lead and quicken me in developing this

branch of our aunals. 1 will add, that I think the effect of this division has

on the whole been useful, and that I hope to explain in what inanuer and in

"what degree. Of course 1 use the word c/ades in the quotation, not as Horace
intended it.

With veneration and esteem,

your ob't serv't,

H. LEE."
Mr Jefferson,

MoiUicelio,''''

" Munlicello, May 15, 1826,

•' Dear Sir:

" The sentiments of justice which have dictated your letters of the 3rd

and 9th instant, are worthy of all praise, aufi merit and meet my tiiHiikful ac-

knowleflginenis. Were your faiher u >w living, an I pioposiiig as you are, to

publish a seroiifl edition ol his inc.moiis, I -iiii satisfied, he \\oi:ld ^ive a very

different aspect to the pages of that work, which respect Arnold's invasion
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Whether to approach Wilmington, with a view of opposing Corn-

wallis's operations at the threshold ; or to take a more Sdiubrious

ami surprise of Richmond, in the winter of I780-I. He was then, I believe,

ill South Carolina, too distant from tlie scue of these truusactioiis, to relate

tliem oil his own knowledge, or even to sift iheni from thn clialf of rumours,

then afloat, rumours which vanished soon bolbre the real truth, as vapours before

the sun, obliterated, by their notoriety, from every candid mind, and Dy the voice

of tlie many, who, as actors oj spectators, knew what hud truly passed. 1 he

facts shall spehk for themselves.

"General Washington had just given notice to all the governors on the sea-

boad, JN'oith and doutii, that an embarkation was taking place at JNew-Voik,
destined for ihe Southward, as was nilen out there, and on Sunday, the Jlsi of

December, 1 780, we received inlormation that a fleet had entered our Capes;
it happened fortunately, that our legislature was at tliai moment in session,

and within two days of their rising. 60 that, iluring tliese two days, we had
the benefit of their presence, and ol the counsel and information of tbe members,
individually. On Monday, tlie 1st of Januar)', we were m susjjeuse, as to the

de£tii!aiio!i of this fleet, wliether up the bay or up our nver On luesdjy,
at 10 o'clock, however, we received informaiiuu ttiat tliey liad entered the

James river j and on general advice, we instantly prepared orders for calhng
in the militia, one half from the nearer counties, ami a fourth from the more
remote, which would constitute a force of between four and five thousand men ;

of which orders the members of tbe legislature, which adjourned that day, took

charge, each to his respective county, and we began the removal of eveiy thing

from Hichmoiul. The wind being fair and strong, the enemy ascended tiie river

as rapidly as the expresses could liile, who were despatched to us from time to

time to notify their progress. At 5 I'. M, on IhurscJay, we learnt that they
had then been ihiee bonis landed at VVestover. The wliole militia of the adja-
cent counties were now called for, and to come on, individually, without wait-

ing any regular array. At 1 P. M. the next day, \^h c\6ay) tiiey entered Kich«
JTiontI, and on Saturday, after 24 hours' possession, burning some houses, de-
stroying properly, »tc. they retreateil, encamped that evening 10 miles below,
and reached their sliii)ping at VVestover, the next day, (.Sunday.)

"By this time had assembled three hundred militia under colonel JVicholar, 6
miles above Westover, and two hundred under general iN'elson, at Charles city
Court-house, 8 miles below; two or three hundred at Petersburg, had put them-
selves under general Smalhvood, of Maryland, accidentally there on his pas-
sage through the Stale; and baron Steuben with eight hundred, and colonel
Gibson with one thousand, were also on the South ,-ide of James river, aiming
to reach Hood's before the enemy should have pas.sed it ; where they hoped
they could arrest them. But the wind having shifted, carried them down as
prosperously as it had brou-ht them up the river. Within the first five days,
therefore, about 2500 men had collected at three or four different points ready
for junction.

"I was absent myself from Richmond, but always within observing distance
of the enemy, three days only ; during which I was never off my horse but to
take food or rest; and was every where, where my presence coiilJ be of any
service ; and I may witli confidence, challenge any one to put his finger on the
point of time when I was in a state of remissness from any duty of my station.
But, I vvas not with the army!—True, for 1st. wheie was it .^ 2d. I was en-
gaged in the more important functions of taking measures to collect an army ;

and without military education myself, instead of jeopardizing the public safety
by pretending to t;.ke its command, of which I knew nothing, I had committed
that to persons of the art, men who knew how to make the best use of it;
to Steuben, lor instance, to Welson and otheis, possessing that military skill
and expirience of which I had none,

"Let our condition too, at that time be duly considered, without arms, with-
out money of eifect, without a regular soldier in the stale, or a regular officer
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;hu1 distant position, with Virginia in his rear, and there t» wait his

lor(Jshii»'s advance towards his long meditated victim, became at first

except Steuben, a niilitin scattered over the country and called at a moment's
warning to leave tiicir families and friends in liie dead of winter ; to nieet an
enemy readj' marshalled and prepared nt all points to receive iliem ! Yet had
lime been given them by tiie tardy retreat of that enemy, I have no doubt but
the rush to arms, and to the protection of their country, wouki have been as
lapid and universal as in tlieir invasion during our late war; when at the first

monienl of notice our citizens rose in mass, from every part of the State, and
without waiting to be n.arshallcd by their officers, armed themselves, and march-
ed off by ones and by twos, as quickly as they could equip themselves. Of the
individuals of tlie same house, one would fctarl in the morning, a second at

noon, a third in the evening ; no one waiting an hour for the company of anoth-
er. This I saw myself on the late occasion, and should have seen on the former,

had wind and tide, and a Howe, instead of an Arnold, slackened their pace
ever so little.

" And is the surprise of an open and unarmed pUce, although called a City and
even a Capital, so unprecedented as to be matter of indelible reproach .''

—

Which of our (lapilals during the same war, was not in possession of the same
enemy, not merely by surprise and for a day only, but permanently ? That
of Georgia? of South Carolina f Noitli Carolina? Pennsylvania? New York?
Connecticut? llhode Island .' iNlassacliusetts ? And, if others were not, it was
because the enemy saw no object m taking possession of them—add to the list

in the late war, Washington also, the metropolis of the Union, covered by a
fort, with troops and a dense population; and, what capital on the continent

of Europe [St. Petersburgh and its regions of ice excepted] did not Bonaparte
take and hold at his pleasure ? Is it thon just that Ivichiiiond and its authori-

ties alone should be placed under the reproach of history, because, in a moment
of peculiar denundation of resources, by the coup de main of an enemy, led

on by the hand of fortune, directing the winds and weather to their wishes, it

was surprised and held for 24 hours? Or, strange that that enemy, with such
advantages should be enabled then to get off without risking the honours he had
achieved by burnings and destrLictions of property, peculiar to his principle of

warfare ? We at least may leave these gjories to tlieir own trumpet.
'• During this crisis of trial 1 was left alone, unassisted by the co-operation

of a single public functionary ; for, with the legislature, every member of the

council had departed, to take care of his own lamily, unaided even in my
bodily labouis, but by my horse, and he exhausted at length by fatigue, sunk

under me in the public road, where [ had to leave him, and with my saddle

and bridle on my shoulders, to walk a foot to the nearest farm, where I

borrowed an unbroken coalt, and proceeded to Manchester, opposite Riclimond,

which the enemy had evacuated a few hours before.

" Without pursuing these minute details, I will here ask the favour of you to

turn to Girardiij's History of Viigioia, where such of them as are worthy the

notice of history are relaterl in that scale of extension, which its objects avimit.

That woiji was written at Milton, within 2 or o miles of Moiiticello ; and at

the reijuesi. of the author, I communic»ted to him every paper I possessed on the

subject, of which he marie the use he thought proper lor his work, ^see his pagea

453, 400, and the Ajiijendix XI —XV.) 1 can assure you of the truth of every

fact he has drawn fron' iliese papcis, and of the genuineness of such as he has

taken the trouble of copying. It liappencd that <luiing these eight days of in-

cessant labour, for the tjiMitnt of iny own memory, I carefully noted every cir-

cumstance worth it. I liese memorandums were often written on horseback,

and oil scraps of paper taken out of my pocket at the mouient, fortunately pre-

served to this day, and now lying before me. I wish you could see them. But

my papers of that period are stitched together in large masses, and so tatteted

and tender, as not to admit removal further than fioni their shelves to a reading

lUble. Tliey bi ar an internal evidence of fidelity which inust carry conviitinn
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the subject of deliberation. Very soon a pl.in of action was submit-

ed to the general, radically repugnant to those which had risen into

to every ooe who sees them. We have nothing in onr neighbourhood which
(iould compensate the trouble of a visit to it, unless perhaps our University,
which I believe you have not seen, and I can assure you is worth seeing.
Should you think so, I would ask as much of your lime at Mouticello, as would
enable you to examine these papers at your ease. Many others, too, arc in-
tersperced among them, which have relation to your object, many letters from
generals Gates, Greene, Stevens, and others engaged in the Soutliern war,
and in the North also. All should be laid open to you without reserve—for

there is not a truth existing which I fear, or would wish unknown to the whole
world. During the invasion of Arnold, Phillips and Cornwallis, until my time
of otfice expired, 1 made it a point, once a week, by letters to the President of
Congress and to general Washington, to give them an e.iact narrative of the
transactions of the week. These letters should still be in the office of State in
Washington, and in the presses at Mount Vernon. Or, if the former were de-
stroyed by the conflagiations of the British, the latter are surely safe, and
may be appealed to in corrohoiation of what I have now written.
There is another transaction very erroneously stated in the same work, which

although not concerning myself, is within my own knowledge, and I think it a
duty to communicate it to you. I am sorry that not being in possession of a
copy of the Memoirs, I am not able to quote the passage, and still less the
facts themselves, verbatim f[om the text; but of the substance recollected, I
am certain. It is said there, that about the time of Tarleton's expedition
up the North branch of James river to Charlottesville and Monticello, Simcoe
was detached up the Southern branch, and penetrated as far as New London,
in Bedford, where he destroyed a depot of arms, .tc. &c. I was with my^am-
ily at the time at a possession I have within 3 n)iles of New-London, and I can
assure you of my knowleHge, that he did not advance to within 50 miles of
New-London. Having reached the lower end of Buckingham, as I have under-
stood, he heard of a depot of arms and a party of new recruits under Baron
Steuben, somewhere in Prince Edward. He left the Buckmgham road, imme-
diately at or ueai Franciscos, pushed directly South at this new object, was
disappointed and returned to and down James River to head quarters. I had
then returned to Monticello myself, and from thence saw the smokes of his
conflagration, of houses and property on that river, as they successively arose
in the horizon at a distance of '2.5 or 30 miles. I must repeat that his ex-
cursion from Francisco s js not within my own knowledge, but as 1 have heard
it from the inhabitants on the Buckingham road, which for many years I
travelled 6 or 8 times a year. The particulars of that therefore may need in-
quiry and correction.

These are all the recollections wittiin the scope of your request, which I can
state with precision and certainty, and of these you are free to make what use
yon think proper in the new edition of your father's work ; and with them I pray
you to accept assurances of my great esteem and respect,

„ , ^ „
TH. JEFFERSON."

H. Lee, Esq."

,

'^ -^ronluello, Mat/ 30, 1826.

' Your favour of the 25th came to hand yesterday, and I shall be happy
to receive you at the time you mention, or at any other, if any other shall bemore convenient to you.
" Not being now possessed of a copy of general Lee's memoirs, as I before

observed to you, I may have mis-remembered the passage respecting Simcoe's
expedition, and very willingly stand corrected. The only facts relative to it.
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notice, and which combating both in jirinciple, rcclucerl the discus-

sion to a single point :
" Shall the army wait upon the enemj, or

shall it instantly advance upon Camden."*

which I can state from personal knowloilge are, that being at Monticello on the

yth, lOth, and llth, of June 'bljOii one of those days (I cannot now a^cet^i«in

which) I distinctly saw the smokes of houses surc.efsivejy nris-ing in the horizon

a little bej'ond James river, and which I learnt from indubitahle testimony were
kindled by his corps ; and that being within tliree or four miles of New London,

from that lime to the 25ih of July, he did not, within that i.pacc of lime, reach

New London ; but all this may be better explained viva voce; and in tl)e mean
time 1 repeat assurances of my great esteem and respect.

TH. JEFFERSON."

H. Lee, Esq."

In further justification of Mr. Jefferson, it may be proper to add, that al-

though a motion to inipeach him was n)Hde in tlio assembly, by Mr. Georgo

Niciiolas, and a day appointed for commenring the trial—on which day Mr.
Jefferson attended, prepared to meet the prosecution—the mover abandoned the

impeachment, and both houses unaiiiuiously adopted the following resolution-^
" Resolved, that liie sincere tnanks of the general assenihly be given to out

former governor, Thomas Jefferson, Esq. lor his impartial, upright, and attentive

administration whilst in office. The assembly wish, in the strongest manner, to

declare the high opinion whirn they entertain of Mr. Jefferson's ability, recti-

tude, and integrity, as chief magistrate of this commonwealth ; and mean by
thus publicly avowing their opinion, to obviate and to remove all unmerited

censure."

It is obvious that, if Mr. Jefferson had been in fault, the general assembly

would have been equally to blame, for the unprepared and defenceless state in

which Arnold founci the seat of government of Va. ; and that the exhausted

state of the commonwealth, both as to men and money, the disinclination of the

people to any thing like the maintenance of a standing force, with the uncer-

tainty of Arnold's destinaiicn, and the foituitous rapidity of his progress, viere

sufficient causes for hit- success and our disasters. In so far as the observations

in the text are applicable to these causes, they are perfectly just.—Ed.

'* The natural inference from the language of this passage is, that Lee him-

self suggested the plan of operations which is here about to be detailed ; and

as it eventuated so hapnily for the fame of general Greene and the independence

of America, it appears proper to furnish the reader vvith a summary of such

facts as substantiate the intrinsic probability of the intimation. First among
these is the positive affirmation of couipctent and unimpeachable witnesses.

The honourable Peter Johnston of Virginia, who was a lieutenant in Lee's le-

gion, and doctor Matthew Irvine of Charleston, who was his cavalry surgeon,

and the confidential friend of himself and of general Greene; both testily ing to

the same point, and the latter declaring that he was himself tlie organ confided

in by Lee for communicating this council to Greene. (See the letters of these

gentlemen, in the Campaign oi 1781, p. 399, and seq.) Next in order are the

expressions of Greene himself, in his letter written (p. 297) three days after his

defeat at Camden, and under the mnrtil'ying reflections it produced. ' I have

run every hazard to promote ^/o?//- /?/«« of operations '' Shewing clearly, that

Greene wsll knew it belonged to Lee. Indeed it is impossible to believe that at

this moment of depres-ion and anxiety he would be so weak and ungenerous as

to impute to the counsels of a friend and fellow soldier, the origin of a disastrous

ineasuie, which he was conscious had proceeded from the uninfluenced concep-

tions of his own mind. The evidence of these circumstances appears to be con-

clusive, that the suggestion was made by Lee ; and the only doubt which caa
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The proposer suggested, that, leaving Cornwallis to act as he
might choo-*e, the army should be led back into South Carohna.
That the mam body should move upon Cumden, while the liii,ht

corps, taking a lower direction, and joining brigadier Marion, should
break down all intermediate f)0^ts, completely demolishing commu-
nication bi'tween C'amden and Ninety Six with ChurK'ston ; and thus

placing the British force in South Carolina in a triangle, Camden and
Nmety-Six formuigthe base, insulated as toco-operation, and desti-

tute of supplies, even of" provision, for any length of time.

From tiie first moment the substitute was presented to the mind
of Greene, it received his decided preference. There was a splen-

dour in the plan which will always attract a hero. Yet the stake was
great, the subject dilhcult. and powerful arguments, pressed by de-
servedly influential soldiers, maintained the propriety of adhering to

the first contemplated system.

They contended, that the battle of Guilford had given a superiori-

ty to the American a'nns which might be preserved ; and if preserv-

ed, the liberation of the South must follow. They admitted the

insalubrity oi the lower country, but denied the necessity of placing

the army in it ; as the healthy region was sulhciently near to the

remain is, whetticr Greene might not linve ronceived the plan siimiltaneously

with Lee, or iuclcpenclently of liim. At best, this is merely possible, and I

know not that history has any thing to do \vith possibililies. 'I'hat Lee con-
ceived it, is an historical fact, as well attested as that he conceiveJ the eloquent
expressions which Marshall pronoii.Tced on the death and character of general
Washington, viz :

" First in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his

fellow-citizens.'' Marshall himself says, (vol. 5, p. 7C5,) Lee was the author of

the resolutions containing these memorable words ; and Greene, in his letter of
the 28th of April, I'/hl, says he was the author of this military plan, which
general Hamilton, in an oration delivered before the society of Cincinnati in

honour of Greene's memory, aiiirincd, was not surpassed in boi<lncss and wis-

dom by Scipio'b famous deterniinition to invade Africa. And, while it would
be as reasonable to disbelieve Marshall in the first case, as Greene in the se-

cond, it appears as probable that the eiociuenre of Lee was anticipated by the

historian, as that his invention was forestalled by the general.

Although the supposition that Greene did also conceive this plan, is a mere
metaphysical hypothesis, having no connection whatever with (acts, or with tes-

timony, these are r.ircumst^tnces which have a tendency to render it liighly impro-
bable. One is, that his letters lo Lee, particularly that of the 19th of March,
prove that, from the moment he resolved to advance from the position to which
he retreated after the battle of Guilford, until the British army got beyond his

reach by crossing the main branch of the Cape Fear at Ramsay's mills, his viewa
were solely bent upon the pursuit of Cornwallis—upon the obvious course of
warfare ; from which the plan suggested by Lee was a signal departure. Anoth*
er is, that throughout his operations he had made it a point to keep between
Virginia and his adversary, and that under the influence of these habits and
views, and the numerous considerations which prompted and impressed them,
his inind would not be likely, suddenly, to conceive a plan perfectly at variance
with them. It may be added, that his inclination to recur to the obvious from
the indirect mode of war/are ; that is, to proceed to Virginia and face Cornwallis
before the evacuation of Camden, is further evidence that this plan was not the
offspring of his own mind. His great and just fame is not at all affected by this

conclusion. When the plan was proposed, his judgme-nt embraced and acknow-
ledged its utility, and his enterprising spirit immediately entered on its execu=
tjon.—Ed,

37
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enemy for all the purposes of offence, whenever he should advance.

They laid it down as a cardinal principle, never to be relinquished

or even slighted, that the safety of the South hung upon the safely

of Virgmia; and the sure way to yield to that state full protection,

was lo face Cornwallis. They reinforced this argument by dwelling,

with much emphasis, upon the singular fitness of Greene to cope

with his lordship, as well as the superior capacity of his army to

contend with that under Cornwallis. That the British general and

the British soldier had been taught, through the kten and trying

struggles just concluded, the value of their enemy—a consideration

entitled lo weight; and that this value of character would be thrown

away, by abandoning that army on which it would always most bear.

That the Biitish dragoons, so dreadful heretofore, had been ren-

dered comparatively innocent by the superior ability of the Arreri-

can horse ; and that, withdrawing the curb now imposed upon their

prowess, would be sure to restore them to their pristine sway and

etlect. They contended, by observing that our continental force

exceeded in number the army of Cornwallis, that should his lordship

even abandon Wilrnington, which was not prol)able, because injudi-

cious, he would only bring himself to an equality ;
and the state of

North Carolina, already in high spirits from what had passed, would

exert it.-clf to give to us the weight of numbers, so long as it found

the contest directed by a general deep in its confidence : whereas,

the relinquishment ofthe state, with the enemy in its bosom, as pro-

posed, would be sure to excite gloom and apprehension, which
would infallibly lead to the ancient state of apathy, the fatal effects of

which had been severely experienced.

In opposition, it was admitted, that the primary object in all the

measures to be adopted vvas the safely of Virginia, as it could not be

denied that on its preservation depended the restoration of the sub-

jugated states ; and the various arguments adduced were acknow-
ledged to be correct and cogent, but not entitled to that preponder-

ance which vvas so strenuously pressed. It was urged, as the surest

mode of reaching right conclusions, to lay down the probable con-

duct of the enemy, and to compare the effects of the northern or

southern movement upon that conduct. The British general would
either return to South Carolina, to hold the ground already gained ;

or, leaving his conquest to the force left for its protection, he would
advance upon Virginia. Should he return to South Carolina—igno-

rant as for days he must be of our movement, and incapable, from
his crippled condition, of immediate operation, should he even be so

fortunate as to learn with celerity the design of his foe—very pro-

bably we should in the interval obtain an advantage which the Bri-

tish general would not be able soon to retrieve, even with hi? united

force. But, granting that we should fail in this expectation ; and
that Cornwallis should, by crossing the Pedee at the Cheraw hills,

force the light corps and Marion to fall back upon Greene, relieve

Camden, and unite to his army its garrison, still we should be safe,

and greatly the gainer. For, reinforced as general Greene would
be by the corps of Marion, of Sumter, and of Pickens, he would
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preserve a numerical superiority over the enemy, although strength-
ened by all the dit^posahle troops under lord iJawdon. The quality
of these corps, and the well known ability of their leaders, placed
them far above any force to be derived from North Carolina, should
general Greene renew his contest in that state. We should, there-
fore, be in better condition to risk battle by going to the south than
by continuing here ; and we should enjoy the immense advantage of
rendering a campaign from which so much was expected by the
enemy, entirely abortive ; inasmuch as we brought our opponent
back to the very ground which he had left months before, when
menacing the subjugation of North Carolina instantly, and that of
Virginia remotely. This single good would be of itself adecpmle
compensation ; as it would contirni the superiority of our arms, and
demonstrate, even to a British cabinet, the folly of persevering in

the hopeless, destructive conflict.

But supposing lord Cornwallis should not return to tidie care of
hi* conquest—inasmuch as it would unequivocally declare the mas-
tership of his opponent, and when we reflect how often the best and
wisest men prefer any course to that which is coupled with admis-
sion of their own inferiority, we might presume that his lordship

would follow in the beaten track—what will be the consequences ?

The states of Georgia and South Carolina restored to the Union
;

the disaffected in North Carolina restored to their senses, by feel-

ing unequivocally the frivolity of British conquest ; North Carolina

in a capa-i-ity to contribute its portion of annual force; and \i.-

ginia saved tVora that devastating flight of human vultures wtiiclj

follow in the train of conquering armies, whose appetite for plunder

is insatiate so long as objects of prey are attainable. How can you
so effectually save Virginia, it was asked, as by withholdi g from

her territory a visitation so tlreadful, the precursor of famine and

of pl.igue ? This was completely effected by moving to the south
;

as the contest for the Carolinas continuing, that state of quiet sub-

mission could not take place—and that condition must ensue before

these destroyers of property would adventure to approach a new
theatre of plunder.

This reasoning, however respectfully regarded did not persuade

the advocates for the original plan to concur. They had felt the

degradation of one retreat through North Carolina, and they could

not be readily induced to advise the risk of its repetition, which was

deemed the infallible consequence of a return to South Carolina,

should lord Cornwallis act the part which his finished military re-

putation induced them to expect. They persevered in maintaining

the propriety of holding Virginia as our primary object ; and con-

tended, that the proposed substitute did efiectually reduce her to a

secondary station, hovvever sincerely its author shared in the general

policy of giving to her, in all our measures, a decided preference.

They rejected the idea of the British general's leaving general

Greene in the undisturbed pursuit of his object ;
and although, at

first, his return would convey the acknowledgment presumed, yet

the effect of this acknowledgment would be short-lived, as the su-
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perior force of the enemy would enable him to push Greene a se-

cond time into Virginia ; imd the sole benefit we should derive from

thir= perilous movement, would lie entering Virginia a few weeks later,

greatly over iveighed by the loss ot that sujieriority in arms, now
possessed, and to be saciiticcd by a second retreat.

That higlily as Marion, Sumtei', and Pickens, were respected,

and much a? was prized the tried courage of their associates, yet

the effect of their co-operation was overrated : but, even admitting

it to the presumed extent, a movement of such magnitude never

could be vvarranted by a reliance on means so precarious.

The discussions being now extremely narrowed, by presuming on

the British general's return into South Carolina, it was only neces-

sarv to demonstrate, that the same perilous retreat would not neces-

sarily ensue, to secure the adoption of the substituted plan of ope-

rations.

The fact of equality in force was reasserted, and proved by re-

currence to official data. The precariousness of militia succour

could not be denied ; but it was urged that the South Carolina corps,

above designated, formed an exception to the general rule. VVhai

rendered our retreat in the course of the past winter so ditficult and

dangerous was, not only a numerical inferiority,* but an inferiority

in quality also, and a separation of the two divisions of the array.

Now the army was united : the untried battalions had now gone

through severe service, and had confessedly improved in soldier-

ship ; its numerical strength was now at least equal, and would be

sure to be increased by the adoption of timely measures to secure

reinforcements ; whereas that of the enemy could not increase, and

must insensibly diminish without battle.

That the strong and faithful country west of Charlotte g<.ve a safe

retreat; that a powerful corps of the King's Mountain militia could

be readily brought to meet us in that ni-ighbourhood, or upon the

Yadkin, if deemed advisable further to retire. With this reitjforce-

ment, the corps of South Carolina, and our superior cavalry, general

Greene would be much better pre[iared to appeal to the sword

than he was when he fought at Guilford court house, where all ad-

mitted that he gained an advantage. That lord Cornwallis must

either sit down in the vicinity of Camden, to guard South Carolina

—

an inert condition, as foreign to his disposition as it was incompatible

with his duty—or he would, in conformity to his temper and his

duty, advance upon general Greene. That, should he presume

upon a repetition of retreat, he would not only be disappointed, but

would probably be destroyed ; for the moment he passed Lynch's

creek his danger commenced, and increased every sle[) he took to-

wards the Yadkin. Me would, therefore, be compelled to be satis-

*T\vo of our continental regiments, the see" in) of Marj'Unci, and the first of

Virginia, were composed of raw troops, althoutjh tiie nfficers wore experienced.

These regiments liad, in the course of tlie preceding service, been much improv-

ed. The two divisions of our army being at a great distanre from earh other,

Grpene ivas nerf:ss;irily coiii(i<:lled to f;ill back ; ao'l we find that, with ail his

exertions, he could not reunite tlieni until he reached Guilford court-house.
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fied with protecting his line of posts from Camden to Augusta, or he
would again encounter the peril of a Guilford court-house victory,

out of which he would not so happily escape as he had done By
taking the first course, he lost a year : by taking the second, he lost

himself.

That, from the Yadkin, Greene could readily reach Virginia, if

necessary, should the British general forbear to approach him, and
in a few weeks drive ail the force collected there to the ocean

—

the asylum of Englishmen—and return to South Carolina in time tor

a winter campaign.
These, with other arguments equally forcible, were offered in

maintenance of the proposed substitute ; and the effect upon Vir-

ginia, which would probably ensue, should the British general pro-

ceed thither instead of returning to South Carolina as presumed by

it^ author, was examined in all its bearings.*

General Greene gave to the subj'^ct that full and critical investi-

gation which it merited, and which, b^ long habit, had become fami-

liar to his mind. He perceived advantages and disadvantages at-

tendant upon either course, and felt for the evils to which Virginia

must be exposed, whichever plan he might adopt. Doubting whe-
ther her sufferings would not be increased, rather than mitigated, by
rendering her the seat of the southern war ; and convinced that he
had much to hope, and little to apprehend, from returning into

SouthCatoIina, he determined to carry the war into that state.

No sooner had he decided, than he commenced operations. The
legion of Lee, with captain Oldham's detachment, was ordered to

move on the subsequent morning (6th of April.) and the army was

put in motion the following day. Previous to the general's depar-

ture from Deep river, he communicated his intention to the briga-

diers Sumter anH Pickens, and required those generals to assemble

all the force they could collect for the purpose of co-operation.

To the first he signified his desire that he would be prepared to

join him when he should reach the vicinity of Camden : to the last

he expressed his wishes that he would invest Ninety- Six ; or, at all

events, counteract any attempt to reinforce Camden from that post.

To the commander in chief he made known at large his plan, with

his hopes »nd his doubts, assuring him that he should take every

measure to avoid a misfortune ;
*' but necessity obliges me to com-

mit myself to chance, and if any accident should attend me, I trust

my friends will do ju>itice to my reputation."

Lieutenant colonel Lee being instructed to join Marion, was di-

rected to deliver to that officer the general's despatch, and to assure

him of the entire confidence reposed in his faithful efforts to main-

tain his share in the expected co-operation.

* No man was more familiarized to dispassionate and minute research than

general Greene. He was patient in hearing every thing ofifered, never interrupt-

ing or slighting what was said ; and, having possessed himself of the subject

fully, he would enter into a critical comparison of the opposite arguments, con-

vincing his hearers, as he proceeded, of the propriety of the decision he was

about to pronounce.
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Lord Cornwiillia liad not long indulged in the enjoyment of re-

pose and abundance, before his active mind turned to the probable

measures of his antagonist, and, shortly after he reached Wilming-

ton, he advised lord Kawdon, commanding in South Carolina, of his

apprehensions, lest general Greene might direct his attention to

the recovery of the lost states.

If, as I believe, a general is sure to act wisely when he takes the

course most dreaded by his adversary, the late decision of general

Greene was indubitably correct. P'or never was a leader more af-

fected than Cornwallis was, by the disclosure of his enemy's object.^

Day after day did his lordship revolve in his mind the difficulties of

his situation, seeking the most eligible course to diminish or to sur-

mount them.*
Sometimes he determined to follow Greene into South Carolina,

and to punish him for his temerity ; at other times he would pro-

ceed to Virginia, and, by the rapidity ot his success in that quarter,

compel Greene to abandon his object, and hasten to its relief At

length he decided in favour of the latter measure ;
persuaded that

Greene had gained so much time as would probably enable him to

strike his tirst blow, in which, if he failed, his presence would not

be requisite, and if he succeeded, his lordship's approach might

place his own army in extreme danger t

This reasoning was plausible, but not solid ; for, by taking the

route by Cheraw hill to Nelson's ferry, he held himself safe, even

had Greene succeeded against Rawdon—an event which, however

practicable, was not to be effected under many weeks, unless for-

tune should indeed be extremely propitious to the American general.

Lee, in obedience to his orders, took the route towards Cross

creek, which, it was inferred, would very much conceal his real

object, by inducing tlie British general to believe that Greene pro-

posed to place himself in his neighbourhood.

After advancing in this course, as long as was compatible with

a speedy union with Marion, the light corps turned to the right,

and, by a very expeditious march, gained Drowning creek, a branch

of Little Pedee. In a large field, on the southern side of this

stream, Lee encamped for the night, when a very extraordinary oc-

currence took place, worthy, from its singularity, of relation.

Between two and three in the morning, the ofticer of the day was

informed that a strange noise had been heard in front of the piquet,

stationed on the great road near the creek, resembling that occa-

sioned by men moving through a swamp.

* Lortl Coinwallis was exceedingly perplexed in making up his decision, and

at length took the course which risked all to gain all, and, as Renerally hap-

pens, he lost all. Thus it often occurs in war. The great Frederic of Prussia

committed the same error befoie Praj^ue, when he attempted to force the in-

trenched camp of marshal Daun, and afterwards at Cunncrsdorf against the

Russians and marshal Laudohn. Once the resolution to follow Greene was not

only adopted but in execution, a portion of the British army having passed to

the southern banks of Cape Fear. This decision being soon after changed, the

troops were recalled.

t Lord C.-rnwallis to sir H. Clinton, Ai)ril 24lh, and to lord G. Germain, and

general Phillips, 23d —Ed.
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Presently, and towards that quarter, a sentinel fired, which was
followed by the sound of the bugle calling in the horse patroles, as
was ihe custom on the approach of the enemy. The troops were
immediately summoned to arms, and arrayed for defence. The of-

ficer of the day reported very particularly every thing which had
passed, adding that several of the sentinels and one patrole concur-
red in asserting, that they heard plainly the progress of horsemen,
concealing with the utmost care their advance. Never was a more
perplexing moment : yet, knowing as lieutenant colonel Lee did,

that no eaemy could be near him, unless lord Cornwailis, divining
Greene's plan and Lee's route, had pushed a body from Wilmington,
with orders to proceed until it reached Drowning creek, where
Lee would probably pass it, for the purpose of intercepting him. he
was induced to consider the intelligence as the fabrication of ima-
gination, which sometimes leads the most serene and circumspect
into error.

In a few moments in a different quarter of our position, another
sentinel fiied, and soon aftei wards the same report, from that

pomt, was made, as had just been received from the other. Ap-
pearances now were so strong as to dissip;)te the first conclusion, and
what was deemed imaginary, was felt to be real.

A change in the formation of the troops was made to correspond
with this last annunciation of the enemy's approach.

This was not completed before, in a different direction, we heard
the discharge of a third sentinel. Now the most excruciating sen-
sations were experienced : it appeared as if these different feelings

of our position were wisely and dexterously made, prejtaratory to a
general assault, to take efl'ect as soon as the approach olli^ht should
warrant its commencement. All that could be done, was done.
The piquets and sentinels held their stations ; the horse patroles

had been called in ; and the corps changed its position in silence

and with precision upon every new annunciation, having in vievV

the conjoint object of keeping the fires between us and the enemy,
and holding the horse in the rear of the infantry. During our last

evolution to this end, we were again interrupted by the discharge of
the line of sentinels in our rear, along the great road. Thus the

enemy had traversed the major segment of our position, and had at

length fixed himself upon the road of our march.

No doubt now remained, not only of the enemy being upon us,

but that he was in force, and well understood his object IJe had
reconnoitred vvith penetration and perseverance, and had ultimately

placed himself in the very spot most certainly promising success.

To attempt to regain Deep river was idle, if practicable ; for

Greene must now be two or three day's march towards Camden, the

intermediate country hostile, and the British army witliin striking

distance of some points of our route. Marion only could afford

safety ; and he was on the south of the Pedee, at least two days'

inarch from us. The review of our situation admitted but one con-

elusion—that hope of aid could not be indulged, and that we must

rely upon ourselves only. Brave soldiers can always be safely
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trusted with (heir situation. Lee, passing along the line of inl'antry,

made known our condition : renundin^ them ni their high rnputation;

enjoiniu"; profound silence thtou<>;horii Ihe ajjpioaching contest ; and

assuring thein, with their customary support, he had no doubt hut

that he should force his way to the Pedee, ivliere w^ shouM fiiul

all that was desiralile. To the cavalry he briefly communicated the

dan-'ers which surrounded us, min:il'-d with exprensionsi of his tiio-

rough confidence that every man would do lli^ duty, and concluded

by pressing u|ion the oilicers not to [)ermit any partial success to

tempt pursuit, without orderi*. or to relax circumspection, hut to

bear in mind, that the contest before us was not the artair of an hour,

but might last for da\s.

This address was answered by whispers of applause ; and having

formed in columns, one of horse, and the othei of toot, Lee waited

anxiously for the breik ot day, the ()rpsumed signal for action.

It soon appeared, and the columns adv.inc«d to the great road,

infantry in front, batigage in the centre, and the cavalry in the rear.

As soon as tiie head of tne column reached the road, it turned to

the left, pursuing the route to the Pedee. The vao officer, pro-

ceeding a few hundred yards, now got up to the sentinel who had

fired last, and received from him the same account so often given

before. The enigma still remained unexjilained, and the corps

continued its march, in slow motion, expecting every moment the

enemy's fire. In this state of suspense we might have continued

long, had not the van officer directed his attention to the road, for

the purpose of examining the trail of our active foe, when, to his

astonishment, he found the tracks of a large pack of wolves. It

was now evident, that the presumed enemy was a troop of wild

beasts, collected together, and anxious to pass along their usual

route, when, finding it obstructed, they turned from point to point

to pass through the field : eve-y where fired upon, they continued

widening their circuit until they reached the great road from which

they had been originally turned. Our agitation vanished, and was

succeeded by facetious glee. No where do wit and humour abound

more than in camps ; and no occurrence was more apt to elicit it

than that which we had just cxjterienred. Never was a day'.s

march more pleasant, being one conlinued scene of good humour,
interspersed with innocent flashes of wit. For a time the restraint

of discipline ceased. Every character, not excepting the comman-
dant's, was hit ; and very salutary counsel was often imparted under

cover of a joke. Each considered himself a dupe, all laughing at

a credulity, any attempt to remove which, during the scene, would

have been treated as insulting temerity. The piquets, the patroles,

the sentinels, and the officer of the day, were marked as the pecu-

liar objects of derision. Wonderful that not one of the many could

distino-uish between the movement of wolves and soldiers! They
were charged with disgraceful ignorance, shameful stupor, border-

ing close upon rank cowardice. Vain was the attempt of the abu-

sed individuals to defend their character and conduct : it was the

interest of the many to fix the supposed stigma on the few, and the



Southern Department of the United States. 217

general verdict was against them. Reaching a settlement, the corps
halted, and for a while the remembrance of the ludicrous occur-
rence of the night yielded to the solicitude of every one to provide
his breakfast.

Here what had passed was imparted to the inhabitants, and the
unintelligible adventure was very satisfactorily solved. We were
informed tliat there had been in the field where the corps had en-
camped a store of provisions, collected for the army ; but that it

never had been conveyed to camp, being too distant from the line

of march. Being neglected, its contents became putrid : the wild
beasts soon prolitted by the neglect, and enjoyed nightly the food
intended for the soldier. Having comprehended withm our range
of sentinels this abandoned store, we had interrupted their usual
visits, and the circle which they nearly completed was from solici-

tude to find access to their nightly repast.

This was what had b^en termed "acute reconnoitring," and "an
enemy in force, well understanding his own views."

Such is fr;iil man, in war as well as in peace, subject to be
imposed upon by his own conceits, notwithstanding the remonstran-
ces of rea?ion, and his experience of the delusions of credulity.

Yet, when we consider that the night was very dark, that the troops
were Wiiked from sleep to prepare for defence, and that it was
possible, ttiough improbable, for the British general to have been
advised of tlie march of Lee, in time to strike him, our surprise at

the alarm excited will vanish.

Having finished our repast, we resumed our march ; and, after

getting within a day's distance of the Pedee, lieutenant colonel Lee
despatched an officer, with a small party of dragoons, to discover

in what part of his extensive range brigadier Marion then was. The
officer, on reaching the river, leiirnt that the brigadier, when heard
from, not many days before, was in the swamps of Black river.

This was his general quarters when he found it necessary to retire

from active service. It not only afforded safety, but, there being
several fertile plantations in one settlement, he was well supplied
with provisions and forage. Marion received with joy Lee's officer,

and furnished boats, which he kept concealed on the Pedee, for the

transportation of the corps across that river. On the 14th of April,

Lee joined the general.

These military friends had not before met since their wiredrawn
expedition against Georgetown, and very cordially rejoiced at be-

ing again united in the great attempt of wresting South Carolina
from the enemy. The letter from the general, enclosing his plan

of operations, was delivered to the brigadier, and the references

to lieutenant colonel Lee fully explained. The evening was devoted
to repose, and on the next day the two corps quitted the dark and
favourite recess, for the execution of the trust confided to them.
During their separ.ition, many had been the vicissitudes pro=
duced by the fickleness of fortune ; now blazoning with glory,

then shading with disaster, the American standard. From the

battle of Guilford, the long wished reannexation of Soutli

28
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Carolina and Georgia to the Union became the avowed, as it had

before been the meditated, object of (he American general. Embol-

dened by the effect of tliat well fought day, he no longer veiled ia

the mysteries of war his object, but openly disclosed the end to

which all his toils and perils pointed. North Carolina became en-

couraged, by finding that her safety was not now considered pre-

carious, and (hat the contest turned, not upon her defence, but up-

on the expulsion of the common enemy from her southern neigh-

bours. The etherial spirit which had animated Marion, Sumter,

and Pickens, and year after year had sustained, through their ex-

ample and efforts, the unequal conflict, had been long subsiding.

Enthusiasm i& short-lived ; and is soon succeeded by apathy, which

deadens vigorous exertion as fully as the former promotes it.

In this state of dejection was the country when Greene entered

South Carolina. Lord Rawdon, well apprised of the feelings of

the people, adopted measures to give a finishing blow to further

resistance. Beginning with the eastern quarter of the state, where

opposition was still sustained by Marion, Rawdon detached lieuten-

ant colonel Watson, with five hundred infantry, towards Nelson's

ferry, for the purpose of forcing Marion to submission, or to flight

into North Carolina. Watson was sent from Camden soon after

Cornvvallis had communicated to the commandant there the victory

obtained at Guilford Court house ; and, having established a post on

the Santee, some miles above Nelson's ferry, which he fortified;

and where he deposited the baggage of his corps, he continued his

march towards Georgetown ; vainly endeavouring to induce Marion,

with his inferior force, to advance from his impenetrable recess, in

order to defend the country ; and was, as Marion believed, taking

measures with a view of entering into the swamps and driving him
across the Pedee,—an enterprise much desired by him, and to meet
which he was fully prepared,—when the approach of the corps of

Lee was announced.

Active operations now became practicable, and ©n the evening

of the 15th, Marion and Lee took a position in the open country,

with Wiitsou to their left, considerably below them, and on the

route for the fort called by his name, which he had erected.

Determined to carry this post without delay, Marion and Lee sat

down before it early in the evening ; not doubling, from the in-

formation received, that the garrison must soon be compelled to

surrender, for want of water, with which it was supplied from an

adjacent Like, and from which the giirrison tni^ht be re.iJily and ef-

fectuallv secluded. In a very few hours the cu-tomary mote of sup-

plying the post with water was completely stopped ; and had the in-

formation received been correct, a surrender ol the gjirrison could

not have been long delayed. The ground selected by coI')nel Wat-

son for his smiill stockade, was an Indian mount, generally conceived

to be the cemetery of tiie tribe inhabiting the circumjacent re-

gion : it was at least thirty feet high, and surrounded by table land.

Captain M'Koy, the commandant, saw at once his inevitable fate,

jnless he could devise some other mode of procuring water, for
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which purpose he immeiliately cut a trench secured Uy al>hatis

from his fosse to the river, which passed close to (hi^ iudian mo>int.

Baffled in their expectation, and destitute both of' artillery and in-

trenching tools. Marion and Lee despaired of success ; when major
Maham, of South Carolina, accompanying the brigadier, suicgvsted

a plan, which was no sooner communicated tlian adopted. He.

proposed to cut down a number of suitable trees in the nearest
WQo.l, and with them to erect a large stroni^ oblong pen, to be cov-
ered on the top with a Hoor of logs, and protected on the side op-
posite to the fort with a breast work of li^ht timber. To the adja-

cent tarm-! dra^rnons were despatched for axes, the only neces-^ary

tool, of which a sulTjcient number beino; soon collected, relays of

working parties were allotted for the labour; some to cut, some
to convey, and some to erect. Major Maham ntider ook the ex-

ecution of his plan, which was completely fini-hed before the

mornins of the 23d, effective as to the object, and honourable to

the genius of the inventor. The besieged was, like the besieger,

unprovided with artillery, and could not interrupt the progress ofa
work, the completion of which must produce itumciliate subn)ission.

A party of riflemen, being ready, took post in the Maham lower
the moment it was completed ; and a detachment of musketry, under
cover of the ntlemen, moved to make a lodL^ment in the enemy's
ditch, supported by the legion infantry with fixed bayonets. Such
was the elVect of ttie tire tVom the rillemen, having thorough com-
mand of every part of the fort, from the relative supereminence
of the tower, that every attem[)t to resist the lodgment was crushed.
The commandint, linding every resource cut oil', hung o(jt tiie

while Hag. It was followed by a proposal to surrender, which is-

sued in a capitulation. This incipient operation having been tiap-

pily effected by the novel and effectual device of major Maham, to

whom the commandants very gratefidly expressed their acknowl-
edgment, Marion and Lee, preceded by the legion cavalry under
major Rudolph, who had been detached on the day subsequent to

the investiture of the fort, turned their attention to lieutenant col-

onel Watson, now advancing from below to relieve his garrison.
Knowing that the fall of Camden was closely connected with the
destruction of Watson, the American commandants viewed with de-
light his approach ; and having dis|)osed of the prisoners, moved
to join the cavalry, now retiring in front of the enen)y.

General Greene broke up from Ramsay's mills on the 7th of
April, tlie day alter he had detached Lee to join ]\Iarion

; and de-
termined to approach Camden with a celerity which would preclude
the British general from being apprised of his movement until the
appearance of his army announced it. In this expectation, not-
withstanding his pressing endeavours, he was disapjjointed. The
country through which he marched was barren, its settlements few
the produce of the soil scanty, and tlie inhabitants disaffected.

Being obliged to depend upon himself for subsistence, always
difficult to be procured from the inadequacy of the annual products
and rendered more so by the concealaient of part of the little made
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(from hosHlity to the American cause, or from the natural and
powerful claim of securmg sustenance at homt-) general Greene
did not reach the neighbourhood of Camden .intil the nineteenth.

By the last return made before the American army decamped
from Ramsay's mills, the regular force of every sort under Greene,
may be put down at one thousand eight hundred effectives.

Deducting the corps under Lee, about three huiidred horse and

foot, the army when arrived before Camden, exclusive of a small

body of North Carolina militia, cannot be estimated at more than

one thousand five hundred. Here the American general confidently

expected to be joined by brigadier Sumter, in const^quence of his

instructions to that otTicer previous to his movement from Deep
river ; with whose aid, and the co operation of Marion and Lee
below, Greene very justly concluded that the evacuation of Cam-
den was certain, and the destruction of Rawdon and his army pro-

bable Brigadier Sumter held off, much to the surprise, regret

and dissatisfaction of the American general, and very much to the

detriment of his plans and measures. Happily this disappointinent-

was balanced by the accidental absence of a large portion of the

garrison of Camden, under lieutenaQt colonel Watson ; who, as be-

fore mentioned, was low down the eastern quarter of the state.

General Greene, not having adequate force to invest Camden,
placed him?elf before it ; not doubting that, by depriving the gar-

rison of its usual su[)plie8 from the country, he should compel the

British general to withdraw ; when he flattered himself opportuni-

ties would occur for striking him in detail, until reinforced l»y the

junction of Marion, Lee, and Sumter ; after which he might fall

upon his retreating enemy, with well grounded expectation of de-

cisive success

Severed as Watson was from Camden, Rawdon's effective force

was not more than nine hundred men ; nor was there any possibil-

ity of adding to this force but by the safe return of lieutenant colo-

nel Watson, to whom lord Rawdon despatched a couriv^r as soon as

he was informed of general Greene's approach, communicating that

event, and requiring his immediate junction. Informed of the

union of the corps under Marion and Lee, and ot their advance

npon Fort Watson, with the situation of Watson, then returning

towards Cnmden on the north side of the Santee, Greene deter-

mined to change his position from the north to the east side of

Camden ; by which movement he could readily bring to him Marion

and Lee, if circumstances should demand it, and more effectually

oppose the junction of Watson, should he force or elude the corps

below.
This change of position could not be effected without passing

Sandhill creek, with its deep and diflicult swamps, impracticable

with artillery and baggage, or making an extensive circuit, alike

forbidden by the posture of affairs and the want of time. To sur-

mount the obstacles opposed to his plan, the American general

determined to relieve himself of every incumbrance, and by a ra-

pid movement on the direct route through the swamps, to gain his
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desired position on the road leading from Camden to Nelson's ferry.

With this view he placed in charge of the quarter-master general,

lieutenant colonel Carrington, his baggage cind arfiller)' ; directing

that officer to retire to the strong country north of L^'nch's creek,

putting himself with his small detachment safe from any practicable

attempt to break him up This being done, general Greene assum-

ed his desired position on the east of Camden ; where his commu-
nication with Marion and Lee being direct, he soon was informed

of their condition, and the situation of Watson.
With pleasure he heard that the operations against Fort Watson

were advancing to a close, with the prospects of certain success
;

and that not only the legion cavalrv had been detached to attend

the movements of lieutenant colonel Watson, but that a strong pass

on the route of the British officer had been occupied with a de-

tachment of infantr}', to which place the whole corps would hasten,

the moment the garrison of Fort Watson submitted, an event which
was soon expected. Finding that the approach of Watson could not

speedil}' take place, if at all ; and not doubting but that by this lime

brigadier Sumter must be in the vicinity of C;imden ; Greene relin-

quished his position lately taken, and returned to the north side of

the town. The moment this resolution was adopted, the general

despatched orders to lieutenant colonel Carrington, to rejoin him
with celerity. Within a small distance of Camden, on the Wiixhaw's

road, is Hobkick's hill, the position selected by general Greene af-

ter repassing Sandhill creek ; not only from its being on the route

prescribed for the rejunction of Carrington, and most convenient to

the union with Sumter, but because the ground gave advantages in

case of battle ; which, though not presumed upim, was nevertheless

always to be kept in view Regarding this consideration, the Ame-
rican army decamped in order of battle.

The regulars composed one line, with thf>ir centre on the road
;

the militia, amounting to two hundred and tifty, with the cavalry, form-

ed 1 he reserve, in a suitable distance in the rear. Strong piquets were
posted in front, aided by the customary patroles ranging in front and
on the flanks. Thus prepared for whatever might happen, the

American army lay waiting for the expected return of Carrington,

and the much desired junction of Sumter.

On the 24tb, Greene was oflkiall)' informed of the surrender of

Fort Watson ; and in the course of the day, the prisoners reached
headquarters. Among them were a few American soldiers, who
had been taken, as they represented, and who had enlisted with the

enemy as affording the best chance in their judgment for escape to

their friends. These men were cheerfully received into the regi-

ments to which they belonged. One of them, a drummer in the

Maryland line, availed himself of the contid<^nce with which the

whole had been treated, and in the course of the night deserted.

Being intelligent, he communicated to lord Rawdon the position of
Gieene with accuracy ; and informed his lordship, that as yet the
detachment under lieutenant colonel Carrington, with the artillery,

&c. had not joined, nor had Greene been reinforced by Sumter, or
any other corps.
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Alrfad}' 9tr:iitonoil for provisions, and deopairins; of succour, tliis

«>ntPr|Hisiiin}ouii;j; -oldier rc>»(ilved to ri*k battle :it once ; coiilident

timt every d;iy would strengthen h\< ndversary, stnd consequently di-

niniish \\\=, chance of victory, (without which not only liie evacua-

tion of Camden must ensue, hut with it mi;^ht follow the destruction

of his armv)an<l hoping that he would find Greene destitute ol ailil-

)erv, conformahly to the information just derived from the druiinner.

Giving orders for his troops lo make ready, and placin<j Camden in

charge of the conv ijesce nts, lie advanced at nine in the moinirip; of

the 25lh, with nine hundred men only, of every description.

Avoiding the direct approach to his enemy, he took a circuitous

course to l)is right, along the margin of the swamp ivhich lines

Pine-tree creek, and wind* with its meanders.

The position of (ireene was on a Hdiiie covered with uninterrupt-

ed wood, the Waxhaw's road running direrlly through it ; his army

resting with its left upon the swamp of I'ine-trec creek, where the

ridge or eminence was easiest of ascent, and extending on the riglit

to woods uncovered by water courses or any other obstructions. In

this quarter the American position was easiest assailed, hut the

probability of an undiscoveretl approach waj not so encouraging.

Therefore lord Rawdon preferred the route to our left ; inasmuch

as an unexpected assault upon our camp was a leading feature in his

plan.

In the morning Carrington joined, with a comfortable supply of

provisions, which had been rather scarce during the late hurried

changes of position. These were issued, and of course engaged a

portion of the troops ; while the residue were employed along the

rivulets in washing their clothes, an occupation which had been for

some d lys past im|iracticahle.

Absorbed in these employments, the period was very propitious

to the enen^y's object. His advance was never discovered until his

van fell upon our piqupts. The two in front, commanded by cap-

tain Benson of Maryland, and captain Morgan of Virginia, received

him handsomely ; and, retiring in order, disputed bravely every

inch of ground, supported by Kirkwood with the remains of the

Delaware regiment. This rencontre gave the first announcement of

the contest at hanil. Disposed for battle by the order of encamp-
ment, the American army, notwithstanding its short notice, was

quickly ranged for arlion—an event, although tinexpected, o{ all

others the most desirable ; because, in all probaiiiliiy, the readiest

for the production of that issue so anxiously coveted by the Ameri-
can general.

During the contest with the piquets, Greene formed his army.

The Virginia brigade vvith general Iluicer at its head, having under
him the lieutenant colonels r;mipi<ell and Hawes, took the right

;

the Maryland brigade, led by col^nrd Williams, secondetl by colonel

Gunby, and the lieutenant colonels Ford and Howard, occupied the

left. Thus all the continentals, consisting of four regiments, much
reduced in strentilh, were disposed in one line, with the artillery,

conJiicted by colonel Harrison, in the centre. The reserve con"-
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sisted of the cavalry, under lieutenant colonel Washington, with a

corps of North Carolina militia, about two hundred and fifty, com-

manded by colonel Reade.

The British general, pushing before him the piquets and Kirk-

wood pressed forward to battle. The king's American regiment on

the right, the New York volunteers in the centre, and the sixty-

third on the left, formed the line of battle. His right wing was sup-

ported by Robertson's corps, and his left by the volunteers of Ire-

land. The reserve consisted of the South Carolina regiment, with

a few dragoons, all the cavalry then at Camden.

Greene, examining attentively the British disposition, discovered

the very narrow front which it presented ; and, gratified as he was

with the opportunity, so unexpectedly offered, of completing, by one

blow, his first object, he determined to avail himself of the advan-

tage given by the mode of attack.

He directed lieutenant colonels Campbell and Ford to turn the

enemy's flanks ; he ordered the centre regiments to advance with

fixed bayonets upon him ascending the height ; and detached lieu-

tenant colonel Washington with his cavalry to gain his rear. Raw-

don no sooner cast his eyes on our disposition than be perceived the

danger to which his unequal front exposed him, and, bringing up

the volunteers of Ireland into line, the remedied the defect seized

by Greene in time to avert the expected consequence.

The battle opened from right to lett with a vigour which pro-

mised a keen and sanguinary contest ; ))ut the superiority of our

fire, augmented by that from our well served artillery, must have

borne down all opposition, had the American line maintained itself

with becoming firmness. On the right Huger evidently gained

ground ; Washington was carrying every thing before him in the

rear ; and lieutenant colonel Hawes, with fixed bayonets, conforma-

ble to order, was descending the hill ready to fall upon the New
York volunteers.

In this flattering moment the veteran regiment of Gunby, having

first joined in the fire, in violation of orders, paused, its right falling

bitck. Gunby unfortunately directed the disordered battalion to

rally by retiring to its right company.* Retrograde being the con-

* Although the army of Greene was not surprised, yet it was very suddenly

assaile'l : no notice of the attack having been given until our pirjucts fired. The

troops, in the hurry of forming, had not got settled before they advanced. Cu.n-

by was anxious to lead his regiment into battle thoroughly compacted ; and,

therefore, oriieied lieutenant colonel Howaid to call back c.Tpi'iin Arn)btrong,

v.ho, wiih two sections, was moving i-pon the enen.y. This Howard dirl, and

Armstrong very relucfintly obeyed. Tlie enemy was not yet in tliength in this

point; and it is probable iiad vjunhy, instead of lecalling Armstrong, made him

the point of view in forming, that the fa'c of the diiy would have been favoura-

ble to our arms. This Greene always declared as his opinion, and Gunby a«

uniformly denied. The latter officer was called before a court of inquiry, at his

own request ; whose statement of the facts, as before recited, was followed by

the general's orders annquncitig the spirit nnd activity displayed by colonel Gun-

by as unexceptionable ; but his orrler fur the regiment to fall back improper, aad

the probable cause of the loet of a complete victory.
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sequence of this order, the British line, giving a shout, pressed for-

Wiird with redoubled ardour ; and the regiment of Gnnby, consider-

ed as the bulwark of the army, never recovered from the panic with

which it WHS at this moment unaccountably seized. The Virginia

brigade, and tlie 2nd regiment of Maryland, with the artillery,

not ithstanding the shameft;) abandonment by the Isl Marvland,

maintained the contest bravely. Williams with Gunby, assisted by

lieutenant colonel Howard, who had so often and so gloriously borne

down with this very regiment all opposition, vainly exerted them-

selves to bring it to order. Not the menaces of the one, not the

expostulations ofthe other, not the exhortations of the third, nor the

recollection of its pristine fame, could arouse its cowering spirit.

The 2nd Maryland, which had from the commencement of the

action acted with gallantry, feeling severely the elTeot produced by

the recession of the 1st, became somewhat deranged; and lieute-

nant colonel Ford being unluckily wounded, while endeavouring to

repress the beginning disorder, this corps also fell back. Kawdon's

right now gained the summit of the eminence, flanking Hawes regi-

ment, which had undeviatingly held its prescribed course, althoujjh

early in the action abandoned on its left by the 1st Maryland, and

now but feebly unstained on its right by the 1st Virginia—for this

corps had now begun to recede, notwithstanding its preceding suc-

cess. Greene recalled Hawes, our only unbroken regiment ; and,

finding every effort to reinstate the battle illusory, conscious that

bi« reserve was not calculated to face the veteran foe, wisely deter-

mined to diminish (he ills ofthe sad and unaccountable reverse, by

retiring from the field. Orders were given to Ibis effect, and

lieutenant colonel Hawes was commanded to cover the broken line.

The retreat was performed without loss, although the enemy
continued to pursue for a few miles. Washington with his cavalry

retiring from the rear the moment he discovered that our infantry

had been forced, came in time to contribute greatly to the safety of

the arm}', having necessarily relinquished most of the fruits of his

success Checking the enemy's efforts to disturb our rear,* he at

length, by a rapid charge, effectually discomfitted the British van,

and put a stop to further pursuit. General Greene having passed

Saunders' creek, about four miles from the field of battle, encamp-

ed for the night, and on the next day proceeded to Rudgely's mill.

The loss sustained by the respective armies was nearly equal.

On the side of America two hundred and sixty-eight were killed,

wounded, and missing : on the side of the enemy two hundred and

fifty-eight, including the prisoners brought off by lieutenant colonel

Washington, and those paroled by him on the ground. The British

* After Greene halted at Saunders' creek, Washington returned with his

cavahy to examine the situation of the enemy. His advanced patrole was

pursued by majoi Coffin with his cavalry. Washington, hearing their approach,

placed liimself in ambush, covered by some thick bushes, near the road, and

pressed upon his adversary. Coffin attemi)ted to bring his men to face Washing-

ton ; but they put spur to their horses to regain their camp. Some were killed, some

taken, and the rest dispersing reached lord Rftwdon. Coffin himself escaped.
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lost no officer of distlnclion, which was not the cnse with us. The
wotinci ot lieutenant colonci Ford {>rovef! mor(;il, and captain Beatty,
of the 1st Maryland, was killed, than whom the army did not pos-
ses? an officer of more promise.

No mihtary event had occurrf^d in the conrse of the war, wjiose
issue was so inexplicable as that of the late enffaffemeiit. The
darins; attempt of the enemy was readily accounted for, and exhibits
in the mo«t convincing manner the wisdom of the movement into
South Carolina Witfmut risk or loss, the American general,
silthou2;h disappointed in the aid of brigadier Sumter, had in six days
placed his adver-^ary in a situafion so dangerous as to compel him to
resort to the measuie of all others the most desired by his enemy.
Greatly inferior in infantry, more so in cavalry, and destitute ot
artillery, the British general, aware of the inevitable consequence
of holding himself shut ii)> in Camden, took the bold resolution of
attacking his antagonist, notwithstanding his manv advantages, con-
siderably augmented by the convenience of a position selected with
the view and from the hope that the critical condition ot Rawdon
would force him to hazard an action. Lord Kawdori certainly chose
the most propitious moment for hi« gallant attempt, and as certainly
conducted it in the most martial manner. Yet he would have been
destroyed, had the troops of Greene executed his orders with com-
mon resolution. The satisfaction enjoyed by the American general,
on discerning the enemy advancing upon him, was not confined to

himself, but prevailed throughout the army, and afforded no incon-
siderable pledge that, upon this occasion, every man would do big

duty. So decisive wa« the confidence which actuated the general,
that he held all his continental infmtry in one body, never doubting
their sufficiency to insure success ; and, with the same impression,
on his first view of his enemy, he gave orders for striking him in

Iront, in rear, and on bnth flanks : thus conveying to his troops his

conviction that victory was certain, as well as his determination that

it should be comj>lete.

Sad and immediate was Greene's disappointment. The 1st re<yi-

menl of Maryland, as has been mentioned, de-ervedly held up to

the army as its model, and which upon all preceding occa«ions be-
haved well,* now shrunk from the cordlict, abandoning their general
their country, and their comrades : thi* loo in defiance of the eflorts

and example of Williams. Gunby, ami Howard, all dear to the troops,
and when the British line, so far from having gained any advantage,
was beginning to stagger under the combined operation fast bearing
upon it. It is true that captain Beatty, commanding the company
on the right, fell at this moment ; and it is also true that colonel
Gunby, with a view of bringing the regiment to range with its

Golours, ordered it to fall back to the right company ; but Morgan

* It was this regiment which forced the guards at llie hattle of Guilford Couit-
house, kilting their cominRTidaut, and driving them hack, seeking shelter under
covRP of the British artillery; and a portion of the same regiment constituted
a part of the infantry whirh. under Howard, gave tis the victor^' at the Coivpens
by the free use of the bayonet,

'29
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had given the same order, at the Covvpens, to the corps of Howard,

which was not only executed with promptitude, but was followed

bv its decisive advance, and consequent signal success.
"
Relinquishing an investigation which does not piotnise a satisfac-

tory solution, I cannot but obstirve that the battle of Hobkicks adds

to the many evidences with which military history abounds of the

deranging effects of unlimited confidence. It is the only instance

in Greene's command, where this general implicitly yielded to its

delusive counsel, and he suft'ercd deeply in consequence of it ; for

had he for a moment doubted the certainty of success, the cavalry

would not have been detached in the rear until the issue of the bat-

tle had began to untold itself.

Nor is it risking too much to suggest the probability that, had the

horse been still in reserve, not only would the forward movement

of the enemy, which followed the recession of the tirst regiment

of Maryland, been delayed, but that regiment would have been

restored to order, and the battle renewed with every reason still to

conclude that its event would have been auspicious to America.

The maxim in war, that your enemy is ever to be dreaded until at

your feet, ought to be held inviolate ; nor should a commander

permit the gratifying seductions of brilliant prospects to turn him

from the course which this maxim enjoins.

Honourable as this victory was to the British general and (o the

British arms, it yielded not one solitary benefit. The loss sustain-

ed being proportionate, the relative strength of the combatants was

unchanged ; and lord Rawdon, experiencing his inadequacy to im-

prove success after gaining it, reluctantly relinquished his offensive

plan of operations, and returned to Camden, in the expectation of

lieutenant colonel Watson's arrival before the American general

would feel himself in strength and spirits to renew his investment.

General Greene, heretofore soured by the failure of his expect-

ed succour from Sumter, now deeply chagrined by the inglorious

behaviour of afivourite regiment—converting his splendid prospects

into the renewal of toil and difficulty, of doubt and disgrace—be-

came for a while discontented with his advance to the south. He
sent orders to lieutenant colonel liCe, requiring him to join the

army forth»vith ; and indicated by other meusures a disposition to

depart from his adopted sy-tem.

As soon as the capitulation for tlie surrender of fort Watson was

signed, Lee followed by his infantry hastened to the cavalry, still in

front of Watson ; and on the subsequent morning was joined by

brigadier Marion, who had been necessarily delayed until the pri-

soners and stores were disposed of. The British lieutenant colo-

nel, seeing that the passes on his route were occupied, and know-

ing that the advanatges possessed by his enemy would be strenu-

ously maintained, relinquished his project of gaining Camden on

the direct route, and determmed, by passing the Santee, to inter-

pose it between himself and the corps opposed to him
;
presuming

that he might with facility make his way good to Camden, by re-

orossing the Santee above ; or, by taking the route by fort Motte,
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pass first the Congnree, and then the Wateree, which nnite some

small distance below (he post at Motte's.

Drawinc; olTin the night, he placed himself at a considerable dis-

tance from his enemy before his change of plan was discovered.

Nevertheless he would have been pursued, with the expectation

of frttiing upon him before he could make good his passage of the

river, had not the general's orders directing the junction of the

corps under Lee arrived, which necessarily arrested the proposed

attempt upon Watson. With all possible despatch lieutenant col-

onel Lee set out lor the army ; and, in the course of the day and

a small part of the night, marched thirty two miles.

Sorely as Greene felt the disappointment lately experienced, he

did not long permit his accustomed equanimity to be disturbed ; nor

could his strong mind long entertain suggestions growing out of ad-

verse fortune. Persuaded that his movement upon South Carolina

was, under all the circumstances of his situation, the most promis-

ing of good to his country, he determined to adhere to his plan of

operations with tirmness, and to obliterate his late repulse by sub-

sequent success. Fixed in this resolution, he despatched an officer

to meet Lee, countermanding his orders, followed by captain Fin-

ley, of the artillery, with a six pounder, detached by general

Greene to Marion and Lee; in consequence of representations

from those officers soliciting this aid.

As soon as Finley joined, Lee returned to Marion, who had ap-

proached the vicinity of the confluence of the Congaree and VVa-

leree, waiting for VV;iison's advance. The despatch from general

Greene contained directions to proceed in the execution of his

original orders, taking care by every practicable exertion to repel

Watson's attempt to throw himself into Camden ; and communicated

the general's decision to pass the Wateree with the army, tor the

purpose of intercepting lieutenant colonel Watson, should he se-

lect that route to Camden. In conformity with this decision,

Greene broke up from Rudgely's mill, and, passing the Wateree

above Camden, sat down in a strong position ;
whicii deprived the

British garrison of its usual supjjlies in this quarter as eflectually

as it debarred Watson's approach to Camden on the southern route.

Rawdon now demonstrated by his conduct that his late victory,

though brilliant, produced no support or benefit to him
;

as he was

compelled to a painful inactivity in the face of his enemy, who but

a few days before had retired before him. The accession of the

corps under Watson only could save him ; and this accession he

saw completely prevented, on the most eligible route, by his ad-

versary,—he saw it without being able to take a single step in fur-

therance of the desired aid.

Marion and Lee lost not a moment after their union in taking

measure= to execute the comtnand of their general, well apprized

of the vast importance attached to the interception of W^atson.

The militia general, being perfectly acquainted with the country,

guided the measures adopted. He well knew that, although gen-

eral Greene's position would slop the lieutenant colonel on the
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ustia! route from Mot(e'< post to Camden, it would not stop hitn

from pas^in;^ the VVaiercR at or below tli« l)iji;h hills of Santee
;

and that lieutenant colonel Watson, to avoid the corps destined to

strike hiin, would piobubly, notwilh'itatidin;^ the judicious position

taken by Greene, pass llnj Cori^^areo at Motte's, and afterwards

pass the Wateree below the high hills, if Wnt^on should not deem
it eligible to pass the Congaree, but one way was left for him, and

that was to rccross the JSaiilee at the contluence of the two rivers

just mentioned. Whether to sit down on the north side of the

Santee, prepared to fall upon the Uriti^h lieutenant colonel in the

act of passing the river, or to cross it and strike at him on the

southern banks, was the alternative presented to the American
commandants. Well infortned of every step taken by Watson afler

he reached the southern side of the Santee, no doubt remained but

that he would pass either the Congaree or the Santee on the ensu-

ing morning. It was \\f>w decided to cross to his side of the river,

from a conviction that we should reach him on its southern bank?,

which ever course ot the two belbre him he might select. The
jndefitigable Marion, seconded by his zealous associates, foreseeing

the probable necessity of a quick passage over the Santee, had
provided the means of transportation, wiiich was efl'ected in the

course of the night, and, with the dawn of day, the troops moved
with celerity up ilie Santee. It was then ascertained that lieutenant

colonel Watson had taken the route leading over that river where
its two branches unite—the very spot which had so forcibly attract-

ed the attention of Marion and Lee, and would have been selected

by them, had it not been apprehended tiiat the British lieutenant

colonel might prefer the route across the Congaree.
Had these two otKcers confitied their attention entirely to the north

side of the river, the much desired interception would have been
effecied : for with horse, foot, and artillery, it uas not to be ex-

pected that a corps of infantry only could make good its landing in

the face of an equal foe, and secured its arrival into Camden.
Mortified with the result of their unceasing exertions, the de-

ranging infornration was inmiediately forwarded to general Greene,
and the disappointed commandants moved upon fort Motte.

Persuaded that lord Kawdon would resume otfensive operations

the moment Watson joined him, Greene withdrew from the vicinity

of Camden, and took a morp distant position in the high grounds
behind Sawney's creek. On the 7rh of May the long expected
succour reached Camden ; and on the next day the British genernl

put his army in motion, passed the Wateree at the ferry below
Camden, and advanced to attack Greene. On his way he was in-

formed of the Auievican general's decampment, and proceeded to-

wards Sawney's creek, still determined to execute his object.

The two armies were nearly equal, about twelve hundred each.
The advantage in number nnd quality of infantry was on the side

of Rawdon, while Greene continued to hold his superiority in

cavalry Convinced that the British general would press battle,

and anxious to rcelore the hunjoled spirits of his troops, gencnil
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Greene broke up from his position, and retired to Colonel's creek,
le.iving Washington with his cavalry and some infantry on the ground
to cover his retreat. Ravvdon, examining critically his adversary's
situation, and perceiving his well prepaied condition, did not deem
it advisable to carry into effect his projected enterprise, but with-
diew about the time that Greene commenced his retreat, and re-

turned to C.imden. Thus it happened that both armies retired at

the same moment from each other. Convinced that he could not
force the American general from his neighbourhood, and persuaded
that the breaking up of the intermediate posts between him and
Charleston vvould not only endanger his army, but must coa)[)lete

thac spirit of revolt which had begun to manitest itself on the ea-
traucii o(' the American army into the state, his lordship wisely de-

cided to give up Camden, and, with it, all the country north of the
Coiigaree. Preparing for retreat, he sent orders to lieutenant col-

onel Cruger to al)and()n Ninety-six and to join Browne at Augusta,
and directed major Maxwell, commanding at fort Craiiby, to fall

back upon Orangcburgh.
This arrangement was indubitably the best practicable ; and, duly

maintained, woulil have preserved ail the country south of theCon-
garee, and weA of the Santee. But so com[)letely had the Ameri-
can general taken his measures to prevent all communication with

lord ivawdon, that none of his despatches reached their tiestination.

On th^' lOlti the evacuation of Camden took place, and the Bri-

tish general proceeded to Nelson's ferry with the expectation of
crossing the Santee in time to dislodge Marion and Lee, slill prose-

cuting the siege of bit Motte. Previous to his lordship's departure

he burnt the jiil. the mills, and some private houses, and destroyed

all the stores which he could not take with him. lie carried off four

or tive hundred negroes, and all the most obnoxious loyalists accom-
panied him.

As soon as Greene was informed of the retreat of the enemy, per-

su ided that Rawdon's fir>t etfort vvould be directed to relieve fort

Motte, he advanced towards the Congaree, determined to pass that

river, if necessary, and to cover the operations of the besieging

corps.

This post was the principal depot of the convoys from Charleston

to Cainden, and sometimes of those destined for fort Granby and
Nmety-Six. A Inge new mansion house, belonging to Mrs. Motte,

situated on a high and commanding hill, had been selected for this

estabhshment. It was surround'-d with a dee[» trench, along the in-

terior margin of which was rai-<ed a strong and lofty parapet. To
this post had been regularly assigned an adequate garrison of about

one hundred and tifty men, which was now accidentally increased

by a small detachment of dragoons, which had arrived from Charles-

ton a few hours before the appearance of the American troops, on

its way to Camden with despatches for lord Rawdon. Captain

M'Pherson commanded, an otticer highly and deservedly respected.

Opposite to fort Motte, to the north, stood another hill, where

Mrs. Motle, having been dismissed from her mansion, resided, in the
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old firmhouse. On this height lieutenant colonel Lee with his

corpfs took post, while brigadier Marion occupied the eastern decli-

vity of the ridge on which the fort *tood.

Very soon ihe fort was com|)lotely invested ; and the six pounder

was mounted on a battery erected in Marion's quarter for the pur-

pose of raking the northern face of the enemy's parapet. au;ainst

which Lee was preparing to advance. ftl'Pherson was unprovided

with ai tillery, and depended for safety upon timely rehef, not doubt-

ing its arrival before the assailant could pusti the preparations to

maturity.

The vale which runs between the two hills admitted our sate ap-

proach within four hundred yards of the fort. This place was se-

lected by Lee to break ground. lielays of working parties being

provided for every lour hours, and some of the negroes from the

neighbouiing plantations being brought, by the intluence of Marion,

to our assistance, the works advanced with rapidity. Such was

their lorwardness on the 10th, that it was determined to summon
the commandant.
A flag was accordingly despatched to CJvptain M'Pherson, stating

to him with truth our relative situation, and admonishing him to

avoid the disagreeable consequences of an arrogant temerity. To
this the captain replied, that, disregarding consequences, he should

continue to resist to the last moment. The retreat of Rawdon was

known in the evening to the beseigers ; and in the course of the

night a courier arrived from general Greene confirming that event,

urging reboubled activity, and communicating his determination to

hasten to their support. Urged by these strong considerations, Ma-

rion and Lee persevered throughout the night in pressing the com-
pletion of their works. On the next day, Kawdon reached the

country opposite to fort Motte ; and in the succeeding night encamp-

ing on the highest grourrd in his route, the illumination of his fires

gave the joyful annunciation of his approach to the despairing gar-

rison. But the hour was close at hand, when this joy was to be

converted into sadness.

The large mansion in the centre of the encircling trench, left but

a few yards of the ground within the enemy's works uncovered :

burning the house must force their surrender.

Persuaded that our ditch would be within arrow shot before noon

of the next day, Marion and Lee determined to adopt this speedy

mode of efl'ecting their object. Orders were instantly issued to pre-

pare bows and arrows, with missive combustible matter. This mea-
sure was reluctantly adopted ; for the destruction of private pro-

perty was repugnant to the principles which swayed the two com-
mandants, and upon this occasion was peculiarly distressing. The
devoted house was a large pleasant editice, intended for the summer
residence of the respectable owner, whose deceased husband had
been a firm patriot, and whose only marriageable daughter was the

wife of major Pinckney, an officer in the South Carolina line, who
had fought and bled in his country's cause, and was now a prisoner

with the enemy. These considerations powerfully forbade the ex-
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eciition of the proposed measure ; but there were others of much
cogency, which applied personally to lieutenant colonel Lee, and

gave anew edge to the bitterness of the scene.

Encamping contiguous to Mrs. Motte's dwelling, this officer had,

upon his arrival, been requested in the most pressing terms to make
her house his quarters. The invitation was accordingly accepted

;

and not only the lieutenant colonel, but every officer of his corps,

oirduly, daily experienced her liberal hospitality, politely proffer-

ed, and as politely administered. Nor was the attention of this

amiable lady confined to that class of war which never fail to attract

attention. While her richly spread table presented with taste and

fashion all the luxuries of her opulent country, and her sideboard

offered without reserve the best wines of Europe—antiquated re-

lics of happier days—her active benevolence found its way to the

sick and to the wounded ; cherishing with softest kindness infirmity

and misfortune, converting despair into hope, and nursing debility in-

to strength. Nevertheless the obligations of duty were imperative
;

the house must burn ; and a respectful communication to the lady

of her destined loss must be made. Taking the first opportunity

which ofJ'ered, the next morning, lieutenant colonel Lee imparted

to Mrs. Motte the intended measure; lamenting the sad necessity,

and assuring her of the deep regret which the unavoidable act ex-

cited in his and every breast.

With a smile of complacency this exemplary lady listened to the

embarrassed officer, and gave instant rolief to his agitated feelings,

by declaring, that she was gratified with the opportunity of contri-

buting to the good of her country, and that she should view (he ap-

proaching scene with delight. Shortly after, seeing accidently the

bow and arrows which had been prepared, she sent for the lieute-

nant colonel, and presenting him with a bow and its apparatus im-

ported from India, she requested his substitution of these, as proba-

bly better adapted for the object than those we had provided.

Receiving with silent delight this opportune present, the lieute-

nant colonel rejoined his troops, now making ready for the con-

cluding scene. The lines were manned, and an additional force

stationed at the battery, lest the enemy, perceiving his fate, might

determine to risk a desperate assault, as offering the only chance of

relief. As soon as the troops reached their several points, a flag

was again sent to M'Pherson, for the purpose of inducing him to

prevent the conflagration and the slaughter which might ensue, by

a second representation of his actual condition.

Doctor Irvine, of the legion cavalry, was charged with the flag,

and instructed to communicate faithfully the inevitable destruction

impending, and the impracticability of relief, as lord Rawdon had

not yet passed the Santee ; with an assurance that longer perseve-

rance in vain resistance, would place the garrison at the mercy of

the conqueror ; who was not regardless of the policy of preventing

waste of time, by inflicting exemplary punishment, where resistance

was maintained only to produce such waste. The British captain

received the flag with his usual politeness, and heard patiently It-



t52 Memoirs of the tVar in the

vine's explanations ; but he remained immoveable ; repeating his

determination of holding out to the hist.

It was now about noon, and the rays of the scorching sun liad pre-

pared tlie sliingle roof for the projected conflagration. 'J'he return

of Irvine was immediately followed by the application nf [he bow
and arrows. The first amnv struck, and communicated its fire ; a

second was shot at another quarter of the roof, and a third at a thinl

quarter; this last also took effect, and, like the first, soon kindU'd

a blaze. M'Pherson ordered a parly to repair to the loft of the

house, and by knocking off the shingles to stop the fiames. This

•was soon perceived, and captain Finloy was directed to open, his

battery, raking the loft trom end to etHl.

The fire of our six pounder, ported close to one of tI)P gable ends

of the houee, soon drove the soldiers down ; and no other eflnri to

stop the flames being practicable, Al'Pherson hung out the while

flag, rdercy was extended, although policy commanded death, and

the obstinacy of M'Pherson warranted it. The commandant, with

the regulars, of which the garrison was chiefly composed, were tak-

en possession of by Lee ; while the loyalists were delivered to Ma-
rion, Among the latter was a Mr. Smitli. who had been charged

with burning the houses of his neighbours friendly to their coiintr^'.

This man consequently became very obnoxious, and his punishment

was loudly demanded by many of the n)ililia serving under the bri-

gadier ; but the humanity of Marion could not be overcome. Smith

was secured (rom his surroundmg enemies, ready to devote him, and

taken under the general'"* protection.

M'Pherson was charged with having subjected himself to punish-

ment, by his idle waste of his antagonists' time ; and reminded as

well of the opportunities which had been presented to him of sav-

ing himself and garrison from unconditional submission, as of the

cogent cotisiderations, growing out of the posture of affairs, which
urged the prevention of useless resistance by exemplary ])unish-

ment. The British officer frankly acknowledged his dependent si-

tuation, and declared his readiness to meet any consequence which
the discharge of duly, conform;ildy to his own conviction of right,

might produce. Powerfully a- the present occasion called for pun-
ishnient, and rightfully as it might have been inflicted, not a drop
of blood was shed, nor any part of the enemy's baggage taken.

M'Pherson and his officers accompanied their captors to Mrs.
Molte's, and partook with them of a sumpluous dinner ;* soothing

in the sweets of social intercourse the ire which the preceding con-

flict had engendered. Requesting to be permitted to return to

Charleston, on parole, they were accordingly paroled, and sent

off in the evening to lord Rawdon, now engaged in passing the San-

*' The deportment atxl demeanor of Mrs. Mofte gave a zest lo the pleaFiircs

©f the table. She did its honours with that unafft'cted politeness which ever
exc;ites rsleem mingled with admiration. Conveffiiisi with ease, vivacity and
goi»d sense, she obliterated our recollcrtion of the injury she had received; and
ihfiugh warmly atiarhed to the defenders of her county, the engaging amiahility

<if her manners, left it doubtful which bet of ofJicers consiituttd tliese defender?
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tee at Nelson's ferry. Soon after, general Greene, anxious for the

success of his detachment cigainst fort AJotte, atlended by an escort

of cavalry, reached us, for ihe purpose of knowing precisely our
situation, and the progress of the British general, who lie expected
would hasten to llie relief of M Pherson, as soon as he should gain

the southern banks of the Santee ; to counteract which the Ameri-
can genera! had resolved, and was then engaged in preparing boats,

to transport his army over the Congaree. Finding the siege pros-

perously conchided, he returned to camp; having directed Marion,

after p! icing the prisoners in security, to proceed against George-
town, and ordering Lee to advance without delay upon fort Granby,
to which plice the American army would also move. As soon as the

troops had finished (heir repast, Lee sat out with his detachment,

composed of horse, foot, and artillery ; and marching without inter-

mirsioi!, he approached the neighbourhood of fort Granby before

the dawn of the second day. Brigadier Sumter, having recovered

of his wound, as soon as he received Greene's despatch from Ram-
say's mill, assembled his corps of militia. For reasons not under-

stood by the author, the brigadier, instead ofjoining Greene before

Camden, directed his attention to the fort of Ninety-Six, and its

upper communications with Charleston, fort Granby, and Orange-

burgh. He had moved from before fort Granby, but a few days

before Lee's arrival, for the purpose of forcing the small post at

Orringeburgh, which he accomplished on the I4th

Fort Graoby was erected on a plain, which extended to the

southern banks of the Congaree, near Friday's ferry. Protected

on one side by that river, it was accessible in every other quarter

with facility ; but being completely finished, with parapet encircled

by fosse and abbatis, and being well garrisoned, it could not have

been carried without considerable loss, except by regular approach-

es ; and in this way would have employed the whole force of Greene

for a week at least, in which period lord Pvawdon's interposition

was practicable. Lieutenant colonel Lee, apprized of the readiness

with which the British general might attempt its relief, determined

to press to conclusion his operations with all possible celerity, hav-

ing detached, before he left Molte's, captain Armstrong, with one

troop of cavalry, to attend to the movements of lord Rawdon.

As soon, therefore, as he reached the neighbourhood of the fort,

relying upon the information of his guides, be began to erect a bat-

tery in the m irgin of the woods to the west of the fort. The morn-

ing was uncommonly foggy, which fortunate circmistanco gave time

to finish the battery before it was perceived by the enemy. Cap-

tain Finley, with his six pounder mounted in the battery, was direct-

ed as soon as the fog should disperse to open upon the fort ; when

the infantry, ready for action, would advance to gain the ground

selected for the comm.encement of "our approaches. The garrisoQ

consisted ol three hundred and fifty men, chiefly loyal militia, com-

manded by major Maxwell, of the Prince of Wales's regiment, (a

refugee from the Eastern Shore of Maryland) represented to Lee

as neither experienced in his profession, nor fitted by cast of chtn*-
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acter to meet the imperilling crisis. He \v:is the ex.ict counterpart

ot M'Pherson ; disposed to avoid, rather than to court, tlie daring

scenes of war. Zealous to fill his purse, rather than to gather mili-

taiy laurels, he had, during his command, pursued his favourite

object with considerable success, and held with him in the fort Iiis

gathered spoil. Solicitous to hasten the surrender of the post,

lieutenant cidonel Lee determined to try the efiect of negotiation

with his pliable antagonist ; and prepared a summons, couched in

pompous terms, calculated to operate upon «uch an otficer as Mux-
well was represented to be. The summons was entrusted to cap-

tain Eggleslon, of the legion horse, who was authorized to conclude

finally upon the terms of capitulation, if he found the enemy dispos-

ed to surrender.

The fog ceasing, Finley announced our unexpected proximity,

which excited much alarm and some confusion, evidently discerned

from our position The legion infantry advancing at the same time,

took possession of the desired ground without opposition ; severing

the enemy's piquets in this quarter from the fort Eggleston now
setting out wi(h his fl ig, produced a suspension of our fire, which
induced the piquets and patroles, cut off by our disposition, to at-

tempt to gain the fort. This effort was partially checked by the

rapid movement of the cavalry ; and an officer was despatched to

captain Eggleston, requiring him to remonstrate with major Maxwell
upon the impropriety of the conduct of his j)iquets and patroles,

and to demand that he would order them to resume their station
;

it being never intended, by pres^nfing him with an opportunity of

avoiding the useless eflfusion of blood, to permit the improvement
of his capacity to resist. Ecgleston's remonstrance was duly re-

spected ; and Maxwell despatched his adjutant with the required
orders, replacing the portion of his force on duty out of the foit in

its original station. The negotiation was begun, and the British

major testified a favourable disposition to the proposition submitted
to him. After consulting with some of his officers, he agreed to

deliver up the fort, upon condition that the private property of
every sort, without investigation of title, should be confirmed to its

possessors ; thut the garrison should be permitted to return to

Charleston prisoners of war, until exchanged ; that the militia should
hn held in the same manner as the regulars ; and that an escort,

charged with the protection of persons and of property, should at-

tend the prisoners to the British army.
The first condition being diametrically repugnant to the course

contemplated by Lee, as it prevented restoration of plundered pro-
perty, c;iptain Eggleston did not think proper to act under the full

discretion vvith which he had been so properly invested, but sub-
milted by letter the enemy's demands to the lieutenant colonel, ac-
conpanied with one from major Maxw«^ll. requiring two covered
Wagons for the conveyance of his own baggage, free from search.
In reply, Eggleston received directions to accede to the proposed
terms, with the single exception of all horses fit for j)ublic service,
and to expedite the conclusion of the business. This exceptioa
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was ill reli*shed by many of the officers, although not resisted by
the command int. Finding that the capitulation would be thus ar-

ranged, the Hes?ian officers came in a body to Eggleston, protesting

against proceeding, unless they were permitted to retain their

hoises ; a protest not to be overruled by the authority of M.ixwell.

The capitulation was suspended, and a second time Eggleslon found

it necessary lo refer to Lee. About this moment a diagoon anived
from captain Arm^^lrong, commanding the detachment of horse near

lord Rawdon, communicating his lordship's passage across the San-

tee, and his advance towards fort Motte. Had lieutenant colonel

Lee determined lo resist the requisition of the Hessian otTicers,

this intelligence would have induced a change in his decision. He
directed captain Eggleston to make known to the officers, that he

took pleasure in gratifying them, by considering all horses belong-

ing to individuals in the fort as private property, and claiming only

such, if any, belonging to the public.

This obstacle being removed, the capitulation was signed ; and

the principal ba!=liou was immediately occupied by captain Rudolph,

with a detachment from the legion infantry. Before noon. Maxwell,

with his garrison, consisting of three hundred and forty men, (sixty

regulars, the rest loyalists.) the baggage of every sort, two pieces

of artillery, and two covered wagons, moved from the fort ;
and the

major, wi;h the garrison protec;ted by the stipulated escort, pro-

ceeded on their route to lord Rawdon. The public stores of every

sort, consisting chiefly of ammunition, salt, and liquor, were faith-

fully delivered, and presented a very convenient as well as agreea-

ble supply to our army. The moment 31axwell surrendered, Lee

despatched an officer with the information to general Greene, who
had pressed on with much expedition, and was within a few miles

of Friday's ferry when he received Lee's despatch. The army

continued its march to Ancram's plantation, near the ferry; and

the general, crossing the river, joined his light corps. Delighted

with the happy event, his satisfaction was considerably increased

when he saw the strength of the fort, connected with that of the

garrison. He testified with much cordiality, and in most gratifying

terms, his obligations to the light corps ;
applauding as well the

rapidity of its advance as the vigour of its operations.

Loid Rawdon made but one day's march towards fort Motte

;

yielding up with much reluctance his anxious desire to defend his

line of posts, already broken through in its weakest points, and

about to be assailed throughout. Retiring to Monk's Corner, he

there encam.jed ; impatiently waiting for an accession of force to

enable him to resume offensive operations.

F)rt Watson, fort Motte, fort Granby, and the fort at Orange-

burgh, had successively yielded : Marion was now before George-

town, which was sure soon to fall. Thus in less than one month

since general Greene appeared before Camden, he had compelled

the British general to evacuate that important post, forced the sub-

mission of all the intermediate posts, and was now upon the banks

of the Congaree, in the heart of South CaroHna, ready to advance
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upon Ninety-Six, (the only remaining forlre?s in the state, besides

Charleston, in the enemy's y)0!:session.) and to detach iigairi^t Au-

gusta, in Georgia ; comprehending in this decisive elTort, tlie com-

pletion of the dehverance of the two lost stales, except the fornti-

ed towns of Charleston and Savannah—safe, because the enemy

ruled at sea.

Tl)e American jreneral, reposing his army (or the day. and

strenethening the light cori)s with a battalion ofNoith Carolina Ic-vics

under major Eaton, directed lieutenant colonel Lee to move uf»on

Augusta ; to which post brigadier Pickens, with his corjts ol mili-

tia had been commanded to repair. Lee commenced hii^ march in

the course of a few hours, marching thirteen miles in the evening

of the day on which Maxwell had surrendered. Resuming motion

at a very early hour in the morning, he pres«ed forward with (he

utmost expedition ; relieving the fatigued infantry by occasionally

dismountmg his dragoons and mounting his infantry. Not only the

claim for celerity, arising out of the general state of aflfiiirs, enforced

this exertion ; but there was cause to apprehend that lieutenant colo-

nel Cruger, appiised of lord Ixawdon's abandonment, tirst of Camden
and lastly of the field, would, in consequence of tliese untoward

events, hasten to Augusta
;
giving up South Carolina to savii Geor-

gia. To reach Pickens before Cruger could join Hrovvne, be-

came, in this view of events, a duty of the first importance. Pic-

kens and Lee united could readily strike Cruger on his march, with

the prospect of bringing him to submission. This done, the de-

struction of Browne only remained to be effected for the complete

re-anuexation (except the sea coast) of these states to the Union.

Approaching in the course of bis march the point nearest Ninety-

Six, lieutenant colonel Lee detached a squadron of horse, under
major Ptudolph, towards that post, for the purpose of ascertaining

whether the enemy exhibited tiie appearance of breaking up, and

with the hope by this sudden dash of seizing some of the garrison
;

a very acceptable present to the American general, then on his

march for that place, and in want of that accurate information to be
derived only from residents in the place. Rudol|)h concealing his

approach, appeared suddenly near the (own ; hut was not so fortu-

nate as to find a single individual of the garrison without the lines.

He seized one or two countrymen returning home, who accompa-
nied him to camp. From these we learnt that lieutenant colonel

Cruger was uninformed of the events that had lately taken place
;

but hearing of Greene's advance upon Camden, he had been indus-

triously engaged in strengthening his fortifications, and was deter-

mined not to abandon his post. Lee despatched a friendly country-

man to general Greene with the intelligence j)rocured, which ba-

nished all (hose apprehensions heretofore entertained lest Cruger
might unite himself to Browne. Persevering in his march, lieu-

tenant colonel Lee reached on the third day the vicinity of Augusta,
which is seventy-five miles from fort Granby, preceded by captain

O'Neale, with a light party of horse, charged with the collection

©f provisions and intelligence. From this active and discerning
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ofiTicer tlie pleasino; itiformation was received of the recent arrival
of tlie aiimial royal present to the Indians, which was deposited at
fort Galj)hin, about twelve mile* below Augusta, on the north side
of the river, consisting of articies extremely wanted in the Ameri-
can camp.* To relieve the wants of the army was in itseifgratefiil
but this intelligence was important in a military view ; because it
showed that colonel Browne's force in Augusta was reduced by de-
tachments from it to secure hi? deposit at fort Galphin. Two com-
panies of infantry now made the garrison of this latter post, which
was a small siockade. I'ersnaded that his approacii was alike un-
known to Browne and to the ollicer commanding here, from the pre-
caiitions which, by means of his superior cavalry, he had been ena-
bled to adopt, Lee determined by a forced march, with a detachment
of infantry mounted behind his dragoons, to seize the Indian pre-
sent. Leaving Eaton behind with his battalion, the artillery, and
the tired of the corps, to follow, he accordingly pushed on to' fort
G dphin.

On the ensuing morning (21st of May,) sultry beyond measure,
the fatigued detachment gained the desired poini

; and halting in the
pine biirrei'S which -kirt^^d the dM surrounding the fort, waited
for the moment of assault. F'or many miles not a drop of water
had been procurable ; and the extreme heat of the scorcbin<^ sun
rendered more oppressive by the necessary halt under the pines]
without any liquid whatsoever to revive sinking nature, produced a
deuihty forbidding exertion. Having with him some mounted mili-
tia, Lee directed them to dismount and to advance upon the fort in
the opposite direction—not doubting that the garrison, as was the
custom, would eagerly pursue them, when an opportunity would be
presented of oblaining the contemjdated prize without loss. The
major part of the garrison, as had been expected, rdn to arms on
sight of tlie mililia and. leaving the fort, pursued them. A selec-
tion having been made of all the inhmtry whose strength was fitted
for action, a portion of (hem under captain Rudolph was ordered to
rush upon the fort, while the residue, supported by a troop of dra-
goons, took a direction which shielded the miliiia from the menaced
blow. Rudolph had no ditliculty in possessing himsell of the fort,

little opposition being attempted, and that opposition being instantly
crushed. We lost one man from the heat of the weather

; the ene-
my only three or four in the skirmish. The garrison, with the va-
luable deposit in its keeping, gave a rich reward for our toils and
sufferings. Never was a beginning more auspicious. This success
not only deprived Browne of a very imj)ortant portion of his force,
but yielded to his enemy an abundance of supplies much wanted by
the army of Greene,—among which were the essentials of war.
povvder and ball—which articles had become scarce in the Araeri-

* Powder, ball, small arms, liquor, salt, blanl\ets, with sundry small articles,

were gained, one of the many useful and valuable acquisitions occasionally
procured by the legion ; for which, of the promised remuneration, not a cent
bas been ever paid to officer or soldier.
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can camp, notwithstanding the occasional contributions of the seve-

ral posts wrested from tlic enemy.

Lieutenant colonel Lee, rcpoiini>; his inOinlry for a few hours,

detached miijor Eg^leston, at the head of his horse, to pa-** the Sa-

vannah below Au'iisla ; and, taking a ^vestern direction, to join a

corps of militia, known to be in ihe neighbourhood, u.ider colonel

Claike, in case brigadier Pickens should not yet have arrived.

Eggleston was also ordrred to make himself tboroiighly acquainted

wfth the enetny's situation for the information of his commandant,

who wished to begin his operations the m »m«nt of his arrival ; and

was further enjoined to send in a tl ig with a summons from himself,

statini^ the near approach of part of Greene's a'-my, with the inves-

titure of Ninety-Six by the miin body under the general himself;

and urging the propriety of sparing the useless waste of life—tiie

certain consequence of resistance,—cruel, because vain. Th e sub-

stitution of a second officer for his superior in suinimming the fort

arose from the course taken by Browne, He had refused to re-

ceive flags, forbidding all intercourse with the militia olBcers ;
and

Lee having profited by negocialion at fort Granby, was desirous of

removing the obstacles which prevented resort to the like course

here. To effect this, he thought it advisable to authorize Eggles-

ton then the senior continental officer on the south of ^he Savan-

nah, to attempt negotiation. Browne, either discrediting the infor-

mation contained in the summons, or immutable in the decision he

had taken, would not answer the letter addressed to him, and for-

bad the renewal of such communication.

In the evening lieutenant colonel Lee, with the artillery and in-

fantry, joined Eggleston, then united to the militia under Pickens

and Clarke, and encamped in the woods to the west of Augusta.

This town is situated on the southern banks of the Savannah, in an

oblono- plain, washed by the river on the east and covered by deep

woods' in the opposite direction. In its centre stood fort Cornwal-

lis, judiciously constructed, well finished, and secure from storm.

A half mile in its front up the river, the plain is interrupted by a

lagoon or swamp with a rivulet passing through it; and on the

northwestern border of this lagoon was erected another, but infe-

rior fortress, called Grierson, from the militia colonel who com-

manded its garrison. Browne conducted the British force in upper

Georo^ia, and resided in fort Cornwallis. Lieutenant colonel Lee,

hearino- from Eggleston the atlrontive rejection of his proffered ne-

gotiation was considerably ruffled at the contemptuous treatment

received, and determined never to enter into any communication

with the' British commandant until solicited by himself. Thus de-

cided he was gratified in discovering ibe divided condition of the

enemy—Its regulars in fort Cornwallis and its militia in fort Grier-

son ; not doubling, if the moment was duly improved, that a tender

of negotiation, on the part of Browne, would follow.

While the troops, still concealed, were engaged in taking re-

freshments, lieutenant colonel Lee employed himself in examining

Jh- ground. He did not hesitate in his decision, which was m-
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stantly to dnve Grierson out of his fort, and to destroy or intercept

him til his retreat to Ion Coruwallis.

Cumniuiiicatitig ins plan to Fickens and Clarke, it was adopted
;

and the troops were soon after .trrayed tor executing it.

Brig.idter Fickeus with the rnthita was to attack the fort on its

nortU and west; major Eaton «ith hts battalion, by passing down

the north side of Itie lagoon, was to appro.tch it on llie suuin, co-

operating with the miliiia ; while lieutenanl colonel Lee, with his

infantry and artillery, was to move down the lagoon on its soutnern

margin, parallel with Eaton, ready to support his attack it requir-

ed, or to attend to the movements ot Browne, should he venture

to leave his defences and interpose with a view to save Unerson.

The cavalry under Eggleston, were ordered to draw near to fort

Cornwalhs, keeping in the wood and ready to fall upon the rear of

Browne should ne advance upon Lee. '1 hese arrangements being

finished, the several coinmatulanls proceeded to their respective

points. Lee's movement, open to view, was soon discerned by

hrovvne, who, drawmg bis garrison out of his lines accompanied by

two tieid pieces, advanced with the ajipearance of risking battle to

save Grierson, now assailed by f ickens and Eaton. This loiward

movement soon ceased. Browne, not deeming it prudent, under

existing circumstances, to persevere in its attempt, confined his

interposition to a cannonade, which was returned by Lee, with

very little etlect on either side. ^Giierson's resistance was quickly

overpowered ; the lort was evactiated ; himseli witii hts major and

many ol his garrison killed ; the lieutenant colonel with others

taken ; and the lew rLmainmg, by reaching the river, escaped un-

der cover and concealment of its bank;* to fort Cornwallis. Lieu-

tenant colonel Browne, perceiving the fall of this post, withdrew in

to hts fort ; and appreiiendmg, from what he had seen, that he had

to deal with troops htled for war, applied himself to strenguietung

his situation. Whatever was attainable in the town, and necessary

to his defence, was now procured ; and every part of the works

requiring amendment was repaired with industry. These exer-

tions on the part of the enemy could not be counteracted ; all novv

to be done was to assume proper stations for close investiture, and,

by regular approaches, to compel his surrender.

In the late contest our loss was trivial,—a lew wounded, and few-

er killed. But unhappily among the latter was major Eaton of

North Carolina, who had served only a few weeks with the light

cor()S, and in that short period had endeared hiniself to his com-

mandant and fellow soldiers by the amiability of Ins manners. He
fell gallantly at the head of his battalion in the moment of victory.

* The militi.i of Georgia, under colonel Clarke, were so exasperated hy the

cruellies mutually inflicted in the course of the vrar in this state, that they were
disposed to sacrifice every man taken, and with preat difficulty was this disposi-

tion now suppressed. Poor Grierson and several others had been killed after

surrender; and although tlie American commandants used every exertion, and
offered a large rewaid to detect the murderers, no discovery could be mcidi- lu

no part of the South was the war conducted with sucli asperity as in this quar-
ter. It often sunk into barbarity.
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On the banks of the Sav;innah, south of the I;i!;oon near il3 flow

into the river, was situated a large brick buililiog, the inarisim)-

honseofa gentleman who hiul jaimd the enemy. Here lioiiten.irit

colonel [jce with his corps took por^t, while brij^adier Firkens witii

the militia occupied the woods on the eneln}''^* left. i'he morning
was spent in ascerlainitiff the most eli}i,ible mode of approach ; to

execute which all the recjuisite tools tound at lort Cialphiii, uiih

many collected from the neighbouring farms, had been brouj^hl to

camp.
Fort Cornwallis was not far from the Savannah river, the shelter

of whose banks aflorded a safe route to the troops. It wns deter-

mined to break ground in this quarter, and to extend our works to-

wards the enemy's left and rear.

General Greene did not continue in his cnmp at Friday's ferry

longer than to give time to lieutenant colonel Carrington to p;o-

cure means for the transportation of the stores gained by the f.dl

of fort Granby, all of which were necessary to the army m the

proposed operations. Takmg the direct road for Ninety-Six, he

sat down before it on the 2'id ; his effective force, exclu-ive of

militia, not exceeding one thousand : Marion, afier taking George-
town, having continued in that quarter for the protection of the

country ; and Sumter who had joined Greene while at Friday's fer-

ry, being sent to apply his attention to the care of the region south

and west of the Congaree.

Ninety Six derives its name from the circumstance of its being

ninety-six miles distant from the principal town of the Cherokee
Indians, called Keeowee ; and is the cliief village in the district of

countiy lying between the Saluda (the southern branch of the Con-
garee) and the river Savannah, the southwestern boundary of the

state, to which district it gives its name.

The country is strong, the climate salubrious, and the soil ff^rtile ;

and JsinetySix exceeded in its white population any of the nine

districts into which South Carolina is divided. When the British

recovered the state, here, as has been before observed, was fixed

a post—forming, with Camden to its right and Augusta to its left,

the frontier barrier established tor the security of the country.

Tlie viUage of Ninety Six, previous to the war, had been slightly

fortified for defence again?! the neighbounng Indians. These wmks
were considerably strengthened after the arrival of the British

troops ; and additional fortifications, to secure the post from as-

sault, were erected under the superintendence of lieutenant Ilal-

dane, of the corps of engineers, aid-de camp to lord Cornwallis. ^
Lieutenant colonel Cruger, the present commandant, was a native

of New York, of respectable connexions, who h:id taken part from

thp lir-t with the British army, and commanded one of the provin-

cial regiments raised in that state. His garrison amounted to five

hundred and fifty men ; three hundred and fifty of whom were re-

gulars, and, like himself, Americans ; the residue were loyal mili-

tia of South Carolina, conducted by colonel King. On the left of

the village, in a valley, ran a small rivulet which furnished water to
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the town and troops. Passing this rivulet westwardly, you ascend
an eminence, on which was erected a stockade fort, which, with the
fortitied prison coniiguous to the valley, constituted the chief de-
fence of the water. On the right of the village stood the princi-
pal work, called the star, from its form It consisted of sixteen
salient and re-entering angles, with a ditch, frieze, and abbatis

;

and was judiciously designed, and well executed. We liave before
mentioned that lord Rawdon, previous to his retreat from Camden,
had informfid lieutenant colonel Cruger of the changed and chang-
ing condition of afiUirs, with orders to hira to evacuate Ninely-Six
and to join Browne in Augusta ; but that all his attempts to com-
municate with Cruger had been frustrated. Entirely ianorant of
these events, lieutenant colonel Cruger, nevertheless, guided by
his own reflections, wisely employed his time in making all the ne-
cessary repairs to his works and some additionil defences. A mound
of earth, parapet high, was thrown up around the stockade, and
secured by abbatis ; blockhouses were elected, traverses made,
and covered communications between the differei.t works establish-

ed. Throughout the preparations directed by Cruger, the garrison,

reguhirs and militia, olficers and soldiers, vied with each other in

the execution ©f their commandant's orders. The appearance of
Greene's army increa-ed the vigorous exertions of Cruger and his

garrison, in completing their defensive measures ; and very soon
the works became strong, atfording additional confidence to the
besieged.

. olonel Kosciusko, a Polish officer, at the head of the engineers
in the southern army, wns considered skilful in his profession, and
much esteemed for his mildness of disposition and urbanity of man-
ners. To this officer general Greene committed the designation of
the course and mode of approach. Never regarding the impor-
tance which was attached to depriving the enemy of water, for

which he depended on the rivulet to his left, Kosciusko applied his

un<livided attention to the demolition of the star, the strongest point

of the enemy's defence. Breaking ground close to this fortress, he
laboured during the first night with diligence, but had not been
able to phice m great forwardness his incipient works. No sooner

was this atiempl of the besieger perceived, than lieutenant colonel

Cruger determined to prepare a platform in one of the salient an-

gles of the star, opposite to our works, for the reception of three

pieces of artillery, all he possessed, with intention to cover a de-

tachment charged with the expulsion of our woiking parties, to be

followed by a second for (he demolition of the works. Before noon

the platform was finished, and the artillery mounted in if. The
parapet was rnanii d with infantry; and the sallying party under

lieutenant Roney, supported by major Green, ready in the enemy's

ditch, rushed upon our works, covered by the artillery and mus-

ketry. Roney drove before him our guards and working parties,

putting to the bayonet all whom lie found ; and was followed by a

detachment of loyalists, who quickly demolished the works, carry-

ing off the intrenching tools. The enemy sustained no loss in thi«

3!
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first exbil>ilion of his decijiion and courage, but that of lieuteaant

Honey, who died of a wound he received while gallantly leading

on his men.
So judiciously was this sally planned, and so rapi<lly conducted,

that, aUhoug,h Green'^ in^tantly sent a detachment to support Kos-

ciusko, the ol>j(^ct w.is accomjdished l)efore support could arrive.

Tauji;ht by this essay that his enemy was of a cast not to be rashly

approached, Kosciusko was directed to resume his labours under

cover of a ravine, and at a more respectful distance. He broke

ground again in the night of the i3d, still directing his ai>proaches

against the star redoubt.

Pickens and Lee ])re5sed forward their measures against fort

Cornwallis with zeal and diligence ; but not with the wished for

celerity, so vigihmt and resolute was the active and sagacious oflicer

opposed to them. The condition of several of the wounded taken

in the attack on fort Gricrson called for various comforts not to be

found in the American camp, and the principal officer who had been

taken asked permission to procure the requisite supply from colonel

Browne, whom he knew to be well provided, and whose disposition

to clierish his soldiers he had often expei ienced. To this application

Pickens and Lee answered, that, after the ungracious determination

to .'top all intercourse, announced by the commandant of fort Corn-

wallis, disposed as they were to obey the dictates of humanity, it

could not be expected that any consideration could prevail with

them again to expose Uie American Hag to contumely. If, however,

he thought proper to wait upon colonel Browne, they would permit

him to proceed whenever he pleased, on the faith ot his parole, re-

turning immediately after receiving Drovvne's reply.

This ofi'er was cheerfully accepted, and a letter was prepared on

the part of the American commandants, expressing the regret with

which they permitted a tlag to pass from their camp, though borne
by a British otlicer, after the treatment experienced upon a late

occasion ; and assuring the commandant of fort Cornwallis, that no
consideration aftecting themselves or their troops would ever have
led to such a condescension.

To this letter Browne returned a veiy polite answer by the pri-

soner (whose application was instantly com[)lied with,) excusing
what had passed by a reference to some previous altercations, which
had rendered such a decision necessary on the part of the British

commandant, so long as the individual to whom he alluded continued

to command,* and whom he really did believe had sent in the flag

refused to be received, not knowing cr suspecting the extraordinary

change of force opposed to him which had taken place. Pickens

* Tlie individual meant was colonel Clarke. Browne, and this officer had
before (as will be recollected) a very severe conflict. Clarke was often beating
up the British quarters, and striking at the light paities of the enemy, chietljr

loyalists; with whom and the militia a spirit of liate and revenge had succeed-
ed to those nnblc feelings of humanity and forgiveness which ought ever to
actuate the soldier. At length all intercourse between the troops was bxokon
oft and the vanquished lay at the mercy of the victor.
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and Lee were very much gratified that, while obeying the c!;iims

of humanity, they should have produced a renewal of intercourse,

without which the contest drawing to a close could not be terminat-

ed but by a painful waste of human life.

The works contiguous to the river had advanced nearly to the

desired state, and those which had been subsequently commenced
in tae rear of the fort began to assume a formidable appearance

;

yet extreme difficulty occurred in the consummation of the plan

adopted by the besiegers, as the surrounding ground presented no

swell or hill which would enable them to bring their six pounder to

bear upon the enemy, it was determined to resort to the Maham
tower, the eft'ect of which Lee had so happily witnessed at fort

Watson ; and orders were accordingly issued to prepare and bring

in timber of such a size as would sustain our only piece of artillery.

Browne heretofore had patiently looked on at our approach,

diligently working within his fort, as we discovered by the heaps of

fi-esh dug earth in various direction*, but with what view remained,

unascertained. Seeing that his enemy's works were rapidly ad-

vancing, he now determined to interrupt our progress by s;dlies,

however hazardous, which he foresaw could alone retard his ap-

proaching fate—hoping that in the delay he might find safety. On
the 28th he fell upon our works in the river quarter at midnight,

and, by the suddenness and vigour of his onset, drove the guard be-

fore him ; but the support under captain Handy* coming up, after

an obstinate contlict, regained the trenches, and forced the enemy

to take shelter in the fort. The determined spirit manifested by

the foe in this attempt to destroy our approaches, induced lieute-

nant colonel Lee to appropriate his infantry exclusively for their

defence at night, relieving them from any further share in labour

and from every other duty. It was divided into two divisions, to

one of which was alternately committed the protection of our

works. On the succeeding night Browne renewed his attempt in

the same quarter ; and for a long time the struggle was continued

with mutual pertinacity, till at length captain Rudolph, by a com-

bined charge with the ba3onet, cleared the trenches, driving the

eaemy with loss to his strong hold. On the 3iHh the timber re-

*In the progress of this work under ths hands of its author, reference was

frequenily'had to the authority and reminiscences of colonel Howard, and he

sun»ested, on one of those occasions, that captain Oldiiau. should b- nieutioned

during the siege of Augusta, instead of captain Handy. He repeated tiie same

su-J^estion recently to inc. The author however adhered to his own impression,

and the result of my inquiries having justified nie that captain Handy was dis-

tinguislied in the affair, I have not felt myself at liberty, highly as I respect the

authority of colonel Howard, and the memory of captain Oldham, to viuy the

reading so deliberately insisted on by the author. 'I'o the name of raptfun

Oldham, too much praise cannot be given. He ^as engnged in almost every

action in the south, and was uniformly distinguished for gallantry and good

conduct. With tlie exception of Kirkwood of Delaware, and Rudolph of the

legion infantry, he was probably entitled to njore credit than any officir uf iiis

rank in Greene's army. A distinction which must place iiim high on the rolls

of fame. In the celebrated charse on the British at Eutaw, ol thirty six men,

which he led, all but eight were killed or wounded; yet he forced the enemy -Ed.
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quirod to l)i)ild the Maham tower was prep;ired and conveyed to

the intended i-ile. In tlie evening w«; commenced its erection, un-

der cover of an oKi house to conceal our object from the enemy.

In the course of the nij^lit and ensuing day we had brought our

tower nearly on a level with the enemy's parapet, and began to fill

its body with fasicines, earth, stone, biick. and pvery other lonveni-

ent rubbisii, to give solidity and strengtii to the structure. At ihe

same time the adjacent works, in the rear of ihe fori, were vifi,or-

ously pushed to the enemy's left to connect them with the tower,

the point of termmation.

Browne's attention was soon drawn to this quarter ; and, penetrat-

ing the use to which the log building would be applied, be deter-

mined to demolish it without delay,

Pickens and Lee, well assured from what hud passed that their

judicious opj)onent would leave notliing unes^ayed within his power

to destroy their lower—on the completion of which their expecta-

tion ot immediate success chiefly depended—determined to pre|»are

before night for the counteraction of any attempt which might be

made. The lines in that quarter, entrusted to the militia, were

doubly manned ; and Handy 's division of the infantry, though on

duty every other night, was drawn from the river quarter to main-

tain the militia. The North Carolina battalion supplied its place
;

and to captain Handy on one side, and to captain Rudolph on the

other, (approved officers) were committed henceforward the pro-

tection of our lines. The tower was designated as the peculiar ob-

ject of attention, and to its defence one company of musketry was

exclusively applied. Not more than one third of the night had

pas.*ed when the enemy began to move ; concealing his real object

by renewing his attempt upon the river quarter, where Rudolph^

with his accustomed gallantry, gave him a warm reception. While

the contest here was bravely urged, and as bravely sustained, lieu-

tenant colonel Browne, with the elite of his garrison, fell upon our

works in his rear. Here for awhile the militia of Pickens contend-

ed with vigour, but at length were forced by the bayonet out of the

trenches. Handy, leaving one company at the tower, with his main

body hastened to support the militia, who very gallantly united with

the regulars, and turned upon the successful foe. The conflict be-

came furious ; but at length the M.irylanders under Handy carried

the victory by the point of the ba)'onet. Upon this occasion the

loss on both sides exceeded all which had occurred during the siege.

Browne, linding that every eiTort to destroy our works by open war

proved ineffectual, now resorted to stratagem. Lee had omitted to

pull down,* as was originally intended, the old wooden house, un-

der cover of '.viiich the toner had been commenced, and which by

accidentally taking tire would have ])robably consumed it. This

kouse attracted Drowne's notice, and he determined, by burning it,

* This oniissirMi resulted from that spirit ol" procrastination common to tiian,

and was certainly highly reprchcr-ible. Luckily no injury resulted, whereas

very great niig, lit hrivc ensued.
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to rid himself of the tower. He h.id by this time erected a plat-

fuiUi in one 01 the afiji,les of the foit opposite to our Maharn tower,

aiui vvtiich, beiug mounted with two of his heaviest pieces or ord-

nance, opened upon it betore it was finished.

Nevertheless the exertions oi the buiklers did not slacken, and

on the first ot June tlie tower was completed, and was found to

overlook the enemy's parapet. The upper logs having been sawed

to let in an embrasure for our six pounder, it only remained tO

mak«- an apron upon which the matrosses could draw up their piece

to the door of the tower.

This was done in the course of the day, and at daun on the se-

cond our SIX pounder was mounted, completely conimanding the

enemy's lort. Finley instantly announced his readiness to act by

returning the enemy's cannonade, which had been continued with-

out iiuermissioii. Before noon the enemy's two pieces were dis-

mouMied trom Itie platform, and all the interior of the fort was rak-

ed, excepting the segment neare-t to the tower, and some other

spots stieUered by traverses. It was now thai lieutenant colonel

Browne determined to put in execution his coiicerted stratagem.

In the course of the night a deserter from the fort .va>* sent to lieu-

tenant colonel Lee. He vva^ a Scot, with all the Aily sagacity of

his country, and a sergeant of the artillery. Upon being questioned

upon the effect of our cannonade, and the situation of the enemy

—

he answered, that the strange loghouse lately erected, gave an ad-

vantage, which, duly improved, could not fail to force surrender;

but that the garrison had not sutfered so much as might be presum-

ed ; that it was amply supplied with provisions, and was m high

spirits. In the course of the conversation which followed, Lee in-

quired, in what way could the eflect of the cannonade be increased ?

Very readily, replied the crafty sergeant, adding : that knowing the

spot where all the powder in the fort was deposited, with red hot

balls from the six pounder, the magazine might be blown up. This

intelligence was received with delight, and the suggestion of the

sergeant seized with avidity, although it would be very diificult to

prepare our balls, as we were unprovided with a furnace. It was

proposed to the sergeant, that he should be sent to the officer com-

manding our battery, and give his aid to the execution of his sugges-

tion, with assurances of liberal reward in case of success. This

proposition was heard with much apparent reluctance, uithougi^

every disposition to bring the garrison to submission was exhibited

by the sergeant, who pretended that Browne had done him many
personal injuries in the course of service. But he adiied, it was

impossible for him to put himself in danger of capture, as he well

knew a gibbet would be his fate, if taken. A good supper was now
presented to him, with his grog ; which being finished, and being con-

vinced by the arguments of Lee, that his personal safety could not be

endangered, as it was not desired or meant that he should take any

part in the siege, but merely attend at the tower to direct the pointing

of the piece, he assented ; declaring that he entered upon his task

with dire apprehensions, and reminding the lieutenant colonel of his
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promised reward. Lee instantly put liim in care of his adjutant, to

be delivered to captain Finley, with tlie information communicaled,

for the purpose ot blowing up the enemy's magazine. Il was mid-

night ; and lieutenant colonel Lee, expecting on the next d ly to be

much engaged, our preparations being nearly completed, retired to

rest. Ketiecting lipon what had passed, and recurring to the cha-

pjictcr of his adversary, he became much disquieted by the step he

had taken, and soon concluded to withdraw the sergeant from the

tower He had not been many minutes with captain Finley, before

an order remanding him was delivered, committing him to ihe quar-

ter guard. In the morning we were saluted with a new exhibition,

unexpected though not injurious. Between the quarters of Lee

and the foit stood four or live deserted houses ; some of them near

enough to the fort to be used with effect by rillemeo from their up-

per stories. They had often engaged the attention of Pickens and

Lee, with a view of applying them, whenever the enemy should be

assauhed, to aid in covering tlieir attack. Browne, sallying out be-

fore break of day, set tire to all but two of the houses. No at-

tempt was made to disturb the operation, or to extinguish the

flames nfter the enemy had returned ; it being deemed improper to

hazard onr troops in etiecting any object not material in its conse-

quence. Of the two left, one was more commodious for the purpose

originally contemplated by Pickens and Lee in the hour of assault.

The besiegers being incapable of discovering any reason for the

omission to burn the two house!', and especially that nearest the

fort, various were their conjectures as to the cause of sparing them :

some leading to the conclusion that they were left purposely, and

consequently with the view of injuring the assailant. The fire

from the tower continued, and being chielly directed against the pa-

rapet fronting tlie river, in which quarter the yiroposed attack

would be directed, demonstrated satisfactorily that the hour had ar-

rived to make the decisive appeal. Orders were accordingly is-

sued to prepare for the assault, to take place on the next day at

the hour of nine in the forenoon. In the course of the night, a party

of the best marksmen were selected tVom Picken's militia, and sent

to the house spared by Browne, and nearest to the fort.

The oflicer commanding this detachment, was ordered to arrange

his men in the upper story, for the purpose of ascertaining the

number which could with ease use their riiles out of the windows,

or any other convenient aperture ; then to withdraw, and report to

the brigadier. It was intended, before daylight, to have directed

the occupation of the house by the same otiicer, with such a force

of riflemen as he should report to be sufficient. Handy was order-

ed to return (o the river quarter at the dawn of day, as to his de-

tachment and the It^ginn infantry the main assault would be com-

mitted. These, with all tiie other preparations, being made, the

troops continued in their usual stations—pleased that the time was

near which would close with success their severe toils.

About three in the morning of the fourth of .June, we were

aroused by a violent exploiion, which was soon discovered to have
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shattered the very house intended to be occupied by the rifle party

before daybreak. It was severed and thrown into the air thirty or

forty feet high, its fragments fulling all over the field. This ex-

plained, at once, not only the cause of Browne's omitting its de-

struction, but also communicated the object of the constant digging

jvhich had until lately eoiployed the besieged.

Browne pushed a sap to this house, which he presumed would
be certainly possessed by the besieger, when ready to strike his

last blow ; and he concluded, from the evident maturity of our
works, and from the noise made by the militia, when sent to the

house in the lirst part of the night, for the purpose of ascertaining

the number competent to its capacity, that the apjjroaching morning
was fixed for the general assault. Not doubting but the houre was
occupied with the body destined to hold it, he determined to de-

prive his adversary of every aid from this quarter ; hoping, too,

by the consternation which the manner of destruction could not fail

to excite, to damp the ardour of the troops charged with storming.

Happily he executed his plan too early for its success, or our

gallant band would certainly have shared the fate of the house.

This fortuuHte escape excited grateful sensations in the breasts of

the two commandants, for the gracious interposition of Providence
;

and added further evidence of the penetration and decision which
marked the character of their opponent. The hour of nine ap-

proached, and the columns lor assault were in array, wailing tlie

signal to advance. Pickens and Lee having determined, as inter-

course with the fort was now open, to present to the eneniy another

opportunity of avoiding the impending blow by capitulation, had

despatched a flag, with a joint letter, adapted to the occasidn.

Lieutenant colonel Browne, in reply, repeated his determination

to defend the post. This resolution could not be maintained ; and

on the next day an oflicer with a flag, proceeded from lh.e fort.

The bearer was received at the margin of our trenches, and present-

ed a letter addressed to the two commandants, offering to surrender

upon conditions detailed in the communication. Some of these being

inadmissible, the offer was rejected, and other propositions made,

which would be ratified by them, if acceded to by BroiMie. I'his

discussion produced the delay of one day, which was gratifying to

Browne ; it being unpleasant to surrender on the birth day of his

king. * The terms, as altered, were accepted ; and eight o'clock

* Eiigadier Pickens and Jieuleneirit cohiul Lie-, lo Ueulenant colonel Browne.

Avgusia, May 31.-;/, 1781.

Sir:

The usage of war lenders it necessary tbut we present you wisli au opportu-

nity of avoiding the destruction which impends your garrison.

We liave deferred cur summons to this late date, to preclude the necessity of

much correspondence on the occasion. You see the strength of the investing

forces ; ilie progress of our wo<-ks ; and you may inform yourself of tlie situ-

ation of the two arjnies, by inquiries fium cLipinin Armstrong, of the legion,

who has the honour lo hear this.
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in the morning of the 5th was designated for tlie delivery of the
foil, IsLC. to captain Rudolph, appointed on tlie part of the victors

Ltculenant colonel Browne, in a7iswer, to Pickens and Lee,

GentleiWEN :

^Vhat progress you have matle in your works I am no stranger to. It is my
duty and inclintttion to deleiid this place to the last extremity.

Pickens and Lee, to lieutenant colonel Browne.

Augusta, June^J, 1781,
Sir. :

It is not our disposition to press the unfortunate. To prevent the effusion of

blood, which must tbllow purscverence in your fruitless resistance, we inform
you, tliat we are willing, though in the grasp of victory, to grant such terms
as a conipaiative view of our respective situations can warrant.
Your deteriiiir;.ition will be considered as conclusive, and will regulate our

couduct.

Lieutenant Colonel Browne, to Pirkcns and Lee.

Fort Cornwallis, June Srd, 1781.

Gentlemen :

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your sutnn'ons of this day,

and to assure you, that as it is my duty, it is likewise my inclination, to deJencl

the post to the last extremity.

Piclcens and Lee, to lieulenant colonel Browne.

Headquarters^ June Ath, 1781.

Sir:

We beg leave to propose, that the prisoneis in your possession may be sent

out of the fort ; and that they may be considered yours or ours, as the siege

may terminate.

Confident that you cannot oppose the dictate of humanity and custom of war,
we have only to say, that any request from you of a similar nature, will meet
our assent.

Lieutenant colonel Browne, to Pickens and Lee.

Gentlemen:
Though motives of humanity, and a feeling for the distresses of individuals,

incline me to accede to what you have proposed concerning the prisoners with

us; yet many reasons, to which you cannot be strangers, forbid my complying
with this requisition. Such attention as I can show, consistently with gdod pol-

icy and my duty, shall be shown to them.

Lieutenant colonel Browne, to Pickens and Lee,

Gentlemen :

In your summons of the 3d instant, no particular conditions were specified ;

1 postponed the consideration ot it to this day.

From a desire to lesson the distresses of war to individuals, I am incliaed to

propose to you my acceptance of the inclosed terms ; which being pretty isiinilar

to those granted to the commanding officers of tlie American troops and garrison

in Charleston, I imagine will bu honourable to both parlies.

Pickens and Lee, to lieutenant colonel Browne.

JuneSth, 1781.
Sir:

There was a time when your proposals of this day ought to have been ac-

cepted. That period is now passed. You had every notice from us, and nnis!

have Known the futility of your further ojiposition.
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(o take possession of it with its appurtenances. At the appointed
hour the British garrison marched out, lieutenant colonel Browne

Although we should be justified by the military law of both armies to demand
unconditional submission, our sympathy for the unfortunate and gallant of our
^profession, has induced us to grant tlie honourable terms which we herewith
transmit.

Lieutenant colonel Broione, to Pickens and Lee.

JuneSlh, 1781.

Gentlemen :

Your proposition relative to the officers of the king's troops and militia being
admitted to their paroles, and the exclusion of the men, is a matter I cannot
accede to.

The conditions I have to propose to you are, that such of the different classes
of men who compose this garrison be permitted to march to Savannah, or con-
tinue in the country, as to them may be most eligible, until exchanged.

Sir

Pickens atid Lee, to lieutenant colonel Browne.

June 5th, 1781.

In our answer of this morning, we granted the most generous terras in otiS
power to give, which we beg leave to refer to as final on our part.

Lieutenant colonel Browne, to Pickens and Lee.

Gentlemen :

As some of the articles proposed by you are generally expressed, I have ta.-

ken the liberty of deputing three gentlemen to wait upon you, for a particulac
explanation of the respective articles.

Articles of Capitulation, proposed by lieutenant colonel Thomas Broicne, and
answered by general Pickens and lieutenant colonel Lee.

Article 1st. That all acts of hostilities and works shall cease between the
besiegers and the besieged, until the articles of capitulation shall be agreed on,
signed and executed, or collectively rejected.

Answer. Hostilities shall cease for one hour ; other operations to continue.
Art. 2d. That the fort shall be surrendered to the commanding rfflcer of the

American troops, such as it now stands. That tlie king's troops, throe days
after signing the articles of capitulation, shall be conducted to Savannah, with
their baggage ; where they will remain prisoners of war until they are exchang-
ed. That proper conveyances shall be provided by the commanding officer of
the American troops for that purpose, together with a sufficient quantity of good
and wholesome provisions till their arrival at Savannah.

Ans. Inadmissible. The piisoners to surrender field prisoners of war: the

officers to be indulged with their paroles ; the soldiers to be conducted to sucb
place as the commander in chief shall direct.

Art. 3d. The militia now in garrison shall be permitted to return to their re-

spective homes, and be secured in their persons and properties.

Ans. Answered by the second article, the militia making part of the garrison.

Art. 4. The sick and wounded shall be under the care of their own surgeons,

and be supplied with such medicines and necessacies as are allowe4 to the Bri-

tish hospitals.

Ans. Agreed.

Art. 5. The officers of the garrison, and citizens who have borne amis during

the siege, shall keep tlieir side arms, pistols, and baggage, which shall not be
searched, and retain their servants, '<

2>%
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having been taken into the care of captain Armstrong, of the dra-

goons, with a safe gnard to protect his person from threatened

violence.* Thia precaution, suggested by our knowledge of the

inveteracy with which the operations in this quarter had been con-

ducted on both side--;, turned out to be extremely fortunate ;
as other-

wise, in all probability, the laurels acquired by the arms of America

%vould havft been stained by the murder of a gullant soldier, who

had committed himself to his enemy on their plighted faith. Browne

was conveyed to Lee's quarter?, where he continued until the next

day, when himself and a few of his officers were paroled, and sent

down the river to Savanrtah, under the care of captain Armstrong,

with a party of infantry, who had orders to continue whh lieutenant

Ans. The officers, and citizens who hare borne arms during 'the siege, shall

be permitted their side arms, private baggage, arid servants; their side aims

not to be won), and the baggage to be searched by a person appointed for that

purpose.

Art. 6th. The garrison, at an hour appointed, shall march out with shoulder-

ed arms and drums beating, to a place agreed on, where they will pile their arms.

Ans. Agreed. The judicious and gallant defence made by the garrison, enti-

tles ihem*o every mark of military respect. The fort to be delivered up to

captain Rudolph at twelve o'clock, who will take possession with a detachment

of the legion infantiy.

Alt. 7ih. That the citizens shall be protected in their persons and properties.

Ans. Inadmissible.

Art. 8 That twelve mouths shall be allowed to all such as do not choose to

reside in this country, to dispose of tlieir effects, real and personal, in this pro-

vince, without any molestation whatever; or lo remove to any part thereof as

they may choose, as well themselves as families.

Ans Inadmissible.

Art. 9. That the Indian families now in garrison, shall accompany the king's

troops to Savannah, where they will remain prisoners of war, until exchanged

for an equal number of prisoners in the Creek or Cherokee nations.

Ans. Answered in the second article.

Art. 10. That an express be permitted to go to Savannah with the commamU
ing officer's despatches, -which are not to be opeoed.

Ans. Agreed.

Art. 11. (Additional.) The particular attention of colonel Browne is expect-

.e'd towards the just delivery of all public stores, moneys, &c. ; and that no loans

be permitted to defeat the spirit of this article.

Signed at Headquarters, Augusta, June .^th, 1781, by

ANDREW PICKENS, Brig. Militia.

HENRY LEE, jun. Lt. Col. Commandant, V. L,

THOMAS BROWNE, Lt. Col. commanding the

king's troops at Augusta.

*TbJs precaution was indispensable. Already had the humanity of the be-
sieging corps been dreadfully outraged bj' the slaughter of colonel Grierson, and

some of his associates. To risk a repetition of the same barbarity, would have

justly exposed the commandants to reproach and censure. It was determined

to take measures in time to prevent such an issue. Lieutenant colonel Browne's

life was, we knew, sought with avidity ; consequently it became our duty to

secure his person before the garrison marched out. Browne had himself suffer-

ed very cruel and injurious personal treatment in the beginning of the revolu-

tion; and succeeding events more and more embittered both himself and the

Georgia militia, heretofore his only opponents, till at length in this quarter a
war of extermination became the order of the day.
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colonel Browne until he should be placed out of danger. During
the few hours' residence in Lee's quarters, the British colonel in-

quired after his artillery sergeant, who had, a few nights before,
deserted from the fort. Upon being told that he was in the quarter
guard, he took the first opportunity of soliciting from Lee his res-
titution ; frankly declaring that he was no deserter, but was pur-
posely sent out by him in that character, to destroy by fire the
newly erected loghouse, which he plainly discerned to be destruc-
tive to his safety, and which his sergeant undertook to do, while
pretending to direct our fire with the view of blowing up the maga-
zine of the fort.

This communication showed the danger to which the beseigers
were exposed for a few minutes, by the readiness with which iTeu-
tenant colonel Lee entered into the plan of the deserter, but which,
upon further rellection, he fortunately changed ; and demonstrates
the great caution with which the offer of aid from deserters ought
to be received ; especially when coming from a besieged fortress

on the point of surrender, and in the care of an experienced and
sagacious soldier. The request of Browne was granted, and the
sergeant with joy rejoined his commander. As soon as the capitu-
lation was signed, preparations for decamping were begun, and early
the next morning, the baggage of the corps under Lee was trans-
ported across the Savannah

; about noon, the infantry followed
;

and in the evening of the Gth, Lee joined with his cavalry
;
pro-

ceeding with expedition to Ninety Six, in obedience to orders from
general Greene. Brigadier Pickens remained at Augusta until con-
veyance for the stores taken there and at fort Galphin could be
provided ; which being accomplished in a few days, he also marched
for headquarters. Without delay, at'ter the British garrison had
laid down their arms, Pickens and Lee despatched intelligence of
the event to Greene ; who announcing the success in general or-

ders, was p!ea<ied to express to the two commandants, and their

respective corps, the high sense he entertained of their merit and
service, with his thanks for the zeal and vigour exhibited in the exe-
cution of the duty a.^signed to them. Lee pressing lorward with

despatch, reached Ninety Six on the forenoon of the 8th. 1\vo
routes led south of the enemy to the American headquarters, which
had been established on the enemy's right. The oflicer despatched
with the garrison of fort Cornwallis in his charge, mistaking the

intended course, took the road nearest (o the town, wi;ich brought

his troops under command of (he enemy's batteries for a small dis-

tance. Believing tiiat the exhibition was designed with a view to

insult the feelings of the garrison, lieutenant colonel Crnger gave
orders for the contiguous batteries to o{)en upon this corps, not-

withstanding it enveloped his t'ellow soldiers taken at Atigusta, and
was very near chastising the supposed bravado, u !>ich in fact was
only the error of the conducting otTicer. Luckily no injury was
sustained ; but the otlicer was very severely reprimanded by lieu-

tenant colonel Lee, for the danger to which his inadvertance had

<^xposed the corps.
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General Greene had exerted himself, with unrennitting industry,

to complete the works against the star redoubt ; to which single

object colonel Kosciusko directed all his efforts. The enemy's

lefi had been entirely neglpcted, although in that quarter was pro-

cured the chief supply of water.* As soon as the corps of Lee en-

tered camp, that officer was directed to take post opposite to the

enemy's left, and to commence regular approaches against the stock-

ade Very soon Lee pushed hisdilch to the ground designau^d for

the erection of the battery, under the cover of which the subse-

quent approaches would be made. In the course of the next day

this battery was erected, and lieutenant Finn, with a six pounder,

took possession of it. The besiegers advancing closer and closer,

with caution and safety, both on the right and left, lieutenant colo-

nel Cruger foresaw bis inevitable destruction, unless averted by the

approach of lord Ravvdon. To give time for the desired event, he

determined, by nocturnal sallies, to attempt to carry our trenches
;

«nd to destroy with the spade whatever he might gain by the bayo-

net. These rencontres were fierce and frequent, directed some-

times upon one quarter and sometimes upon another : but so judi-

cious had been the arrangements of the American general to coun-

teract these expected attempts, that in no one instance did the Bri-

tish commandant succeed. The mode adopted was nevertheless

pursued without intermission ; and although failing to effect the chief

object contemplated, became extremely harassing to the American

army^—whose repose during the night was incessantly disturbed,

and whose labour in the day was as incessantly pressed. Ignorant

of the situation and prospects of the British general as lieutenant

colonel Cruger continued to be, he nevertheless indulged the con-

fidence, that every effort would be made for his relief, and perse-

vered with firmness and vigour in his defence. As soon as the se-

cond parallel was finished, general Greene directed colonel Wil-

liams, adjutant general, to summon the British commandant ; stating

to him his relative situition, and assuring him that perseverance in

resistance would be vain, and might produce disagreeable conse-

quences to himself and garrison, Cruger returned, by his adju-

tant, a vt^rbal answer ; declaring his determination to hold out to

the last extremity, and his perfect disregard of general Greene's

promises or threats. Failing in this attempt, our batteries opened
from the second parallel, under cover of which Kosciusko pressed

forward his approach with indefatigalile labour.

Lord Rawdon heard, with deep regret, the loss of Augusta, and
was not insensible to the danger which threatened Nint-ty-Six ; but

destitute of the means to furnish immediate relief, he was obliged

* Kosciusko was extremely amiable, anrf, I believe, a truly good man, nor

was he ri.'ficipiit in his professional knowledge ; but he was very moderate in

talent,—not a spark of the ethcrial in his composition. His blunders lost us

Ninety.Six ; and general Greene, much as he was beloved and respected, did

not escape criticism, for permitting his engineer to direct the manner of ap-
pro'.ich. It was said, and with some justice too, that the general ought certainly to

have listened to his opinion ; but never ought to have permitted the pursuit of
error, although supported by professional authority.
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to Rrm himsielf with patience, anxiously hoping that every southern
gale would waft to him the long expected reintbrcenient.

On the 3d of June ihis event took place, and his lordship instantly

prepared to take the tield. On the 7th he set out from Charleston
for the relief of Ninety -Six, with a portion of the three regimnits
just arrived fiom Ireland, and was joined on his route by the troops
frcm Monk's Corner, givmg him a total of two thousand men. All

hisi endeavours to transmit information to Cruger having failed, his

lordship apprehended, that, pressed by the difficulties to which
that officer must be reduced, and despairing of succour, he might be
induced to surrender, with a view to obtain favourable conditions for

his garrison ; to stop vvhich, he renewed his etforts to advise him
of tjie propitious change of his condition, and his consequent advance
for his relief.

Greene was informed by Sumter, on the llih,ofthe arrival from
Ireland, and of the measures immediately taken by Kawdon to re-

sume offensive operations. Directing Sumter to keep in his lord-

ship's front, he reinforced him with all his cavalry, conducted by
lieutenant colonel Washington ; urging ^c brigadier to exert every
mean*! in his power to delay the advance of the British arm)". Ma-
rion was also ordered to hasten from the lower country, as soon as

he should discover the intention of Rawdon to move upon Greene
;

and brigadier Pickens, just joined from Augusta, was detached to

Sumter.
Our approaches continued to be pushed with unabated diligence,

in the hope that they might be brought to maturity in time to en-
force the submission of the garrison, before the British general
could make good his long march.
We now began to deplore the early inattention of the chief engi-

neer to the enemy's left
;
persuaded that had he been deprived of the

use of the rivulet in the beginning of the sieg\ he must have been
forced to surrender before the present hour. It was deemed prac-
ticable to set tire to the stockade fort, and thus to demolish the
water defence on the left of the rivulet. In the succeeding day, a
dark violent storm came on from the west, without rain. Lieuten-
ant colonel Lee proposed to general Greene to permit him to make
the attempt. This being granted, a sergeant with nine privates of
the legion infantry, furnished with combustibh' matter, was directed
to approach the stockade in the most concealed direction, under
cover of tlie storm, while the batteries in every quarter opened upon
the enemy, and detnonsirations of striking at the star redoubt were
made, with the expectation of diverting his attention fiom the intre-

pid party, which, with alacrity, undertook the hazardous enterprise.

The sergeant conducted his gallant band in the best manner
; con-

cealing it whenever the ground permitted, and when exposed to

view crawling along upon the belly. At length he reached the ditch

with three others ; the whole close behind. Here unluckily he
was discovered, while in the act of applying his fire. Himself and
five were killed ; the remaining four escaped unhurt, although
rpany muskets were discharged at them running through the field,
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before they got beyond the nearest rise of ground which eould covt:r

tbein frt)in danger. After tliis disappointment, nothing rein;uned

but to force our works to niaturity, and to retard the advance of the

British army. In the evening, a countryman was seen riding along

our lines south of the town, conversing familiarly with the officers

and soldiers on duty. Fie was not regarded, as from the beginning

of the siege our friends in the country were in the habit of visiting

camp, and were permitted to go wherever their curiosity led them,

one of whom this man was presumed to be. At length he reached

the great road leading directly to the town, in which quarter were

only some batteries thrown up for the protection of the guards.

Putting spur to his horse, he rushed with full speed into town, re-

ceiving the inefl'e.ctual lire of our sentinels and guards nearest to

him, and holding up a letter in his hand as soon as he cleared him-

self of our hre. The propitious bignal gave joy to the garrison,

who running to meet their friend, opened the gate, welcoming his

arrival with loud expressions of joy. He was the bearer of a des-

patch from Rawdon to Cruger, communicating his arrival at Orange-

burph in adequate force, and informing him that he was hastening to

his relief. This intelligence infused new vigour into the garrison.

It also inspired the besieger with additional motives to push to

f.onclusion his preparations, as he now yielded up every hope here-

tofore derived from Cruger's ignorance of the movement of the

British general, and the forwardness of our works. iMajor Greene,

who commanded in the star with great ability, finding that our third

parallel was nearly finished, and that a Maham tower was erecting

which would overlook his parapet, very judiciously covered it with

sand-bags, to lessen tb.e capacity derived from superior height,

leaving between each bag an aperture for the use of his riflemen.

Nor were the approaches on the lefi le-s forward than those on the

ri"-ht ; they not only were diiected against the stockade, but also

were carried so near the rivulet, as to render supplies of water diffi-

cult and precarious. The fire during the 17tl) was so effectual, as

to induce the enemy to withdraw his guards established between

the rivulet and the stockade; and parties of the troops on the left

were posted in various points, to annoy the communication with the

rivulet. These arrangements succeeded throughout the day com-

pletely, and the enemy suffered greatly from this privation, though

accomplished too late to produce material advantage. Rawdon
continued to advance by forced marches., and inclining to his right,

made a vigorous push to throw himself between Sumter and Greene.

In this efl'ort he complotoly succeodod, and thus baffled all the

measures adopted by Greene to delay his approach. It now became

necessary to hazard an a-sault, to meet Rawdon, or to retire. The
American general was disposed to immitate Caesar at Alesia ; first to

beat the relieving army, and then to t.d^e the besieged town. But

his regular force did but little exceed the half of that under Rawdon,

which added to his militia, consisting of the corps of Sumter, Marion

and ricktns, still left him iiumerically infeiior to the I'.ritish gene-

ral. Ncvcilhelcss coiifidiiig in bis kno^vn superiority of cavalry,
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he would have given battle to his lordship, could he have left an

adequate corps to attend to the garrison. Compelled to relinquish

this plan, he determined to storm the fort, although his works were

yet unfinished. On our left, our third parallel was completed, two

trenches and a mine were nearly let into the enemy'3 ditch, and the

Maham tower was finished.

On our ri5ht,the trenches were within twenty yards of his ditch

and the battery directed by lieutenant Finn, gave to the assailant

in this quarter, advantages which, well supported, ensured success

Greene, anxiously as he desired to conclude his severe toils in tri

umph, was averse to the unequal contest to which he must necessa'

rily expose his faithful troops, and would probably have decided on

the sate course, had not his soldiers, with one voice, intreated to be

led against the fort. The American army having witnessed the un-

conquerable spirit which actuated their general, as well as the un-

expected results of former battles, could not brook the idea of

abandoning the siege, without one bold attempt to force a surrender.

They recollected, with pain and remorse, that by the misbehaviour

of one regiment at the battle of Guilford, and of another at Hob-
kick's hill, their beloved general had been deprived of his merited

laurels ; and they supplicated their olficers to intreat their comman-
der to give them now an opportunity of obliterating their former

disgrace. This generous ardour could not be resisted by Greene.

Orders were issued to prepare for storming ; and the hour of

twelve on the next day HSlh June) was appointed for the assailing

columns to advauce by signal from the centre battery.

Lieutenant colonel Campbell, of the tirst Virginia regiment, with

a detachment from the Maryland and Virginia brigades, was charged

with the attack on the left ; and lieutenant colonel Lee, with the

legion infantry and Kirkwood's Delawarcs, with that on the right.

Lieutenants Duval of Maryland, and Seldon of Virginia, commanded
the forlorn hope of Campbell; and captain Rudolph, of the legion,

that of Lee. Fascines were prepared to fill up the enemy's ditch,

long poles with iron hooks were furnished to pull down the sand-

hags, with every other requisite to facilitate the progress of the

assailant. At eleven the third parallel was manned, and our sharp

shooters took their station in the tower. The tirst signal was an-

nounced from the centre battary, upon which the assailing columns

entered the trenches ; manifesling delight in the expectation of car-

rying by their courage the great prize in view.

At the second cannon, which was discharged at the hour of twelve,

Campbell and Lee rushed to the assault. Cruger, always prepared,

received them with his acciistoraed firmness. The parapets were
manned with spike and bayonet, and the riflemen, fixed at the

sand bag apertures, maintained a steady and destructive fire. Du-
val and Seldon entered the enemy's ditch at different po-'nts, and

Campbell stood prepared to support them, in the rear of ihe party

furnished with hooks to pull down the sand bags. This party had

also entered the enemy's ditch, and began to apply the hook. Un-
covering the parapet now would have given us victory : and such
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wa« the vig;orous support afforded by the musketry from the third

parallel, from the litlemen in the tower, and from the artillery

mounted in battery, that sanguine expectations of this happy issue

were universally indul<i;ed. The moment the bags in front were

pulled down, Campbell would have mounted the parapet, where

the struggle could not have l^een long maintained. Cruger had pre-

pared an intermediate battery with his tlir<^e pieces, which he occa-

sionally applied to right and left. At first it vva« directed agiinst

Lee's left, but very soon every piece wa- applied upon Campbell's

right, which was very injurious to his column

Major Green, commanding in the star redoubt, sensible of the

danger to which ho was exposed, if the attempted lodgment upon

his front curtain succeeded, determined to try the boyonet in his

ditch as well as on his paraprt. To captains Campbell and French

was committed this bold effort. Entering inlo the ditch through a

sally-port in the rear of tiie star, they took opposite directions, and

soon came in contact, the one with Duval, the other with SeHon.

Here ensued a desperate conflict The .Americans, not only light-

ing with the enemy in front but with the enemy overhead, sus-

tained gallantly the unequal contest, until Duval and Seldon became

disabled by wounds, when they yielded, and were driven back with

»reat loss to the point of entry. The few surviving escaped with

the bookmen to our trenches, where yet remained Campbell the

sand-bags not being removed. On the left, the issue was very dif-

ferent. Rudolph gained the enemy's ditch, and followed by the

column, soon opened his way into the fort, from which thp enemy,

wiving their last tire, precipitately retreated, .pleasures were in

Train on the part of Lee, to follow up his blow by passing the rivu-

let, entering the town, and forcing the fortified prison, whence the

left might have yielded substantial aid to the attack upon the star, by

corapetling Cruger to struggle for the town, or forcing him with all

his troops to take refuge in the star ; a situation not long to be held,

crowded as he must have been, and destitute of water The ad-

verse fortune experienced by our left column, made the mind of

Greene return to his cardinal policy, the preservation of adequate

force to keep the field.

Charmed with the courage displayed in his view, and regretting

its disadvantageous application, he sent orders to Campbell to draw-

off, and to Lee to desist from further advance, but to hold the

stockade abandoned by the enemy.

Our loss amounted, during the siege, to one hundred and eighty-

five killed and wounded ; that of the garrison to eighty-five. Cap-

tain Armstrong, of the Maryland line, was the only officer killed

on our side, as was lieutenant Roney the only one on theirs. After

our repulse, Greene sent a flag to lieutenant colonel Cruger, pro-

posing a cessation of hostilities for the purpose of burying the dead
;

but as^to the burial of the dead the proposition was rejected, Cru-

ger not choosing to admit our participation in a ceremonial which

custom had appropriated to the victor.

As soon as it was dark, the detachment was withdrawD from the

Stockade, and preparations were begun for retreat.
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On the 19th, Greene communicated to S.imter the event of the
preceding day, ijdvised hini of" the route of retreat, ;irid ordered ilie

corps in his front, with ihe cuvalry under VV;i<iiinijtun, to join hun
With celerity. Taking leave of Airs. Cruger and Mrs. Green, and
leaving for the protection of the ladies the u?ual guard,* until col.

Cruger should be advised of his retreat, and take his ate.isuies for

their security, the American general withdrew, having two days
before sent torward his sick and wounded During the preceding
night, gloom and silence pervaded the American camjj : every one
disappointed—every one mortified. Three days more, and Ninety-
Six must have fallen ; hut this short sp.ice was unattainable. Kaw-
don had approached our vicinity vvith a force not to be resisted,

and it only remained to hold the army safe, by resuming tliat system
which adverse fortune had rendered familiar to us. Greene alone

preserved his equanimity ; and, highly pleased by the unshaken
courage displayed in the assault, announced iii^ grateful sense of

the conduct of the troops, as well during the siege as in the attack
;

presaging from ttie past, the happiest result whenever an opportu-

nity sliould he presented of contending with the enemy u{>on equal

term.-—to the attainment of ivhich his best exertions would he in-

variably directed, relying, as he did, upon the same dauntless spirit

recently exluhited. Conscious as tiie army was of having done its

duly, it derived consolation from this exiiilarating address, and bury-

ing in oblivion tlie grating repulse, looked forward with the anlici-

paiion of soon displaying their courage in a decisive battle.

General Gi'fene, moving with cel<>rity, gained ihe Siduda, where
he was joined by his cavalry. Forming a rear guard of his horse,

the legion infantry and Kirkwood's Delawares, he continued his

retreat towards Charlotte in North Carolina, and passed successively

the Enoree, the Tiger and Broad rivers, his siok and wounded con-

tinuing to precede him.

It) the morning of (he 21st, the British army reached Ninety-six,

having for fourtien days been incessantly pressing forward by forced

marches ; exposed not only to the privations inseparable from rapid

movement through an exhausted country, but also to the southern

sun, in the sultry season debiiitaMng and destrucsive.

Here followed a delightful scene, and one which soldiers only

can enjoy. The relieving army was welcomed with the fulness of

gratitude due to its exertions ;uid their effect. Kesponsive to this

was the hearty applause bestowed on the garrison, equally merited

* When general Greene approached Ninety Six, he found the larlies of lieu-

tenant colonel Cruger and major Green in ajarnihouse iu the neighbourhood.

The American general tranquillized the fear's of the ladies, and as they pre-

ferred continuing where they were, he not only indulged them, but placed a

guard at the house for their protertiou. The guard was lelt until lieutenant

colonel Cruger was apprised of our departure, when he sent tlie guard with hrs

passport to rejoin our atmy. Some hours after Greene had withdrawn, one of

our lia,lit parties, absent some days, returned, and passing by the farmhouse,

was ^oing directly to our late camp before Nmety-Six, when .Vl> s. Cruger send-

ing for the officer, communicated what had happened, and instructed him to over-

take the retiring general,

33
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by the courage and lirmness displayed throughout the late trying

peiiod. Officer embracing officer, and soldiers mingling with sol-

diers, gave themselves ii|i to those gratulations resulting from the

happy conclusion of their mutual toils and mutur.l perils. This
pleasing scene lasted only a few hours ; for Rawdon, not satisfied

with the relief of Ninety-Six, flattered himself with addmg to the

triumph already gamed, by destroying or dispersing the army of

Greene, llavmg replaced his iatigued and sick with a part of the

force under Cruger, notwithstanding his long march, notwithetand-

ing the sultry season, he moved in the evening in pursuit of Greene.
Passing the Saluda he pressed forwiird to the Enoree, on the

south side of which his van came up with the American rear under
Washington and Lee. Although his lordship had, during his repose

in the lower country, contrivtni to strengthen himself by a newly
raised corps ot horse under major Coffin,* he did not derive, in

this excursion, any material good from this accession of force. No
attempt was hazarded against the American rear, which, conscious

of us superior cavalry, retired slowly, always keeping the British

vail in view. While at the Enoree, lord Rawdon acquired infor-

mation which convinced him of the impracticability of accomplish-

ing his enterprise, and induced him to spare his harassed troops

uiHiccess try incre.^se of fatigue. Halting here for the night, the

Biiiish general retraced his steps next morning to Ninety Six. This
beiijg made known to Greene, he directed lieutenant colonel Lee
witn tits corps to fullow ihe enemy, for the purpose of obtaining

and communicating intelligence. After reaching Ninety Six, Raw-
don prepared to evacuate the post ; and having entered into arrange-

ments With the loyalists of that district for the removal of them-
selves and families into the lines in'endcd to be retained, he adopt-

ed a plan of retreat calculated to secure the undisturbed execution

of his views. Despatching orders to lieutenant colonel Stewart to

advance with his regiment from Charleston, (and to take in his

charge a convoy destined for the army) fo Friday's ferry, on the

Coogaiee, his lordship, leaving at Ninety Six the major part of his

force, took with the residue the direct road for the concerted point

of junction.

Cruger was ordered to hasten the preparations necessary for the

removal of the loyalists, then to abandon the theatre of his glory,

and by taking a route considerably to his lordship's right, to inter-

pose the river Edisto between himself and his enemy, moving down
its southern banks to Orangeliurgh, where the road from Friday's

ferry to Cliarleston crossed that liver. This disposition was ad-

vantageous to the column of Cruger, which was the most vulnera-

ble, being heavily encumbered with property of the loyalists, as

well as with public stores. But it would not have availed, had not

the distance from Cruger been too great for Greene to oveitake

* The corps was badly niounte'l—small meai^re horses being the only sort

procuriible. The best officers and ihe best ruler?, thus nioutited| cannot Stand

tolerable cavalry, much less such as thcr) composed our rear.
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him, without much good fortune, before he should place himself

behind the Edisto ; af er which, the course of Cruger's route would

expo«e Greene to the sudden and co oper;itive attack of Ravvdon

and lieutenant colonel Stewart, When the determination of the

British general to abandon Ninety-Six, and with it ail the upper

country yet held by him, was communicated to Greene, he imme-

diately drew near to the enemy, in order to seize any advantage

wh,ich might present itself; previously directmg his hospital and

heavy baggage at VVinnsborough to be removed to Camden. As

soon as the preparations for the evacuation of Ninety-Six and the

removal of the loyalists had adv meed to their desired maturity,

Ravvdon separated himsielf from CrUi^er, and marched to Friday's

ferry ; inviting, in appearance, the American general to strike

Cruger.
For the reasons before assigned, this course of operations was

avoided, and general Greene determined to pursue Rawdon ; and

in this decision he was confirmed by the information derived from

an intercepted letter from lieutenant colonel Balfour, the command-
ant of Charleston, to loril Rawdon, stating the reasons which pro-

duced the recall of Stewart with his corps, after he had commenced
his march towards Friday's ferry, in pursuance of orders from Corn-

wallis. Lee was accordingly directed to continue close to the British

army, and to gain its front upon reaching Friday's ferry, where he

would find Sumter and Marion, ordered to fake the same position,

with the confident expectation that, by th^ir united exertions, the

advance of lord Riiwdon, (uninformed of Stewart's recall,) should he

quit his position on the Congaree, might be retarded until Greene
could come up with him. Obeying this order, lieutenant colonel

Lee continued on the left flank and rear of the retiring army ; when
finding that his lordship had halted at Friday's ferry, he prepared

in the course of the night to pass from the left to the right ilank of

the enemy, the Congaree river rendering this change in direction

indispensable ; as olherwit^e the enemy's front could not be gained,

who was on the south of that river, and Lee's position to the rear

of the British b^ing on its north. Well apprized, from his knowl-

edge of the adjacent country acquired when before fort Granby,

July that only the rich settlement south of Friday's ferry could

8th. afford sufficient forage for the British army, Lee determined

to avail himself of the probable chance to strike the enemy, which

would be presented the ensuing morning by the British foragers.

In the evening he directed captain Eggleslon, of the cavalry, to

proceed with thirty dragoons along the enemy's right, and taking

with him Armstrong, previously despatched in that quarter with a

reconnoitring party, to make in the course of the night a proper

disposition of his force f)r the contemplated purpose Eggleston

immediately joined Armstrong, and repaired to the expected thea-

tre of action, placing himself in a secret and convenient position.

Soon after day-light, the next morning, a foraging party, consisting

of fifty or sixty dragoons and seme wagons, were discovered ap-

proaching the very farm to which Eggleston had directed his atten-
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tion. As soon as the vviijons ami escort had advanced within reach

of E;.rgleston, he rushed upon the ciiciny, broke up the foia^^ers,

routed the party, and brought oft' forty live dragoons prisoners.

This handsomely executed stroke was the more agreeable, as Eg-

gleston, by hisjudicious position and rapid charge, contrived to ac-

comphsli his object without any loss. General Greene compliment-

ed the capl.iin and p.irty in i^eneral orders ; and the legion horse

derived credit with the enemy, very fl-itlering to its reputation,

from the brilliant success of this detachment.

Tlie prisoners being despatched to head quarters, lieutenant col-

onel Lee pursued his route to the enemy's front, which passed over

a difficult detile in a line with the British camp. The infantry,

precedmg the cavalry, was directed to pass the defile, and to occupy

tlie heights on the left to cover the horse, whose passage was te-

dious, they being compelled to move in single fde. The course

taken by Lee w-\s too near the enemy, and his cavalry must have

sutr<^red considerably had Rawdon been apprized of his movement

and of the difficulty of the detile in his route. When the troops ia

the centre liad entered the defile, we were alarmed by beatmg to

arms in the camp of the infantry, which was soon lollowed by their

forming in line of battle.

This nnex[)ected event was felt by all, but most by the amiable

surgeon* of the infantry, who was at that moment leading his

horse through the defile. Nut doubting but that battle must in-

stantly take place, and l^olieving the vviser course was to avoid it,

the surgeon turned his hor-e with a view of getting (as he believed)

out of danger ; never rejecting in his panic that the passage did

not admit the turning of a horse. Ductile to the force of the bridle,

the horse attempted to turn about, but was brought upon his head

athwart the narrow passage, from which position he could not pos-

sibly extricate himself The troop, which had passed the defile,

instantly galloped up the hill and arrayed with the infantry, while

the remaining two troops were arrested by the panic of an individual.

Eggleston, who commanded the troop so unhappily situated, dis-

mounting several of his strongest dragoons, pulled the horse back

'Alexander Skinner was a native of Maryland. He was virtuous and sen-

sible ; full of original luimour of a peculiar cast ; and eccentric in mind and man-
ners. In person and in love of good cheer, as well as in dire objection to the field

of battle, he resembled with wonderful similitude Shakspeare's Falstaff. Yet
Skinner had no hesitation in fighting duels, and iiad killed his man. J'hprefore

when urged by his friends why he, who w>uld, when called upon by feelings of

honour to risk his life in single combat, advance to the arena with alaciity,

should abhor so dreadfully the field of battle,—he uniformly in substance an-
swered, that he considered it very arrogant in a surgeon (whose province it was
to take care of the sick and wounded) to be aping the deineanoK and duly of a
commissioned officer, whose business was to fi:;lit : an arrogance which he cor-

dially conteiiiiied, and which he should never commit. Moreover, he would
add, tliat he was not more indisposed to die than other gentlemen ; but that he
had an utter aversion to the noise and turmoil of battle, h stunned and stupi-
fied him. However, when Congress should think proper to honour him with a
commission, he would convince all doubters that he was not afraid to push the
bayonet.
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again lengthwa^'s of the defile. He had then space to use his limbu,

and soon stood upon his feet, and our deranged and distressed cavalry
were enable;! to p^ss the defile. This at.cident interrupted the
progress of the horse for ten minutes,—ample time for their de-
slruciion, had the enemy been at hand. It turned out that captain

Handy, the orficer of the day, deviating a little from his course in

visiting the sentinels, was seized by a snrall patrole of the enemy,
and carried off out of musket fire ; there he was stripped of his

watch Hid money, and left upon condition of not stirring until his

captors should reach a designated point in view, when he was per-

mitted to return to his corps. It was his return which produced
that sudden change upon the hill, which as suddenly alarmed our
surgeon, and led to the described occurrence in the defile. The
remainder of the cavalry hurried, as they passed, to join their

friends ; and lit-utenant colonel Lee with the last troop at length

got over. Fiiidingno enemy, as, from what had passed, was strongly

apprehended, the agitating scene concluded with continuance of

the march, after some humorous animadversions on the surprised

captain and the American Falstaff. Moving in silence, and with

much caution, at length the legion reached uiidisturbrd the enemy's

front. Here it turned towards the British camp, and Rudolph with

the infantry drove in the piquets at the bridge over the water course

which had just been passed.

Having destroyed the bridge, and posting guards along the water

course to the river, Lee encamped one mile in the enemy's front,

expecting hourly to hear of the advance of the corps under Sumter

and Marion.

Lord Rawdon was not inattentive to the changing condition of

affairs. The daring measures executed in his view was truly in-

terpreted. Not joined by Stewart, and unacquainted with the cause

of his delay, he determined not to risk the approach of Greene.

He accordingly put his army in motion, and despatched his light

troops to the river shore, where the creek in his front emptied into

the river, and where the meeting of the waters formed a bar. As

soon as the light troops made good their pa?fagc, the American

guards were driven in and the bridge replaced, over which the

main body and baggage of the enemy proceeded, forcing Lee before

them.
The whole evening was spent in rapid movement ; the corps

of Lee falling back upon Beaver creek, in the confiilent expectation

of being immediately joined by Sumter, Marion, and Washington,

when a serious combined effort would have been made to stop the

progress of the enemy. In this expectation, founded on Greene's

despatch, Lee was disappointed : neither Sumter, Marion, nor

Washington appeared, nor was any communication received from

either. Lieutenant colonel Lee, not doubling that the wished for

junction would be effected the next morning, determined, if j)racti-

cable, to establish his night quarters near Beaver creek, on the

south side of which the road by the Esitaws and Motte's post from

Charleston intersected that from Charleston, by the way of Orange-
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bursh. 1''>'s spo^ ""' g''^^ advantages favourable to that eflort

which it was presumed would follow the union of the three corps.

Rawdon, still uninformed as to Stewart, an<l feeling hi- own infe-

riority, persevered in his determination to avoid an\ «^xpo-ure ; not

doubting that the American general was pressing fbivvani to bring

him to action before he could be reinforced. He contmued to ad-

vance until nine p. m , when he halted for the nii^ht : Lee, moving a

few miles in his front, took up also his night position. With ihe

dawn of d,iy the British van appeared, and the corp* of Lee retired.

Repeating their rapid movement this day, this day passed like the

preceding, till at length the American corps reached Beaver creek,

and took post behind it

Not yet had any intelligence been received of or from the militia

corps ; and here was the last point where the junction was practi-

cable, as Sumter and Marion were in the eastern country, to Lee's

left, and would advance on (he road from Motte's post, which here

fell' into that going lo Orangeburgh. Lord Rawdon upon reaching

the creek hastened over ; and lieutenant colonel Lee, finding his

expectation illusive, turned to his left, proceeding down the Con-

garee ;
yielding up any further struggle to hold the enemy's front.

The British general advanced along the Orangeburgh road, and

halted at this small village, where he was joined on the next day by

lieutenant colonel Stewart with the regiment of Buffs and convoy.

Informed of the march of Stewart from Charle-^ton with the convoy,

Greene ordered Marion and Washington to make an attempt upon

this officer, encumbered as he was ; not doubtirtg that this service

could be performed in time to unite with Lee. Stewart's march was

very slow, which, consuming more time than wa? expected, pre-

vented Marion and Washington from reaching Lee before his pas-

sa"-e of Beaver creek. Marion did not succeed against Stewart.

Colonel Horry, one of his officers, cut off a few wagons ; the only

advantao-e gained by the American corps. On the succeeding day

Sumter, Marion and Washington joined Lee, when the united corps

advanced under Sumter a few miles towards Orangeburgh, conve-

nient to the route of the American army. General Greene, on the

subsequent day, passed Beaver creek ; and, encamping contiguous

to the van troops, put himself at the head of his cavalry, commanded

by Washington and Lee, accompanied by his principal officers, for

the purpose of examining the enemy's position, with a view offorc-

ino' it if possible. The reconnoissance was made with great attention,

and close to the enemy : for being comparatively destitute of ca-

valry, lord Rawdon had no means to interrupt it. After spending

several hours in examining the British position, general Greene de-

cided ao-ninst hazarding an assault. The force of the enemy was

about sixteen hundred, infantry and artillery, without horse :

Greene's army, comprehending every sort, was rated at two thou-

sand, of which near a moiety was militia. Cruger had not joined,

beino' engaged in his march, and in depositing his loyalist in their

new homes ; but he was daily expected, and would add at least

fourteen hundred infantry and some few dragoons to the British
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force. If, therefore, any attempt was to be made against Rawdon,
delay became inadmissible. Some of the officers attending upon
Greene, and in whose opinions he properly confided, did not con-
sider the ob«tacles to assault so serious ; and beheved that it was
necessary to strike the enemy, in order to induce him to relinquish
his design of establishing a post at Orangeburgh, with the view of
holding all the country south of the Edi«to and west of the Santee.

But the majority concurred with the general, and the contem-
plated attack was abandoned.* Two powerful reasons led to this de-
cision. One, that the British general was not only in a strong position,

but that he had secured his retreat across the Edisto, by occupying
with musketry a large brick prison and several other houses com-

*" Extract of a letter, dated \6th July, 1781, cavip High Hills. Santee, from
adjutant general fVilliams to major Pendleton^ aid de-camp to general Greene.

" Dear Pendleton,

" After you left iis at Ninety-Six we were obliged to retrogade as far as the
cross-roads above Winnsborough. Lord Rawdon's return over Saluda induced
tile general to lialt tiie army, and wait for intelligence respecting his furtlicr

manojuvres, and hearing a few days after that his lordship was on his inarch to
fort Granby, our army was ordered to march towards that place by way of
Winnsboroua,h. Before we could arrive at Congaree, lord Rawdon retired to
Orangeburgh

,
and as lie had left a considerable part of his army at Ninety-Six,

general Greene detached the cavalry and light infantry to join general Marion,
and endeavour to intercept colonel Stewart, who was on his niarch from Charles-
ton with the third regiment &c. consisting of about three hundred, convoying
bread, stores, &c., of which lorrt Rawdon's troops were in great want. Stewart
however joined his lordship at Orangeburgh; and general Greene, from the in.

formation he had received, was encouraged to expect success from an attack
upon the British army at that post. Accordingly he collected his troops, and
called together the militia and state troops under generals Sumter and Marion
(general Pickens being left to watch the motions of colonel Cruger). A junction
of the whole formed a very respectable little army, which marched to a small
branch of North Edisto, within four miles of Orangeburgh, where \\e halted,

and lay the 12th instant from about nine o'clock in the morning till six in the

afternoon.
" General Greene reconnoitred tlie position of the enemy, and found it mate-

rially different from what it had been represented. The ground is broken, and
naturally strong, from the court-house (which is two stories high and built of

brick), to a bridge four or five hundred yards distant, the only pass over the

Edisto within atany miles. The general had every reason to believe wiiat he

had soon afterwards confiinied, that colonel Cruger hadevacnated Ninety Six,

and was on his march to join lord Rawdon, which might possibly be done before

we could force his lordship (if he could be forced at all) to a general action,

—

the issue of which was not certain. These considerations induced the general

rather to offer than to give battle The enemy declined the opportunity, and
put up with the insult. General Greene, therefore, ordered our troops to retire in

the afternoon to colonel Middleton's plantation, from whence we have proceeded

by slow easy marches to i.his place, and not without leaving behind sufficient

detachments to intercept their convoys from below, and to create such a diver-

sion at Monk's Corner, Dorchester, &c. as will verj' probably oblige his lordship

to march to their relief. Indeed I am encouraged to hope that the garrison at

Charleston will not be undisturbed. Mischief is meditated against them in

other quarters; and I sanguinely trust the issue of this campaign will perma-
nently fix the exalted idea the world has justly conceived of the eminent abili-

ties of our general, and secure durable advantages to the country."
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manding the river, to the southern banks of which he could re:'dil^

retire uninjured, should he think piopcr to avoid hiilllt- until lien-

tenant colotud Cruger should join. Thus only conid partial ^.ucce^s

be attained, it" any, and that no doubt with severe loss. The ^e -ond,

that the cav.dry, from the nature of the j^rounJ and the disposition

of the enemy, could not be biou;^ht to take its part in the ,i<-,tion ;

an I as ours formed an essential portion of the American army, it

was deemed unwise to seek for battle when deprived of this aid.

It was very desirable to compel the enemy to relinquish his design

of holding the country south of the Edisto, by establishing a post at

Oran^eburgh ; but other means n)ight be resorted to productive of

this end. One very obvious, was adopted by the American general

when about to decamp and which did completely eflect his views.

We had often experienced in the course of the cairipaign want of

food,* and had sometimes seriously suffered from tlie scantiness of

our supplies, rendered more pinching by their quality ; but never

did we suffer so severely as during the few days' hall here. Kice

furnished our substitute for bread, which, although tolerably re-

lished by those familiarized to it from infancy, was \evy disagree-

able to iMarylanders and Virginians, who had grown up in the use

of corn or wheat bread. Of meat we had literally none; for the

few meagre cattle brought to camp as beef would not atford more
than one or two ounces per man. Frogs abounded in some neigh-

bouring ponds, and on them cheifly did the light troops subsist.

They became in great demand from their nutriciousness ; and, after

conquering the existing prejudice, were diligently sought at'ler.

Even the alligator was used by a few ; and, very probably, had the

army been much longer detained upon that ground, might have ri-

valled the frog in the estimation of our epicures.

The heat of the season had become oppressive, and the troops

began to experience its effect in sickness. General Greene deter-

mined to repair to some salubrious and convenient spot to pass the

sultry season ; and having selected the High Hills of Santee, a

place so called from the eminence of its ground, it became very op-

portune, while directing tiis march with the main body to his camp
of repose, to detach his light troops against the British posts in the

vicinity of Charleston, now uncovered by the concentration of all

the enemv's disposable foice in Orangeburgh. When therefore,

he decamped on the 13th of July, he ordered Sumter, Marion

and Lee to move rapidly towards Charleston ; and, alter bre 'k-

ino- up the posts at and about Dorchester, to unite at Monk's Cor-

ner, for the purpose of dislodging the nineteenth regiment stationed

there under lieutenant colonel Coates. This service performed,

their several corps would rendezvous nt t te High Hills of Santee,

for which po?ilion the general now commenced his march.

* Tacitus (cie .Moribus Germaiiorum) observes that thpy had a plentiful table

jnsteatt of pay,— '• Nair. epulae, et quanquam incompti largi tamen apparatus

pro stipi'uflio rerlunl.''' This cannot be said of us in toto. Like the Ger-

mans we had no p.iy ; and instead uf plentiful tables, in lieu of pny^ our

table was not often plentiful, and seldom agreeable.
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The corps took distinct routes, conce tling their march, and pre-

pared to fall at the same moment, in different direction*, upon the

country lying bf tvveen the A-hley and Cooper rivers. The small

post at Dorchester was l»roken up, and some trivial successes gained

by the several corps ; ;imong which tlin most important was achieved

by lieutenant colonfl Hampton, con.mandin;; Sumter's cavalry, who
falling iii with som-' monnied refugees, dispersed the whole body,

and made forty or fifty prisoners A party of the Ipgion hor^e was

pushed below the quarter house in the neck, from the confidence

that in a place so near Charleston an advantageous stroke mmht be

made. But it so happened that on that day none of the usual visits

to the quarter house took place, nor was even a solitary officer

picked up in their customary morning rides.

Sumter hastened towards Monk's Corner, where lay the nine-

teenth regiment—an adequate prize for our previously disappointed

exertions. Marion joined him on the same day, and Lee, having

called in his parties from the neck, followed on the subsequent

morning. This officer expected that general Sumter would have

seized the i)ridge over the Cooper river, near Monk's Corner,

which afforded a direct route to the militiii camp. But lieutenant

colonel Coates had very prudnntly occupied it with a detachment

from his regiment which compelled Lee to lake a very circuitous

route through deep sands, in the heat oi July, to reach Sumter, then

ready to fall upon Coates as soon as he should be joined by Lee.

Late in the evening the desired junction took place, and the next

mornmg Monk's Corner was to have been assaulted. Coates had

three routes of retreat, either of which led directly to Charleston.

Two lay on the east of Cooper river, and one to the west. The
western offered the readiest route ; for by p.issing the bridge in his

possession, he would place Cooper's river on his left, and become
relieved from water obstruction in his whole progress. It was,

hovvfrfver, dermc'd safer to take the l«o routes on the east of the

river ; one of which led over the Cooper, some miles below Monk'a

Corner, intersecting the western route in Charleston neck, and the

other continued on the ea-t of the river, crossing the same river

opposite to the town. The head ivaters of Cooper river make
several branches about Monk's Corner, all havmg bridges over

them. Brigadier 8u ntcr took the precaution to hold by a detach-

ment from his corps the bridge over that water course in the way

of lieutenant colonel Coates, should he take the eastern route, and

calculated that the resistance at that bridg<' would give him time to

come up with the enemy During the night Coates decamped ia

silence, setting fire to the church which had been used as a maga-

zine, tor the purpose of destroying stores which could not be with-

drawn, and which he did not choose to leave for the accommodation

of his enem^. The fire in the course of some hours penetrated

through the roof, and, making then a wide illumination, was descried

from our camp.

No doubt existed but that the British colonel had fired the house,

and of course that he had considerably advanced in his retreat,

34
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hotwithst;in(lin<^ the presumed possession of abritli^e over which he

must p:iss. Tbe troops were called to arms, and with great cele-

rity moved upon Monk's Corner ; where it was discovered that the

enemv, for the purpose of consuming his stores, had burnt the

church, and that he had retreated on the eastern side of the Cooper.

In this direction Sumter pursued, preceded by the legion, which

was supported by the state cavalry under lieutenant colonel Hamp-
ton. To our surprise and mortification, no opposition at the bridge

had taken place ; and indeed our inquiries terminated in the convic-

tion that the detachment destined to occupy that post had abandoned

it a few hours after they had been sent to possess it. Hence arose

our ignorance of Coatcs's movement, which could not have occurred

had the militia party continued at tlieir jiost, and to which ignoraoce

the foe owed his escape Continuing to press the pursuit, the ca-

valry became considerably advanced before the infantry and the

mounted militia under brigadier Marion. When they had reached

the point where the roads separate, the British horse (not more

than a troop) had taken the route nearest to Cooper river. Ex-

pecting that It might be overtaken before it could pass, having only

the ferry-boats for its transportation, a dftachmenl from the militia

was ordered to pursue. But the attempt proved abortive, the

British dragoons having crossed the river some hours before our

detachment reached it.

Lee with the cavalry pursued the main body, and drew near to

it in the m-ighbourhoocl of Quinby bridge, about eighteen miles from

Monk's Corner. It was much wished to come up with Coates be-

fore he crossed that briilge, as it was well known that the stream,

without a circuit, was only passable at the bridge, which it was cer-

tain the enemy would secure or destroy. As soon as the olhcer in

advanre announced view of the enemy, Lee inquired of his guides

the distance from the bridge, and heard with great pleasure that it

was at least three miles in front. The legion cavalry was now di-

rected to take close order .; and captain Eggleston with one troop

was detached in the woods to the left to turn the enemy's right,

while the squadron under Lee, supported by the cavalry under

lieutenant colonel Hampton, advanced along the road directly to-

wards him. These in our view appeared to be Coates's rear guard,

char"-ed with his baffgau:e wagons, and not to exceed one hundred

men, and to be all infantry. Upon the approach of the horse in

two directions, the commanding officer formed in line ; his let't on

the road, and his right in the woods opposite to Eggleston. This

disposition was the very one desired ; as a deep swamp lined the

margin of the road, in which Lee ap})rehended the enemy would

take post to cover the road and wagons. To obviate this appre-

hended measure, formed the principal reason for throwing Eggles-

ton to the left. The instant the enemy had forrnod, the charge

was sounded, and the horse rushed upon them with drawn swords

in full gallop. On onr approach the enemy's order to fire was dis-

tinctly heard from right to left, which not taking place caused some

inquietude, lest it was intentionally reserved to render it more fatal.
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Contrary to exppctation this was not the case. The suppression

of 'heir meditated tire was not a feii.t ; but the line,* territied at the

novel and menacing altitude of the horse close upon ir, hoped to se-

cure their safety by tliis inofTensive conduct; and. witfiout discharg-

ing a single n)usket, threw down their arms and begged (or quarters.

Their supplication was cheerfully granted, and like ourselves they

escaped unhurt. Not doubting but that Quiuby bridge was yet at

least one mile in front, the cavalry were brought lo order, and,

leaving the captured rear in care of a few of the militia horse, has-

tened to strike the last blow

They had not proceed,^d far when a courier was despatched to

lieutenant colonel Lee witii information that captain Campbell had

ordered his men to resume their arms, and this recalled Lee for a

few minutes.

At this instant Armstrong with the leading section came in sight

of Coates, who, having passed the bridi;e, was careles.^ly reposing,

expecting his rear gu ird—having determined to destroy the bridge

as soon as his rear and baggage should liave passed it. With this

vi«:w the planks were aio-lly raised from the sleepers, lying on them
loosely, ready to be thrown into the stream when the rear should

get over. Seeing the enemy, with the bridge interposed, which he
knevv lo be contrary to his commandant's expectation, this gallant

ofTirer drew up, and sent back lor orders—never communicaiing

the unexpected fict that the bridge intervened. Lee, sending his

adjutant to the captain, warmly reminded him of the order of the

d.ty, which was to fall upon the (be without respect to consequences.

Stung with this answer, the brave Armstrong put sjmr to his horse

at the head of his se'lion, and threw himself over the bridge upon
the guard stationed there with a howitzer. So sudden was this

charge that he drove all bef)re him—the soldiers abandoning

their piece. Some of the loose planks were dashed off hy Arm-
strong's section, which, forming a chasm in the bridge, present-

ed A dangerous obstacle. Nevertheless the second section, headed

by lieutenant Carrington, took the leap and closed with Armstrong,

then engaged in a personal combat with lieutenant colonel Coates,

who, placing himself on the side of a vva^on which with a few others

had kept up with the main body, effectually parried the many sabre

strokes :iimed at his head. Most of hi- soldiers, apjulled at the sud-

den and daring attack, had abandoned their colonel, and were running

through the tield, some with, some without arms, lo take shelter in

the tarm house.

Lee now got up to the bridge, where captain O'Neal with 'ho

third section had halted ; and seeing the howitzer in our posses ion,

•The nineteenth regiment, of which this detachment was a part, was one of

the three lately anived from Ireland, and had not seen service. It is probable

such submission would not have ensued had the troops been veteran. Genernl-

ly speaking, infantry, unless surpassing greatly in number, or aided by the

ground, will fall when vigorously charged by horse. If they discharge in toto,

they are gone. Holding up the front file fire v^ith charged bayonets, and pour^

ing in the reai fire, best aids their chance of success.
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and the whole reftimf-nt flying in confusion, (except the lieutenant

colonel, who, with a few, mostly officers, were liefending ihemselves

wilh their swords, and i:alling npon their «oUli<rs for as*»?(an e,)

he used evt-ry effort to recover and replace the planks. Ti)e <;ap

having been <?nlarged hy Carrington's section tlirowing off more

pj inks, O Neal's horses would not lake the leap ; and tlie creek

was deep in water and deeper in mud, so (hat the dragoons, who
had dismounted for the purpose of gfttin^ the [)Iank, could not, even
though chngmg to the studs of the bridge, stop from -iiikms:—there

being no foothold to stiind upon ; nor was it possible to tjmi any tirm

spot from whence to swim the horses across. !n this perpk-xing

condition the victory gained by the gall lutry of one troop of dra-

goons was wrested from them, when to complete it only a passage

across ttie creek, not twenty yards wide, was wanting. Discerning

the hah of the horse, the enemy took courage, and the bravest of the

soldiers hastt^nini; l>ack to th.Mr leadiM' soon relieved him Arm-
strong and Carringlon, rompelied to abmdon the unequal contest,

forced their (vny down the great road, luniinginto the woods up the

stream to rejoin the corps. Lf-e continued strugi^iing to leplace

the planks, until Coates (relieved from Armstrong) repaired with

the few around him to defend the bridge, where remained his de-

serted howitzer. Having only sibres to oppose to the ent^my's fire,

am! thosf sabres withheld from contact by the interposing cha>m,

Lee was foiced to draw off from the vain contest, after several of

his dragoons had been wounded, among whom was doctor li vm,
surgeon <if the legion cavalry.*

As soon as he h.id re.iched the enemy, Lee de-^patched the intelli-

gence to brigadier Marion, and to the legion infantry, urging their

approach ; and now foiled at the biidge, he communicated to Ma-
rioit his movement §ome distance up the creek to a ford, which, from
the information derived from his guides, would afford a ready pas-

sage. To this place he urt:ed the brigadier to direct his march,

assuring him that by their united effort the enem} might ^till be

destroyed.

Marion pressed his march with diligence, bringing with him the

legion infantry; .ind havmg pissed the creek, united with Lee late

in the e.vening, in front of the house, which, in theii- panic, had

been so eageily sousht hy I'ne flying British soldiers, and which was
now possessed by lieuten.int colonel Coales, who had repaired to

it with his wagons and hovvitzt-r; affording, as it did, the most eli-

gible position he could assume Posted in the house, the outhous-

* Such was rloctor Skinner's unvarying objoction to Irvin's custom of risking

his life, »vheuever he was wUh tlie corps goi'i^ into action, thai kiu'l anrl amia-

l)le a> he w<i5, he saw with pleasure that his prerficliiii, often coniniuuJcatPd to

Irvin to stop his j)!acficft, [v. hid), contiasted witli his oivip, Sk nnt'i leii as a bit-

ter leproach,) was at l-ngth realized, when hvin was brought in woiiiHtrd ; and

he w;H)lr) not dreS; his wound, a'.thi i!!;h fiom his st;ition he liad the right of pre-

ference, until he had fiiiished all the priv.ites eprr-hending w ith a^pi-,iiy Iivin's

custom, aiid snrcastii ally coiriplinnMitiiig him, every now and then, with the hon-

ouiable scar lie might hereafter show.
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es, and ;ilong the yard and garden fences, with his howitzer in

front and undercover of the houfie, lieutenant colonel Coates found

himself safe. Mat inn and Lee, seeinjs^ that no pomt of iiis position

was ass.tilable with probable hope of jiucce<s, (dejiiilute, as they
were, of artillery,) reluctantly gave up this re^i.nent ; and being
low down in a neck, within strikioir distance Iroin Chirle>;ton, alter

all the fatiii;ue of the day they de.-rned it necessary to retire fifteen

miles before they could give re-l to their troops.

At this moment Armstr'^ng and Canington, whose .-uspended fate

had excited painful sensations in the breasts of tne'.r tViends, happi-

ly joined with their shattered sections. Both the ollicers vveje un-
hurt, only one horse killed and one vvounded, but some few of the
bravest dragoons were killed and more wounded.

Sending the captain with a detachment to the ground of action,

for the purpose of linnging off the dead and wounded, Lee followed
Marion; wiio having detached a party to rejdace the planks of the
bridge, took the direct course to it through the field. While we h.dtcd

here with the legion cavalry until Aiinslrong should rejoin, one of our
wounded dragoons came hobbling out of the swam[), into whici) he
had scrambled when his horse had fillcn by the same ball which had
shattered the rider's knee. .Armstrong now came up, l>rniging with
him sad evidences of his intrepid charge. Some of his finest fel-

lows had fallen in this hon <urable. tbough unsuccessful attempt
;

soldiers who had pa-sed from early life through the war, esteemed
and admired. Placing the wounded in the easiest posture for con-
veyance, and bearing the dead on the pummels of our saddles, we
concluded a toilsome sixteen hours in (he sadness of grief ; not for

the loss of brave soldiers, nobly dying in their couutiy's cause, but
because they fell in an abortive atta-'k. rendered sa by unforeseen
incidents. Had the bridge near Monk's Corner (over which the
British passed) been held in conformity to Sumter's pl.m and order,
Coates would have been overtaken t>e(bie lie arrived at Quinby's.
Had the guides been correct in thei'' estimation of the di.-lance of
the bridge, when we lirst saw the enemy's rear, Lee (having taken
the re;ir guaid) would have found out some other r<^u(e to the
main body, and avoided the fttal obstacle. Had Armstrong, refer-

ring for further orders, communicated the inlerposilion of the
bridge, the warm reply would never have been made, hue a cool eK-
amination of our relative situation would have followed ; the result

of which must have been propitious Coales and his regiment
must have fillen

;
giving increase of fone to our army, with solid

gooil to our ca'ise ; and the sad loss would not hive occurred. To
produce a discomfiture, this series of omission and error w.^s neces-
sary and did take place. Soldiers may and must struggle,— but
unless fortune smile, they often struggle in vain.*

* The auttior forgot to relate that, after his retreat from this position of
Coates, it was altaclied by Sumter and Marion, wnh coiisiflerahle spirit, and
some loss ; but without success, in consequeoce chiefly of" Sumter's failure to
bring up his artillery.—Ed.
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As soon as we reached our quarters, one common grave was
prepareil i'or the dead, and at the dawn of light the riles of sepul-

ture were performed.

The prisoner? and baggage which had been taken were instantly

sent oft" under a proper escort, and safely delivered to brigadier

Sumter. With the baggage was taken the regimental military chest,

whose contents being divided among the troops, by the brigadier's

order, gave to each soldier one guinea. VVe readied on the fol-

lowing day, the neighbourhood of Nelson's ferry, where the troops

were permitted to repose for twenty- lour hours. Resuming our

inarch, we crossed the Sanlee, and by easy marches joined in m few

days the armv at ttie High lliils. Incomplete as was this expedi-

tion, the zeal and vigour uniformly exlubiied reflected credit on

all employed in it ; and the general, always disponed tu honour merit,

teslihed his grateful approbation in very tltttenng terms. Arm-
strong, Carriiigton, and their gallant band, were, as they deserved,

distingiiisbed. The troops were placed in good quarters, and the

heat of July rendered tolerable by ti.e high ground, the tine air

and good water of the selected camp. Disease began to abate, our

wounded to recover, and the army to rise in bodily str-^.ng'.h. En-
joying this period of rest, the first experienced since Greene's as-

sumption of the command, it was natural to meditate upon the past

scenes. Nor was the conclusion of such meditations less instruc-

tive than agreeable. The ivisdom of the general was manifest ; and

the zeal, patience and firmness exhibited by the troops could not

be denied. It is true, that untoward occurrences had deprived

us of two victories, and lost us Ninety-Six ; but it was no less true,

that the comprehensive views of the general, with his infle'xible

perseverance, and unvarying activity, had repaired these mortify-

ing disappointments, and had closed the campaign with the success-

ful execution of his object. Defeat had been changed by its con-

sequences into victory, and our repulse had been followed by acces-

sion of territory. The conquered states ivere regained, and our

exiled countrymen were restored to their deserted homes,—sweet

rewards of toil and peril Such results can only be attributed to

superior talents, seconded by skill, courage and fidelity. Fortune

often gives victory ; but when the weak destitute of the essential

means of war successfully oppose the strong, it is not chanre but

sublime genius which guides the intermediate operations, and con-

trols the ultimate event.

CHAPTER XXX.

J_jATELY John Champe. sergeant-major of the legion cavalry,

who had been for several months conside-ed by the corps as a de-

serter, returned. This high minded soldier had been selected to
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undertake a very difficult and perilous project, the narration of

which is due to his merit, as well as to the singularity of his pro-

gress.*

The treason of brigadier Arnold—the capture of Andre—with

inieliigence received by Washington, through his confidential agents

in New York, conimunicating (hat many of his ofticers, and especially

a major general named to him, were connected ivifh Arnold—could

noi fail to seize the attention of a commander less dihgent and zeal-

ous than Wastiington. It engrossed his mind entirely, exciting re-

flections the mo-^t anxieus as well as unpleasant. The moment he

reached the army, then under the orders of mijor general Greene,

encamped in the vicinity of Tappan, he sent for major Lee, posted

with the light troops some distance in front. This officer repaired

to headquaf-ters with celerity, and found the general in his marquee
alone, busily engaged in writing. As soon as Lee entered, he was

requested to take a seat, and a bundle of papers, lying on the table,

was given to him for perusal. In these much information was de-

tailed, tending to prove that Arnold was not alone in the base con-

S{)iracy jiist detected, but that the poison had spr^^ad ; and that a

major general, whose name was not concealed, nas certainly as

guilty as Arnold himself This officer h:id enjoyed, without inter-

ruption, the confidence of the commander in chief throughout the

war ; nor did there exist i single reason in support of the accusation.

It altogetlier rested upon the int'^Higence derived IVom the papers

before him. Major Lee person. illy acquainted with the accused,

could not refrain from suggesting the probability, that the whole
was a contrivance of sir Henry Clinton, in order to destroy that

confidence between the commander and his officers on which the

success of military operations depends. This suKgestion, Washing-
ton repiieil, was pL.usible, and deserved due consideration, it had
early occurred to his own mind, and had not been slightly regarded

;

but tjis reflections settled in a conclusion not to be shaken ; as the

same suggestion applied to no officer more lorcibly than a few days

ago it would have done to general Arnold, known now to be a trai'or.

Announcing this result of his meditations with the tone and coun-

tenance of a (nind deeply agitated, and resolved upon its course,

Lee continuing sdent. the gener.d proceeded :
"'

I have sent for

you in the expectation that you have in your cor|)s individuals ca-

pable and willing to undertake an indispensable, delicate and hazard-

ous p.'oject. W'hoever comes foi ward upon ttiis occasion, will lay

me under great obligations personally, and in behalf of the United

States I will reward him am[)ly. No time is to be lost : he must
proceed if possible, this night. My oliject is (o proi)e to the bot-

toiii the afHicting intelligence contained in the papers you have just

read ; to seize Ainold. and by getting him to save Andre. They are
all connected. Wnile my emissary is engaged in preparing means
for the seizure of Arnold, the guilt of others can be traced; and

* This retrospect carries the leador back to the northern campaign of ITSO,

where the author held the rank of major, and was serving uuder general Wash-
ington on the Hudson.—Ed.
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the timoly delivery of Arnold to mn, will po-^-^ihly put it into my
powiT I'l restore (tie aminble and unfortunate Andre to his friends.

iVy inslriir-tion-« are ready, in which yon will find mv »*Xf!ress ordos

that AirioM is not to be hurt ; but tint he be pe initted {r. e^ape

if to he prtv;'nted only by killing him, as his poblir piini<Inipnt is

thf solo ohj'T.t in view. Tliis you rannot too forcibly |)ress uuon

whomsoever m ly en;;;age in the enter[)rise ; and this full not to do.

With my iiisl'f.ctions are two letter.*, to be dclivereil as ordered,

and here are som-^ ;;iiineas for expenses "

Major Lee ro[)!\ii)^. said, th;.t he had little or no doubt but that

liis legion contained in^nv iridividuals diriii<i enou^li for any opera-

tion, houever peril 'o- ; but ihit the one in view rtqiiired a com-

bination of qnaiiiies not nH?ily to be t'onnd unless in a coinniissioiied

officer, to whom lie could not venture to jiropose an enterprise, the

first step to which was desertion. Th -t tl,ou!:;h the scrj^eant-major

of the cavalry was in all respects qualified for ihe delic.ite and ad-

venturous project, and to bim it nnjibt be propose d without indeli-

cacy, as his station did n.-t interpose the obstacle belbre stated
;

yet it was very probahU- that the same difficulty wonliJ occur in his

breast, to remove which would not be easy, if practiralile.

Washington was highly plca-ed at findioi;; that anon-commissioned

officer was deemed capable of execulin;: his views ; as he had felt

extreme difficulty in aulhorizing an invitation to officers, who gene-

rally are. and always ought to be, scrupulous and nice in adhering

to the course of honour. He asked the name, the country, the age,

the size, lens^th of service, and character of the seige.mt.

Being told his name— that he was a native of Loudon county in

Vir.i^inia; about tHcnty-three cr twentv-four years of age—that he

had enlisted in 177G— rather above the common s^ze—foil of Lone

and muscle ; with a saturnine countenance, grave, thousihlfijl and

taciturn—of tried courasie and ii.fiexilde persever.mce, and as likely

to rej-ct an overture coupled with ignomin; as any officer in the

corps ; a commission being the goal of his long and anxious exer-

tions, and certain on the first vacancy :—the general exclaimed,

that be was the very man for the bu-iness ; that he mu.»t under-

take it; and that going to the enemy by ihe instigation and at the

request of his officer, was not desertion, although it appeared to be

90. And he enjoined that this explanation, as -coming from him,

should be pressed on Cl.ampe ; and ibat the vast jiood in prospect

should be contrasted with tlie mere semlilance of doing wrong, which

he presumed could not fail to conquer every scruple. Major Lee

assured the general, that every exertion would be essayed on his

part to execute his wishes; and taking leave returned to i\.e camp

of the light corps, which he reached about eight o'clock at night.

Sending instantly for the sergeant-major, he introduced the business

in the way best^ calculated, as he thought, to produce his concur-

rence ; and dilated largely on the very great obligations he would

center on the commander in chief, whose unchanging and active

beneficence to the troops had justly drawn to him their affection,

which would be merely nominal, if, when an opportunity should
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ofler to any individual ofcontributing to the promotion of his views,

that opportunity was not zealously embraced. That the one now
presented to him had never before occurred, and in idl probHbility

never would occur again, even should the war coiituiue for ages ; it

being most rare for three distinct consequences, .dl of primary
iveight, to be comprised within a single operation, and that operation

necessarily to be entrusted to one man, who would want but one or

tvvo associates in the active part of its execution. That the cliance

of detection became extremely narrow, and consequently that of

success enlarged. That by succeeding in the safe delivery of Ar-

nold, he not only gratified his general in the most acceptable man-
ner, but he would be hailed as the aventjer of the reputation of the

army, stained by foul and wicked pertidy ; and what could not but

be highly pleasing, he would be the instrument ot saving the life of

major Andre, soon to be brought before a court of inquiry, the de-

cision of which could not be doubted, from the universally knowa
circumstances of the case, and had been anticipated in the general's

instructions. That, by investigating with diligence a!id accuracy the

intelligence commnnica ed to him, he would bring to light new guilt,

or he would relieve innocence (as w;is most probable) from dis-

trust
;
quieting the torturing suspicions wliich now harrowed the

mind of Washington, and restoring again to his confidence a once

honoured general, possessing it at present only ostensibly, as well

as hush doubts afiecting many of his brother soldiers.

In short, the accomplishment of so much good was in itself too at-

tractive to be renounced by a generous mind ; and when connected

with the recollection of the h'gh honour which the selection shed

upon him, as a soldier he ought not— he rau^t not pause. Thi- dis-

course was followed by a detail of the plan, with a wish that he

would enter upon its execution instantly. Champe listened with

deep attention, and with a highly excited countenance ; the pertur-

bations of his breast not being hid evt'n by his dark visage. He
briefly and modestly replied, that no soldier exceeded him in lespect

and affection for the commander in chief, lo serve whom he would

willingly lay down his life ; and that he was sensible of the honour

conferred by the choice of him for the execution of a project all

over arduous ; nor could he be at a loss to know to whom was to

be ascribed the preference bestowed, which he took pleasure ia

acknowledging, although increasing obligations before great and

many.
That he was charmed with the plan. Even its partial success

would lead to great good ; as it would give peace to the general's

mind, and do justice as he hoped, to innocence. Full success :

added powerful and delicious personal excitements, as well as the

gratification of the general and army. He was not, he said, de-

terred by the danger and difficulty which was evidently to be en-

countered, but he was deterred by the ignominy of desertion, to

be followed by the hypocrisy of enlisting with the enemy ;
neither of

which comported with his feelings, and either placed an insuperable

bar in his way to promotion.

35
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He concluded by observing, that if any mode could be contrived

Ireefrom disgrace, ho would cordially embark in the enterprise. As

it was, he prayed to be excused ; and hoped that services, always

the best in his power to perform, faithfully performed, entitled

his prayer to success. The objections at tirst apprehended now

to be combattcd, were extended to a consequence which had not

suggested itself. Lee candidly admitted that he had expected the

first objection made, and that only ; whirh had been imparted to the

general, who gave to it full consideration, and concluded by declar-

in'' that the crime of desertion was not incurred ; as no act done by

the soldier at the request of the commander in chief could be con-

sidered as desertion ; and that an action so manif.-st!y pr iseworthy

as that to be performed, when known, would dissipate by its own

force the reflections excited by appearances, leaving the actor in

full enjoyment of the rich rewards of liis virtue. That the reflect-

ing mind ought not to balance between the achievement of so much

good, and the doing wrong in seinhhmce only ; to which m.ijor

Lee snhjoined, that he had considered himself and corps highly ho-

noured by the general's call u[)on him for a soldier capable and wil-

ling to execute a project so tempting to the brave ; and that he

should feel himself reduced to a mortifying condition, if the resis-

tance to the undertaking compelled him to inform tlie general that

he must recur to some other corps to provide an agent to execute

this bold and important enterprise.

He entreated the sergeant to ask himself what must be the reflec-

tions of his comrades, if a soldier from some other corps should

execute the attempt, when they should be told that the glory trans-

ferred to the regiment of which he was one, might have been enjoyed

by the U gion, had not sergeant Champe shrunk from the overture

made to him by his general, rather than reject scruples too narrow

and contined to be permitted to interfere with grand and virtuous

deeds. The esprit du corps could not be resisted ; united to his

inclination, it subdued his prejudices, and he declared his willing-

ness to conform to the wishes of the general ; relying, as he con-

fidently did, that his reputation would be protected by those who
had induced him to undertake the enterprise, should he be unfor-

tunate.

The instructions were read to him, and each distinct object pre-

sented plainly to his view, of which he took notes so disguised as to

be understood only by himself, lie was particularly cautioned to

use the utmost circumspection in delivering his letters, and to take

care to withhold from the two individuals, addressed under feigned

names, knowledge of each other ; for although both had long been

in thr> ronfidence of the general, yet it was not known by either that

the other was so engaged.

He was further urged, to bear in constant recollection the so-

. lemn injunction so pointedly expressed in the instructions to major

Lee, of forbearing to kill Arnold in any condition of things.

This part of the businps^ being tinished, their deliberation was

turned to the nianner of Champe's desertion ; for it was well
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known to them both that to pa^s the numerous patroles of horse
and foot crossing from the stsitionary guards, was itself difficult,

which was now rendered more so by parties thrown occasionally
beyond the pi, ice called Liberty Pole, as well as by swarms of irre-
gnliirs, induced sometunes to venture down to the very pomt at
P.;aius Hook with tlie hope of picking up booty. Evidently dis-
cernihle ;ts were the didiculties in the way, no relief could i>e ad-
ministered by mHJor Lee, lest it might induce a belief that he was
privy to tie desertion, which opinion <j;etling to the enemy would
involve tUe life of Champe. The sergeant ivas left to his own re-
sources and to his own management, with the declared determina-
tion, that in case his departure should be discovered before morn-
ing, L>'e would take care to delay pur-uit as long as practicable.
Gfvmg to the sergeant three guineas, and presenting his best

wish ;s, he recommended hirn to start without delay, and enjoined
hun to communicate his arrival in New ifork as soon as he could.
Champe pulling out his watch, compared it with the major's, re-
minding the latter of the importance of holding back pursuit, which
he was cfinvinced vould ti-.ke place in the course of the night, and
wni -h might b' fatal, as he knew that he should be obliged to zig-
zag in order to avoid the patroles, whirh would consume time. It

wa* now nearly eleven. The sergeant returned to camp, and taking
his clo ik. valise and ordijrly book, he drew his hor-;e from the jiick-

et, and mounting him p it hi n«ilf upon fortune. Tjse, charmed with
his expeditious con-ummation of the tirst part of the enterprise,
retired to re^t Useless attempt ! the past scene could not be ob-
literated ; and, indeed, had thai been piacticable, the interruption
which ensued would have stopped repose.

VViihio half an hour captain Carnes, officer of tlie day, waited
upon the major, and with considerable emotion told him that one
of the patrole had fallen in with a dragoon, who, being challenged,
put spur to hn horse and escaped, though instantly pur-sued. Lee
complaining of the interruption, and pretending to be extremely
fatigued by his ride to and from headquarters, answered as if he did

not undeistand what had been said, which com|)elled the captain to

repeat it. Who can the fellow that was pursued be ? inquired the
major; adding a countryman, probably. No, replied the captain,

the patrole suffi ienlly disiiuguished him to know that he was a

dragoon; probably one from the army, if not certainly one of our
own. This idea was ridiculed from its improbability, as during the
whole war but a single dragoon had deserted from the legion. This
did not convince Carnes, so much stress was it now the fashion to

lay on the desertion of Arnold, and the probable effect of his exam-
ple. The captain withdrew to examine the squadron of horse,

whom he had ordered to assemble in pursuance of established

usage on similar occasions. Very quickly he returned, stating tliat

the scoundrel was known, and was no less a person than the sergeant-

major, who had gone off with his horse, baggage, arms and orderly
book,—so presumed, as neiiher the one nor the other could be
found. Sensibly affected at the supposed baseness of a soldier ex-
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trcmely respected, the captain added that he had ordered a party to

m;tke icady for pursuit, and begged (he major's writtf^n orders.

Ocrasiontllv thi< discourse was interrupted, and every idea sug-

gested ivhich "the exci^ilent charader of the serj^nant warranted, to

induce the suspicion that he had not deserted, but had taken the

liberty to leave camp with a view to per-^onal pleasure an example,

said Lee, too of;en set by (he officer* themselve:^, de>^truc(ive as it

was of disciplme. opposed as it was to order-, and disastrous as it

roiglit provp to the corps in the course of service.

Some little delay wasllius inlerposf^d ; but it iteingnow announced

th:it the pursuing party was ready, major Lee directed a change in

the officer, saving ih.tt he had a particular service in view, wliich he

had determined to en(rus( to the juutenant ready for duty, and

which piob;»bly must be perform -d in the morning. He therefore

directed him to summon cornel Middleton for the present comiiMnd.

Lee was induced thus to act. first to add to the delay, and nex; from

his knowl-dge of tlie tenderness of Middleton's disposiiion, which

he hoped would h'ad to the protection of Cliampe, should he be

taken. Within (en minutes Middleton appeared to receive his or-

ders, which were delivered to him made out in the customary form,

and signed by the major. " Pursue so far as yon can with safety

sergeant Champe, who is suspected of deserting to the ene .-y, and

has taken the ro.id leading to Paulus Hook. Bring iiim alive, (hat

he may sutler in the presence of the army ; but kill him if he re-

sists, or escapes after being taken."

Detaining the cornet a fi^w minutes longer in advising him what

cours-- to pursue,—urging him to take care of the horse ;iod accou-

trei.'ients, if recovered,—and enjoining him to be on his guard, lest

he might, by his eager pursuit, nnprovidenlly fall into (he iiands of

the enemy —the major dismissed Middleton, wishing him success.

A sbower'of rain fell soon after Champe's departure, which enabled

the pursuing dragoons to take the trail of bis horse ; knowing, as

officer and trooper did, the make of their shoes, the impression of

which, wa- an unerring guide.*

When Middl'^ton dejuirtrd, it was a few minutes past twelve;

so that Champe had only the start of rather more (ban an hour,

—

by no means iis long as vvas desired. Lee became very unhappy,

not only l)ecause the estimable and gallant Cham|)e might be injur-

ed, but les- the en erprise might be delayed ; and he spent a sleep-

less night. The pursuing party during the night, was, on their

part, delayed by the necessary halts to examine occasionally the

road, as the impression of the horse's shoes directed their course
;

this was unfortunattly too evident, no other horse having passed

alons t'le road since the .shower. When the day broke, Middleton

was no longer forced to halt, and he pressed on with r^ipidity. As-

cending in eminence befoie he reached the Three Pidgeons, some

* The horFP* lining all :^hocl hy our own farriers, the shoes were made in the

same "on» ; which, with :» p ivntp iii;uk nnpcxpfi to the foie shoes, and known to

the trooprrs, poiirtcd out the trail of our flrn^oims to each oihor, which was often

very useful.
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miles on the north of the village of Bergen, as the pursuing party

reached its summit, Champe was descried not mure than half a

mile in front. Resemolmg an Indian in his vigilance, the sergeant

at the same moment discovered the party, whose ot'ject he was no

stranger to, and giving spur to his horse, he determined to outstrip

his pursuers. Middleton at the same instant put liis horses to the

top of their speed ; and heing as the legion all v%ere well acquaint-

ed with the country, he recollected a siiort route through th. woods

to the bridge below Bergen, which diverged from the great road

just after you gain the Three Fidgeoiis. Keachii)g the point of

separation, he halted ; and dividing his party, directed a sergeant

with a few dragoons to lake the near cut, and possess wUh all pos-

sible despatch the bridge, vviule he vvilii Uie re-^idue followed

Champe ; not doubting but that Champe must deliver himself up,

as he would be clost-d between himself and hi>* sergiant. Champe
did not forget the short cut, and wouhi h.ive taken it himself, but

he knew it was the usual route of our [)arties when reiurmng in the

day from the neighbourhood of tue enemy, ()roperly preferring the

woods to the road lie conseqin^ntly avoid<^d il ; and persuaded

that Middleton would avail himself ot it, wisely resolved (o relin-

quish his intention of getting to Faulus Hook, and to seek refuge

from two British galleys, lying a lew miles to tiie west of Bergen.

This was a station always occupied i-y one or two galleys, and,

which it was known now lay there. Entering the village of Bergen,

Champe turned to his right, and disguising iiis change of course

as much as he could by taking the Iteaten streets, turning as they

turned, he pas?ed thr(jugh tlu- village and took the load towards

Elizabethtown Foint. I'vJiJdleton's sergeant gained the 'oridge, where
he concealed himself, re.uly to pounce upon Chainpc when he came
up; and Middleton, pursuing hi* course through Bergen, soon got

also to the bridge, when, to his extreme mortiticalion, he found that

the sergeant h.id slipped through his lingers. KfMurning up the

road, he inquired of the villagers of Bi.-rg<in, whether a dragoon

had been seen that morning ahead of his |)arty. He was answer-

ed in the affirmative, hut could learn notiiitig satisfactorily as to the

route he took. While engaged in inquiries himself, he spread his

parly through the village to strike tlie trail of Chatnpe's horse, a

resort always recurred to. Some of his dragonns hit it just as the

sergeant, leaving the village, got in the road to the Point. Pur-

suit was renewed with vigour, and ag:iin Ch.impe was descried.

He, apprehending the event, had prepared hinirelf for it, by lush-

ing his Valise (containing hi» clothes and orderly book) on his shoul-

ders, and holding his drawn sword in his hand, having thrown away
the scabbard. This he did to save what was indispensable to

him, and to prevent any interruption to his swimming, should Mid-

dleton, as he presumed, when disappointed at the bridge, take the

measures adopted by him. The pursuit was rapid and close, as the

stop occasioned by the sergeant's preparations for swiiiiming had

broiiglit Middleton within two or three hundred yards. As soon as

Champe got abreast of the two galievs. he disniounted, and running
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through the marsh to the river, plunged into it, calling upon tlie

galley's for help. This was roailily given ; they tjreri ii|>on our

horse, and sent a hoat to meet Cliampt', (vho was taken in and car-

ried on hoard, and conveyed to New York with a letter from the

captain of the galley, stalinj; tiie circumstances he had seen.

The horse with his equijtujonts, tiie sergeant's cloak and scab-

bard, were recovered ; llie sword it-elf, hein^ held by Cliampe

until h-^ plunged into the river, was lost, as Middleton found it ne-

cessary to retire without searching for it.

About three o'clock in the evening our party returned, and the

soMiers seeing the well known horse in our possession, made the

air resound with exclamations that the scoundrel was killed.

Major Lee, called hy (liis heart rending annunciation from his

tent, saw the sergeant's hor?e led !>y one of Middleton'!* dragoons,

and hfgan to reproach himself with \he blood of the high prized,

faithful and intrepid Champe. Stifling his agony he advanced to

meet Middleton, and became somewhat relieved as soon as he got

near enough to discern the countenance of his officer and party.

There was evidence in their looks of disappointment, and he was

quickly relieved by Middleton's information ihat the sergeant had

effected his escape with the loss of his horse, and narrated the par-

ticulars just recited

Lee's joy was now as full as, the moment before, his torture had

been excruciating. Never was a ha[)pier conclusion. The ser-

geant escaped unhurt carrying with him to the enemy undeniable

testimony of the sincerity of his desertion,—cancelling every ap-

prehension before entertained, lest the enemy might suspect him

of being what he really was.

Major Lee imparted to the commander in chief the occurrence,

who was sensibly affected by the hair-breadth escape of Champa,

and anticipated with pleasure the good effect sure to follow the ene-

my's knowledge of its manner.

On the fourth day after Champe's departure, Lee received a let-

ter from him, written the day befure in a disguised hand, without

any signature, and stating what had passed after he got on board

the galley, where he was kindly received.

He was carried to the commandant of New York as soon as he

arrived, and presented the letter addressed to this officer from the

captain of the galley. Being asked to what corps he belonged, and
• a few other common questions, he was sent under care of an orderly

sergeant to the adjutant-general, who, finding that he was sergeant-

major of (he legion horse, heretofore remarkable for their fidelity,

beo'an to interrogate him. He was told by Champe, that such was

the spirit of defection which prevailed among the American troops

in consequence of Arnold's example, that he had no doubt, if the

temper was properly cherished, Washington's ranks would not only

be greatly thinned, but that some of his best corps would leave him.

To this conclusion, the sergeant said, he was led by his own obser-

vations, and cspeci dlv by his knowledge of the discontents which

agitated the corps to which he l;ad belonged. His size, place of birtb,
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form, countenance, hair, the corps in which he had served, with

other remarks, in confornuty to the British usage, was noted down.

After this was linisheLi, he was sent to the commander in chief, in

charge of one of the staff with a letter from the adjutant general.

Sir Henry Clinton treated him very kindly, and detamed him more

than one hour, asking him many q-iestions, ail leading,—first, to

know to what extent this spirit of defection might be pushed by

proper incitements,—what the most operating incitements,—whe-

ther any general officers were suspected by Washington as con-

cerned in Arnold's conspiracy, or any other officers of note ;—who
they were, and whether the troops approved or censured Wash-

ington's suspicions ;— whether his popularity in the army was sink-

ing, or continueil stationary What was major Andre's situation,

—

whether any cliange had taken place in the manner of his coofine-

ment,—what was the current opinion of his probable fate,—and

whether it wa* thought Washington would treat him as a spy. To
these various interrogations, some of which were perplexing,

Champe ansvvereil warily ; exciting, nevertheless, hopes that the

adoption of proper measures to encoiirage desertion (of which he

could not pretend to form an opinion) would certainly bring ofl' hun-

dreds of the American soldiers, including some of the best troops,

horse as well as foot. Respecting the late of Andre, he said he

was ignorant, though there appeared to be a general wish in the

army that his life should not be taken ; and that he believed it

would depend more upon the disposition of Congress, than on the

will of Washing on.

After this long conversation ended, sir Henry presented Champe
with acoople of guineas, and recommended him to wait upon gene-

ral Arnold, who was engaged iij raising an American legion in the

service of his majesty. He directed one of his aids to write to Ar-

nold by Chaojpe, stating who he was, and what he had said about

the disposition in the army to follow his example ; which being

soon done, the letter was given to the orderly aitending on Charape

to be presented with the deserter to general Arnold. Arnold ex-

pressed much salisfiction on heiring from Champe the manner of

his escape, and the effijct of Arnold's example ; and concluded his

numerous inquiries by assigning quarters to the sergeant,—the

same as were occupieil by his recruiting sergeants.

He also proposed (o Champe to join his lejiion. telling him he

would give him the same staiion he iiad held in the rebel service,

and promising further advancement when merited. Expressittg his

wish to retire fioo) war, and his conviction ofttie certainty of his being

hung if ever taken by iYtf rebels, he beiiged to be excused from en-

listment ; assuring the general, that should be change his mind,

he would certainly accept his offer. Retiring to his quarters,

Champe now turned his attention to the delivery of his letters,

which he could fiot effect until the next night, and then only to one

of the two incogniti to whom he was recommended. Thi? man rC:

ceived the sergeant with exlr* me attention, and' having read the

letter, assured Champe that he might rely on his 'faithful co-opera-
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tion in every thing in his power conjiistent with his safety, to guard

wliicli reqinretl the utmost pruil. nee iiiid circuins|)ection The sole

Oi>JHCt in which the aid ot this iiiclivnlu:il was required, regarded the

general and others of our army. itnpUcatod in the information sent

to Washington hy him. To this object Chatnpe ur>.;ed his attention ;

assuring him. of the sohcitude it had excited, and lelhnj; him that

its speedy investigation had induced the general to send him in to New
York. Promising to enter upon il with zeal, and engaging to send

out Champe's letters to major Lee, he fixed the time and place for

their next meeting, when they s.^parated.

Lee made known to the general what had been transmitted to

him by Cli.impe, and received in answer directions to press Charape

to the expeditious conclusion of his mission ; as the iate of Andre
would be soon deciiled, when little or no delay could be admitted

in executing whatever sentence the court might decree. The same

messenger who brought Ch,im|)e's letter, returned with the ordered

communication Five days had nearly elapsed after reaching New
York, before Champe saw the contidant to whom only the attempt

ai^ainst .\rnold was to be entrusted. This person entered with

promptitude into the design, promising his cordial assistance. To
procure a proper associate for Champe was the lirsi object, and

this he pru!ni>ed to do with all possible despatch. Furnishing a

conveyance to Lee, we again heard from Champe, who staled what

r have related, vvith the additional inlelligence that he had that

morning (the list of September) been appointed one of Arnold's

recruiting sergeants, having enlisted the day before with .Arnold
;

and that he was induced to take this afflicting step, for the purpose

of securing uninterrupted ingress and egress to the house which the

general occupied ; it being iiidi-jiensabie lo a speedy conclusion of

the difficult enterprise which the information he had just received

had so forcibly urged. He added, that the (hthculties in his way were

numerous and stubborn, and that his pror-pert of success was by no

means cheering. With respect to the additional treason, he asserted

that he had every reason to believe that it was groundless ; that

the report took its rise in the enemy's camp, and that he hoped

soon to clear up that matter satisfactorily. The pleasure ivhich

the last part of this communication atloided, was damped by the

tidings it imparted respecting Arnold, as on his speedy delivery

depended Andre's relief. The interposition of sir Henry Clinton,

who was extreaiely anxious to save his ,iid de camp, still continued
;

and it was exj)ected the examination of witnesses and the defence of

the prisoner, would protract the decision of the court of enquiry,

now assembled, and give sufficient time for the consummation of

the project committed to Champe. A complete disappointuent

took place f om a quarter unforeseen and unexpected. The honour-

able and accomplished Andre, knowing his guilt, disdained defence,

and prevented the examination of witnesses by confessing the cha-

racter in which he stood. On the next day (the 2iid of October)

the court again assembled ; when every doubt that could possibly

arise iu the case having been removed by the previous confession.
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Andre w.is declared to be a spy, and condemned to suffer accord-

ingly.

The sentence was executed on the snbsp'^nent day in the usual

form the commander in chiefdeeming it improper to interpose any
dehiv'. In this decision he vv.is warranted by the very unpromis-

ing intelligence received from Champe,—by the slill esi^:tiny, im-

plication of other olticers in Arnold's conspiracy,—by a due regard

io puidic opinion,—and by real tenderness to t!ie condemned.
Neither Congress nor the nation conld have been with propriety

informed of liip.cau.se of the dehy, and without such inform ition it

mu*t have excited in both alarm and su-^picion. Andre him-ielf

could not have been entrusted with the secret, and would conse-

quenlly have attributed the unlooked for event to the expo-tulation

and exertion of sir Henry Cliriton, which would not (ail to produce
in his breast espectalions of ultimate relief; to excite which would
have been cruel, as the realization of such expectation depended
upon a |>os?ihle but improbable contingency. The fite of Andre,
hastened by himsell, deprived (he enterprise committed to Champe
of a feature wiiicli had !)een highly prized by its projector, and
which had very much engaged the heart of the individual chosen to

execute it.

Washington ordered major Lee to communicate what had passed

to the sergeant, with directions to encourage him to prosecute with

unrelaxed vigour the remaining objects of ins in.=5tructions, but to in-

termit haste in the execution only as far as was compatible with

final success.

This was p.ccordingly done by the first opportunity. Champe
deplored the sad necessity which had oci.urred, and candidly con-

fessed that the hope of enabling Washington to save the life of An-
dre, (who had been the subject of universal commiseration in the

American camp) greatly contributed to remove the serious diffi-

culties which oi>posed his acceding to the proposition when first

propounded Some documents accom'panied this communication,

tending to prove the innocence of the accused general ; thf y were
completely satisfactory, and did credit to the discrimination, zeal

and diligence of the sergeant. Lee inclosed them imniediately to

the commimder in chief, who was pleased to expre.-s the satisfac-

tion he derived from the inform ition, and to order the major to

wait upon him the next day ; when the whole subj. ct was re exam-
ined, and the distrust heretofore entertained of the accused iva?

for ever dismissed.* Nothing now remained to be done, but the

* Copy of a lellcr from general IVashinslon to major Lee, in his own hand*
tvriting,

October 13, 1780.

Dear Siu :

I am very }i,latl your letter, of this date, has given strength to my conviction of

tlie innocence of the gentleman wlio was tlie subjpct of your enquiry.

I want to see you on a piirlicular piece of business. If tiin day is fair, and
nothing of conscf]uence intervenes, I will be at the marquis's (juarters b}- ten

o'clock to-morrow. If this should not happen. I shall be glad to see you at

headquarters.

I am, dear sir, your obedient servant, G. WA.SHINGTGN.
36
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seizure and safo delivery of Arnold. To thi? subject Champa gave
liid undivided attention ; and on the lOth October, niiijor I^ee re-

ceived fVoni him a very particular account of the |)rog[ess he had
made, with the outlines of his plan. This was, without delay, sub-
milted to Was^hington ; with a request fur a few additional guineas.
Tiie geneial's letter,* written on the same day, (2oth October)
evinces his attention to the minutiae of bii?iness, as well as his im-
mutable detcru)ination to possess Arnold alive, or not at all. This
was his oriy;inal injunction, which he never omitted to enforce upon
every proper occasion.

Major Lee had an opportunity in the course of the week of writ-

ing to Champe, when he told him that the rewards which he had
promised to his associates would be certainly paid on the delivery

of Arnold ; and in the mean time, small sums of money would be
furnished for casual expenses, it being deemed improper that he
should appear with much, lest it might lead to suspicion and detec-

tion. That the guineas were now sent, and that more would follow

when absolutely necessary.

Ten days elapsed before Champe brought his measures to con-

clusion, when Lee received trom him his final communication, ap-

pointing the th'.rd subsequent night for a party of dragoons to meet
him at Hoboken, when he hopeil to deliver Arnold to the officer,

Champe had, from his enlistment into the American legion (Arnold's

corps) every opportunity he could wish, to attend to the habits of

the general. He discovered that it was his custom to return home

* Copy of a letter from general Washington lo major Lee, in his own hand-
writing.

Headquarters, October 20, 1780.

Dear Sir :

The plan propoBed fur taking A—— (1 (the outlines of which are conimuni-

r.aietl in your letter, which was this moment put into my hauds without date)

has every mark of a good one. I therefore agree to tlie promised rewards; and
have such entire confidence in your managenieut of the business, as to give it

my fullest approbation ; and leave the whole to the guidance ofyour own judgment,

with this express stipulation and pointed injunction, liiat he (A d) is brought

to me alive.

No circumstance whatever slml! obtain my consent to his being put to death.

The idea which would accompany such an event, would bo that ruffians ha«l

been hired to assassinate him. JVly aim is to make a public example of him ".

and this should be strongly impressed upon those who are employed to bring

him off. The sergeant must be very circumspect;—too much zeal may create

suspicion,—and too much precipitancy may defeat the project. The most invio-

lable secrecy must be observed on all hands. I send you five guineas ; but I

am not satisfied of the propriety of the sergeant's appearing with much specie.

This circumstance may also lead to suspicion, as it is but too well known to the

enemy that we do not abound in tliis article.

The interviews between tlie party in and out of the city, should be managed
with much caution and seeming indiflerence ; or else the frequency of their meet-

ing, &c. may betray tlie design, and involve bad consefjuences ; but I am per-

suaded you will place every matter in a proper point of view to the conductors of

this intcicsling business, and therefore I shall only add, that

I am, dear sir, Sic, &c.

G. WASHINGTON.
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about twelve every night, and that previous to goinjr to he<\ be al.

ways visited the garden. During this visit the conspirators were

to seize him, and being prepared with a gag, intended to have ap-

phed the same instantly.

Adjoining the house in which Arnohl resided, and that in which

it was designed to seize and gag him, Cha(npe had laken otf seve-

ral of the pailings and re[>laced them, so that witli care and without

noise he could readily open his way to the adjoining alley. Into

this alley he meant to have conveyed his prisoner, aided by hrs

companion, one of two associates who had been introduced by the

friend to whom Champe had been originally made known by letter

from the commander in chief, and with whose aid and counsel he

had so far conducted the enterprise. His other associate was with

the boat prepared at one of the wharves on the Hudson river, to

receive the party.

Champe and his friend intended to have placed themselves each

under Arnold's shoulder, and to have thus borne him through the

most unfrequented alleys and streets to the boat ; representing

Arnold, in case of being questioned, as a drunken soldier whom
they were conveying to the guard-house.

When arrived at the boat the dilBcuUies would be all surmounted,

there being no danger nor obstacle in passing to the Jersey shore.

These particulars as soon as known to Lee, were communicated to

the commander in chief, who was highly gratified with the much de-

sired intelligence. He directed major Lee to meet Champe, and

to take care that Arnold should not be hurt. The day arrived, and

Lee with a party of dragoons left camp late in the evening, with

three led horses ; one for Arnold, one for the sergeant and the third

for his associate, never doubting the success of the enterprise, from

the tenor of the last received communication. The party reached

Hoboken about midnight, where they were concealed in the adjoin-

ing wood,—Lee with three dragoons stationing himself near the

river shore. Hour after hour passed,—no boat approached. At

length the day broke and the major retired to his party, and with

his led horses returned to camp, when he proceeded to headquarters

to inform the general of the disappointment, as mortifying as inex-

plicable. Washington having perused Champe's plan and commu-

nication, had indulged the presumption that al length the object of

his keen and constant pursuit was sure of execution, and did not

dissemble the joy sucli conviction produced. He was chagrined at

the issue, and ap[)cehondrd that his faithful sergeant must have

been detected in the last scene of his tedious and diflicult enter-

prise.

In a few dajs, Lee received an anonymous letter from Champe's

patron and friend, informing him that on the day previous to the

nio'ht fixed for the execution of the plot, Arnold h.id removed hfs

quarters to another part of the town, to superintend the embarka-

tion of troops, preparing (as was rumored) for an expedition to be

directed by himself; and that the American legion, consisting chief-

ly of deserters, had been transferred from their barracks to one of
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the transports ; it being apprehended that if left on shore until the

exi)eilition Wiis rendy, many of the;n mi^ht desert. Ttins it hap-

pt.iicd that John Chanipo, instead of cros-ina; the Hudson that nif^ht,

\vii!« safely deposited on boinl one of tlie Heet of tiansports, from

whence he never departed until the troops under Arnold landed in

Virginia! Nor was he ahUi to escape from the British army until

after the junction of lord Cornwallis at Folersburg, when he desert-

ed ; aud proceeding hij;h up into Vir;i;iiii i, he passed into North

^Carolina near the Saura towns, and keeping in the friendly disiricls

of that state, safely joined the army soon after it had passed the

Con:iaree in pursuit of Lord Ivawdon.

His appearance excited extreme surprise among his former com-

rades, which was not a little increased when they saw the cordial

reception he met with from lieutenant colonel Lee. His whde
story soon became known to the corps, which re()roduced the love

and respect of officer and soldier, heightened by universal admira-

tion of his diraig md arduous attempt.

Champe was introduced to general Greene, who cheerfully com-

plied with tile promises m ide by the commander in chief, as far

as in his power; and having provided the sergeant with a good

horse ai;d money for his journey, sent him to general Washington,

who munifirenlly antioipited every desire of the sergeant, and pre-

sented him with a discharge tV'>m further service,* lest he might in

the vicissitudcis of war, fail into tiie enemy's hands ; when if re-

cognized, he was sure to die on a gibbet.

CHAPTER XXXr.

JLjORD cornwallis, wliom we left at Wilmington, in pursu-

ance of his uUiniate decision moved on the "5th of April ; eighteen

days after Greene had advanced upon Camden. Previous to his

march, he commnnicrited to major general Phillips his intention,

and his route ; designating Petersbuig as the place of junction be-

tween himself and Phillips. Proceeding towards Halifax on the

Roanoke, the British general preserved (by the rigidness with

which he enforced his orders) the country from devastation, and

private properly from spoilalion ; hoping, bv the exercise of his

natural moderation and humanity, to give eiTccl to his unremitted

* When genera! VVasIiington was called by president Adams to the command
of the Armv, preprired to defend the country from French hostility, he sent to

lieutenant colonel Lee to inquire for Champe; being determined lo bring hitrj

into the fielJ iit the head of a company >if infantry.

Lee sent to L'ludon cousity, where Champe settled after his discharge from
<he army ; and leirned thdt ihc gallant £:>)riier had renuoved to Kentucky, and
had 60on after died.
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exertions to bring all the loyalists of North Carolina into active co-

Oi^Hialion with his army. But wi^jely and perseveringly as he en-

deavoured to realize this favourite object, his success was very

partial. The severe chastisement so often experienced by these

men, the unce.ibing vigilauce of government, and the force of

Greene's operations in South Carolina, were irresistable in their

eft'ect. Happily for themselves, happily lor their country, these

deluded people adhereil to a state ot quiescence. In this condition

of things, tiie militia were ordered to the tield, and some portions

of them actually erabodit-d,— well disposed (as militia always are)

to sustain the common cause ; bnt (like militia thus organized al-

ways are and ever will be) incapable of executing their wish, or tiie

will of govcrnm.-nt.* Lieutenant colonel Tarleton led, as usual,

the advance of Cornwalhs, supported by lieutenant colonel Hamil-

ton, (of the North Carolina regiment) well known in that state, and

universally esteemed and respected. To the influence and etforts

of this otiicer may, in a great degree, be ascribed the moderation

exhibited by the advanced corps t on their march ; alike repugnant

to the principles, the temper and habits il had heretolbre displayed.

During the tedious progress iVom Cape Fear to the Koanoke, the

enemy met no interruption. Even his toraging parlies were un- _,

disturbed ; and the murauders accompanying his army passed and

repassed in security, unless detected and apprehended by British

guards .ind British patrols. A general torpor| prevailed throughout

the country through which the British general took his course ;

ascribable, not to the l.inguor of the inhabitants, but to the impo-

tency of government. After reachitig Halifax, the British army
halted. Here the restrained licentiousness of the unprincipled

burst out, and shocking outrages were committed upon our unpro-

* To the latter affirmntioti in this remark, the campaigns of general Jackson,

and the Tennesee rifl. men, aiTjrti direct contiadiclion. They am) their chief,

were holh able and willing to defeat the best troops of Europe.—Ed.

t Colonel Hamilton had, before the war, resided in Norfolk ; where his good-

ness, hospitiility and urbanity hsd attracted universal esteem. His business

leading him into much acquaintance with the inhabitants of North Carolina,

he acquired there, as in Norfolk, the general regard. Believing tlie mothei'

country fi:;ht in the dispute which led to the war, Hamilton took part with

Great Britain, and became a soldier. He raised a regiment of North Caroli-

nians, and both in ih^ Stdd an<l in t'ne cabinet performed essential seivices to

bis general : serving in the South, first under Prevosi, afterwards under sir

Henry Clinton, and lastly under lord Cornvvallis, in whose confidence he stood

very high. Not only the native goodness of his lieariset Hamilton against those

destructive proceedings too often practised by the corps of Tarleton ; but he was
particularly desirious to preserve the inhabitants of North Carolina safe from

insult and injury ; in consequence as well of his own acquaintance with many
of them, as of his solicitude to bring the mass of the people into support of the

royal measures.

\ At Swift run, and at Fish creek, parties of our militia skirmished with th*

British van,—but these attempts were slight and soon crushed. They were th^

only ones essayed between Wilmington and Halifax, where a more serious pf-

fbrt ensued j but this too was quickly overpowered.
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tected fellow citizens,—disgraceful to British arms, and degrading

to (lie name of man.*

General Philli[>s took possession of Petersburg on the 9lh of

May, extronu'ly ill with a bilious fever, which had aftlirted him

for several days ; and in spite of ail medical exertions, it ptit a

period to his life on the l."5lh ; oy which event llie command of the

army devolved upon brii^adier Arnold.

Cornwallis leaving Halifax, passed (he Iloanoke, whence be de-

tached lieutenant colonel Tarieton with his legion to the Alt^herrin,

to hohl the fords across that river : lieutenant colnnel Simcoe, with

his ran"ers, being lit the same time sent foi ward by general Arnold

(o the 'Nottow;.<y, for the like ymrpose. No interruption was at-

temt»ted against either tietachment : all th« force assembled tor the

protection of the state i)eing with La Fayette in his position near

Richmond. Following (he advanced corps, Cornwallis passed the

Melierrin, then the Nottoway, and on the 20ih entered Petersburg.

One month of (he best season ot'the year for military operations,

had been nearly expended in the march from Wilmington by one

army ; while (lie other, during the like period, occu|)ied itself in

the trivial expeditions heretofore described—as inoperative to efl'ect

the great object in view, as they were disgracetul to the British go-

vernment, and oppressive to private i-ndividuals.

The union of the two armies gave to the British general a force

so far superior to his enemy, a-^ to threaten tlio destruction of Vir-

«inia. Cornwallis did not cx';el in numbers only ; his troops were

excellent, with the exception of Arnold's corps. Exclusive of the

garrison of Portsmouth, two baKalions of light infantry, the Queen's

ran<^er8 ''horse and foot) under lieutenant colonel Simcoe, the seven*

ty-stxth and eightieth British regimen{s, with that of Hesse, two

companies ofyagers, and Arnold's American legion, with a well ap-

pointed detachment of artillery, composed the force lately under

Phillips, and were now united to the tried troops of the South. In

addition, a reinforcement was in James river from New York under

o-eneral Leslie, consisting of the seventeenth and forty-third regi-

ments British, and two battalions of Anspach. The seventeenth

regiment and the Anspach battalions were ordered to Portsmouth,

the command of which post vvas confided to general Leslie, while

(he forty-third was destined to join Cornwallis. About this time

the British o-eneral received a despatch from lord Ravvdon, commu-

nicating his victory at Hobkick's hill ; and as if nothing should be

* These enormities boiiig disrovered by lore] Cornwallis, lie halted tlie light

troops about four miles beyond the Roanoke.
" On the arrival of sorni.- country people, earl Cornwallis directed lieutenant

colonel Tarieton lo dismount his dragoons and mounted infantry, and to form

ihem into a rank entire for thd convenient inspection of the inhabitants, to fa-

cilitate the discovery of tlie villains who had conunitted atrocious outrages the

precedin" evening. A sergeant anri one private dragoon were pointed out, an<J

accused of rape and robbery : they were conducted to Halifax, where they were

condemned to death by martial law. Tiie immediate infliction of the sentence,

frxhibiied to the army and iiianifeticd to tl'.-i coiiniry tlic discipline and justice:

<ff the Britiih g,.M)cral. " (See TarJeton's Campaigns.)
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wanting to stimulate the exertions of his lordship, he was also ofli-

cially (ulvised of the sniling of a tlcet from Cork in Ireland, with

three regiments, destined for Soulli Carolina.

The success of Raw<ion, antl the reiiitorcenient t>oin Ireland,

cftlmedlhc disquietude heretofore excited in the breast of Cornwal-

lis by general Greene's return to South Carolina ; and reproduced

the fallacious hope, (hat wliile he prostrated Virginia, Kawdon would

maintain undiminished his late conquests.

La Fayette still lield his position near Kichniond, occasionally

strengthened by detacljinents of miiilia brought into the field by the

unceasing etibrts of governor .iefferson.

Baron Steuben, with six iiunilred levies, was on the south of Jamee

river, proceeding to South Carolina to reinforce Greene ; and briga-

dier VVayne, with the Pennsylvania line, (now reduced to eight or

nine humlred) was on his march Irom the Northern army to unite

with La Fayette.

The baron was recalled, and direfcted to take post at the Point of

Fork, the depot of most of our remaining military stores ; and gene-

ral Nelson, with two thousand militia in the tiehl, continued with

La Fayette ; while general Weedon, of the continental line, (now
at home, in consequence of the din^.inntion of our force,) was re-

quested to collect a cor[)S of the militia in the vicinity of Fredericks-

burg, for the purpose of covering the most important and well con-

ducted manufactory of arms in the state, establishoil at Falmouth, a

small village on the north of the Rappahannock, one mile above Fre-

dericksburg, and under the direction of j\fr. John Strode—a gen-

tleman singularly adapted, by his genius and habits, for its superio-

tendence.

La Fayette's force, in his camp below Richmond, did not exceed
four thousand, of wliich three I'ourths were mililia. But in confor-

mity to the sjstem af!oj)ted by S'^vernor .leiTerson, continental offi-

cers were substituted, in the liigher cominjuids, for those of the mi*

litia ; which, allhough not very well relished by those who retired,

was highly grateful to the soldiers ; who, perceiving the perils be-

fore tiiem, rejoiced in being le{\ by tried an<l exj)erienced men.

Such will always bo tlie effect of acknowledged danger on the mind

of man.
La Fayette selected seven hundred and fit\y of his best militia

marksmen, and dividing them into throe corps of light infantry, of

two hundred and fifty each, he placed them respectively under the

orders of majors Call, Willis, and Dick, regular oflicers. This ar-

rangement was judicious, and during tiie campaign its beneficial ef-

fect was often felt.

Could the American general have united to this body of infantry

an adequate corps of cavalry, he would have very much increased

its utility ; but of this species of force he was unfortunately almost

destitute, although the two states of Maryland and Virginia furnish

horses of the best quality. Only the remnant of Armand's corps

(not more than sixty,) and a troop of volunteer dragoons, under
captain Carter Page'late of Baylor's regiment, were with him.
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Sir Henry Clinton states the force in Virginia, previous to the

arrival of lord Cornwalli?, to be five ihoiisatid throe hundred and

four. Since his lordshi|»'s assumption of the command, general Les-

lie (as has been mentioned) joined with three rey;iments from New-
York, of which tlie forty-third was added to the army. The field

force under Cornwallis caimot be estimated nnder eight thousand

—

more than double of that actini; with his adversary. What added
vastly to this superiority was the enemy's strength in horse. His

dragoons were rated at four hundred, to which were united seven or

eight hundred mounted infantry. During four days' halt in Peters-

burg, which period of rest was necessary to the army from Wil-

mington, the British geneial communicated his situation, strength

and views to his commander it) cbi^f and gave all requisite direc-

tions to the corps of Leslie occu[)ying Portsmouth—that of Craig,

in possession of Wilmington—and to lord llawdon, commanding the

army of did'ence in the two southern states. On the 24th of May
his lordship moved, taking the route on the south of the Appotnat-

tox, with a determination of passing the James river at Westover,

the seat of the late colonel Byrd ; where he not only could avail

hin;self of maritime aid in the traiisportation of his army across

the river, but might with facility draw to ium the forty -third regi-

ment, not yet diseml)arked. Here general Arnold, having obtained

pertnission to return to New York, left the army. This step has

been ascribed to two motives, each of which probably had its influ-

ence : the first vvas a j)ro*pPct of a very active ctjmpaign, in the

viqissitudes whereof he might fall into our hands ; and the last, his

own unpleasant situation among the British officers,—always irk-

some to hitn from their objections to his company and control, and

now considerably increai-ed by the reluctance of the oflicers %vho

had served with so much gloi"y and effect in the Carolinas, to receive

orders from a traitor.

Nearly three days were occupied in liie passage of James river
;

although unobstructed by any attempt on our side, and although

facilitated by every exeriinri nu the part of the British navy, and

though all the horses belonging to the army swam the river, more
than two miles wide.

As soon as (he rear division had passed, the main body proceeded

to White Oak swamp, to which place the light troops under Tarle-

ton and Simcoe, had moved (iie day previous. La Fayette, well

informed of the enemy's motions, and prepared for retreat, broke

up from his position below Riciunond, and fell behind the Chicko-

bominy river, in the direction towards Fredericksburg ; for the

double purpose of approximating brigadier Wayne ; on bis march
from the north, and of covering the manufactory of arms in the

vicinity of Falmouth.
The British general followed with zeal and rapidity, and crossed

the Chickohominy at bottom bridge, manifesting his determination

to force La Fayette into battle before his junction with Wayne
;

which certainly ought to have been his primary object, and might

have been effected by his decided superiority in cavalry, augmented
by mounted infantry.
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Ln Fayette felt his extreme inferiority, and used every mean ia

his power to draw to his aid addition-il reinforcements in horse and
foot. To the governor, to Steuhen, to Nelson, and to Weedon, he
applied with zeal bordering on importunity ; and his applications

received, as they merited, dae respect. But the preparations had

been improvidentiy delayed, and the loss of our military stores at

Westha:ii, during /Vrnold's invasion, deprived us of the necessary

arms and equipments ; which, with the removal of families and of

property, practised now in every direction, very much limited llie

effect of the various exertions made to comply with hi« requests.

During the invasion of Leslie, which succeeded that under Mat-
thews, governor Jefferson (in pursuance of the full powers with

which he had been vested by the general assembly) had brought

into the tield some legionary coi ps, under the most approved con-

tinental officers of the Virginia line.

Brigadier Law son, who commanded one of the two brigades of

Virginia militia which behaved so handsomely at the battle of Guil-

ford court house, was ai the head of the strongest of these corps,

having under liim the lieutenant colonels Monroe,* Bannister and

Mercer.t As soon as Leslie abandoned Virginia to join Cornwallis

in South Carolina. Lawson's corps had been disbanded ; by which
means the horse couimmded by Bannister was lost to the state,

when our situation now so pres?ingly required cavalry.

On receiving La Fa\ette's request, brigadier Weedon applied
to lieutenant colonel iMercer, who had served from the tirst year
of the war in the third regiment of Virginia, until the battle of
Monmouth He was then one ot the aids of major general Lee;
and believing his general's suspension from his command both un-

just and unwise, he retired from the profession of arms, for which
he was well qualified, and in which he had acquired, by severe and
active service, considerable proficiency with personal distinction.

This gentleman instantly complied v\ith VVeedon's application ; and
in a iew days raised a troop of dragoons, composed of the youth
of the best families in his neighbourhood, mounted and equipped
at their own expense. With this troop Mercer hastened to the
retiring army,—a small but acceptable aid.

La Fayette, adhering to the example and instructions of Greene,
continued to retreat ; and before Cornwallis reached the Clnrko-
hominy, had passed the Pamunkey, the southern branch of V^ork

river.

In this position he was overtaken by a detachment of the light

troops under lieutenant colonel Tarleton, whose sudden approach
compelled him to form his army for ba'tle. Had this movement of
Taileton been intended as a serious operation, it would have been
adequately supported, and must have termin^ited in the destruction

or dispersion of the American force ; an event full of ill, not only
to the suffering state but to the Union.

* James Monroe, now secretary of state,

t John Mercer, late governor of Maryland.
37
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Wnyne and Steuben never coviM have formed a junction but by

'crossing the Bhie ridj^e, and uniting on its wesiern side. Corn-

vvallis seems to have been sure ot" his meditated victim, if we may
jiidti;e of iiis expt'ctntion from a panigPciph of a letter of his, pub-

lished in doctor llain<ay's history of tlie revolution in South Caro-

lina. wfiereiu he siys. "the buy cannot escape me." Like all sol-

diers over con(i<lent, he contrived to foil Inmself The realiz ition

of this hope was not, indeed, ditficult ; as La Fayette had not pre-

servfd, on his retreat, the distance from his enemy required by

his great inferioriiy.

Hf> was often not more than twenty mih's from the British gen-

eral, who had at his disposal at lea-t one thousand horse and mount-

ed infantry. Putting one soldier behind each of those mounted,

he could by an ea-^y exertion, in any twenty four hours, have

placed two ttiousand veterans, conducted by -killul and experienced

otficers. close to his enemy ; whose attempt to retreat would have

been so embarrassed and delayed as to have given time for the main

body to approach. Then La Fayette's dt.-struction would have been

as easy as inevitable. Whv this plain mode of operation was over-

looked and neglected by Cornwallis, did then and dt)es still excite

the surprise of all intf^lligent soldiers conversant with the transac-

tion Lieutenant colonel Mercer, with his small corps of horse,

joined La Fayette in this critical situation, and was very instrumen-

tal in discovering that the corps under Tarleton was only a large

patrole. The communication of this intelligence repressed those

affli'-ting reflections which this apparent danger could not fail to

create in an officer less penetrating and less anxious than the gallant

La Fayeite.

Tarleton did not continue long in his front, during which time

one of his exploring parties was so fortunate as to intercept a cou-

rier conveying letters from the American general to Greene, Steu-

ben and governor JetTerson. In the letter to Jefferson, the marquis,

as lieutenant colonel Tarleton inform* us, " prophetically declared

that the British success in Virginia resembled the French invasion

and possession of Hanover* in tiie preceding war, and was likely

It is well known that the marshal D'Cstrees was opposed in 1757, to the

duke of Cumberland in Germany; and that passing the river VVeser, he fol-

lowed the duke step bj- step ; overtook him at Hiisteiibek, fought him and beat

him
Marshal Richelieu now succeeded D'Estrees, and pressing the laie victory,

drove the duke upon the mouth of the Elbe, when he surrenr'ereri his army by

convention ; by which means the elei-torate of Planover fell into the possession

of the French

The great Frederick, already in the greatest distress, was in consequence of

the surrender of the duke of Cumberland, more oppressed, as it enabled the

prince of Soubise, at the head of one of the armies closing upon Frederick to

draw a considerable reinforcement from marshal Richelieu. Nevertheless the

king of Prussia fell upon Soubise at Rosbach, and gained a signal victory.

The Hanoverians, encouraged by this event, exeited themselves greatly; and

as the French monarch had not ratified the convention of Closterseven, the

army of the duke was considered as relieved from its conditions, and joined

the Hanoverians. Richelieu was speedidly forced out of Hanover with consid-

orable lots; and the electorate restored to the king of England.
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to have similar consequences, if the government and country would

exert theai'-elves at the prei*ent junctute."

As soon as the British patro'.e drew off, La Fayette broke up,

and abandoning the prott-clion of F^e(le^icki^b^rg, and the m.»nufac-

tory of arms in its neighbourhood, hastened by forced marches

throiijih the western part of Spotsylvania county, across the heaJ
waters of the Jdaltapony. the northern branch of York river, to

gidfi the road on which Wayne was advancing. This unavoidable

deprtrtnre from his original system was executed with mdefttigahle

diligence ; nor did he ever again, during his retreat, risk iiimself

within tw«:>nty miles of his antagonist; so thoroughly had Tarleton's

late upjMoach convinced him of the peril to which he would be
exposed.

Cornwallis persevered in pursuit ; but finding that the distance be-

tween his adversary and himself daily increased, he halt»"d and turn-

ed his 'uind to inferior objects. He had in the former campaign

experienced the iiie'lioacy of pursuing Greene ; and foitietting his

then and presiMit condiiinn, as well as that of Greene and of La Fay-

ette, he de'terniined to struggle no longer to stop tbp junction of the

latter with VV'nyne, but to employ his force in cowering the minj

of the stite, and in destroying all its remaining resources for the

maintenance of armed resistance.

To this decision he seems to have been led by his conviction that

Wavne, united to Li Fayette, diminished so little his ovvn relative

superiority, as to forbid his inattention to other oljrcts dfeme«l by
himself important, while it would increase the chance of striking

bis meditated blow agiin<it both. Two considerations entitled to

weight, supported this decision. The fir-t grew out ot the char-

acter of Wayne, which, after junction with La Fayette could not

but mix itself ill the subsequent operations, he being second in cotn-

muid ; and the last arose from the increase of difficulty in move-
ment, as well as in the procurement of necessary food for man and

horse. He tlierefore turned his attention to the execution of such

plans, as would manifest to the inhabitants their defenceless condi-

tion, and inflame their pas-ion-^ against those entrusted with their

safety, who had thus abandoned them to the enemy.
Although the course adopted by the British general varied mate-

rially from that whieh a just estimate of the conjuncture and of his

ovvn force seemed to dictate, yet it was supported by co<reMt reasons.

Cornwallis might ha\e pursued his flying enemy with increased

vigour, as has been bef )re explained ; and this he ought to have

done, especially after being informed by Tarieton ot the elTect of

his approach. Pressing La Fayette by forced marches, his two
thousand mounted veterans must have ovprtaken ijai before Wayne
joined ; and in the attempt to overtake, by unde'standing the situa-

tion of Wayne, it is possible he might have so operated on La Fay-

ette's anxiety to avoid battle, (by adhering to the intermediate route

between Fayette and Wayne) as to have induced the former to fall off

to his left, placing him-elf t'chind the little mountains ofOr-mge coun-

tv, and yielding up as well his junction with Wayne, as Wayne and
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his detdchment. Thi? lieary sacrifice would have been justified by

the consequent fialvatioii of the -.rmy of La Fayette. B'lt should

La Fayette's jmlgmt-nt and inielhi;. nee have enabled him to avoid

Ihe keen piiisuit, and to have ni de good his junction with Wayne,

his united force wa- ^tlIl so inadequate, that he must persevere in

retreat, wtien that operation wouhl not oidy be rendered more dif-

ficult tha . beforf from his augmentation in force, but also trom tlie

peculiar character of Wayne and the brave corps under his com-

mand. . .

General Wayne had a constitutional attachment to the decision ot

the sword, and this cast of character had acquired strength from

indulgence, as well as from the native temper of the troops he

commanded. They were known by the designation of the line of

Pennsylvania ; whereas they might have been with more propriety

called the line of Ireland.

Bold and daring, they were impatient and refractory ; and would

always prcfep an appe-il to the bayonet, to a toilsome march.

Restless under ihe want of food and whiskey ;
adverse to ab-

sence fioro their baggage ; and attached to the pleasures of the

table ; Wayr.e and his briiiade were more encumbered with wagons

than any equal portion of the army.

The general and his soldiers were singularly fitted for close and

stubborn action, hand to hand, in the centre of the army ; but very

little adapted to tlie prompt and toilsome service to which La Fay-

ette was and must be exposed, so long as the British general con-

tinued to press liim.

Cornwallis therefore did not miscalculate when he presumed that

the junction ot Wayne would increase, rather than diminish, his

chance of bringing his antagonist to action.

Had the Briti>ti general pressed tbi ward, determining never to

stop until he torced his enemy io ttie last appeal. La Fayette or

Wriyne must have f.dlen if severed from each other ; and if united

both miglit i.ave been destroyed 'Jhe Rappahannock lay in their

rear : this river must be passed, and was in various points fordable,

unless swelled by l.dl ot rain. If the Americn army made good

its retreat over the R-ippaUannock, it never could reach the Poto-

mac without a blow ; ami that blow, from the enemy's vast superi-

ority of horse, must havt been fatal.

The deslfuclion ofLaFa\et(c being ac<omplished, the British

general had only to take post on the heights above Stafford court-

house, with his left resting on the village of Falmouth, to secure all

the plenlifiil country in his rear between the two rivers, us well as

that oil the southern margin of the Rappahannock ; and to establish a

convenient communication witli such portion of his fleet as he might
req-ure to be sent up the Potomac.

This course of operations was however happily omitted, and
another was adopted, very unlike the adventurous and decisive

policy which had heretofore uniloimly distinguished lord Corn-
wallis.

It appears us if sir Henry Clinton had contemplated ordering the



Southern Department of the United States. 295

Virginia army to the head of the Chesapeake, to which, it seems,

he was encouPHged by a contidence that in Maryland, in Pennsyl-

vania, and in a portion ot Virginia on the upper Potomac, he should

find a large body of determined friends.

The evidence which supported this impression remains unascer-

tained As far as American information can be relied upon, we
may venture to conclude that the British commander in chief was

very much misinformed. Some Iriflmg districts in parts of Mary-

land, and a small portion of the county of Hampshire in Virginia,

was believed to be well affected to Great Britain ; but if all the dis-

affected in both slates had been united in any one spot, they would

have presented but an inconsiderable allurement to the formation

of a plan like that supposed to be entertained by sir Henry Clinton.

Whatever might have been the British general's intelligence and

views, it is very evident, from his letters to lord Cornwaliis, that

he inclined very much to hold his lordship near to Hampton Koads,

for the protection of such f the British navy as should be employed

within the capes of Virginia, and with the design of pushing solid

operations at the head of the Chesapeake, as soon as every appre-

hension of interruption from the French navy should cease.

Considerations, drawn from due respect to the plan of his chief,

no doubt contributed to turn lord Cornwaliis from the splendid

prospect before him.

The Bri'ish general having decided on his course, made two con-

siderable detachments from his army while encamped in the county

ef Hanover, for the purpose of destroying our magazines at the

Point of Fork,* under the protection of baron Steuben iviththeraw

levys under him, and of seizing the governor and the members of

the general assembly of the Commonwealth convened at Charlotte-

ville, a small town on the western side of the Rivannah, the north-

ern branch of James river.

Lieutenant colonel Simcoe commanded one of these detachments,

composed of the Queen's rangers (horse and foot) and the yagers,

amounting to five hundred men ; while the other, consisting of the

legion and one company of the twenty-third regiment, was placed

under the orders of lieutenant colonel Tarleton.

Simcoe was directed to fall upon the baron if practicable ; at all

events to force him across the Fluvannah, the southern branch of

James rivpr, and to destroy our magazines ; while Tarleton was

charged with the interception of the governor and general assembly,

and with the destruction of all military stores and other resources

uece-sary for the maintenance of the war on his route.

These enterprising officers took their parts with their accustomed

vigour.

Rpcrossing the two branches of the Pamunkey, Sim^'oe pro-

ceeded on the direct route to the Point of Fork, and Tarleton

moved on the road to Louisa court-house.

* The Point of Fork is the tonguR of land made by the Rivannah and Flu-

vannah rivers at their confluence, when the onited streams take the name of

James river.
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Cornwallis, with the main body, followed on the route of Simcoe.

The former officer conducted his m.irch with the utmost sf-crecy
;

and, by det-iiningus prisoners all whom he overtook, he concerilt'd his

advance from the baron. Although unapprised of the intended at-

t;u;k upon bis own post, Steuben became acquainted with the move-

ment of Tarleton. In consequence of this information he en<;a<£ed

nith diligence in removing our stores of every sort to the jouthern

banks of the Fluvannah : which being done, he passed the river

with his corps, securins^ all the boats on its south side Simcoe

reached the Point ol Fork about the conclusion of the barons pas-

sage over the river, and captured a few of our troops waiting for

the return of some of the boats. Chagrined at this disappointment,

the British commander determined to recover by strata<i;em what he

had lost by his enemy's foresight. lie encamped on the heights

opposite to our camp, and by the number of his fires suggested to

the baron tlie probability that tiie whole I>ritish army was only di-

vided from biuj by the river. Thus impressed, and knowing that

the corps of Tarb-ton was on his left, Sleubcn believed himself io

be in imminent danger, and decided on saving his c rp* by the

sicritire of tiis stores. During 'he night the baion drew off. and,

marching diligently, placed himself thirty miles from hi,- foe. As
soon as Simcoe perceived the next mornmg that the baron had de-

camped, he detached captain Stevenson witli a section of light infan-

trv and cornet \Volspy with four dragoons across the river in ca-

noes ; the first to destroy our stores, and the second, by mounting

his dragoons on such horses as he could procure, to patrole some

miles on the route of the baron to preserve the appearance of con-

tinuation of pursuit. VVolsey's advance had the desired efi'ect.

One of the baron's exploring parlies fell in with him, and presuming

that he was the precurj'or to the light corps, retired precipitately

to the baron with information of the occurrence. Our corps waS

immediately put in motion, and retired still further from the river.

Nor would the baron have halted until he reached general Greene,

but for orders from Greene directing him to return to Fayette.

Most of the arms found were muskets out of repair : they were
however destroyed, as were the other military stores, except some
brass cannon and mortars, which were mounted on carriages and

Conveyed to fqe British h.^adquarters.*

Lieutenant colonel Tarleton leaving the neighbourhood of Loui-^a

court house about two in the morning, having rested his corps only

three homs, pursued his marrh with vigour.

Unluckily for Greene's distressed army, Tarleton overtook twelve

wagons laden with clothing, under a weak guard, proceeding south.

These were in-tantly taken and burnt. The British lieutenant

colonel, knowing that his success depended on his activity, con-

tinued his march with diligence : but hearing that some ofour influen-

tial citizens,— refugees from the lower country,—resided at Dr.

•This account of feimcoe's expedition, Mr. Jfiffprson evidently misapprehcndefl
;

as it agrees with his own. See his letter of the I5th and 30lii May, ante.—Ed.
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Walker's, and at Mr. John Walker's, whose houses were near his

route, he injudiciously determined to spare the time necessary for

the capture of all who might be found at the two houses. Detaching

captain Kinloch with one troop for the purpose of securing those

at Mr. John Walker's, he went himself to the doctor's, where he
mide prisoner Mr. John Simms, of Hanover, brother to Patrick

Henry, (a member of thesenaie, and first governor of the state,) with

other gentlemen.

Captain Kinloch was equally successful.* He surprised and took

three of our citizens,—Francis Kinloch, a member of congress

from South Carolina, and William and Kobert Nelson, brothers to

general Nelson, all intluential citizens ; and who suspecting the

ap|)ro»<;h of parlies of the enemy had taken measures for their

safety, wLich by the addres^s and rapid advance of the British cap-

tain were rendered unavailing. This waste of time saved the mem-
bers of the assembly. Belore the British cavalry reached Walker's,

Mr. Joiiitte, a private gcnileman, luckily descried them ; and has-

tened by a disused road to Ciiiirlotteville to alarm the general as-

sembly, believuii; their capture to be the enemy's object.

Tarlelon spent some time in resting his horses, and in paroling

such of his prisoners as he chose to indulge with iheir paroles.

Then resuminir his march, he advanced with ardour upon Char-
lotteville ; not doubting, as he had marched seventy miles in twen-
ty-four hours, tiiat his success would be complete.

Nor could he have been disappointed, had he not halted at Walk-
er's : for active and anxious as uas Mr. Jouitte to oul-frip the ene-

my, he would probably have failed but for raileton's diversion to

a secondary object; or even if he had been so fortunfUe as to pre-

cede the British coiosiel, the few minutes' notice would have been
insutlicient to secure a general escape.

As booij as Tarieton's van reached the Rivanna, it pressed for-

ward in tu!i charge Ihrougii the river, followed by the main body.

A small <iuard posted on the western bank was overpowered, and
the enemy with concurring celerity fell upon the towu. Jouitte

had previously arrived, and the assembly adjourning immediately,

its members hastened awsy. A few of these gentlemen were ne-

vertheless taken, as were sever^il officers and soldiers. All our
stores at this place, consisting of four hundred pounds of powder,
one thousand sland of arais (manut'actured in the armoiy near Fal-

mouth), a quantity of tobacco, ^ind some clothing provided for the

Southern army, weie destroyed. The Biitish troops taken at

Saratoga weni cantoned in the neighbourhood of this village, and
many of the soldi.;rs were permitted to labour for their own emol-
ument in the vicinity ot ihe tiarriioks. Of th'-se twenty joined the

British lieutenant colonel in the few hours he continued in Char-
lotteville.

* This officer was a near relation to Francis Kinloch, member of congress.
When he lel't England for Atiinrica he tolil their common relntion*, fiiiiihe

should certainly capture his cousin ; which prediction was now verified, impro-
bable as it was.
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The attempt to t;ike the governor, who was at hU house in wight

of the town, failed Ap(jri>cd of the approa'^h of tlio dr.tgoons,

he very readily saved himself hy tak'tig shelter in an adj iceni spur
of the mountains.

Lieutenant colonel Tarleton leaving Charlottevi'le in the after-

noon, proceeded down the Hivann.i towards the Point of Fork, in

the neighbourhood whereof lord Cornwallis had arrived with the

main body.

La Fayette did not intermit retreat until he parsed the Rapidan,
the southern branch of the Rappahannock, in a few days at'ter-

wards the corps under Wayne, between eight and nine hundred
strong, joined him.

Soon after Tarleton's return to lord Cornwallls, his corps was
reinforced by the seventy-sixth regiment, coniminded by major
Needham, and the lieutenant colonel leceived orders to mount the

seventy-sixth, and to prepare for another expfdition.* By refer-

ence to lord Coriiwallis's instructions, published lu Tar'eton's Cam-

* Copy of a letterfrom earl Cornwallis to lieutenant colonel Tarleton,

Jefferson's Plantation, June 9th, 1781.

Dear Tarletow :

You will proteeH with the detachment of cavalry and mounted infantry under
youi coininaiid, before day brenk to-morrow morning, to Albemarle ol ' court-

house, where you willdes-tioy nny stores you nuiy find. It you then heiir of

no other stores of any consequence on this side the Fluvannah, and tlie barou
Steuben should still be on the other side, you will cross that river, and make
it your principal object to strike a blow at baron Steuben ; as th" corps under
his command consists nf part of the new levies, and is the foundation on which the

body of the eighteen month's men, lately voted by the province o( Virginia, will

be formed. It will be of the utmost importance to defeat and destroy it : 1 shall,

therefore, v/ish you to take every means in your power of effecting this service,

if you should see a probability of success. I likewise recommend it to you to

destroy all the enemy's stores and tobacco between James river and the Dan
;

and if there should be a quantity of provisions or corn collected at a private

house, I would have you destroy it, even although there should be no proof of
its being intended for the public service, leaving enough for the support of the

family ; as there is the greatest reason to apprehend that such provisions will

be ultimately appropriat^n by the eneiny to the use of general Greene's army,
which, from the present state of the Carolinas, must depend on this proviuce

for its supplies.

I shall proceed by easy marches to Richmond, and it will probably be a busi-

ness of eight or nine days from this time before i can get up my boats to that

place to receive you ; so that you may very well employ that time on your ex-

pedition. As it is very probablethat some of the light troops of general Greene's

army may be on their march to this country, you will do all you can to procur«

intelligence of their route. I need not tell you of what importance it will be

to intercept ihem, or any prisoners of ours from South Carolina.

I would have all persons of consequence, eit4ier civil or military, brought

to me before they are paroled. Most sincerely wishing you success, and plac-

ing the greatest confidenca in your zeal and abilities, I am, with great truth

and regard,

Dear Tarleton,

Most faithfully yours,

CORr*WALLIS.
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paigns, the destruction of our stores at Albemarle Old Court house,

the pursuit and dispersion of the corps of Steuben, and the inter-

ception of some ligtit troops believed to be on their march from the

army of Greene to reinforce Lh Fa^'Cite, consiiiuted the objects of

the mtendeW enterprise. Lieutenant colonel Taileton was directed,

after completing his expedition, to take the route on the south side

of James river to the town of Manchester, where boats would be.

provided to transport himseif and corps across ihe river to Richmond,

to which filace the British general intended to proceed.

La Fay'ette, having effected his junction with Wayne, lost no

time in recrossmg the Rapidan, and advancing towards the ene-

my—of whose proceedings he was regularly advised, and whose
present position was ascertained. Penetrating into the most prom-

inent of his lordship's d-^signs, the American general took the re-

solution of interrupting their execution. With this view he moved
towards Albemarle Old Court house, holding himself convenient

to the upper country. Cornwallis, apprised as well of the junc-

tion of Wayne as of the direction of La Fayette's course of march,

did not doubt but that the preservation of the stores at Albemarle

Old Court-house, and the safety of the corps of Steuben, alike en-

gaged his adversary's intention. Willing that he should proceed oa
his experiment, the British general hi-ld back lieutenant colonel

Tarleton, who was now ready for the intended expedition, and

continued in his position at Jelferson's plantation, convenient to his

adversary's presumed route, with a detachment to fall upon him in

his progress. La Fayette's discernment and activity baffli^d com-
pletely these views. Turning into a ditficult and unfrequented road,

which not only shortened his distance to the point in view, but

threw him further from the enemy, he crossed the Rivannah before

the British general was acquainted with his having reached it ; and

taking po-^t behind Mechunk creek, sat down on the direct route

from the British camp to Albemarle Old Court hou«e. Here he

was reinforced by colonel Campbell, one of the heroes of King's

Mountain, with his brave ritle militia. The expedition, for the ex-

ecution of which Tarleton was prepared, was relinquished ; and the

British general, drawing in his van corps, fell back on the ensuing

day towards Richmond.
Notwithstanding the junction of Wayne, and the reinforcement

under Campbell, the British general continued to possess a decided

superiority of force, not only in quality but in number. Steuben

was still at a distance from La Fayette, and the destruction of the

last would not fail in being followed by that of the first

What reasons operated on lord Cornwallis to induce him now to

retire, when so many considerations urged his advance, remain un-

ascertained. Certainly he must have acted in obedience to orders

which have never yet been fully promulgated.

He was the same general who had attacked Gates at the head of

a very superior army, and who afterwards fought Greene, though

nearly double his number. In both instances he risked his owi de-

struction, and, although victorious in the issue, was upon both oc-

oasions on the threshold of ruin.

38
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Now when victory was certiiin, when serious injury to himself

WHJ impracticable, and when his vast power in horse assured to

him tlie complele improvement of succe!»s, he resigns his spirit of

enterprise, and permits his inferior foe to enjoy undisturbed repose.

This ch.inge in comlucl mu^t be ascribed to the interference of

his super, or ; and Cornwallis's letter of the 2t)th of May,* to the

Brilisli commander in chief, salisl'actorily evinces ttiat his present

operations were intended to be exirenifly limited lieing subordinate

to some grand design conceived by sir Henry Clinton to be exe-

cuted within the year.t The retre:U of the British general was

soon known in the American camp, and La Fayette put his army in

motion Pleasing as was this unexpected turn in the enemy's

course, the American general followed him wilh great circumspec-

tion, boldinii his main body between twenty and thirty miles in the

te^i of" the foe, and feliug Ins way in front and fl.ink with Ins ca-

valry and iriemen. Lieuten^int colonel 'i'arlelon, with the legion,

strengthened by the seventy -sixth n tiimenl, was chargpd with the

rear and one ll.tnk of the retiring army, while its other flank was

committed to Simcoe at the head of the Queen's rangers.

Coinwjiiis, secure fiom insult or surprise, had the force and

views of La Fayette encouraged such attempts, proceeded by slow

and convenient marches, without making a single effort to strike his

enemy On the 15t!i of June the British general reached West-

bam, and on the subsequent d^-y entered Richmond, where he

halted.

La F;iyette, preserving his usual distance, continued to follow in

tbp Briti-h rear; and, during the ennmy's halt in Richmond, took a

strong position on Allen's cieek, in the county of Goochland, twenty-

two miles fiom Cornwallis, detaching his light troops close to the

* Copy of a klter from earl CornwaUis to sir Henry Clinto?i.

Byrcfs planlalion, James Rirer, 2&lh May, 1781.

The arrival of the reinforrement lias marie me eas}' about Portsniouih for the

present 1 liHve sent gfiiieral Leslie thither with the seventeenth regiment and

the two battalions o'" Ans^p^ch, keeping the forty-third with the army. I shall

now proceed to disloflge La FayellK from Kicliniond ; and, with my light troops,

to destroy any magazines or stores in the neighbourhood, which may have been

collected eiitn'r for iiiti use or general Gieene's army. From thence I propose to

move to tlie neck of Willianisburgh, which is represented as healthy, and where

some sub>i»tcnce may be procured ; and keep myself unengaged from opera-

tions which might interfere witli your plan for the campaign, until I have the

satisfaction of hearing from you. I hope I shall then have an opportunity to

receive better inf'rmation than ha.s hitherto been In my power to procure, rela-

tive to a piopei hnrboiu aiKi place of arms. At present I am inclined to think well

of York. The objections to Portsmouth are, that it c=oinot be made strong, with-

out nn aimy to defend it ; that it is remarkably unhealthy, and can give no

protection to a ship of the line Wayne iias net yet joined La F'ayette ; nor

can I po-irively learn where he is, nor what is his force. Greene's cavalry are

said to be coming this way ; but I have no certain accounts of it.

t .Sir Henry Clinton, apprehending a combined attack by the American and
French foices on his own position at New York, had required of lord Corn-
walliaa reinforcement of 3(100 men ; and had advised him to occupy and fortify a

post oil the Chesapeake. See his letter to lord G. Germain, 12ih May, 1781.—Ed.
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enemy's advanced poets—the one at Westb^m, commanded by Sim-
coe, and tbe otber at the Meadow Bridge, under the orders ofbeu-
tenant colonel Tarleton. On the loth, Tarleton beIievin<T, frotn
the intelligence he had ;icq!iired, the position of ihe corps under
brigadier Muhlenborgh—po-sted some lUlle distance in front and to
the Inftofthe main body—vulnerable, made a sodden movement from
the Jleadovv Bridge to beat up his quarters. But, although his ad-
vance was secret, the brigadier gained timely information of his ap-
proach ; and, falling back upon La Favette, met a detachment under
general VV^ayne sent to iiis stjpport. As soon as Tarleton dist-ove-ed
the movement of Muhlenbeigh, he returned to hi^ post. While
engaged in this operation, lieutenant colonel Mercer with his Uoop
of horse passed in the enemy's rear, and reconnoitred, l)y order (»f

his general, the position of lord CornwalH*, ^n,a nped on the hTights
of Richmond On his return Mercer feil in with one of I'ailetoii's

patroles of horse, wliicli was lcii<weu, and conveyed to the American
camp.

Tiiis ivas the only advantage of the sort as yet obtained by our
army. during the.-e active operations.

The Briiish genera! halted but a few days in Richmond, and re-

sumed his mirch for Portsmouth, in pursuance of sir ilenry Clin-

ton's instruc'ions, as aro plainly to be inl'i^rred from the letter of
lord Cornw illis of the 26'ii of M:^y. Talimg the direct route to

Willictmsburgh, and consulting as heretofore, in his progress the
ease of bis troops, he encamped in that city on the 25tb.

La Fayette, while in bis ciuip above Richmond, was joined by tbe

baron with liis corps of levies, about six hundred. This acce-ssiou

of force increased bis army to between four and five thousand, of

which two thousand one hundred were resiulars, and dt'teen hundred
of these W'^re veteran troops. The residue were composed of
different corps of militia, better fitted for service than usual, as

most of tbe higher grades were filled by continental officers. Still

we were inferior in numbers to the enemy by a third, and very d' fi-

cient in cavalry, in which tbe Briiish general continued to excel.

Informed oflord Cornwallis's continued retreat. La Fayette followed,
and pissing Richmond reached on the third evening Nevy Kent
Court-house, from which place the British general had moved in

the morning of the previous da}'.

Hence tbe American headquarters were transferred to Tyre's
plantation, twenty miles from VVilliamsburgh.

During this march no attempt was made by either general to dis-

turb the o»her ; a game of all others tbe most to be desired by La
Fayette, as the campaign was wa-^ting without improvement by his

superior foe. While in his camp before Williamsburgh, the British

general learnt that we had some boats and stores on the Chicka-
hominy river. Hither he detached lieutenant colonel Simcoe with
his corps and the yagers to destroy them. This service was
promptly performed : but the American general, having discovered
from his exploring parties the march of Simcoe, detached on the
26th lieutenant colonel Butler, of the Pennsylvania line, the second
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and rival of Morgan at Saratoga.* The riflp corps under the ma-

jors Call ami Willis, and the cavalry, which did not in the whole

exceed one hundred and twenty eflVctives. composed Butler's van.

Major M'Pherson, of Pennsylvania, led this corps ; and having

mounted some infantry behind the remnant of Armand's dragoons,

ov< rtook Simroe on his return near Spencer's plantation, six or

seven (iiiles above Williamshurgh The suddenness of M'Pherson's

attack threw the yagers into confusion ; but tlie Queen's rangers

quickly deployed, and advanced to their support.

Call and Wilhs had now got up to M'Pherson with their riflemen,

and the conflict became fierce. Lieutennnt Lollar, at the head of a

squadron of Simcoe's hussars, fell on Armand's remnant and drove

it out of line, mikinji lieutenant Breso and some privates prisoners.

Following his blow, Lollar turned upon our riflemen, tl.en pressing

upon the Queen's rangers, and at the same moment captain Ogilvie, of

the legion cavalry,—who had been sent that morning trom camp with

one troop for the collection of forage,—accideucly appeared on our

left flank. The rifle corps fell back in confusion upon Butler, drawn

up in the rear with his continentals. Satisfied with the repulse of

the assailing troops, liiuitenar.t colonel Simcoe began to retire ; nor

was he further pressed by Butler, as Cornwalbs had moved with

the main body on hearing ibe firsi fire, to shield Simcoe. La Fay-

ette clainnd th^ advantage in this rencontre, and states his enemy's

loss to be sixty killed and one hundred wounded ; whereas lord

Cornwallis arknonledges the loss of only three officers and thirty

privates, killed and wounded Among the former was lieutenant

Jones, a much admired young officer.

Our loss in killed and wounded does not appear in the report of

La Fayette ; but three othcers and twenty -eight privates were

taken.

Here was a second opportunity presented of attacking our army,

and like the first it was not seized. Nothing was more feasible, as

Cornwallis had moved his whole force, than for him to have turned

Simcoe's hors(* and foot upon Butler. Following clo>e in the rear,

La Favette must h.ve sacrificed this corps, or risked battle. The
latter ivould havp taken place, as Wayne had moved to support

Butler, and would have re iched our advance about the time ot the

suggested movement upon our light corps t

The British general returned to Williamshurgh, preparing for

his passai^e of James river ; and La Fayette resumed his position at.

Tyre's plantation, waiting the motions of Cornwaliis.

Sir henry Clinton, from the moment he perused Washington's

letters, imparting to Coi.gress the result of his conference wish count

Rochamhf-au, (which had been intercepted by one of the British

geLt^ral's parties, ^ seems to have been persuaded that a formidable

* This excellent officer passfH through the war with distinction. He was em-
ployed by general Washington as next in cr.minand to St. Clair, in whose laial

defeat he fell.—Ed.

i No doubt the intention of reinforcing Sir Henry Clinton produced this

suspence and inactivity.— Ed.
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combined attack upon New York by the allies was not only con-

tenii'lnted. but certain ; and as early as the 1 1th of June, he cotn-

mu'iicaled his conviction of such an intention to earl Cornwallis,

and required him to occupy some salubriou* situation about VVil-

lianisburgh or York Town, calculated for the d«^fensive and con-

venient to de ultory maritime expeditions up the rivers of Virgmia,

for the destrucfion of our remaming stores and resdurres. As soon

as this was accomplished, earl Cornwallis was ordered to return to

sir Henry the Queen's rangers, the remnant of tiie seventeenth dra-

goons, two batt dions of liiiht infantry, two of Anspach, the forty-third

and seventy sixth or eightieth regiments.

It appears that subsequent to the issue of this order, the British

commander in chief,* availing him«elf of water conveyance, contem-

plated striking at Philadelphia vvith the corps to be detached by
Cornwallis, as it proceeded to New York, for the purpose of de-

stroying the continental supplies collected in that city.

No doubt earl Cornwallis, feeling himself bound to give effect to

his general's views, did not risk any operations which might pro-

duce delay in his movement to Portsmouth, which seems to have
been the place preferretl by himseJf for the embarkation of the

troops demanded : wherea* sir Henry Clinton's instructions pointed

out Williamsliurgh or York as the place of arms in hi-> judgment

best calculated to answer the intended purposes. Certaitoly lord

Cornwallis might and ou2;ht to have adopted the plan proposed by

Clinton ; as it was very e.isy to hive withdrawn the garrison from

Portsmouth, a post held contrary to his lordship's advice ; to have

brought it up to him either on James or York river, and in the

same transports to have forwarded the required corps to New York.

Nor would this operation have consumed the time which his passage

of James river and march to Portsmouth required. He might too

have combmed with this system the destruction of La Fayette,

hitherto omitted, though required by the most powerful conside-

rations.

Believing the course originally adopted as that most likely to

effect with celerity the object of the commander in chief, Cornwal-

lis, after some deliberation as to its ch inge, persevered.

Halting eight or nine days in Wdliam*burgh, his lordship de-

camped on the 4th of July, having, after examining the river at

Burwell's ferrv and James City island, decided to pass it at the

latter place. On the same evening he reached the island, and the

British advance, consisting of the Q,ueen's rangers under lieutenant

colonel Simcoe, passed the river On the 5th, the wheel carriages

of every sort were transported across ; as were, on the subsequent

day, the baggage and bat horses. Cornwallis meant to have passed

with the army on the 7th.

La Fayette did not doubt the intention of his adversary, and was

much inclined to fall upon his rear when a major part of the army
should have passed or was passing the river. To enable him to

* See his letter, page 308.
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m-.<nage fliis delicate mnmrnvre witli nccnracj and precision, every

efforl was essayed by Li Fayetfft's cx[)lorir)g parties to udderwland

distinctly the steps taken by his lordship. Lieutenant colonel Mer-

cer being;, ainonsj others, employed with his dragoons in this ser-

vice, made, diiii[ii^ tiie ni^ht ot the 3d, a circ'iitous nnarch, and

gained liy the dawn of ilay the ris^ht tiarik ot" the eneiny Mercer
discovered that the Briii.^li general had jast moved, and very quickly

advised his commander of tlie event.

La Fayette put his army m motion on the same afternoon, and

discontinuing his former caution, «Ht down on the evening ot the 6th

within eight miles of the foe. A dangerous advjnture, but in its

issue safe, so turned wa^ Cornwallis iVom his former habit.

On the morning of the 6tli the American general prepared to ad-

vance, believing that the hour was at hand tor his meditated blow,

as he had been accurately informed of the passage of troops on tlie

4th, and the contiaued crossing and recrossing of the boats ever

since.

Mercer, with a party of hi^! troop, was in advance for the purpose

of procuring mtelligence ; and coming suddenly upon the mansion

of Greens[)ring,* saw a negro, by whom he was told that lieutenant

colonel Tarleton quartered there, and was in the spring- house in

the yard ; and that lord Cornwallis was at the church, not more

than one mile in front. Satisried from what he had leanit of the

negro, as we!! of the danger which awaited his party, as of the

proximity of the Britisli army, Mercer turned his horse to retire
;

when he found hi'.nself nearly closed up by a party of the enemy's

dragoons pressing forward to intercept him. By changing his course,

however, he avoided bis pursuers, and in a few minutes rejoined

his troop, concealed in a distant wood ;—whence he r.^paircd to-

ward the army, to communicate t!)e intelligence to the general.

About eleven o'clock he met him advancing at the head of his

troops, prepared for battle, and sanguine in the expectation that

he should get up in time to fall upon the remains of the enemy on

this side of tie river.

The intelligence derived from Mercer produced a pause, and ex-

cited doubts as to the conduct to be pursued. At length La Fayette

determined to proceed as far as Greensprin^, the place which Mer-

cer had visited in tlie morning, and where he acquired the informa-

tion just imparted.

On approaching the house he learned that the enemy had moved

towards tlie island ; and two intelligent young dragoons now rtjoined,

who had been sent to the river with glasses, to attend to the passage

of the enemy across it.j Their report concurred in supporting the

opinion heretofore entertained ; and which, though suspended by

Mercer's intelligence, still existed. In fact, it comported with the

•The scat of sir Williann Berkeley, formerly governor of Virginia ; and after-

wards of I'liilip LuHwell, one of the king's council, from whom it tiesceiided to

the lite William Lee, sheriff of London, under the famous Wilkes.

tBushrod Washington, now jiulge, and Lndwell Lee, late sjieaker of th*

senate of Virgini;i
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inclination of officers and soldiers; and brigadier Wayne, disquieted as

he always was by losing a chance othnttle, declared his conviction
that the intelligence received from lieutenant colonel Mercer ap-
plied only to a covering part}-*, which would not fail to escape if our
advance . as Ioniser delayed.

The Annencan conimander, indulging his desire to finish his toil-

some and cautions operations by a happy blow, came into the opin-
ion of Wayne, and began to make his final arrangements for close
pursuit.

The British general, sage and experienced, had presumed (hat

the opportunity which his crossing James river could not fail to

pr^'sent, would be seized by his enemy for the indulgence of that
ardour natural to the season of youth, and which the enterprising
La Fayette never ceased to feel, although be had foV a lime coo-
trolled it. He heard with pleasure that his ailversary was thawing
near, and took his measures to encourage the adventurous spirit

which seeujed now to sway him, with the resolution of turning it

to his advantage. Holding his troojts compact, covering as little

ground as possible in his march and in his canip ; he gave orders
for his piquets to fall back with the ai)pearance of alarm and confu-
sion, as soon as they should be seriously struck.

The ground m front of Greenspring, where by this time the-

whole Atneiicnn army had arrived, is low, wet and sunken, re-

cldimed by ditches which intersect it in various directions. This
sunken ground extends for a considerable distance above and below
the house, and is neaily a quarter of a mile wiile. As soon a» you
pass through it you entf r the road from Williamsburg, on which the
enemy marched, and whirh runs for a considerable distance parallel

with the low ground. From the house to the road, across the low
grojind, a cau«evvay * had been formed by the proprietor of Green-
spring, and jireseuled the only practicable route for troop?;. La
Fayette must pa>;s along lhi«; caustwjiy on his advance to the island;

and t^very step he proceeded after leaving it, put him ruore and
more in the jiower ol' his prepared enemy.
The American general, by design probably, did not move from

Greenspiing until the hour of three m the afternoon; inasmuch as

the remaining part of the evening gave sullicient day-light for the
execution of his plan, if only a strong covering party of the enemy
should be found on this side of the river ; and the quicker darkness
approached the more acceptable, should he stumble upon Cornwal-
lis and his army.
The ride corps under Call and Willis, preceded by a patrol of

dragoons, forn.ed our front, and after crossing the low ground,
halted in a wood contiguous to the road The cavalry of Armand
and of Mercer, led by m tjor M'Fherson, followed the rifle corps,
supported by the continental infantry under Wayne.

* La Fayette moved from Greenspring at three ; and so much time was con-
sumed in passing this defile, thai hi^ main bodv dii. not get up with the enem}'
encamped not more than one ijiile ann a half dit^tant, un'il neat sunset; whicli
effect shows, in a military point of view, the disadvantages eventually accruing
from the interposition of this defile.
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Steuben, with the militia, fonnptl llie reserve, and continued oa

the ground at Greetisprinsi, severed from tbe acting corps by the

low ground. This disposition inanile-ts that Lt Fayette calculated

only on meeting with a covering party easy of conquest ;
as other-

nise he would never have interposed the difficult defile just men-

tioned between the two divisions of his force.

As soon as the column reached the road, the rifle corps were

thrown upon our flanks, and the horse continued to advance on the

road

We had not moved a mile before our van patrol of horse receiv-

ed a desultory fire from the enemy's yatrers, and fell back upon

M'Pherson. This officer communicated the occurrence to the

commander, who answered by ordering lieutenant colonel Mercer

and himself to le;)ve the cavalry and to take charge of the nfle

corps. Mercer led that on the risih , and M'Pherson th it on the

left. We very soon approached the enemy s piquets, vThich were

briskly attacked, and losing some of their men killed, wounded and

taken,' fell back in confusion upon the legion horse, drawn up in an

open field three hundred yards behind the front piquets. Our

cavalry now came up ; that of Armand joined M'Pherson, and the

Virginia troop joitud Mercer.
Emboldened by their successful onset, Mercer and M'Pherson

continued to advance, and look post in a ditch under cover of a rail

fence. From hence was plainly discerned a line of infantry posted

on the flanks of the horse. Our rifle corps recommenced their

fire, and were soon afterwards joined by major Galvan, with a bat-

talion of the continental infantry, who w;is followed by major Willis,

of Connecticut, with another battalion of infantry, and captain

Savage with two field pieres. Galvan, Mercer and M'Pherson

maintained the conflict with spirit ag;iinst the enemy, now advancing

in body under lieutenant colonel Yorke, supported by three pieces

of artillery.

The conflict was keenly maintained for some minutes, when the

rifle corps broke. Lieutenant colonel Mercer having his horse

killed, remounted another, and drawing off" his troop of dragoons,

fell back upon Wayne, who was formed in close order in the adja-

cent wood. Galvan and Willis, with their light infantry, retired

soon after the rifle corps dispersed ; as did also captain Savage with

our two pieces. Cornwallis pressed forward in two lines, his right

wing under lieutenant colonel Yorke, pushing the light infantry,

while his left under lieutenant colonel Dondas advanced upon

Wayne ; who never indisposed to try the bayonet, gave orders to

charge, which, though often repeated, was from the thickness of

the wood and his own close order unexecuted, and the battle con-

tinued warmly maintained by a close fire. La Fayette early in the

action began to apprehend that the expected covering party would

turn out to be the British army, and took his measures to ascertain

the fact. He became soon convinced from his own examination

that he had been entirely mistaken, and immediately hastened to

driiiW off his troops Wayne was now closely engaged, and his
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flanks nearly enveloped. He was ordered to fall back (o our se-

cond line of continenlals, arrayed a half a mile in his rear. This

Whs instantly executed through the favour of a dark night, with the

loss of our two field pieces ; and Wayne having joined the -econd

line, our whole dftachment continuing to retire, recrossed th^ ra-

vine, and proceeded with the reserve six miles in the rear of Green-

spring ; where La Fayette, finding the enemy did not pursue, en-

camped for the :tight.

We lost of Oiir continentals one hundred and eighteen, in killed,

wounded and prisoners, ot which ten were officers. Our loss of

rifle militia was never ascertained. The British suffered much
less, having lost only five officers and seventy privates.

The marquis's postponement of his march to the evening was
in its tffect most fortunate. One hour more of daylight must have

produced the most disastrous conclusion. Lord Cornwallis in his

official letter, considers one half hour only, to have been enough

for his purpose. No pursuit was even attempted on the part of

the conqueror, but he returned immediately after the action termi-

nated to his camp. At the break of day lieutenant colonel Tarle-

ton, with his cavalry and some mounted infantry, by the order of

the general, fellowid our army ; and captam Champagne, with

three companies of light infantry, moved to support hira.

After passing the defiie in front of Greenspring, Tarleton fell in

with one of our patrols of mounted riflemen, which he drove in

upon La Fayetle, killing some and wounding others. The marquis

was still in the j)Osition he had taken the night before ; and had

Cornwalli- moved at the same hour with his cavalry, he might

have inflicted the heavy blow, from whose crush we had so happily

escaped the evening before. But after some consultation, after

the action, upon the course to be pursued, be concluded it expe-

dient to pass the river and hasten to Portsmouth, for the purpose

of emf>aiking the troops called fjr by the commander in chief.

During the 7th and yih, the Briii-h army crossed to the southern

shore ; and on the 9lh lord Cornwallis detached lieutenant colonel

Tarleton, with his cavalry and eighty mounted infantry, to New
London in the county of Bedford, adjoining the Blue Ri'ige, and at

least two hundred miles from any possible support. This perilous

expedition was planned for the purpose of destroying some collec-

tions of stores said to be in that district for the army of Greene,

and for the interception of some of the light troops believed to be

moving from the southern army to the assistance of La Fayette.

Tarleton passed through Petersburg on the 9lh, and proceeded

with expedition to Prince Edward, where he expected to find our

principal magazines He was disappointed ;—all our stores at this

place had been for some time forwarded to the South.

Continuing his march, he soon reached Bedford county, where

he halted for two days, but met with no stores of any consequence,

nor could he learn of the advance of any of the light troops from

the South. On the contrary he was informed, that general Greene

was before Ninety-Six, pursuing with his whole farce the object

of his movement into South Carolina.

39



T̂
6 Memoirs of the War in the

Turning towards the seaboard, the British offi er returned unhurt

on the 15th da^ from his departure, and joined lord Cornwallis at

Sufl'oik ; where his lordship, having detached llie reintbrcenrjent

required by the commander in chief to Portsmouth ior embarka-

tion, waited for the rejunction of the light corps. As soon as this

took place, the British general moved to Portsmouth, and encamped

with Hh infantry in fionl of his work- ; the cavalry passed Eliza-

beth river and were c-mtoned in the county of Princess Ann, where

wholesome and abundaiit subsistence for man and horse was to be

found on erery plantation.

La Fayette received, on the day after his repulse, a handsome

squadron of drasjoon? under captain Moore from the town of B.ilti-

more ; and retired with most of his army to the forks of York

river, having dismissed all his militia.

Thus was concluded the summer campaign of lord Cornwallis in

Vir<^inia. For eight or nine weeks he had been engaged in the

most active movements, at the head of an army completely tilted

for the arduous scenes of war, warmly attached to its general, con-

scious and proud of its own ability, and ready to encounter every

danger uid dirticulty to give success to his operations. The inferi-

ority of La Fayette in number, in quality, in cav.dry, in arms and

equipment, has been often recurred to and cannot be doubted.

Yet strange when the primary object of the British general must

have been the annihilation of our army in Virginia, he never .struck

il in whole or in part, nlthough manoeuvring in his face in an open

country, and remote from support of every sort except occasional

aids of militia.

This omission on the part of lord Cornwallis is inexplicable.

More than once he had a fair opportunity to force an action ; and

that only was necessary, with his vast superiority, to produce the

ruin of his antagonist.

The American general had great difficulties to surmount, as well

as to guard against his formidable foe, pressing him on his retreat.

Wayne directing his most efficient aid, was far to his right, and the

baron Steuben, with the Virginia levies, was as far on his left.

The public stores deposited in several magazines accessible to the

enemy ; and the great body of the inhabitants of the lower country,

flying from their homes with their wives, their children, and the

most valuable of their personal property, to seek safety in the
mountains. The state authorities, executive ^ind legislative, like

the tlying inhabitants, driven from the seat of government ; chased
from Charlottesville ; and at length interposing the Blue Ridge be-

tween themselves and the enemy (o secure a resting place at Staun-

ton. In this period of gloom, of disorder, and of peril. La Fayette
was collected and undismayed. With zeal, with courage, and with
sagacity, he discharged his arduous duties ; and throughout big

difficult retreat was never brought even to array but once in order
of battle.

Invigorating our cou isel- by his precepts ; dispelling our des-
pondeDcy by bis example ; and encouragiDg bis troops to submit to
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their many privations, by (he cheerfulness with which he partici-
pated in their wants ; he itn{)arted the energy of his own mind to
the country, and infused his high toned spirit into his army. His
efforts were crowned with success ; and even the erroneous deter-
mination to risif the ehte of his force for the purpose of capturing
a supposed covering party of the hostile army, ivhen occupied ia
passing James river, was repaired by the celerity with which he dis-
covered his mistake and with which he curtailed its consequences.
To La Fayette, to his able second, to general Nelson, to his cavalry,
to his rifle corps, to his officers, and lo his soldiers, much praise is

due
; nor was it withheld by their comrades in arms, by their enemy,

or by the nation.

Now. for the first time throughout the war, did ever doubt at-
tach to the merits of the B( itish general. In the North and in the
South, in the cabinet and in the field, he stood pre eminent ; the
bulwark of Great Britain,—the dread of America.
When in comm-ind of mighty me ms, and in the heart of that state

whose prostration he uniformly viewed as the first pre-requisite to
the subjugation of the South, that be should content himself with
burning tobacco, destroying a pr.rtion of our scattered stores, and
chasing our governor tVom hill lo bill, and our legislature from Iowq
to town, comported neither vvith bis fame nor his duty. The de-
struction of La Fayette ought to have been his sole object.
To it ever)/ other good appertained ; and this was certainly in his

power during his retreat, and even when he covered himself behind
K'lechunk creek to save the stores at Albemarle Old Court-house.
Bui -idmit that this presumption is extravagant ; we cannot err whea
we assert, that by following up the blow at James's Island, he must
havt- renewed the catnstroplie of Camden in the lawns of Green-
Spring. A second army would have been annihilr»'..-!d ;. and that too

when on its fite hung the safety of Virginia, of the South, if not

of the United States.

Had Cornwallis acted as he always had done until he took com-
mand of the army at Petersburg, he would have moved after snatch-
ing some refreshments and a few hours repose ; he would have fal-

len upon the left flank of La Fayette ; he would have forced him
upon the Chickahominy, which for many miles skirted his right,

and compelled him to surrender or to die in the lust effort. For
some cause not yet clearly known, a very different conduct was
pursued ; as derogatory to the high fame of this distinguished soldier,

as it was in ils consequences injurious to bis country aud destructive

to himself and his army.

A careful examination of the commander in chief and lord Corn-
wallis's correspondence exhibits two facts ; first, that sir Henry
Clinton was very much disposed to pursue, with the army of Vir-

ginia, operations at the head of the Chesapeake, in the neighbour-

hood of Baltimore, or in the Delaware Neck ; and, secondly, that

earl Cornwallis did not accord with his chief in such applicntion of

the force under his orders, preferring the destruction of Virginia to

any other object. This material difference jin view and judgment
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laid the foundation for that languor in exertion which marks every

Step of CornvvalUs iu Virginia, until his mmly resolve to take care

of his army by crossing York river, when he found Chnton's pro-

mise of relief illusory.

Knowing It to be his <luty to support, and not to direct, the seri-

ous intention expressed by sir Henry Clinton of pressing solid oper-

ations in the upper Chesapeake, which we m.iy fairly infer (from

his letter written six days after he reached Virginia) was known to

his lord.«hip before he left Westover, induced hi n to adopt a con-

tracted scile of conduct, le«t he mii^ht delay, if not m^r his chief's

design. Hp found himself now the mere puppet of the commander

in chief, and not the carver and executor of bis own plans, limited

by general principles ne.^essary to secure unity in design and cor-

respondency in execution. This change in official character pro-

duced the subsequent change so apparent in his conduct. In his

letter above alluded to, of the 26lh of May, dated " Byrd's planta-

tion, north ofJames . iver," is the following paragraph: " 1 shall now
proreed to .iislodge La Fayette from Richmond, and with my light

troops destroy any magazines or stores in the neighbourhood, which

may have been collected either for his use or for general Greene's

army. From thence I propose to move to the neck of Williams-

burg, which is represented us healthy, and where some subsist-

ence may be procured, and keep myself unengaged from opera-

tions which might interpose with your plan of the campaign, until

I have the satisfaction of hearmg from you."
It is evident froM this letter that it was an answer to instructionB

found among general Phillips's papers, delineating the plan of the

campaign ; or to a leuer which met Cornwallis at Petersburg, ex-

plaining the views of the commaiider in chief.

To the tenor of thi- answer, Cornwallis's conduct corresponded.

He did ihsiodge La Fayelte from Kichinond ; he did destroy all the

store-' in that neighbourhood, and even some more remote ; and he
did al'ic wards return to Williamsburg

If IS true that he employed some few d.iys in pursuit of La Fay-
ette ; but confining hini-elf in point of tirne, he did not persevere
in pressing th n o .j 'ct, lest it m..^ht consume more time than was
compatibl.: wit.h the. ulierior views of toe commander in chief. In
sir Henry Clinton's letter of the 11th of June,* when comparing

* Exlracl of a letter from sir Henry Clinton to earl Cornwallis, dated,

J\'ew York, June 11, 1781.

" Respecting my opinions of stutions in James and York rivers, I shall beg
leave only to refer your lordship to my instriirtions to, and correspondence with,
general Phillips anrt Arnold; together with the substance of ronversations witK
the foimer, whi h yom- loritship will kur found among general Phillips's pnp.irs,

and to which 1 lelerrrd yon in my Inst fiespiitch I ^hall, therefore, of course,
approve of nny alteration your lordship may think proper to make in these
stations.

** The deta' limf-nt-- I have ma le from thi? army into Che.'sapfiake, since gen-
eral Lfslie - expe ition in Ortol-iei last, inclusive, have amounted to seveu
thousand <ven OMiiiiicd and twenty (om eifcctives ; aud at the time your lord-
ship made the junction with the corps there, there were under major general
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the force under Cornwallis and that under La Fayette, he says,
" I should have hoped you would have quite sufficient force to car-

ry on any operation in Virginia, should that have been advisable at

this late season." The concluding words plainly show that he con-
sidered it too late to press nptrations in Virginia, as they would in-

terfere with what he deemed more important. In this same letter,

the British chiet communicates the prospect of a combined attack

upon New York, and demands a reinforcement from the army ia

Virginia. " By intercepted letters inclosed to your lordship in my
last despatch, you will observe I am threatened with a siege in

this post. ^\y present effective tbrce is only ten thousand nine

hundred and thirty one : with respect to that the enemy may col-

lect for such an object, it is probable they may amount to at least

twenty thousand, besides reinlorcemenls to the I'rencti (which, trona

pretty good authority, 1 have re.ison to expect,) and tne numerous

Phillips's ciders, five thousand three hundred and four: a force, I should have
hoped, would be iuflicient ol itself to have cariied on operations in any til tue

southern provinces oi America; where, as appears by ihe iniercepted ictteis.of

Washington and La t'ayeite, ihey are in no situation to stand against even a
division of that army.

*' 1 have reason to suppose the continentals, under La Fayette, cannot exceeil

one thousand; and I um told by lieutenant colonel Hill, of the ninth regiment,

that about a fortnight ago he met at Frederickiowii the Pennsylvania line, under
Wayne, of about ihe same number ; who were so discontented, tliat their offi-

cers were afraid to trust them with aininuniti(.n. Tnis, however, may have
since altered; and yoiu lordship may possibly have opposed to you from iitteen

iiundred to two thousand continentals, and (as La Fayette observes) a small

body of ill aimed peasantry, full as spiritless as the militia of the southern pro-

vinces, and without any strvice.

" (Jompaiing, Ihereloie, the force now under your lordthip in the Chesapeake^
and that of the enemy opposed to you, (and 1 think it clearly appe-irs that they
have for tiie present no intention of sending thither leinforcements,) I shoi<ld

bave hoped you would have quite sufficient to carry on any operation in Vir-

ginia, should that have been aovisable at this advanced season.
" ijy the intercepted letters inclosed to your lordship in my last despatch, you

will observe that i am threatened with a siege in this post, i^iy present effective

force is only ten thousand nine hundred and thirty-one. With respect to that

the enemy may collect lor such an object, it is probable they may amount to at

least twenty thousand, besides reinforcements to the French, ^w'^ich, from pret-

ty good authority, I liave reason to expect,) and the numerous ...'-tia of the

five neighbouring provinces. Thus circumstunced, I am persuaded you. lord-

ship will be of opinion, that the sooner 1 concentrate my force the better.

Therelore, (unlessyour lordship, alter the receipt of my letter of the 29th of iVIav,

and the 8th instant, should incline to agree with me in opinion, and judge it

right to adopt iny icU-as respecting tlie move to Baltimore or the Delaware neck,

&c.) I beg leave to recommend it to you, as soon as you have finished the ac-
tive opeiations you may now be engaged in, to Lake a defensive station, in any
healthy situation you choose, (be it at Williamsburg or York Town) ; and I

vould wisi), in that case, tliat, after reserving to yuui sell such troops as you may
judge necessary for ample, defensive, and desultory movements by water, for the
purpose of annoying the communications, destroying magazines, &,c , the fol-

lowing corps ma}- be sent to me in succession, as you can spare them ; two bat-
talions of light infantry ; fottj'-third regiment ; seventy-sixth or eightieth regi-

ments ; two battalions of Anspach ; Queens rangers, cavalry and infaiitry ;

remains of the detachment of the seventeenth light dragoons; and such propor-
tion of aitillery as can be spared, particularly men."
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militia of the five neighbouring provioces. Thus circiim!«tanced. t

am persuaded 3'our lordship will be of opiiiiun that the si/Oiier 1

concentrate my force the belter.

" Therefure (unless your lordship, aftpr the receipt of my letter

of the iJSth of M.iy and 8lh of June, should incline to agree with me
in opimon, and judge it risrlit to adopt my ideas respecting the move
to Baltimore, or the Delaware neck, &.c ) 1 beg leave (o recom-
mend it to you, as soon as you have (inished the active operations

you may now be engaged in, to take a defen-^ive station in any

healthy situation you choose (be it at Williaiiisbuig or ^ ork Town)
;

and 1 would wish, in that case, that alter reserving to yourself such
troops as you miiy judj^e necessary lor ample, defensive, and dc»ul-

tory movements by water, for the purpose of annoying the enemy's
communications, d»"^troyiiig magazines. &,c., the following corps

may be sent to me in succession as you can spare them."
The letters above mentioned, of the 29lh May and 8th June,

were (as we infer from lord Cornwallis's despatches) never received,

or probably the contidence they breathe might have induced his

lordship to venture to appro|)riate his time and measures as his

own judgment should direct, in which case the army of La Fay-

ette would have experienced a more determined and persevering
pursuit.

Conforming liis whole conduct to the plan of his commander in

chief, he followed his enemy only over the North Anna, a branch

of the Pamunkey ; and as soon as he completed some secondary

obj(^cts he fell bark to Williamsburg, and from thence interposed

the James river between himself and La F'ayette, for the purpose of

has'ening the required detachment to Clinton ; the demand for

which was repeated by a letter dated the 28th of June. It results

clearly from this cursory review of facts, that lord Cornw;)llis, Irom

the moment he assumed the command of the army in Virginia (20th

of May), considered himself as the mere executor of plans devised

b} his principal ; and that he consequently never ventured to engage

in measures, whose pxeculion miiiht in any degree interrupt the

completion of sir Henry Clinton's designs. This control paralyzed

all his efforts, and lie no longer displayed that decision and lire

whirh h.id l)erore marked bis military career.

After passing Junes river. Cornwallis seems to have indulged his

natural bias, by detaching lieutenant colonel Tarleton to the county

of Be Iford. This daring enterprise emanated from his unceasing

desire to cramp the exertions of Greene, by destroying all the stores

intended to supply the pressing wants of our army in the South
;

and from his determination never to permit any of Greene's light

troops to join La Fayette, some of whom he now believed were
approaching the Dan to reinforce the army in Virginia.

It is very surprising that La Fayette, who h;id just manifested his

anxiety to strike his adversary, even at the risk of the loss of hia

army, should not have now indulged the same propensity, when the

present opportunity so forcibly invited the attempt ; which was not

os\ly practicable, but exempt from much hazard.
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The reinforcement of horse just received under captain Moore,
must have augmented his cavalry to two hundred : Tarleton had
with him about the same number of dragoons. The bat and other
horses with the army, and such as might be readily procured in the
neighbourhood o\ the camp, would have enabled La Fayette to

mount four or five hundred infantry, two upon a horse. TarletOQ
had with him but eighty mounted infantry. With this force a skil-

ful officer (and the American general had many) cmild not have been
disappi)inted in intercepting the British detachment.

But La Fayette contented himself with sending a body of infantry
under brigadier Wayne across James river, whose corps was not
fitted to the enterprise, and who therefore could not with his means
effect the object, unless lieutenant colonel Tarleton had improvi-
dently thrown Inm-elf into his lap.

Sir Henry Clinton, discovering lord Cornwallis's aversion to the
establishment of a post on the Chesapeake, and determined to fix

one there, countermanded the move of the reinforcement hereto-
fore required, and repeated his directions for the selection and for-

tification of a permment post, convenient for desultory maritime
expeditions up the Chesapeake and its numerous rivers, and capable
of protecting line of battle ships.

It appears that the British admiral on the American station hadi

experienced the disadvantages which flowed from the navy's occu-
pying the usual stations during the freezing months, and was conse-
quently anxious of wintering his fleet further south He says, in

his letter to lord Cornwallis, dated 1 2th July, ofiF Sandy Hook,
•' That there is no place for great ships, during the freezing months,
on this side of the Chesapeake, where the great ships will be in

security, and at tlie same tune capable of acting
; and in my opinion

they had better go to the West Indies, than to be laid up m Halifax

during the winter ;" and he goes on to recommend Hampton Roads
as the proper |)lace

Earl Cornwallis declining further opposition to the will of sir

Henry Clinton, sent his engiiieei aud some captains of the navy to

examine Old Point Comfort, which appears to have been the site

prefeired for the intended post, both by the general and .\dmiral.

The report of these officers was unfavourable ;* and lord Corn-

* Copy of the report of lieutenant Sulherhntt, engineer, dated Billy, ordnanes
transport^ H-unpt^n Roads, July ia^ 1781.

My Lord :

Agreeably to your orders, I have examined the ground on Old Point Com-
fort with as much accu::«(y as I possibly coulr) ; ami IVm your loid.ships better
Vnformation, I have maHe a survey ol the giouKtl. upf)u whicli is lai.1 duwn the
width and sounding ol the channel. I t)pg leave to oifer what appears to me,
respecting the situation of a work on that spot

The ground where the ruins ol lort George lie is the fittest for a work, but at
he same time n.ust b^ attended with many inconve' ieucps
The VvpI of the giouiid there i* about tvi teet higm r than the high water

mark ; vh h, from its very ihort distance to the deep water, uiust soon be de-
s^^troyed by a naval attack.
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wallis, coinciding in the same opinion, selected York and Glouces-

ter, not far above the moulh o( York river, instead of Old Point

Comfort.
To this place he repaired wilh the Hrst division of his army ;

and

disembarking it early in A ugust, took possession of hoth posts. After

occupyinfr these, his lordsi-ip directed bi igudier O'dar^, command-

ing at Portsmouth, to destruj, the works there, and to join him w.lh

the rear division of the army. This was done wilh all convenient

despa ch, and the whole Briiih^h force concentiMleil in t^e pusilioa

of York and Gloucester before the iiSd. Cornwallis, as soon as he

landed the first division of the army, ene;aged in tracinj? tlie lines of

the necessary works on both sides of the liver; and committing

the direction of the post ot Gloucester to lieutenant colonel Dundas,

continued hims'. If in that of York.

While with ze \\ and assiduity h© pressed forward the completion

of his fortific;itions with his infantry, and at the same time employed

his cavalry in collectmg cattle and forage, he held his army ready to

move upon La Fayette, should he think proper to approach him.

The American general, as soon as he was advised of the posses-

sion of the post on York river by the enemy, broke up from his

camp on Pamunkey, and recalled Wayne from the southern side of

James river, whither he had been detached to intercept Tarleton,

and where he had been continued in conformity to the orders of the

commander in chief; who, as soon as he decided to turn his force

upon the enemy in Virginia, apprised La Fayette of his intention,

and commanded him to take measures for the interruption of lord

Cornwallis's retreat, should that general discover the intended blow,

and attempt to elude it by gaining North Carolina.

The Qiieen's rangers, under Simcoe, held the post ofGloucester ;

while lieutenant colonel Tarleton, with his legion, occupied the

front of that of York. These oflkers displayed their habitual activity

in traversing and foraging the country on both sides of the river,

The great width and depth of the channel give ships the advantage of passing

the fort with very little risk. I apprehend one thousand five hundred yards is

too great a distance for batteries to stop ships, which is the distance here. Ship&
that wish to pass the fire of the fort, have no occasion to approach nearer.

Nor do I imagine a fort built there could afford any great protection to an in-
ferior and weak fleet, anchored near the fort, against a superior fleet of the ene-
my ; which must have it id their power to make their own disposition, and place
our fleet between them and the furl ; ih« channel affording no bay for the secu-
rity of ships under cover of a fort.

The time and expense to build a fort there must be very considerable, from
the low situation of tlie ground, which must necessarily cause the soil to be mov-
ed from a great distance to form the ramparts and parapets; and every other
material must be carried there, as the timber on the peninsula is unfit for any
useful purpose.

These are the remarks which have occurred to me on examining the ground
and situation of a work on Old Point Comfort, for the protection of the harbour
and fleet; which I humbly submit to your loidship.

I have the honour to be, &c.

ALEXA:*DER SUTHERLAND.
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and in dispersing all the militia collected in their neighbourhood.
The}' took extensive sweeps in pursuit of their dyects ; there be'

ing no for-"e nearer to 8im oe th;iti ;i detachment of volunteer mili-

tia under lieutenant colonel John Taylor, formerly of Hazen'a re-

giment, who had established himself near Gloucester Court-house,

for the protection of Ihut quarter of the country ; and none nearer

to Tarletou, than a small body of militia at Chiswell's Ordinary, on

the Fredericksburg road. Taylor baflled every attempt to strike

his corps ; but the otlicer at Chiswell's was not so fortunate. Tar-

leton fell upon him very unexpectedly, and broke up his post, but

with very liul>' l.>«s.

Brigadier Weedon being again called to take command of a por-

tion of the militia, repaired by order to Gloucester Court-house,

early in September, witli several small detachments, where he re-

lieved lieutenant colonel Taylor.

As there were among our militia many sbldiers who had sprvpd

out their term* of enli-tment in the army, Weedon judiciously di-

rected those individuals to be thrown into one corps, and placed it

under the command of lieutenant colonel Mercer; who had, during

the preceding period ofthe campaign, served with his troop of dra-

goons in the army of La Fayette. This officer* selected proper

persons for the subordmate stations ; and with two hundred effec-

tives, rank and tile, was detached in front of the militia.

Weedon having arranged his corps, advanced to Dixon's mills

about the middle ofthe month, where he continued ; exerting every

means in his power to contine the enemy's forages to n small circle,

the chief object in view on the Gloucester side of the river.

CHAPTER XXXII.

August -- ^^^ period of tranquillity, and of rest, still continued ia

ift".^ the camp of Greene, undisturbed by the din of war.

Worn down as were the troops, nothing could be more comforta-

ble than this interval of peace ; and its enjoyment was not less

grateful than universal, with the single exception of him who most

required and most deserved it. Greene's anxious mind and faithful

heart rejected participation in the comfort himself had given.

Virginia was overpowered by the foe ; North Carolina agitated

by intestine feuds, promoted by the countenance and excitement of

the British gariison still possessing Wilmington ;
and a portion of

the two southern states, with each metropolis, in the hands of the

enemy, to be wrested from him only by battle.

* Mercer having resigned his commission in the army, (as has been mention-

ed ) and not being an officer in the militia, the court of the county of Stafiford,

in which he was born, recommended him (as is required by the constitution ot

the state of Virginia) to the executive^ who conferred on him the commission ot

lieutenant colon«l.

40
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With bis small me^ns. to sustain Virginia, to restore North Caro-

lina, and confine the British force io South Carolina and Georgia,

to Charleston and Sav.mnah, called for uocea^jing efforts of mind

and body. He gave both wilhoul reserve ; and linally deter-

mined, fir*t to liberate Norlh Carolina, by carrying the garris-on

of Wilmingion ; then to pa^s into the enem>'s counrry south ot

the Congaree, and compel h:m to give it up ; afierwanJs to has-

ten to Virginia with the elite of hi:« force, uniting to it the army of

La Favette, and once more to face lord Coritwallis. In pur-
Augusi <„anop of these arrangements, he gave orders on the 2d to

lienl'jnanl colonel Lee, to hold himself io readiness, with his legion,

Kirkwood's Dtlavvares, and Handy's Marylander« To prevent

suspicion of his intention, NVashingion, with hi.* cavalry, was dii*cl-

ed to pass the Wateree ; Marion, vvith his militia, was detached to

the country on the Cambahee, which river makes the southern

boundary of the Charleston district; and other demonstrations were

made, indicating the design of entering into the territory occupied

by the British. The general aimed his blow against VVilnaingtoo,

upon the persuasion that the enterprise could not fail, it concealed

to the moment of execution ; and this he deemrrd praciicable from

its distant situation, in itself suffirient to lull the vigilan-e of the gar-

rison ; from the sultry season, forbidding military efl'ort ; from the

attachment of the country through which the course >elected for

the march passed ; and from the facility with which that ittachment

might be applied to subserve the object. Minute intelligence re-

specting the enemy and his det'ences, as well as boats for the passage

of the Cape Fear river, remained to be procured before the expe-

dition could commence Lee despatched captain Rudolph, with a

small party from the legion infantry, to acquire the one and to col-

lect the other.

This officer quitting camp in the night, soon reached the pine

barrens ; and continuing his course through the wood* to the Pedee,

passed that river and approached with celerity the country south

of the Cape Fear. Concealing himself in the friendly family to

which he was introduced, he engaged, with his usual diligence and

caution, in the ex-ecution of his mission. So favourable was his re-

port, as to confirm the sanguine expertitions before entertained of

complete success. Boats, though chiefly canoes, were procurable

in sufficient number to pa-s the inHintry, and the horse could swim.

Major Craig still coram .nded the British garrison ; an ollicer well

qualified for the trust, being circumspect as well as brave ; but his

garrison consisted only of three hundred men, many of them in the

hospital, and the whole inadequate to man his esten-ive works.

With good reason, therefore, was it concluded, that a concealed and

snddt>n approach was alone necessary to accomplish the object.

The day was fixed for the march of Lee, and his final orders were

made out. His movement was disguised by the ostensible pretext

of hastening to secure a convoy, given out to be on its way from Vir-

ginia, which might be taken or destroyed by the loyalists of North

Carolina, when parsing through their neighbourhood : io concur-

rence with which pretence, Lee was ordered to proceed in the di-
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lection of Camden un'il he reached the course carrying him throogh

the pine barren into the tract of country inhabited by well affected

citizens. At this period information was received from general

Wa.«hington, indicating the probabihly that the French West India

fleet would visit our coast during the autumn, and mlimating the pro-

priety of being prepared in every quarter for instant co-oper ition ;

as its pliice of arrival was uncertain, and jts continuance with us

would be necessarily short. In consequence of this inforomiion,

general Greene changed his plan, believing it most eligible to devote

his means towards the accomplishment of the immediate liberatioo

of South Carolina and Geoigia; persuaded that as soon as the Bri-

tish general should be apprised of the probability of a vi«(it from the

French fleet, the "garrison would be withdrawn from Wilmington,
and thus the state of Noith Carolina would be relieved, without risk

of repulse, or loss of life. This change in measures, loo, was ex-

tremely agreeable to governor Kudeiige. just returned from the

North to resume the duties of hi* station, delighted with the pros-

pect of seeing his state completely freed by the expected naval as-

sistance, riiul (le-^irous that the force of Greene should be held for

that end primarily.

The detachment under Lee. prepared for service, was discharged
;

and captain liudolph directed to return, holding nevertheless secret

bis visit to Cap.' Fear.

General Greene, though induced to depart from the minor object

in bis plan of operations, adhered to the general system ; believing

it the wiser policy to depend as little as possible on the aid of

friends.

Repeating his orders to the marquis La Fayette, urging his un-

varying adherence to the most cautious conduct, and communicating
his intention of hastening to his support as soon as the state of af-

fairs in South Carolina would permit—he now turned his entire at-

tention to the British army, still encamped on the south of the Con-
garee, between Motte's and the Santee

Tlie season yet continued extremely hot : but our wounded were
recovered, our sick restored to health, and the month of August

wasting away. Orders were issued preparatory to movement, and

on the 21st I he American general decamped from the benign hills

of Santee,* I'or the avowed purpose of seeking his enemy. Lieu-

tenant colonel Cruger joined at Orangeburgh. soon after Greene,

(finding Rawdon unassailable with hope of success) had retired from

its vicinity. Lord Rawdon having accomplished thp evacuation of

Ninety Six, removed the loyalists of that quarter wiihin the British

lines ; and concentrating his force at Orangeburgh, upon general

Greene's retirement to his summer quaiters. relinquished the com-

mand of the army to lieutenant colonel Stewart, and returned to

Charleston, vvith the view of embarking for England—long intended,

but heretofore delayed by the critical posture of afi'airs.

The soldiers of Greene's army may truly call these hills benignant. Twice

our general there resorted, with his sick, his woun'^ef^ anH worn down troops;

and twice we were restored to health aiii strength, by its elevated dry situa-

tion, its pure air, its fine water, and the friendly liospitality of its inhabitants.
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Stewart did not establish a post, as was enpectnd, at Orangeburgh ;

but moving his whole force towards the Sinlce. sal doxvn near the

confluenre ol its two branches, about fifteen miles from his adver-

sary, on the opposite side of that river.

Previous to the breaking up from the High Hills of Santee, an oc-

currence had taken place in Cnarleston which deeply aft'ectcd the

feelings of the American general and army. The affair would pro-

bably have led to a war of extermination, had not the fast approach

of peace arrested the progress of a system, deliberately adopted by

Greene, and ardently maintained by every individual of his army.

Isaac Hayne,* a highly respectable citizen of South Carolina,

had taken part with his country from the commencement of the war,

and served as a private in the militia during the siege of Charleston.

After the surrender of that place, Hayne returned to his seat west

of the Edisto, under the protection of the fourth article of capitula-

tion. '* The mililia now in the garrison," says ihe answer to that

article, "shall he permitted to return to their respective homes as

prisoners on parole ; which par.de, as long as they observe it, shall

secure them from being molested in their property "

We have before mentioned the extraordinary proclamation of sir

Henry Clinton, which ordered all our militia prisoners on parole,

not taken by capitulation, or in continement, at the surrender ot

Lincoln, to become British subjects, or return instantly to the com-

niaiidant of Charleston. Although the prisoners takf^n at the sur-

render of that city were excepted in the proclamation, the popularity

and patriotism of Hayne notwithstanding marked him as the first

victim of its tyranny.

Colonel Ballingall, of the royal militia in the district of Hayne's

residence, waited on him, from personal respect, and communicated

the o'ders he had rec^"ived. Hayne asserted liis inviolability under

the capitulation of Charleston; represented that the small pox was

then raiding in his family ; that all hi-* children were ill with the dis-

ease ; that one of them had already died, and his wife was on the

verge of dissolution. Finding the remonstrance unav ulinj, he de-

clared to B dliogall that no hum.m fo»ce should remove him from

the side of his dying wife \ di.-cus-sion followed, which terminated

in a written stipulation, by which H.iyne engaj^ed to " demean him-

self as a British subject, so long as that country should be covered

by the British army "

In a civil war no citizen should expect or desire neutrality. VVho-

* So extremely beloved was this citizen by his neiglilioiirs that, when a com-

pany o^^ voliint<e*rs was levied near his residence in llie beginning of the war,

Hayne vas called unanimously to the cHinniaml of it.

He obeyed the call, and fulfilled the duties ot his station honourably to him-

self, and beneficially to his soldiers.

The regiment to which ihe compnoy was attached being destitute of field offi-

cers, Hfiyne was naiiied as colonel. He dirl not succeed, owing to some intrigues

believed to be practised in favour ol liis coinpctitor, which so difguslcd captain

Hayne that he resigned his conmiis^'ion wnd returned to the r.inks, where by itis

evenipl^iry zeiil and obrdiciir:e he very iiiiirh advanced tlie cliscijilinc of tlie regi-

ment, and highly coutributcd to its subsequent utility.
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ever attempts to place himself in that conditi n, misunder«taiu)« hu-
man nature, and becomes entangled in toils a. ways dangerous often
fa(al. By endeavouring to acquire, with the most viituous motive,
a temporary neutrality, Hayne was unwisely led into a compact
which terminaied in his ruin.

Pursuing his first object, the care of his sick wife and children,
Hayne rep:tired to Charleston, presented himself to brigadier Pat-
terson with the written agreement of Ballingall, and solicited per-
mission to return home. This indulgence, he presumed, conld not
be denied, being consistent with his late compact and his view io

executing it. The request, however, was peremptorily refused
;

and Hayne was told, that he " must either become a Bri(i?h sutiject,

or submit to close continement." The latter alternative was most
agreoable to his inclination ; but that tf^nder devotion to his family,
which had induced him to repair to Charleston, urged his accep-
tance of the former. To his friend Dr. Ki.nisay, who was then a
prisoner with the enemy, he communicated the conflicting emotions
of his mind.* Tranquillized by the interview, he returned to the
commandant, and completed his error by a forma! acknowlvilgment
of allegiance (o the British king—openly esceptmg, however, to

the clause which required his support nf government with arms.
Patterson the commandant, and Simpson the intendant of police. aS'

sured him, that such service would never be required ; and added,
*' when the regular forces cannot defend thecouiitry without the aid

of its inhabitants, it will be high time for the royal army to quit it."

Thus this amiable citizen proceeded from delusion to deliision, until

he placed himsrlf in a fallacious security, which subsequt;nt inci-

dents turned to his destruction.

Hayne hastened to his family, happy in the expectation of preserv-
ing it through the prevailing pestilence. But in this hope ho was
sorely disaj)pointed ; for his wife and a second child soon fiell victims

to the fatal malady. These afilictions did not limit his mi^^tortunes :

inasmuch as he was interdicted from enjoying even the political

quietude he had attempted to secure. He wa:' occasionally required

to bear arms in the regal service ; and, uniformly refusing to obey,

on the ground of his exception at the time of subscribing the decla-

ration of allegiance, he was threatened with close confinement.

* " If ttie British vvouM grant me the indulgence, whicli we in the (]ny of our
poweigave to tlieir adherents, of removing nijr fainily and propeity, I would seek
an asylum in the renicicst roin';r of the United Strues, rather tlian submit to their

government; but as they allow no other alternative than subtnission orronfiue-
inent in the capita), at a di>tance from my wife and family, at a time when they

are in the most pressing need of my presence and support, I mus't fdr the present
yield to the demands of the conrjuerors. I request you to bear in mind, tliat,

previous to my taking this step, 1 declare that it i.s contrary to my inclination,

and forced on me by hard necessity. I never will bear arms against my country.

My new masters can require no st;rvice of ine but what is enjoined by the old

militia law of the province, wdii^h substitutes a fine in lieu of personal service.

Thfit I will p^iy as the price of my protection If my conduct should be censured
by my countrymen,! bog that you would remember this conversation, and bear
witness for nie, that I do not mean to deseitthe cause of America.''
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In this situation Mr. Hayne was found when Greene liail forced

the enemy from the upper country, iind restored to the Union the

whole of Carolina east of the S.mtee, and north of the Coii;^arce.

A detachment of Marion's mihtia under colonel llr»rden. pisjing to

the west of the Edisto for lh(: protection of their own homes, reach-

ed the neighbourhood of llayne. Well knowing his worth and m-

fluence, they were extremely anxious to piocure his aid. Paul

Hamilton,* one of this pany, and an intimate friend of Hayne, call-

ed on him to solicit co-operation. Hayne frankly stated the change

which had taken place in his political condition ; and, believing him-

self bound by the declaration of allegiance, ret"iised to concur with

his friends in supporting a cause the success of which Wiis the ardent

wish of his heart. Hamilton then asked the accommodiilion of a few

horses, in which resource Hayne was known to abound. Hiyne

refused the request ; and informed his friend, that the moment he

heard of Harden's approach he ordered all his horses to be remov-

ed, lest assistance might be obtained in violation of his plighted laith.

Yet he as-ured Hamilton, that whenever he should find the royal

authority unable to afford its promised protection, he should consi-

der himself absolved from the extorted allegiance, and would with

joy enrol himself with the defenders of his country

Thus did Hayne scrupulously adhere to a contract, which was

never obligatory—having been coerced by the dm ess of power,

and in palpable violation of the capitulation of Charleston.

Soon after this occurrence, the British were driven below the

Edisto ; and nearly the whole country between that river and the

Stono inlet fell under the protection of the American arms. Every

person in the recovered country believed himself released from

those obligations, which ihe late conflilion of affairs had imposed :

for it was justly thought that the allegiance due to a conqueror

ceased with his expulsion from the subdued territory. Under this

correct impre-.sion, Hayne with many others repaired to the Ameri-

can camp. His merit attracted immediate attention ; and the militia

of his district, by an election in camp, honoured him with the com-

mand of a regiment.

Taking the field immediately, colonel Hayne conducted an ex-

pedition into the enemy's territory. Some of his mounted militia

penetrated the neck of Charleston, and, near the qijarter house,

captured general Williamson ; who had been as active in support-

ing the royal authority since the surrender of Lincoln, as he had

been firm and influential in opposing it prior to that event. Lieu-

tenant colonel Balfour, successor of brigadier Patterson, put his

cavalry in motion to recover Williamson. This detachment fell

suddenly on the camp ot Hayne ; but was handsomely received and

repelled by colonel Harden,^vho did not deem it prudent to push

his success by pursuit.! Colonel Ha^ne, attended by his second,

* Present Secretary of the Navy.
t From ilie rliaracter of major Harden it is to be presumed that the inferiori-

ty of his force forbad this measure, or it would have been resorted to.
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lieutenant colonel M'L ichlin, and a small guard, had unfortunately
gone to bieaktust with a friend, about two miles from camp. The
house was on the Charleston road ; and 'he negligent guard having
left its post in search of fruit,* colonel Hayne was unapprised of
the enemy's approach until he saw them a few rod;' from the door.
Being very active and resolute, he pushed for his horse, mounted,
and forced his way through the foe. To pass a fence in his route,

he put spur to his horse, which unfortunately fell in leaping, and
the entantjled rider was overtaken by his pursuers. M'Lachlin,
being cut olT from his horse, fell sword in hand, bravely contending
against the surrounding enemy.

Colonel Hayne was convf-yed to Charleston, and lodged in the
prison of the provost. The purity of the prisoner's character,

and his acknowledged kindness to the unfortunate in his power, pled
against the severity wliich the commandant was disposed to exer-
cise : nevertheless the most rigorous course was pursued with re-

lentless pertinacity.

Soon after he was confined in the provoi^t, colonel Hayne receiv-
ed an otfi;-ial letter from the town ojajor, stating that " a board of
general officer^t would assemble the next day. for his trial " Iq
the evening of tlie following day, the same officer informed him,
that " instead of a council of general officers, a court of inquiry
would 1)6 held to determine in what view he ought to be consider-
ed ; and that he should be allowed i)en, ink and p;iper, and counsel."
On the 29th of July, two days after this intelligence, the town ma-
jor directed his adjutant to acquaint rohniel llayne, " that in conse-
quence of the court of inquiry, held as diiected, lord Kawdon and
colonel Balfour have resolved on his execution, on Tuesday, the
31st instant, at six o'clock ; for having been found under arms, and
employed in raising a regiment to oppose the British government^
after he had become a sutject, and accepted the protection of go-
vernment at the reduction of Charleston."

The prisoner, now for the first time informed of the charge
exhibited against him, addressed the following letter to the two
British officers, who were about to imbrue their hands in his blood.

To lord Rawdon and colonel Balfour.

" My lord and Sir,

" On Thursday morning I had the honour of receiving a letter
from major Frazer, by which he informed me, that a council of

* One of the thousand instances during the war of the waste of American life

by confidence in inilitin, and among the numerous evidences in favour of a clas-
sificaiion of our militia, by which measure we should obtain defenders worthy
of the high trust reposed in them.

t This should probably be sltiff officers, as there ivere no British general ofd-
cers then in Carolina. In a siatenient of his case submitted by colonel Havne
to his counsel in Charleston, and published in the London Fojiti al Magazine
for (782, he says he received from major Fiazer, a notice in the following
words—" a court of inquiry, composed of four staff oncers, and five captains
&c."—Ed. -

''
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general officers would be assembled tlie next d.iy for my trial ; and

on tl'.e evening of the same day, 1 received aiioUier letter Iroin the

same officer, ar(jUiiintin<^ me, that instead of (knt, a court of inquiry

would sit for the purj,ose of deciding under what point of view i

ought to be considered, 1 was also told, that any person whom I

should appoint, would be permitted to accompany me as my coun-

sel. Having lu'ver entertained any otner idea of a court of inquiry,

or heard of any other being formed of it ihun ot its serving merely

to precede a council of war, or some otlier tribunal, for ex uniniDg

the circumstances more lully, exce[)t in the case of a spy ; and

Mr. Jarvis, lieutenant marsiial to the jirovost, not hiving succeeded

in finding the person who had been named for my counsel, 1 did

not take the p.nns to summon any wittipssps, though it would have

been in my power to h.ive produced many ; and 1 pres'-nlcd myself

before the court without any assist nice whal.'>ver. When 1 was

before that assembly, I was farther convinced that 1 had not been

deceived in my codjectures. 1 found that the members of it were

not sworn, and the witnesses were not examined upon oath ; and

all the members, as well as every person present, might easily have

perceived, by ihe questions which I asked, and by the whole tenor

of my comiucl, that I had not the least notion that I was tried or

examined upon an atfiir on which my life or death depended
" In the case of spies, a court of iiiquiry is all that Ciin be ne-

cessary, because the simple fact whether the person is or is not a

spy, is all that can be the olyect of their researches ; and his hav-

ing entered the lines of the enemy's camp or gurrison, subjects

him to military execution. As that accusation neither is nor caa

be m ide against me, I humbly conceive that the information i re-

ceived, that the court would make inquiry concerning wliat point

of view 1 ought to be considered under, could not be taken as a

sufficient notice of their having an intention to fry me then ; but

could only be thou<:ht to signify, that they were to take it into con-

sideration whether 1 ought lo be looked upon as a British subject

or as an American : that in the first case i should undergo a legal

and impartial trial ; in the second, I should be set at liberty on my
parole. Judge then, ray lord and sir, of the astonishment I must

have been in, when I found they had drawn me by surprise into a

proceeding tending to judgment, without my knowing it to be such
;

and deprived me of the ability of making a legal defence, which it

would have been very easy for me to have done, founded both in

law and in fact;—when 1 saw myself destitute of the assistance of

counsel and of witnesses ; and when ihey abruptly informed me,

that after the procedure of the court I was condemned to die, and

that in a very few days. Immediately upon receiving this notice,

I sent for the lawyer whom 1 had originally chosen for my counsel.

I here inclose his opinion concerning the legality of the process

held against me ; and I beg that I may be permitted to refer myself

(o him, 1 can assure you with the utmost truth, that I had and

have many reasons to urge in my defence, if you will grant me the

favour of a regular trial ; if not, which I cannot however suppose
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from your justice and humanity, I enrnesitly intreat that my execu-

tion niay be cle/erred, that 1 may at least take a last farewell of my
children, and propane lor the dreadful change. I hope you will

return me a speedy answer ; and aoij with respect,

"ISAAC HAYNE."

To this representation the town major returned the following an-

swer. " I have to inform you, that your execution is not ordered

in conspquence of any sentence from the court of inquiry ; but by

virtue of the authority with which the commander in chief in South

Carolina and the commanding oflicer in Charleston are invested :

and their resolves on the subject are fixed and unchangeable."

D;sdaini(ig further discussion with relentless power, Hayne mere-

ly soh'ited a short respite, to enable him for the last time to see

hi-i cliildren. The request was granted in the following communi-

cation from the town major. " I am to inform you, that in conse-

quence of a petition signed by governor Bull and many others, as

al-o of your prayer of yes'erday, and the humane treatment shown
by you to the Bntisii prisoners who fell into your hands, you are

respited for forty-eight hours ; but should general Greene offer to

expostulate in your fivour with the commanding officer, from that

moment this respite will cease, and you will be ordered to imme-

diate execution."

After the delivery of this message, the amiable American enjoyed

(he comfort of seeing his family and conversing with his friends.

During lliis interesting this awful period, he exhibited a dignified

composure ; and in his last evening declared, that " he felt no m'^re

alarmed at death, than at any other occurrence which is necessary

and unavoidable." Very diflerent, indeed, were the feelings of his

friends Mrs. Peronneau, his sister, accompanied by liis children,

all clad in the deepest mourning, and manifestmg the torture of

their heart rending agony, waited on lord Rawdon. and on their

knees supplicated him to spare their father and brother! But his

lordship's " resolve was fixed and unchangeable !" Anxious to ter-

minate a life of truth m the formalities of honour, colonel Hayne

solicited, in a second letter to the stern duumvirate, permission to

die like a soldier. He then arranged the preceding correspondence
;

and on the morning of his execution presented the packet to his

son (a boy of thirteen years) and directed him to " deliver it to

Mrs. Edwards, with my request to forward it to her brother in con-

gress. Go then to the place of my execution,—receive my body,

and see it decently interred with my forefathers." This done, he

embraced him, imploring the divine blessing on his orphan children.

Dressed with his accustomed neatness, accompanied by a few

friends, he marched with unruffled serenity through a wecjiing

crowd to the place of execution. He had flattered himself with the

presumption th.tt his last request would be granted : quickly the

sight of the gibbet announced the fallacy of this hope. For a mo-

ment he paused, but immediately recovering his wonted firmne.iSj

moved forward. At this instant a friend whispered bis confidence

41
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that " you ^vill now exhibit an example of the manner in which uu

American can die." "
I will endeavour to do so" was the reply of

the modest martyr. Never was intention better fulfilled : neither

arrogating superiority, nor betraying weakness, he ascended the

cart, unsuppoited and unappalled. Having taken leave of his friend-,

and commenced his infant family to their protection, he drew the

cap over his eyes, and illustrated by his demeanor, that death in

the cause ol our country, even on a gallows, cannot appal the vir-

tuous and the brave

The proceedings in this case exhibit a prevarication and precip-

itance, no less disreputable to the authors than repugnant to the

feelings of humanity. The unfortunate captive is first informed,

that a court maftial will be convened for his trial ; next, that a

court of inquiry will determine the proper mode of procethire, be-

fore whom he will be allowed the assistance of counsel ; then with-

out this assistance that he is doomed to dentl) inconsequence of the

deliberations of the latter tribunal ; and lastly, that the bloody sen-

tence does not emanate from this authority, but is the intlexible de-

cree oi the two military commanders, llad the discovery of truth

and execution of justice been the sole objects in view, those who

well knew Englisli law, liberty and practice, could not have erred.

Colonel Hayne was certainly either a prisoner of war, or a British

sultject. If the latter, he was amenable to the law, and indisputa-

bl\ entitled to the formalities and the aids of trial : but if the former,

he was not responsible to the British government, or its milit iry com-

mander, for his lawlul conduct in the exercise of arms Unhappily

for,.,^hi& virtuous man, the royal power was fast declining in the

South. 'J'he inliabitants were eager to cast ofi' the temporary alle-

giance of conquest : it was deemed necessary to awe them into sub-

mission by some distinguished severity ; and Hayne was the select-

ed victim !

As soon as this tragical event was known to general Greene, he

addressed a letter to colonel Balfour, demanding an expl.mation of

the daring outrage. The commandant replied, that " the execution

of colonel Hayne took place by the joint order of lord Kawdqn and

himself; but in consequence of the most explicit directions from

lord Coruwallis ' to put lo death all those who should be found in

arms, after being at their own request received as subjects, since

the capitulation of Charleston, and the clear conquest of the ))ro-

vince in the summer of ITtSO; more especially such, as should

have accepted of commissions, or might distinguish themselves in

inducing a revolt of the country.' To his lordsiiip, therefore, as

being answerable for the measure, the appeal will more properly

be made."*

* Extract of a letterfrom lieutenant colonel Balfour to major general Greene,

dated Charleston, September^, 1781.

*'
I come now to that part which has respect to the execution of colonel

Hayne ; on which head I am to inform you it took place by the joint order of

lord Rawdon and raysell, in consequence of the most expiess directions from

lord CorawalUs to us, in regard to all those who should be found in arms, after
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The order of lord Cornwnlli^, as avowed by the commandant of

Charleston, eng;tged the serious jstloulion of Greene ; uhodeter-
minf^d to resist, with all his power, the cruel and sanguinary system.

The officers of the American army entered with zeal into the views

o\~ i.h'riir leatlnr ; ;ind urged, in a unanimous address, the jMO,iriety

of retaliation. '• Perrnit us to add," says the concludin^r pariigraph

cf that maidy paper, " that while we lament the necessity of such

a sovere expedient, and commiserate the sut^erinj^s to which indi-

viduals wdl be necessarily exposed ; we are not unmindful that

such a m'-asure may, in its consequences, involve our own lives in

additional danger. But we had rather forego temporary di-stinctions,

and commit our lives to the most desperate situation, than prose-

cute tins just and necessar^ war on terms so unequal and dishon-

ourable." Greene was higlily gratified vvith the cordial support,

spontaneously pledged by his ariry ; and, soon after his departure

from tiie High Hills, issued a proclamation, severely arraigning tiie

execution of colonel Hayne, declaring his determination to " make
reprisals for all such inhuman insults, and to select for the objects

of retaliation officers of the regular forces, and not the deluded

Americans who had joined the royal army."
The inhabitants of Carolina, whom the enemy had expected to

intimidate by the wanton sacritice of Hayne, discovering the gener-

ous and determined spirit of the American general and army, dis-

carded the apprehensions at first excited, and flocked to the stan-

dard of their country. Emulating the ardour ami decision of the

regular troops, they were ready to subject themselves to all the

perils to which they might be eventually exposed in the just cause

of retaliation.

The British officers and soldiers were not unmindful of the chang-

ed condition of the war. The unpleasant sensations arising from

this state of things naturally produced a serious examination of the

cause ; and the inquiry was not calculated to inspire confidence.

being at their own request received as sulijects, since the capiiulaiion of Charles-

ton and the clear rontjuest of the province in the summer of 1780; more espe-

cially such as sl)oul(i have accepted of commissions, or might distinguish them-

selves in inducing a revolt of the country To liis lordship, therefore, as being

answerable for this measure, the appeal will more properly be niade, and on

such appeal, I must not doubt, every fit satisfaction will be tendered ; but as

the threat in your letter is of a nature which may extend in its consf-quences

to the most disagreeable and seiiouc lengths, I cannot dismiss this subject with-

out some general remarks, still referring for the particular justification to the

opinion and decision of lord Cornwallis, immediately uuder whom I have the

honour to act.

" And first 1 must conceive, without adverting to the particular cause of dig.

pute between Great Britain and iliis country, that on the suhjeriion of any

territory, the inhabitants of it owe allegiance to the conquering power, (,iii the

present case a voluntary acknowledgment was given, and consequent protec-

tion received ;) and that on any account to recede from it, is justly punishable

with death, by whatever law, either civil or military, is then prevalent

"To justify retaliation, I am convinced you will agree, a parity i-f circum-

stances in all respects is required ; •viihoui such, every shadow of justice is rer

moved, and vengeance only points to iodiscrimiaate horrors,"
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The feelings which it excited received a considerable addition

from the represmUalion vvliich. by permisr-ion ol the Ainorican gene-
ral, was now made by two Biitish subalterns, tiiken prisoners shortly

after the execution of colonel Mnyne was known in tlie American
camp ; and who, as soon as captured, were committed to the pro-

Tost by order of general GreeT)e. Ap[trehcndin;f that they would
become the tirst victims of the barbarous policy introduced by their

commanders, they addressed their friends in Ciiarleston, describing

their condition, announcing their probable fate, and referring to that

clause in the American general's proclamation, which contined his

menaced retaliation to Biilish offi'^ers only.

The honourable and reflecting of boih armies perceived, that the

justice of the sentence was at least qneslionable ; that inconsistency

and passion had marked the proceedings. Nor did it escape ob-

serv ition, that colonel Balfour, when attempting to shiell himself

and coadjutor under cover of instructions, withheld iheir date. This
suppression naturally excited a belief, that the orders of lord Corn-
wallis were previous to Greene's recovery of that part of Carolina

in which Hayne resided. Alihough his instructions might have
comprehended the case of the ill fated American, while the country

around him was subject to the royal power
;
yet after the recon-

quest by Greene, they could not be applied with justice. The ex-

traordinary condition which accompanied the respite, corroborated

this conjecture. It was generally asked, if the decision be really

conformable vvith the instructions of Cornvvallir, why should Greene's
exposlulatiot) be prohibited ? The interposition of the American
general could not [trevcnt the execution of the sentence, if correct

;

but wo'ild lead to a discussion with his lordsbij*, vvfiich might de-

monstrate its injustice— an event to be courd-d, not avoided, by
honourable men, dispensing death at their pleasure. It occasioned

ni little surprise, that lo'.d Kawdon, who hud been deemed scrupu-

lously observant of the nice bearinsis of honour, should have pro-

voked a system ftf retaliation, in the unpleasant consequences of

which he could not participate, being about to dep;irt for ever from
the theatre of action !*

All these considerations, combined with the actual condition of

two of their comrades, j)roduced a meeting of the British officers in

Charleston, who presented a memorial to the commandant, expres-

sing their dissalisbtction at the changed condition of the war.

It was reported and believed that the memorial was answered by

an assurance, that the late sanguinary precedent should never be re-

peated ; which not only calmed the just apprehensions of the Bri-

tish army, but seems to have influenced the future conduct of Bri-

tish commandants.
When the execution of Hayne was known in England, it became

a tojuc of animadversion. The duke of Richmond introduced the

subject in the house of lords, by " moving an address to the king,

•The reader will find in the appendix, lord Rawdon's alile justification of

Jjimgelf in a letter to the author.—Ed.
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praying that his raajest) would give directions for laying before the
house the several piper-? relative to the execution of Isaac Hayne."
His grace prefaced tlie motion with u succinct and correct narrative

of the capture, condemnation and execution of liie American colo-

nel ; and charged the procedure with ' illef4ality ,' ' bHrbaiity,' and
' impolicy.' He read to the bouse an extract from the proclama-
tion ot general Greene, in which the execution was *' reprobated as

a cruel and unju-iitiable murder, and severe retaliation was threat-

ened on the persons of British officers. His grace called on the
house to institute an immediate and effectual inquiry, as the only
mean of securing their own otBcers from the dangers which hung
over them; and of rescuing the British nation from the opprolirioiis

charges of cruelty and barbarity, under which it bboured in all the
states in Europe." The motion was strenuously opposed by the
lord chancellor, the lords Walsingham and otormont. They argued
that " as his majesty's ministers had declared that no informalioQ
bad been received relative to (he facts 'alluded to, it was inconsis-

tent with the dignity and gravity of the house to proceed to a for-

mal inquiry on vague and uncertain surmise? ; that it was still less

candid a id equitable, on such slight trrounds. to mil in question the
characters ot brave, deserving, ah^ont officers. Bui were the facts

trup and authentic, these lords cv^ntemied, t at colonel Hayne. hav-
ing been taken in arms after admission to iii'= parole, was liable to

instant execution, without any other form of trial than that necessary
to identify tb.e person." The earl of Huntiiigtion. uncle to lord

Rawdon, acquainted the house, that " he had authority from iho.

earl of Cornwallis'to declare, that this had been the practice in se-

veral cases under his command in North Carolina." The doctrine

of the ministerial lords was denied, with great confidence, by the
earlsShelburne and Etfingham. It was asserted by the former,
" from circumstances within his own knowledge, that the practice \a

the late *var wivs totally different A great degree of ignominy and
stricter confinement were the consequences of a breach of parole :

the persons guilty of that offence were shunned by gentlemen ; but
it had never before entered into the head of a commander to hang
them " The earl of Effingham remarked, that " the practice of
granting paroles was a modern civility of late date, not yet prevalent

in all countries ; and ttiat the lord chancellor's quotation from Gro-
tins related to spies, and not to prisoners who had broken their

paroles." The motion of the duke of Richmond was rejected by a

large majority ; twenty- five lords voting in favour of the address,

and seventy three against it
*

The arguments, in opposition to the motion, are certainly feeble.

Want of official info'-raation was a good reason for postponement,
but not f'>r rejection. If the principles of public law, relative to

* The following correspondence evinces the sensibility with which lord Raw-
don resented the imputations cast upon his character by the proceeding of the

duke of Richmond, his spirited adherence to the point of honour, and the ample
atonement which was made him.—Ed,
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spies, can be a[)plied to pri-.oners wlio violnte their paroles, they

were inappjicable to tlie ruse of Ha) ne ; who was condemned for

From ilie London Political Mngaziiie of 1782.

No. I.

Lord Rau'doii's h.Hcr to the dukfi of Richmond, delivered to kirn hi/ ford Lit;ouieJr

071 T/iuixday evening, al 7 o'clock, February 21, 171)2.

To the duke of Richmond.
Thursday noon, February 21.

My Lord :

I acn this luoinent anivi^d from Ireland, from whence 1 have been ha^tenert by-

the illiberal advantage whirl) you have taken of my absence. When I h'ained,

by the public papers, th;U an ineiuiry into the t-xecution of Isaac Huyiie, of

South Carolina, w;is uKJVed for betoic the house of lords, I fearerl that their lord-

ships would not find any m.iterials on which to decide tln-ir opinions ( but, from

the unspotted justirt! oi that high court of honour, I rested secure that vague

surmises, and unsupjAorled ini-iouaiions, would not be pei milled to affi-ct the

public character oi a British officer. Tlie iiouse, as I conjectured, have reject-

ed the suspicion with disdain. It now rests with me to notice such personal in-

jury towacds mv ))rivnt'.' rcpntiiiioii, as rould not become the subject ol ilieit

lordships' animach'ertion. The exjuebs-ioiis with which you, my loid, introduced

the motion, were as unnecessary to liie business, as they are little reconcilable

to the dignity of a senator, the public spirit ol a citizen, or the candour of a gen-

tleman ; of courte, 1 feel tlien; fit oijjects for my resentment. 1 do, therefore,

require that yon, my loid, shall make a public encuse, in such manner, and in

such terini, as I shall dictate, for the tcandaloos imputation whieh you have

thrown on my humanity, a qij.ilily wliich ought to be as dear in a soldier's esti-

mation as valour it.'cil. It your grace had rather abet your malignity with youi-

sword, i shall rejoice. in briii'^ins 'he matter to that issue. Besides the considera-

tion of my own wrongs, I shall Ihiidi myself the avenger of my brother officers in

America, to wliose security you have given an ohli(pic attaint, by your affected

fears for llie consefiuences of general Greene's proclaitiatioii.

(Signed) RAWDON.

Nc. II.

Ansicer of the dnke ofRichmond to lord Kaicdoii''s hJIfr, la'un in writing by lord

Ligonier, Jroui the duke'^s own mouth, received al 9 o'clock on Thursday eve-

ning, February 21, 1782.

The duke declines receiving the letter, as it is couched in terms which he thinks

Unjustifiable. That as it was never his intention, so he firmly believes he made

use of no expression that could be possibly misconstrued into a personal attack on

lord Rawdon. That he has no objection to referring to the chancellor, for his

recollection and opinion on the subject; and that if he c'ln recollect any expres-

sion in the course of the debate, that could be applied as injurious to the charac-

ter of lord Ravi'doii, he will take an opportunity, in iiis place, of disavowing

such intention; provided lord Rawdon desires the duke so to do in more admis-

sable language. That lord Rawdon has not specified any expre;.=!iori that is in.*

jurious to 1)19 character—consequently the duke cannot at present give any other

answer
]\o. in

Reply of lord Rawdon to the duke of Richmond's answer, February 2l , 10 o^cloek

at Tiighl.

Lord Rnwdon will not admit any one expression in his letter to be u.ijustifia-

ble, after the liberty whicb the duke of Riciinumd has taken with his 'diaracter.

It is not of any particular woid made use of by the duke that lord Rawdon com-

plains; but lord Rawdon arraigns the genera! cast of the piocecdiiig, which has

publicly exposed him to the suspicion of wanton severity, and abuse of power.

That the duke of Rtchinond should gel up in his place in the house, aud disavotv
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*' being lound in arms at'ter he had become a subject.'' Nor is the

doctrine of the carl ot" Shelburne eiitirei^ correct. '-Modern

the idea of casting any the most distant insinuation upon loid Rawdon's con-
duct, is tiie mode uf excuse vviiicli lord flawdon would require. l>ut the terms,
as the Jeiter mentioned, must be dictated by lord Kawdm.

Tliaisday, 10 at rdght.
Nu. IV

Gojty of a pnfer in the duke of Richinvnii''s hand-writing, brought to lord Rauf-
don bi/ lord Ligonier and gtnetal Conivai/, on Fridai/ ituon, Feb. '2:1.

Loid R;i\vdon says th;it he will not admit any one expressitni in his letter to

be oujusiiftable, after the liberty the duke of Richiiioud has taken with his char^-

acter ;-—but as the lact is, that lord Rav^don has been misinlbrnieJ, and tht;

duke of Richmond did not lake any liberty with lord llawdon's character, and
bas declared so to lord Ligouicr—he must persist in llilnking several of the ex-
pressions in lord Rawdou's letter very unjustifiable.

Lord Kawdon says he does not complain of anj' particular word made use oi*

by the duke of Kichnion.i ; consequently the duke of Richmond can have none
to explain.

But lord Rawdon says he arraigns the general cast of the proceedings—this

also the duke cf Richmond denies lo have been in any degree personal to lord

Rawdon, which he took very particular pains to explain, in the 0|)aning of that
business. In proof ol this assertion he has already expressed, and now repeats,

bis willingness to refer ii to the cii.inccllor, whoso name has been meniioned as
having possibly conceived it otlu-rwise, or lo any otlu'i unprejudiced peer, whe-
ttier the whole or any pail of the duke's conduct haii the least personality to*

ward lord Rawdon? An<i if, contrary to his expectations, any thiug of that

nature tan be imputed to him, he will be very ready, as it never was his inten-

tion, to say so in his place, upon a desire from lord Rawdon, expressed in such
terms as a man of honour can comply with—but a moment's reflection must
satiiy lord Rawdon that the duke of Richmond cannot sulf>-r himself to be die-

tatecl to by any man, ami. that such expre^6io^s can only soive to make it im-

possible <"or the duke of Richmond to give lord Rawfion the reasonable salisfac"

eion, he is otherwise, ol his own accord, desirous of doing, by disclaiming any
intentions of attacking lord Rawdon's personal ciiaracter, if any unprejudiced

peer who was present, will say tiiat theie was the lean reason for supposing he

bad done so.

No. V.

Wltimatum of lord Raudoji, .«e»/ lo Ihe duke of Richmond bj/ lord Li;^onier, on
/ ndaj/ cieni7ig, Feb. 22.

The duke of RichniGnd forgets that lord Rawdon docs not solicit, but requires

satisfaction for a gross injury oflered (it matters not wheiiier through design or

carelesiiiebsj to his reputation. Were any ri-/<^rence neco^sniy, the a])proved ho-

aour, us well as the distinguished ability of the chanc.-^jlor, would decide lord

Rawdon to submit the case to his opinion: but lord RRwdoti's frclings can
alone determine, whether any imputation may afilect his character from llie

late proceedings of the duke of Richmoif!—lord Rawdon has Iti't the rinke the

only alteinnlive his honour will allow.

The excuse required is here siiLjuiued. It is expected that it shall be delivf

ered in full House, by the duke in his place.

Fridai^y 3 u^fternooti.

" I find that my motion for the inquiry into tiie execution of Isaac Hayne,
*.< has been considerc'l, as provoking a suspicion against, lord Ra wdou's jusiice
" and humanity. I solemnly protest, that 1 did not conceive that it could throw
'• the most dinant insinuation upon his lordship's condnci ; nor did 1 ever mean
" to say any thing that could have that tendency. Since I learn that the mat-
« ter is thought liable to bear a false cousiruoiiou, [ declare that 1 am very soiry
'-' to have introduced it upon authoritj', to which (at ilie time of making my
>* ii>otion) I said I could *flix no degree of ctedit."
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civility" lias indeed meliorated the severities of war, by accommo-

dating pri.<oner« vvith p.iroles. Someumes the imiuli^ed captive is

permitted to return to his country ; at oihers, lie i^* re.'(r;iitied to a

parlicuhtr town or district ; and in either case, he is required to

remain neuter until otfi'ially exchanged. Ignominy ju-ily followa

the violation of parole in regard to lunits ; but the breach of it by

resumption of arm^ is invariably and rightly punished with death.

Had llayne been guilty of tliis offence, his execution would have

been indisputably just : but the virtuous American neither was nor *

could be charged with infraction of parole, by resumption of arms.

The parole, under which he retired to his seat after the capitulation

of Charleston, was complt-tely revoked by the order to repair to

that city, and by the surrender of his person to the British com-

mandant. He wis then permitted to return to his family, not as a

prisoner on parole, but as a British subject; of which character

the reconquestb, Greene entirely divested him, and restored him

to bis country, his liberty, and duty.

The ship, in which lord Riwd'in embarked for England, was

captured by some of the French cruiser«, and brought into the

Chesapeake. Soon aftt^rwards the propitious termination of the

sioo-e of York placed in our hands the earl of Cornwallis Wash-

intfton had it now in his power to execute the intention of Greene
;

but the change in the demeanor of the British ( ommanders, and

the evident and fast approach of peace, rendered the severe expe-

dient unnecessary. He therefore indulged his love of lenity, and

conformed his conduct to thf^ mild temper of the United States
;

for"-iving an atrocity, which, at any other period of the war, would

not have been overlooked.

Relieved as must have been lord Rawdon and colonel Balfour,

not more by the decision of the house ot lords, than by the cle-

mency of the American cornrnander in chief, they could not, with

propriety, infer from either circumstance, justification of their con-

duct. The rejection of the duke of Richmond's motion grew out

of considerations foreign to the real merits of the subject ; and the

lenity of Washington may be truly ascribed to an unwillingness to

stain the era of victory and returning amity with the blood even of

the guilty.

Had this principle, as amiable as wise, governed lord Rawdon

and colonel Balfour, their fame would not have been tarnished by

the blood of an estimable individual, wantonly and unnecessarily

shed. How unlike the conduct of these commanders was that of

the American chieftain to the unfortunate Andre ! At a period of

the war, when a strict and stern execution of martial law was in-

No. VI. Memorandum of the result.

Lord Rawdon having requested lord Lisonier' to demand from the duke of

Richmond a decisive option upon the alternative proposed in the first letter,

adhered to in the second message, and again ultimately insisted on in the mes-

sage of last night—general Conway has this morning signified to lord Rawdon,

on the part of the duke of Richmoml, his grace's unqualified acquiescence, in

making the excuse as required by lord Rawdon.
Saiurdaj/, Feb. 23, (wo o^clock afternoon

.
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dispensable, (he interposition of sir Henry Clinton in behalf of an
acknowleflged spy was received by Washington with patience and
wi(h tenderness ; and every argument, which the British general

and his commissioners could sugi^est, was respectt^ully weitihed.—
But in the closing of the war, when tiue policy and the mild tenets

of Christianity alike uiged oblivion and good will, lord Rawdon and
colonel Balfour hurried an innocent untried American to the gal-

lows, and cruelly interdicled previous communication with his

general

!

CHAPTER XXXIII.

A HE deliberate resolve of Greene, guarantied by the solemn

and spontaneous pledge of his officers, changed the character of

the war, and presented death to the soldier in the most ignominious

form. Death, in the field of battle, has no terror for the brave :

to expire on the gibbet shocks all the noble and generous feelings.

Major Andre's letter, when condemned as a spy, emphatically

delineates this horror ; and paints in vivid colours, sensations com-
mon to every sokiier.*

Nevertheless the army exiiibited on it^ march the highest spirit,

with zealous anxiety to reach the foe ; and conscious of the justice

of the measure adopted by their general, with one feeling cheer-

fully submitted to its consequences.

Proceeding by Ciisy marches, Greene crossed the Wateree neat

Camden ; but still separated from the enemy by the Congaree, he

was obliged to make a long and circuitous march to gain its southero

bank, which placed him safe from the possibility of insult while ia

the act of passing the river.

Copies of the proclamation heretofore issued were distributed

throughout the country, as well as forwarded to the hostile head-

quarters, and to Charleston ; that the enemy, being duly apprised

* Copy of a lelier from major Andre lo general Washington, daledy

Tappan, October 1, 1780.

Sir :

Buoyed above the terror of death, by the consrinusness of a life devoted to

honourable pursuits, and stained with no action that can give me reniorse, I

trust that the request I make to your excellency at this serious period, and
which is to soften my last moments, will not be rejected.

Sympathy towards a solnier will surely induce your excellency, and a milita-

ry tribunal, to adapt the mode of my death to the feelings of a man of honour.

Let me hope, sir, that if aught in my character impresses you with esteem

towards me ; if aught in my misfortunes niarlts me as the victim of policy, and
not of resentment; I shall experience the operation of these feelings in youf.

breast, by being informed that I ani not to die on a gibbet,

I have the honour to be,

your excellency's most obediei]t,

and most humble servant,

JOHN AJNDRE,
Adjutant-general to the British arrnr.

42
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of the Hetermination of the American general, might without delay

arre-it its execution b}' suitable explanation anJ atonement. No
attempt of this sort vvas fnide, and no doubt remained that the me-
naced retaliation wouM take effect as soon as fit subjects for its

application sihoidd fall into our hands.

Havino; reached tiie ncit^hl)ourhoo(l ot Friday's ferry, the army
passed the Conn;aree at HowelPs ; having been joined by brigadier

Pickens, with Ins militia, and by lieutenant colonel Henderson, of

tli.^ South Carolina line, with a small body of state infantry lately

raised.

The two armies beinp; now on the same side of the river, lieu-

tenant colonel Lee, with his legion and the corps of Henderson,

was detached in advance, followed by the main body in supporting

distance.

Greene continued to pursue his march with unvarying attention

to the ease and comfort of his troops
;
preserving unimpaired their

strength by withholding them from exposure to the mid day sun,

which conlinued to be keen and morbid.

As the van approached Motte's, the exploring cavalry under cap-

tain O'Neal fell in with a light party of the enemy detached for

the purpose of procuring intelligence. These were all killed or

taken. From the prisoners we learnt that colonel Stewart, when
informed of Greene's passage of the VValeree and movement to-

wards Friday's ferry, broke up from his position, and retired down
the Santee for the purpose of meeting a convoy from Charleston,

and of establishing himself near Nelson's ferry on that river, which

information was forthwith communicated (o the general. Perse-

vering ill his plan of forcing the enemy to confine himself to the

region bordering on the sea, after a few days halt in the vicinity of

Motte's waiting for the junction of brigadier Marion, then on his

return from the Edisto, he again advanced. Lieutenant colonel

Lee, still preceding the army, soon found that Stewart had set down
at the Eutaw Springs forty miles below his late position, where the

convoy from Charleston had arrived. This intelligence was de-

spatched to Greene, who was disposed to stimulate further retreat

;

his sole object being the recovery of the country, and which,

though determined to effect, he preferred doing without further

waste of blood. Lee was accordingly instructed to announce rather

than conceal the advance of the American army, in order that Stew-

art might, if he- chose, fall back a second time. During our march

on the 5th and 6th the van corps met with not a single individual,

excepting two dragoons from the enemy's camp, one each day,

bearing a flag, with despatches for the American general. These
dragoons successively confirmed the contintiance of Stewart at the

Eulaws ; adding that there was no appearance of change in position,

and that when they left camp, it was believed that general Greene
was still near Motte's post. Instead of receiving the despatches

and sending them on as was customary, Lee ordered the British

dragoons to proceed to the army, with the view that if general

Greene conlinued to prefer annunciation of his approach to the
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enemy the same mia;ht be effeclually done by the iminefhate return

of the flings, with orJers for their proceeding to Stewart. In;ismtjch

as no attempt had been made to conceal the advance of the Ameri-

can army, GreeiiC could not suppose that Stewart remained ignorant

of the fact ; and, therefore, in the course of the day dismissed the

flags, sending them back to lieutenant colonel Lee without any

special directions ; knowing from the discretion appertaining to the

officer in advance, that he would be governed in his disposal of

them by intervening occurrences. The same uninterrupted quie-

tude continuing during the seventh, Lee became convinced, strange

as it appeared, that the British commander was uninformed of our
proximity ; and, therefore, determined to retain the flags. This
Was accordingly done, and Greene having first halted at Lauiens's

farm,* encamped for the night at BurdeU's plantation, within seven

miles of the enemy, determining to advance at an early hour the

ensuing morning. It was well ascertained that the British troops

were forced to forage at a distance, ar)d that occasionally parties

were detached for the collection of vegetables as well as of forage
;

Lee consequently determined to take every precaution to prevent

any communication during thn night, believing it probable that tie

might in the morning fall in with some of the detachments employ-
ed in procuring supplies. The same dead calm continued : nobody
was seen moving in any direction—a state of quiet never before

experienced in similar circumstances. While Stevvart spent the

night perfectly at ease, from his ignorance of passing events, the

American general was jjreparing for battle.

Our whole force, including the reinforcements from North Caro-

lina (which joined us at the High Hills) under general Sumn<'r, the

corps of Marion and of Pickens, with that lately formed in South

Carolina under lieutenant colonel Henderson, amounted to two

thousand three hundred men, of which the continentals (horse, foot

and artillery,) made about sixteen hundred.

Lord Rawdon, as has been before mentioned, led to the relief

of Ninety -Six an army of two thousand,! to which was annexed the

garrison of that place under lieutenant colonel Cruger, part of

which only was now with Stewart.

* This farm belonged to Henry Laurens, one of the most respectable, honoura-

ble and distint^uished statesmen of our country. He had foi many yenrs been

a member of congress, and "as president of that bcdy in a very trying period

of the war. He was afterwards appointed minister pler.ipnteiuiary to the

United Provinces, and was unfortunately capture<t on his voyage liy a Biilish

cruiser. On landing in England, he was sent to London, when he was immedi-

ately committee) to the tower. From tliis confinement, and its eventual conse-

quence, death upon a gibbet, he was relieved by the surrender of the army of

lord Cornwallis; from which era the enemy relinqui>l)ed every hope of kubjuga-

Ition, and turned his attention with diligence to the conclusion ot peace.

Laurens went from England to France, wheie he assisted in tlie negotiations

Vhich were terminated by the treaty of peace.

t Extract from Tarleton's Campaigns—" There appears to be an error in this

statement of the force marched from Charleston. Lord Rawdon, in his letter

of the 5tb, to earl Cornwalli-, says, he should move on the 7tli of June towards

Ninety-Six with the troops at Monk's Corner, and the flank companies of ths
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The effective force of the hostile armies may be fairly estimated

as nearly equal, each about two (Iiousmd three Ixindiecl. A portion

of both armies, and that too nearly e(jual, had never as yet been
in action ; so (hat in every respect tlie state of equality was pre-

served, excepting in cavalry, where the advantage, both in number
and quality, was on our side.

The nii^ht passed in tranquility ; and, judging from appearances,
no occurrence seemed more distant than the sanguinary battle which
followed.

Greene advanced at four in the morning in two columns, with ar-

tillery at the head of each, lieutenant colonel Lee in his front, and
lieutenant colonel VV;ishington in his rear.

While moving with much circumspection, in the well grounded
expectation that we slioiilii fall "pon (hf Hri'irh piquets unperceiv-
ed, captain Armstrong, conducting (he reconnoitring party, commu-
nicated to Lee the ap|)roaeh of a body of the enemy This oc-

curred about eight o'clock in the morning, four miles from the

British can. p. Forwarding this intelligence to the general, and
presuming that the descried foe, consisting of horse and foot, must
be the van of the enemy, Lee haltcvl, waiting for the approximation

of our main body.

The legion infantry were drawn up across tlie road, the cavalry

in open wood on its right, and Henderson with his corps in thick

wood upon its left. Shortly the British appeared, following Arm-
strong. The action opened, and the enemy were soon forced in

front, while the horse, making a tapid movement under major Eg-
gli'ston gained the rear. The infantry was destroyed, several

killeil, and about forty taken with their captain ; the cav "Iry, flying

in full speed as soon as they saw the legion driigoon- pjessing for-

ward, saveil ihemselvHs as did the foraging party following in the

reur, consisting of two or three hundred without arms.*
Pressing forward, we soon got in view of another body of the

enemy, with whom the action recommenced. Lieutenant colonel

Lee, advising the general of this occurrence, requested the sup-

port of artillery to counteract that of the enemy now opening.
Quickly colonel "Williams, adjutant general, brought up captain

Gams with his two pieces in full gallop, who unlimbering took his

part with decision and effect.

During this rencontre both armies formed. The American hav-

ing, as before mentioned, moved in two column*, each composed of
the corps destined for its respective lines, soon arranged in order of
battle.

three regiments lately ariiveH. Therefore it seems more probahle that lord

Rawdon's whole force rii(i riot exceed two thousand men, viz: the garrison with-

drawn from Camden ; lieutenant colonel Watson's corps ; major iVI'Aithur's re-

inforcement ; and the flank companies of rolonel Cionld's brigade." Add to this

ihe regulars of the garrison of Ninety-Six (four hundred) and the flank compa-
nies under Majoribanks, between two and three hundred.
*The rooting parly, being unarmed, hastei\ed back to the British camp upop

th« first fire, and tbcrcfoic escaped.
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The North Carolina militia under colonel Malmedy, with that of
South Carolina, led by the brigadiers Marion and Pickens, making
the tirst. and the continentals making the second line : lieutenant
colonel Campbell with the Virginians on the ritrht ; brigadier Sum-
ner with the North Carolinians lu the centre ;

"'' and the Maryland-
er?, conducted by Williams and Howard, on the left, resting with
its left flank on the Charleston road. Lee with his legion was
charged with the care of the right, as was Henderson "with his
corps with that of the left flank. The artillery, consisting only of
two threes and two sixes, commanded by the captains Gains and
Finn, were disposed the tirst with the front and the last with the
rear line

; and Baylor's regiment of horse, with Kirkwood's infan-
try of Delaware, composed the reserve, led by lieutenant colonel
Washington.
The British army was drawn up in one line, a few hundred paces

in front of their camp, (tents standing ) with two separate bodies of
infintry and the cavalry posted in its rear, ready to be ajiplied as
contingencies might point out.

The Bufl"-i t (third iegitnent), composed its right, resting with
its flank on the Charleston road ; the remains of several corps un-
der lieutenant colonel Cruger the centre ; and the sixty-third and
sixty fourth (veterans) the left. On the Eutaw branch, which runs
to the British camp, right of the Charleston road, was posted major
Majoribanks at the head of the grenadiers and light infantry, makino-
one battalion,— his right on the branch, and his left stretching in
an oblique line towards the fl.mk of the ButTs. This branch issued
from a deep ravine, between which and I he British camp ivas the
Charleston road, and between the road and the ravine was a strong
brick house The artillery was distributed along the line, a part
on the Ch.irleston road, and another part, on the road leading to
Roache's plantation, which passed through the enemy's left wing.
The front line of the American army, following close in the rear

of the two piere* under captain Gains, began now to be felt by the
van, who, diverging to the right and left, firing obliquely, took post
on the flanks ai^reeably to the orders of battle.

* This arrangement of Greene's second line is not correct in point of fact.
The North Carolinians luifler Sumner were posted on the right, and Campbell
with the Virginians in the centre. But when the militia of the first line gave
way, the brigade of Sumner was ordered to support them, and by his advance
Campbell's brigade became the. right of the second line. And after Sumner was
driven back, the brigades of Virginia and Maryland, were brought up, the
former on the right and in contact with the legion infantry. In this onier the
most important part of the battle was fought, the charge was made, and Camp-
bell (tilled

; and Lee writing from memory rdiher than research, places Campbell
on the right in the original order, because he remembered he was in that posi-
tion when lie fell by iris side.—Ed.

t This regiment was one of the three which had lately arrived from Ireland
and had never before been in action: yet, nevertheless, fought with the most
determined courage. The regiment of Maryla.id, under lieutenant colonel
Howard, was opposed to it ; and such was the obstinacy with which the contest
was maintained, that a number of the soldiers fell transfixed hy each others
bayonets.
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The militia advancing with alacrity, the battle became waroj,

convincing lieutenant colonel Stewart, unexpected as ii t[>i)c,irs to

have been, that Greene was upon him. The tire r.ui fro") (link to

flank ; our line ?tiil advancing, and the enemy, adhering t . his po-

sition, manifested a determination to wail an approach.
The sixty third and the legion infantry were warn;! M.^afr'^d,

when the sixty-fourth, with a part of the centre, adva:^<':ed upon
colonel Malmedy, who soon yielding, the success was pushed by

the enemy's left, and the militia, after a fierce contest, gave way

—

leaving the corps of Henderson and the legion infantry engaged*

sullenly falling back.

Greene instantly ordered up the centre of the second line under
brigadier Sumner, to fill the chasm produced by the reres.-ion of

the militia, who came handsomely into action, rangin:: with the in-

fantry of the legion and the corps of Henderson, bo h still main-

taining the flanks with unyielding enerrjy. The battle being rein-

stated grew hotter, and the enemy, who had before gained ground,

fell back to Ijis first position. Stewart now brought into line the

corps of infantry po-ted in the year of his left iving. and directed

major Coffin with Lis cavalry to take post on his left ; evincing a

jealousy of that flank where the woods were open and the ground
opportune for cavalry, in which we e;;relled. At this period of the

action, lieutenant colonel Henderson received a ball, which stopped

bis further exertion. His corps, however, soon recovered from
the effect produced by his fall ; and, Iwl on by lieutenant colonel

Hampton, continuing to act well its part, the American line perse-

vered in advance, and the tire became mutually destructive. Greene,
determining to strike a ronclusive blow, brcjght up the Maryland-

ers and Virginians ; when our line became dense, and pressing

forward with a shout the b-^ttle raged with redoubled furyt
The enemy, sensible that the weight of our force was bearing

upon him, returned our shout, and sustained himself nobly from
right to left. Majoribanks now for the first time was put in motion,

which being perceived, lieutenant colonel Washington with the re-

serve was commanded to fall upon him, and at the same moment
the line was ordered to hold up its fire and to charge with bayonet.

The air again resounded with the shouts of the advancing Ameri-

cans ; the enemy answering by pouring in a close and quickly re-

peated fire. As we drew near, lieutenant colonel I^ee, at the head

of his infantry, discerning that we outstrelrhed the enemy's line,

ordered captain Rudolph to fall back with his company, to gain the

enemy's flank, and to give him a raking fire as soon as be turned it.

This movement was executed with precision, and had the happiest

effect. The enemy's le(t could not sustain the approaching shock,

assailed in front as it was in llank and it instantly began to give *vay,

which quickly afterwards took place along the whole line, in some
parts of which the hostile ranks contended with the bayonet, indi-

viduals of the Marylanders and of the Bufls having been mutually

transfixed.

t Sumner's brigade had retreated before this took place, and was not ia the

charge.—Ed*.
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The conquering troops pres-^ed the advantage they had gained,

pursuing the foe, and po?se3;^ed themselves ot his camp, which was

yielded without a struggle. Washington promptly advanced to exe-

cute the orders he had received, and made a circuit to gain the rear

of Major ibanks, preceded by lieutenant Stuart* with one section. As

he drew near to the enemy, he found the ground thickly set with

black jack, and almost impervious to horse. Deranging as was this

unlooked for obstacle, Washington with his dauntless c;ivalry forced

his way, notwithstanding the murderous discharge of the enemy,

safe behind his covert. Human courage could net surmount the

obstruction which interpesed, or this gallant officer vrith his intre-

pid corps would have triumphed. Captain Watts, second in com-

mand, fell, pierced by two balls. Lieutenants King and Simmons
experienced a similar fate ; and Washington's horse being killed,

he became eiiunigled in the fall, v/hen struggling to extricate him>-

self he wa^i i)Hyoueted and taken. Lieutenant Stuart wa*: now dis-

moiintcd, being severely wounded, and his horse killed close to

the hostile ranks ; nor did a single man of his section escape, some

being killed and the rest wounded. The gallant young Carlisle,

from Alexaiiiiia, a cadet in the regiment, was killed, and half the

corps destroye:! ; after which the residue was drawn off by captain

Parsons, assisted by lieutenant Gordon.

This rvptilse took place at tbc time the British line g;>ve way.

Miijoribanks, although victorious, fell back to cover his flying com-

rades ; and major Sheridan, with the New York volunteers, judi-

ciously took possession of the brick house before mentioned for the

same purpose ; while, with the same view, major Coffin, with the

cavalry, placed himself on the left, in an open field west of the

-Charleston road.

In our pursuit we took three hundred prisoners and two pieces

of artillery : one taken by captain Rudolph, of the legion infantry,

and the other by lieutenant Duv.il, of the Maryland line, who was

killed— a young officer of the highest promise. As soon as we en-

tered the field, Sheridan began to fire from the brick house. The
left of the legion infantry, led by lieutenant Manning, the nearest

to the house, followed close upon the enemy still entering it, hoping

to force his way before the door could be barred. One of our sol-

diers actually got half way in, and for some minutes a struggle of

strength took place—Manning pressing him in, and Sheridan forcing

bim out. The latter prevailed, and the door was closed. Here

captain Barre, deputy adjutant general, the brother of the cele-

brated colonel Barr»i,t and some few others, were overtaken and

made prisoners. Lieutenant colonel Lee, finding his left discomfit-

ed in the bold attempt, on the success of which much hung, recall-

ed it ; and Manning so disposed of his prisoners, by mixing them

with his own soldiers, as to return unhurt ; the enemy in the bouse

sparing him rather than risking those vvith him.

* Colonel Philip Stuart, now a member of congress uom Maryland

? Member of parliamenl.
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At this point of time lieutenant colonel Howard, with a part of

his regiment, passed through the field towards the head of the ra-

vine, and captain Kirkwcoc! appeared approaching the house on its

right. M-ijoribanks, though uninjured, continued ?>tationary on the

enemy's right, as did Coflin witli the cavalry on the left. Sheridan,

from a few swivels and his musketry, poured his fire in every di-

rection without cessation.

Durin<r this period, Stewart was actively employed in forming his

line ; ditlicuh in itself from the severe battle just fouglit, and ren-

dered more so by the consternation which evidently prevailed.

The follawers of the army, the wagons, the wounded, the timid,

were all hastening towards Charleston ; some along the road in our

view, others through the tield back of the road, equally in view
;

while the staff were destroying stores of every kind, especially

spirits, which the British soldiers sought with avidity.

General Greene brought up all his artillery against the house,

hoping to effect a breach, through which he was dptermined to

force his way ; convinced that the submission of the enemy in the

house gave him the hostile army. At the same moment lieutenant

colonel Lee (still on the right) sent for Eggleston and his cavalry,

for the purpose of striking Cofiin, and turning tlie head of the ra-

vine ; which point was properly selected for the concentration of

our force, too much scattered by the |)ursuit, and by the allure-

ments which the enemy's camp presented. Here we commanded

the ravine, and might readily break up the incipient arrangements

of the rallying enemy ; here we were safe from the fire of the

house, aniJ here we possessed the Charleston road While Lee

was halted at the edge of the wood, impatiently waiting for the

arrival of his horse, he saw captain Armstrong (the leading officer

for the day) approaching, and not doubling that the corps was fol-

lowing, the lieutenant colonel advanced into the field, directing Arm<

strong to follow.

He had gone but a little way, when the captain told him that only

his section was up, having never seen the rest of the orps since

its discomfiture on the left some time before. This unlooked for

intelligence was not less fiUal to the bright prospect of personal

glory, than it was to the splendid issue of the conflict.* Not a single

*When lieutenant rolonel Lee took charge of liis infantry, general Greene

was pleased to direct that Xhr cavalry of the legion should be placed at his

disposal It accordingly followed, at a safe distance, in the rear of the in-

fantry.

Being sent for at this crisis (as has been related) only one troop appeared.

Major Hggleston had been previously ordered into action, and had been foiled,

hy encountering the same sort of obstacle experienced by Washington, as wag

afterwards ascertained.

To thiii unfortunate and unauthorized order, may be ascribed the turn in thi«

day's battle. Had the legion cavalry been all up at this crisis. Coffin would

have been cut to pieces, the enemy's left occupied in force, the route already

coin.nienred completed, and Stewart would have been deprived, by the change

in our position, of the aid derived from the brick house ; and his army must in

consequence liavu laid down their arms.
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doubt can be entertained, had the cavalry of the legion been in

place, as it ought to have been, that Coffin would have been carri-

ed, vvhi<;h must have been followed by the destruction of the Bri-

tish army. Our infantry were getting into order, and several small

bodies were sufficiently near to have improved every advantage ob-
tained by the cavalry. Howard, with Oldham's company, had just

recommenced action between the house and the head of the ravine
;

and our troops on the right were in motion for the same ground,
not doubting the destruction of Coffin, who only could annoy their

flank. The recession of Lee, and the retirement of Howard, who
was at this instant severely wounded, nipped in the bud measures
of offence in this quarter ; while, on the left, the house remained
in possession of Sheridan, the weight of our metal being too light

to etfect a breach
This intermission gave Stewart time to restore his broken line,

which being accomplished, he instantly advanced, and the action

was renewed. It soon terminated in the enemy's reposs.^ssion of
his camp, followed by our retreat, with the loss of two tield pieces,

and the recovery of one of the two before taken by us.

Satii^fied with these ativantages, colonel Stewart did not advance
further ; and general Greene (after despatching lieutenant colonel

Lee with a proposition to the British commander, the object of
which was to unite with him in burying the dead.) drew ofl'; per-
suaded that he had recovered the country, the object in view, as

well as that a more convenient opportunity for repetition of battle

tvould be presented on the enemy's retreat, which he was cowvinced
could not long be deterred.

The battle lasted upwards of three hours, and was fiercely con-
tested, every corps in both armies bravely supporting each other.

The loss was uncommonly great—more than one fifth of the Bri-
tish and one fourth of the American army being killed and wound-
ed, as stated in the official returns, which intelligent officers of both
armies considered short of the real loss sustained The enemy
made sixty prisoners, all wounded ;—we took about five hundred,
including some wounded left in his camp by colonel Stewart when
be retired. Of six commnndaots of regiments bearing continen:.»l

commissions, Williams and Lee were only unhurt. Washington,
Howard and Henderson were wounded ; and lieutenant colonel

Campbell, highly respected and beloved, was killed.

Thi» excellent officer received a ball in his breast, in the deci-

sive charge which broke the British line, while listening to an
interrogatory from lieutenant colonel Lee, then on the left of the

legion infantry, adjoining the right of the Virginians, the post of
Campbell. He dropped on the pummel of his saddle speechless,*

* Doctor Ramsay has represented the death of this highly respected officer

differently, from information which no doubt the doctor accredited

But as the writer was personally acquainted with the transaction, he cannot
jfefrain from stating it exactly as it happened. The Virginians had beeiin to

fire, whi<-:h was not only against orders, but put in danger [iudolph and his

parly, then turning the enemy's left. To stop this fir«, lieutenant colonel Lee
4.H
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and w.is borne in the rear by Lee's orderly dragoon, m whose care

lie expired, tlie rnomenl he was laketi fiom his horse * Many ol

our ollicers of every grade snOered, militia as well as contt-

uentali" ; aniunii whom was l)rigadier Pickens, who was wounded.

The conclusion of tliis battle was as unexpected to both armies

as it wa- morlifyini^ to ours. The. s|)londour which its beginning and

progress had shed upon our arms became obscured, and the rich

prize within our grasp was lost. Had our cavalry contributed its

aid, as heretofore it never failed to do, a British army must have

surrendered to Greene on the field of battle. But they were un-

foi tunr>trly brought into action under diiliculties not to be conquer-

ed ; one corps cut to pieces, and the other dispersed, in effect the

same ; and tlie critical moment passed, befoie it concentrated.

Had the infantry of the reserve preceded the cavalry of the re-

serve, Washington would have avoided the unequal contest to which

he was exposed ; and by patiently watching for the crisis, would

have fallen upon Majoribanks when retiring to shielil the enemy's

broken line. Had Eggleston not been drawn from his post by or-'

ders officiously communicated to that ofiicer as from (he general,

when in trulh he never issued such orders, Lee would have been

joined by his cavalry, ready to inflict the last blow, so clearly with-

in his power. Both these untoward incidents were necessary to

stop us from the signal victory courting our acceptance, and both

occurred.

'J'he honouit of the day was claimed by both sides, while the

benefits tlowing tVom it were yielded to the Americans : the first be-

longed to neither and the last to us.

Congress expressed their sense of the conduct of the general and

of the merit of the army, presenting their thanks to Greene, and to

fiivery corps who fought under hiai on that day
;
presenting him at

the same time with a British standard, and a gold medal emblemati-

cal of the battle.l

galloped down the line to Caiiiphell, and while spiiaking to him on the subject,

the litMitenaiit colonel leceived his wound, of which he soon expired without

uttering a word.

*Cnh)nol Campbell, though in appearance d^ad, actually survived some hours

after liis fall, and on being tolrl just before he expired, that the Americans were

victorious, exclaimed with the heroic (trvour of Wolfe, " then I die contented."

Ed,

+ Sec Appendix Q. and Q.

\ By the United States in Congress assembled, October 29ih, 1781.

liesolved, That the thanks of the United Slates in Congress assembled, be pre-

sented to major general Greene, for his wise, decisive and magnanimous conduct,

in the action of the 8th of September last, near the Eutaw Springs, in South Ca-

lolina ; in which, with a force inferior in number to that of the enemy, he ob-

tained a most signal victory.

That the thanks of the United States, in Congress assembled, be presented to

the officers and men of the Maryland and Virginia brigades, and Delaware bat-

talion of continental troops, for the unparalleled bravery and heroism by them

displayed, in a.lvancing to the enemy through an incessant fire, and charging

them with an impetuosity and ardour that could not be resisted.

That the liianks of the United States, in Congress assembled, be presented to

the officers and (uen of the legionary corps and artillery, for their intrepid and

g,allant exertions during the action.
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Not a spring nnr a rivulet was near, biit fh;it in possepsion of (lie

enemy ; and the water in our cariteens liad been rxhitusted early in

the baltle. The diiy was extremely sultry, and the cry for water
"was universal.

Much as general Greene wished to avail himselfof the evidt-nt ad-

vantage he had gained, by setting down close to Stewart, he was
forced to forego this desire, and to retire se\eral mile* to th<; first

spot which afforded an adequate supply of vv;iter. There he halted

for the niglit, determined to return and renew the battle.

Marion and Lee were to move on the 9th, and turn the enemy's
left, with the view of seizing the first strong pass on the road to

Charleston, below the Eutaw Spring, as well to interrupt colonel

Stewart when retreating, as to repel any reinforcement which might
be detached from the garrison of Charleston ; while the general

continued in his camp, actively engaged in preparing arrmgemenis
for the conveyance of the wounded to the High Hills, Marion and
Lee, approaching the enemy's left, discovered that he had boen b\i-

sily employed in sending off his sick and wounded, and that he was
hastening his preparations to decamp. Despatching a couiir to

Greene with this information, the light troops ma<le a circuit (o fdl

into the Charleston road near Ferguson's swam|), and to take post

on its margin : being an eligible position for the accomplishment ui

the object in view.

In our march we received intelligence that a detachment friim

Monk's Corner, led by major M'Arlhur, was hastening to join Stevv-

Thai the thanks of the Unifeft States, in Congress assembled, be presented to

the brigade of Noilh Carolina, for their resolution and perseverance in attacking
the enemy, and suslaiiiino; a superior fire.

That the thanks of the United Stales, in Congress assembled, be presented to

the officers aud men of the state corps of South Cnrotina, for the zeul, activily

and firmness by them exhibited ihrougliout the engagement.
That the tlianks of the United Stiiies, in CoHgress assembled, be presented lo

the officers and men of the militia, uho formed the front line iu the or.ier of bat-

tle, and sustained their post with honour, propriety, und a resoluii.ui u-orlliy of

Dien determined to be free.

Resolved, That a British standard be presented to major general Greene, as

an honourable testimony of his merit, and a golden tr.edal emblematical of the

baltle and victory aforesaid.

That major general Greene be desired to present the thanks of Congress to

captains I^ieice and Pendleton, major Hyriie and captain Shubrirk, his «i Is de
camp, in testimony of their particular activity and good conduct during the

whole of the battle.

Thai a sword be presented to captain Pierce, who bore tiie gcneraTs des-

patches, giving an account of the victory ; and that the boanl of war tike order
herein.

Resolved, That the thanks of the United States, in Congress assembled, be
.presented to brigadier general Marion, of tiie South Carolina miliiia, for his

wise, gallant and decided conduct in dereiiding; the lil)eities ol his eonntty ; and
particularly for his prudent and intrepid attack on a t)orly of I'.ritith troops, on
the 30th day of August last ; and for the distinguished part he Iook in the battle

of the 8ih of Scpteniber.

Extract from the minutes,

CHARLES THOMPSON, Secretary.

\
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art. It was now deemed ailvisable to recede from the original put-

pose, and by a rapid, though circuitous movement, to gain a more
distant position, with the view of striking at M'Arthur so far below
the Eutaws a? to put him out of possibility of support from Stewart

;

the connnencement of whose retreat was momently expected. To
accomplish this arduous movement in time, every exertion was
made. Fatigued as the troops were, by their active service the

day before, with the long morning's march through deep sand, and
scorching heat, yet they gained the desired ground within the allot-

ted time.

Hut this oppressive march was useless. Stewart hurried his pre-

parations, and commencing his retreat on the evening of the 9th,

had brought his first division within a few miles of M'Arthur, when
the light troops reached their destined point. Thus situated, to

fight M'Arthur became rarh ; as it could not be doubted that he

could and would maintain the action, until reinforced by Stewart.

Marion and Lee wore compelled to desitit, and taking post at some
distance in the woods, on the right flank of Stewart, they waited un-

til the main body passed, hoping to strike successfully his rearguard.

In the course of the morning of the 10th, the junction of M'Ar-
thur was eftected 'oeiow Martin's tavern, and the British army con-

tinued moving towards Monk's Corner, which is one day's march
from Charleston.

Gaining the rear of Stewart, the legion dragoons were directed to

fall upon the cavalry attached to the rear guard. This was hand-

somely executed by the van under c.ipt;iin O'Neal : he made most of

the roai p irty prisoners, two or three escaping to the infantry by

the flettness of their horses

So vvident was the dismay"* which prevailed, that lieutenant co-

lonel Lee not satisfied with this advantage, determined to persevere

in pursuit with iiis cavalry ; hoping to find an opportunity of cutting

off the rearguard, with a portion of their wagons conveying the

woundrd.
Following until late in the evening, picking up occasionally the

ful'ijiued who h.id fdlen behind, and the str igglers ; he received in-

telligence from some of the last taken, which determined hira not

* After the battle, lieutenant colonel Stewart ordered all the arms belonging

to the dead and wounded to be collected, whi'-h was accordingly d<ine. When
the army had marched off the ground, this pile of arms was set on fire by the

icar guard. Many of the miiskels being loaded, an irregular discharge took

plar.e rescfnbling the desultory fire which usually precedes battle. The retreat-

ing army at once presumed that Greene was up, and had commenced his attack

on its rear. Dismay and confusion took place ; wagoners cut their horses from

the wagons and rode off, abandoning their wag(ms.

The followers of the army fled iu like manner, and the panic was rapidly

spreading, when the filing in the rear ceased. Colonel Washingt<^n, who had

been taken, though indulged with his parole, was accompanied by two officers.

Thife gentlemen ab.indoued the colonel and galloped oflf, not liking present ap-

pearances ; hut as soon as the mistake was dis-covereil, returned to their prisoner.

Washington, atter his exchange, communicated these facts to his friend major

Fendleloa, aid-de-camp to general Greene.
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lonirer tc postpone his blow. Detaching Eggleston with one troop

on his right, to fall upon the flank, Lee, at the head of the other two
troops, moved along the road to force the enemy in front. As soon

as Eggleston had gained the desired situation the charge was sound-

ed, and the cavalry rushed upon the enemy. Unluckily the wood,
through which Eggleston passed to the road, was thickly set with

blackjack, it became more ditficult as you came nearer the road,

and i.he rear otlicer of the enemy forming his guard en potence, gave
the assailants a warm recepiion, Hying the moa»ent he delivered his

fire, yielding up several wagons.

Eggleston and his troop were roughly handled ; his horse being

killed.-^himself happily escaping although five balls pierced bis

clothes arid equipments : an unexpected issue, and which would not

have takt:n place, had not the wood arrested his progress. Lee's

squadron was very little injured, having none of ihe impediments to

encounter, winch acciJent.dly interfered with Eggleston. 'I'lie suc-

cess turned ctjt to be useless, for the miserable wounded, supplicated

po fervenU- 'o be permitted to proceed, that lieutenant colonel Lee
dcterminec not to add to their misery, and to his trouble ; but taking

otT his own v-. ounded returned to Marion, leaving the wagons and tha

wounded to continue their route.

Greene did n t reach the hostile camp in time to fall upon Stewart;

and >o expmlitious was the progress of the latter, that every en-

deavour to come up witii him with the m-iin body, was nugatory.

The Briti-^h army took post at Monk's Corner, and general

Greene returned to Eut.iw Spring. Here he found some of the en-

emy's wounded,— lett l)i-cause their condition forbad moving,—with

some of his own in the same situation The necessary arrange-

ments being made for the care and comfort of these unfortunate m-
dividuals, the American general proceeded by easy marches to our
favourite camp, the High Hills of Santee.

This retirement from the lield came indispensable ; not only

because of our diminished force from the severe battle lately fought,

but disease had resumed its wasting havock, brought on by tluj forty-

eight hours' hard service ; throughout which we were exposed to

the sultry sun during the day, and to the heavy dew during the

night. Never had we experienced so much sickness at any one
time as we did now ; nor was it confined to new levies, as was cus-

tomary, but affected every corps ; even those most inured to military

life, and most accustomed to the climate. Nearly one half of the

army was disabled by wounds or fever, and among (he last some of

the best olhcers who had escaped in the action. General Greene
happily enjoyed his usual health, and softened our misery by his

care and attention. Litters were provided for those most afflicted,

and all the comforts which the country afforded were collected,

and reserved for the exclusive use of the sick and wounded. On
the 18th we reached the High Hills, when permanent arrange-

ments were adopted for the accommodation of the wounded for

checking the spread of di-;ease, and for tiie plentiful supply of

wholesome provisions. Marioa and his militia, being habituated to
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the swamps of Pedee, were less affected by the prevailing fever,

a:id continued on the soiiih of the Coigar. e, to proteci the country

from the predatory excursions of the enemy.
The British army did not escape the insalubrity of the season

and climate, and like its adversaries, was held quiei in quarters
j

their chief attention too being called to the rosloialion of the sick

and wounded.
Upon lord Rawdon's sailing for Europe, Cortjwallis appointed

major general Leslie, then serving under him in V'irjr'mi, to the

command of the British troops in the Carolinas and Geuitjia ; but

this officer did not reach Charleston for some weeks after the battle

of the Eutaws.

CHAFTER XXXIV.

i\. NEW scene now opened upon the American theatre. The
expectation announced by the commander in chief to thn general in

the South, previous to our decampment from the High Hills of San-

tee, became confirmed in the course of the la<t month. Admiral

count De Barras, the French nival commander on this station,

commimicated officially to general Washington, the resolution taken

by the count De Gra«se, commanding the French fleet in the West
Indies, of sailing from Cape Francois, in St. Domingo for the Ches-

apeake, on the 3d of August with a powerful fleet, having on board

three thou-and land forces. Charmed with the prospect of being

enabled at length to act with the vigour congenial with his disposi-

tion, Washington hastened his preparations to invest New York, as

soon as the fleet of his most christian majesty should arrive.

Nothing was wanting but one decisive stroke to put an end to the

war, which his daily experience of the embarrassments attendant

opou all the measures of congress, convinced him was at this time

indispensable to our final success. The nation was absolutely

wearied out ; voluntary enlirstments to fill up our ranks, had long

since yielded to the enrolment of drafts from the militia for short

periods of service, and this last resort had proved very inade*jua(e.

Reduced as had been our number of regiments, in consequence of

the insufficiency of the annual supply of men, yet they remained

incomplete. When Washington took the field in June, his whole

force (including the army under La Fayette, the garrison of West
Point, and a detachment of the New York line under brigadier

Clinton, posted on (he frontier of that state,) amounted to some-
thing more than eight thousand. His effective force, ready to act

under his immediate orders, is rated at four thousand five hundred.

Such was the humlde condition of the mdn army, alter the most
judicious, active and persevering effort? of the commander in chief

throughout the winter and spring, sii[iported l)y congress^ to bring

into the field a respectable force.
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Diminutive as our army was, yet our capacity to subsist it wae
uiore so. Occasionally its separation became inevitable, to secure
daily food ; and therefore we may congratubite ourselves that our
ranks were not crovvded. The tour Eastern states, u|)on this, as

upon many previous urgent occasions, took eflfectual measures to

provide and to transport all the necessary supplies within their

reach ; these consisted of mea'', salt and liquor. Bread was still

wanting; and this was procurable only from Pennsylvania and Ma"-

r^land, so completely exhausted were the two states of New-York
and New Jersey ; having been, from 1776, the continued seat of'

war.

The wicked and stupid system of coercion had been pushed to

its extreme, and was at length necessarily abandoned ; having be-

come as unproductive as it had always been irritating. We had no
money ; as our paper notes (so called) had lost every semblance of
coin, except tlie name, and the credit of the Lnited States had become
the general topic of derision.

Tcnilfr laws had been enacted to support it ; but the more we
attempted to compel the coy dame, the faster she withdrew fromi

our embrace. Our credit 'necame extinct ; and having nothing but

depreciated papv;r to offer in payment, poverty and distrust over-

spread the land.

In this distres-^ing crisis congrfss came to the wise resolution of

stopping the emission of paper, anil substituted an annual requisition

on the states for the means of supporting the war. Even this last

resource failed to produce the intended effect, the states neglecting

the calls of the federal head. Contusion and «lisorder had reached

its height ; an<l Washington himself, the la>t to despond, began to

apprehend that we should fiil in protiting of the effectual and

timely aid proffered by our ally, through our own incapacity and

impotence.

Soon al'ter congress adopted the resolution above mentioned, the

finances of tiie nation were committed to the superintendence of an

individual ;—a wise reform, too long delayed.

Robert Morris, of Philadelphia, a member of congress from

Pennsylvania, possessing a mini penetrating and indefatigable.

—

who had passed from early life through the various grades of com-

mercial pursuits, as distinguished by his enterprise and system, as

by the confidence which his j)robity and jtunctuality bad establish-

ed,—was happily selected to till this arduous station.

Compelled by the coid'usion and want which every where ex-

isted, he entered upon the duties of his office sooner than he in-

tended ; having on his acceptance stipulated for a limited suspen-

sion, with the view of completing satisfactorily the various prere-

quisite arrangements.

Discarding considerations forcibly applying to his own reputation

in this threatening conjuncture, he immediately assumed his new
station, giving his entire attention to the restoration of credit. Pro>

mulgating his determination to meet with punctuality every engage,

ment, he was sought with eagerness by all who had the meems rf
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supplying tlie public wants. The scene changed ; to ptirchase now,
as heretofore to sell, was considered the favour be?tovvi d. Faith-

fully performing his promise, our warts began to disappear, and the

military operations no longer were suspended by the want of ne-

cessary means.

To facilitate his efforts he very soon proposed to congress the

formation of a national bank, which expedient was immediately

adopted ; and this institution became a powerful engine to smooth
the dilTi ulties in his way. Nor was he less sagacious than fortu-

nate in his measures to bring into use the annual contribution of

Pennsylvania to the iVderal treasury, by undertaking to pay for the

state the requisitions of congress, on beint: authorized to receive

the taxes imposed by the legislature to meet the demand. This
masterly negotiation secured bread to the troops, the last important

supply yet wanting, after the patriotic and successful efforts of the

four New England states to furnish the other articles.

Strong in his personal credit, and true to his engagements, the

superintendanl became tirmer every day in the public confidence
;

and unassisted, except by a small portion of a small loan* gran ed

by the court of Versailles to the United States, this individual citi-

zen gave food and motion to the main army
; proving by his conduct,

that credit is the offspring of integrity, economy, system and punc-
tuality.

The apprehensions which had ret.irded for a time the contem-
plated movements of the army vanishing, Washington crossed from

the western to the eastern side of the Hudson river, having pre-

viously directed the count de Rochambeau, commacding the French
army, to move from Rhode Island. As the count approached the

confines of the state of New York, an otticer was despitcbf-d to

him, changing his direction with a view to bring him in timely sup-

port of an enterprise on the eve of execution against sou'e of the

enemy's posts on York Island. The French general very cordi;il-

ly and zealously pressed forward to contribute the desired aid ; but

the projected plan proving abortive, Washington fell back to the

North river, where he was joined by the French army at Dobbs's
ferry on the Gth of July.

It having been settled to strike at New York, in a conference
which ensued between the allied generals, soon after the decision

of the cabinet of Versailles to co-operate by sea in the course of
the following autumn, was known, all the measures hitherto adopt-

ed pointed to this object. Of themselves they were sufficiently

significant to attract the attention of sir Henry Clinton ; and he ac-

cordingly sent orders to lord Cornwallis, to detach a considerable

portion of his army to his support. Before this order was executed,
sir Henry Clinton received a reinforcement of three thousand men
from England, which induced him to counteract his requisition for

a part of the army in Virginia, and to direct Cornwallis to place

•Six millions of livres tournais, a part of which was applied to the purchast'
(Tf clothiug for our army, and the balance was obtained by biiU on Paris,
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himself safe in some strong po'<t on the Chesiipeake during the ap-

pT'iHchin!! equinox, ready to resume ofl'ensive operations as sooq

as it should blow over. Deticient as Washington was in the strength

of hi-i army, and apprized that sir Henry Clinton, although holding

in New York only four thou<antl five hundred resiulars (exclusive

of his late reinforcement,) could augment his force with six thou-

sand of the militia in the city and its environs ; he began to turn

his attention to a secondary object, lest he might find the tirst im-

practicable. The army of Cornwidhs was the next in order as in

consequence. He therefore auvised La Fayette, in Virginia, of

the probability of this result ; directing him to take his measures

in time to prevent Cornwallis's return to North Carolina, should

his lordship, appiehending the intended blow, attempt to avoid it

by the abandonment of Virginia.

Washington, now at the h(^ad of the allied army, for the first

time durijig the war, held a force capable of continued offence.

His effective strei:>ith was not more th^m nineteen thousand ;*

but this body might be greatly augmented by the militia of New
Jersey, New York -nd Connecticut, as well as by the garrison of

West-Point, and by the corps under brigadier Clin'.on, still on the

frontiers of the staie. Nor can it be doubted that he would have

received every possible aid to his operation*, as the great boon for

which he fought came into our possession by the fall of New York.

Fixed in liis resolut:on to bring to sui~mission the first or second

army of the enemy, he pressed forward bis preparati(ms for carry-

ing New York (the object pififerred) as soon as the naval co-opera-

tion appeared. With this view, he took his measures with the

* Congress had demanrled from the states an army of thirty-seveu thousand

men, to assemble in January. In Vjay our whole force, from New Hampshire

to Georgia, did not exreed tf-n thousand ; nor had we adequate supplies of pro-

visions and clothing even for this sm^ll force.

'Instead of having magzines filled with provisions, we have a scanty pit-

tance scattered here and there in the diiferent states. Instead of having our

arsenals well supplied with military stores, ihey are poorly provide'l, and the

workmen all leavifpg them. Instead of having the various articles of field equip-

age in readiness to deliver, the quarternidster general is but now applying to

the several states (as the dernier resort) to provide these things for their troops

respectively. Instead of haviiig a regular system of transportation established

upon credit—or funds in the quartermastfr's hands to defray the contingent ex-

penses of it—we have neither tlie one nor the other; and all that business, or a
great part of it, being done by military inipre-sment, we are daily and hourly

oppressing the people, souring their tempers, iilienaiing their affections. Instead

of having the regiments completed to ihi; new establishments, ( md whi( h oug^ht

to have been so hy the day of , agreeably to the requisitions of con-

gress,) scarce any state in the Union has, at this hour, one eighth ()art of its

quota in the field; and there is little prospect, thai I can see, of ever getting

more than half. In a xvord, instead of having every thing in readiness to take

the field, we have nothing. And instead of having the prospect of a glorious

offensive campaign before us, we have a bewildered and gloomy prospect of a
defensive one ; unless we should receive a powerful aid of ships, land troops

and money from our generous allies : and these at present are too contingent

to build upon.'' Extract from Washington's Journal, published in MaishalPs
Life of Washington.

44
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governors of the adjacent states for obtaining; such auxiliary force

a- he inii^ht rpq'ii'C; and he [)lai'C{l his army in convenient posi-

tions to act in nni-^on either agiinst New York or Staten Island.

The latter was cert:iinly that which claimed primary attention ; as

its possession l»y tiie allif< give a facility for naval co operation

a:;:unst the city and iiarbour, as important to a combined efiort, as

teu'ling to hasten the sunend'-r of the Fintish army.

Sir Henry Clinton was not inattentive to the course selected by

his . nemy. M»^ strengthened his corps on Staten Island, he strength-

ened his post at I'aulus Hook, and he held in the city a portion of

bis disposable force ready to reinforce either station «\hich the

progress of his adversary mi^ht render expedient. Washington,

persevering in his decision to bring lo his aid the navy of our ally

in ihe commencement of his assault, determined (irst to possess

Staten Island. He therefore drew large bodies of his troops from

the east of the Hudson, and pushed all ti»e preliminary preparations

for vigorous operations aiiiinst ibat Island. Connecticut, always

true to hei [innoiples. wit!i the virtuous Trumbull at her head, was

ready to ti!! up with her hardy sons, the chasm in the line of force

ea>t of the Hudson ; and Washington had so often experienced the

zeal anil tilf lity of that brave and virtuous people, that he did not

hesitate in reducing his force opposite to V ork Island in order to

strengthen himseil in New .Tersey.

This state had been roused to a higher pilch of enthusiasm in our

just cause, by the predatory mcur-iuns otien repeated in the Sound

since the expedition of sir Henry Clinton for the relief of Rhode
Island. She sent her fat beeves to feed us, and her willing sons to

fight by our sides.

Safe on the east of the Hudson, Washington continued to augment

his strength on the west.

This course of action was not only adapted to his present object,

but was supported by the consideration that if events should compel

him to relinquish his design on New York, he would be more

conveniently situated to press the destruction of the enemy in V'ir-

ginia.

In accordance with his original design, the commander in chief

continued to increase his m"ans of commencing his operations with

the reduction of Staten Island. Magazines of flour had been col-

lected in the vicinity of Springfield, in Jersey ; to which place,

about the middle of August, the line of that state, with Hazen's re-

giment, was detached, to cover the depot, and to hasten the comple-

tion of houses and ovens then pre])armg to supply bread for the

troops moving towa ds the Hudson, for the purpose of crossing into

Jersey to the scene of action. The boats destroyed by Simcoe had

been replaced ; and all others which could he procured were

now collected at places convenient to Staten Island, mounted
;^„„„st^

on wheels, ready for instantaneous conveyance, when requi-

site to transport the army to the intended attack. The last division

of the allies crossed Ihe Hudson on the 25th, and assembling in the
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neighbourhood of Pannvis, hiilted, waiting apparently only for the

arrival of the Frencli fleei to advance upon Staten Inland.

Late cosnninnicatio'is with adiuiral count de Barras evinciog that

the Chesapeake had been selected by the count de Grasse as his

point of destinition, and the short pf-riod aUotted by thnt othcer lor

his continuance on our coa*t, more and more impressed Washington

with the j)robai>ihty that he mi^ht be compelled to reiinquistj his

first obji'ct, and content himself with the second. Therefore, while

seriously preparing to strike at New York, he never lost si,ht of

placing himself in the most eligible position to hasten to Virginia,

should be be compelled to abandon that design.

The force to be employed in the South, in thft event of such a

change in his plan, had now passed the tlud-on, with its van i^e.ir

Spriogtield—detached thither, as has been mentioned for the os-

tensible purpose of protecting our magazine of flour ; but in case

Wishington decided to turn his arms against Cornwallis, the advance

of this corps had the double effect of confirming the apprehensions

of sir Henry Clinton as to New York, ami of placing it nearer lo

Virginia. He repented his orders to La Fayette to 'ake measures

to arrest Cornwallis, should he attempt to retreat to the South ; and

at the same time addre-sed gevernor Jefl'erson, urging him to exert

all his powers in preparing certain speritied aids of men. provisions,

wagons, and implements, which the conjuncture demanded.

Never was a game better played ; and the tiuil decision taken by

the commander in chief to proceed against Cornwallis, grew out of

three considerations, every one of which was weighty. The French

admiral preferred the unforlitied bay of Che>iapeake to the fortified

basin of New York for co-operation; the time appropriated for the

absence of his fleet from the VVe-t Indies comported more with un-

dertaking the facile enterprise against lord Corn>vallis, than the stub-

born operation against New York ; and the expected reinforcements

ot he army had in a great de<;ree failed. When too the situation

of the United States was brought into view—which was thoroughly

understood by Washington—no doubt could remain of the propriety

of changing the scene of action from New York to Viry;inia. Year

after year had the hope been indulged of receiving adequate n aval

aid : at length its approach vvas certain. To apply it unsuccessfully

would be productive of every possible ill ; and our debility forbad

hazarding such an issue, great as might be the g-iin. Necessarily,

therefore, did the commander in chief relinquish his tirst object.

This change was communicated to count de Barras, who, keeping

his fleet in readiness, sailed on the 25th with his •squadron for the

Chesapeake, expecting to find there the count de Grasse, having in

his care all the heavy ordnance and military stores for the intended

operations.

Pursuant to his plan, the count de Grasse left Cape Frangois

early in August with twenty-nine sail of the line, taking under con-

voy a very large fleet of merchantmen, richly laden, destined for

Europe. As soon as the French admiral had placed his charge in

safety, he steered with twenty-eight sail of the line for the Chesa-
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peake, trusting the fleet of nierrhai)trn. n lo the protection of one oi'

his «*hi|)s ot the hne and a few frigate!?.*

The Bntist) atlmir.il in th.; West Indie*, sir G. B. Rodney, had by

his a tivity. courage and snocess acquired consideraiile distinction
;

but although advis.-d by the Britisii ministry of the intended vi>«it of

the French fleet to the roast of America, he seems to have neglect-

ed or underrated it» efi'ect. He was led to this conclusion proba-

bly by the persuasion that de Grasse never would trust the rich

fleet in his care across the Atlantic to a siniile ship of the line and

a few iVigales ; but that he would guard it with an adequate convoy,

which would necessarily brins; his force to a size within the control

of the squadron under admiral Graves, reinforced by that now com-

mitted by sir George lo admiral Hood, with orders to has'en to the

Chesapeake ; tiius evincing his knowledge of the intention of his

adversary Hood lo-t not a moment in executing his orders, and

with press of sail sha|it-d his course, at the head of fourteen sail of

the Ime, for the Chesapeake, where he arrived on the 25th—the

very day count de Barra? left Rhode Island, and the last division of

the A'nerican army, intended to act against Cornwallis, crossed the

Hudson.
Finding the Chesapeake empty, he continued along our coast,

looking as he passed into the Delaware, which, like the Chesapeake,

was unoccupied and on the 28th arrived at .Sandy Hook Admiral

Graves, thus strengthened, although he had with him but five ships

of the line fit for service, put to sea on the same day ;
hoping either

to fall in with count de Barras—of whose departure t'rom Rhode

Island he was jusi apprised—or with tl^.e French West India fleet,

before the intended junction could be effected. Most ruinous would

have been the consequence had fortune favoured his attempt ;
de

Barras, condurring not only a very inferior squadron, but having in

his rare all tUe mditary supplies requisite for the attempt on the Bri-

tish army in Virginia. .

He met vvilh neither—de Barras having very judiciously avoided

him by going far out to sea, and de Grasse having arrived in the

Che>apeake on the 30th. long before the British admiral reached the

latitude of the capes of Virginia.

A* ooo as he anchored hn was boarded by an officer from La Fay-

ette, announcing his situation and that of the enemy. The count im-

mediateh detached tour ships of the line to block up York river,

and employed some of his frigates in conveying the marquis St Si-

mon, with the French reinforcement under his orders, up James ri-

ver, for the purpose ofjoining La Fayette.

* To this admirable and juHi<-ious decision of tiie count de Grasse, we owe the

propitious event which followed, and which led to peace and independence.

Veiy priiperly did congress take care of the relatives of the count when lately

60 oppressed with adveisity. Sir G. B. Rodney was completely deceived : for

be woula not for a moii.enl bflipve that the French admiral would risk such a
valuable flnet with such slight protertion, and therefore detached only fourteen

sail of tile line to our coast, which secured to our ally the naval ascendency so

essential to our success.
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On the 5lh of" September the van of the British fleet iipp eared off

Cape rienr)'. De Gusse waiied only to .isceriam its charrttler,

douiitlul wtielher it jTiight not be the French squadron troiu Khode
Island, tiignals unanswered demonstrated itiau the fleet wa^ Bri-

tish, and every mo .lenl brought into view additional strength

The doubt as to character bein^ removed, the i-'reucli admiral

took his part wiiJi decision and galiantry. He slipped cable autl put

to sea, deteimmed lo bring hi? enemy to baitie. Ttiis was not de-

clined, although Graves had but nineteen stiips ot the line to contend

against twenty -lour.

The opinion ol the day was unfavourable to the conduct of the

British admiral, reprehending with asperity his mode ot entering

into balile Hood with tiie van division leading handsomely in a

compact body, was closing fast witli the adverst- tleet. when liie ad-

miral hoisted the signal lo lack, tin owing Hood oil and putting

Drake with the rear division anead. U wa- conteutlt d tnat, excel-

ling in seaman-hip, and infei lor in nomiier oi ships, iie ougni lo have

supported Hood ; iiiasmucn as he would ilius liave brougnt on ac-

tion close in with the coast, which would have lessened the ellect

of the superior strength to which he was opposed : whereas, by the

course adopted, he indulged his adversary in gaining sea room, the

object in view, JndisJ)en^able to the full application oi his superior

force.

If the suggestion be correct, the heavy disaster which ensued

may be truly ascribed to this deviation Irora the track of genius,

' It is thus on sea as well as on land, that nations sutler oy not search-

ing for superior talents when they stake themselves ou the conduct

of an individual.

France and England have for centuries fought by sea and by

land. Each preserves it ancient system, improved by experience,

adhering however to lirst principles long established. At sea the

French strive to disable the vessel by destroying the masts and

rigging. The English, on the contrary, .am at the hull and press

into close action boarding as soon as possible.

The French theory seems to be supported by reason. For by
diminishing the means of motion, v\hich appears material, the ship

is rt^ndered until tor effective action and thrown out of line ; we are

consequently led to conclude that victory ought to lollow the French
svsti'm; but experience, the corrector of human calculations, proves

the fallacy ot this conclusion.

England has always beaten France at sea, and for a century past

a drawn battle upon that element, with equality of force, seems to

be the .tmost glory attainable by the latter. The English possess

an advantage growing out of their extensive commerce, which must
ever secure to that nation naval superiority, so long as such a slate

of commerce shall continue. The British sailor is unequalled in

Europe, nor will he be ever matched but by the American seamen,
who is formed in the same manner.

It is singular but true that the British genius seems latterly

more to excel on the water than on the land. Whether this be the
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result of her insular situiilion, which points to the ocean as the

proper theatre lbi- pnvue and public exerti )n, or uhetlier it be

accident, remains wrapt in tloubt ; but ibr a long jjeriod there l»as

been a striking di«parit} in tt>e achievenienih of lier admirals and

generals, and this disparity has become more stiiking iiuring the

present war. *

Formerly she could boast of her iyiarlboroii<j;h, her Peterborough,

and lier Wolfe : latterly not a sinp;le soldier has appeared enuilcd

to the first rank. Yet she abounds in fjood officer?, and her soldiers

equal any on earth. Cornwallis stands tirst in the last age ; liut

his exploits do not place him along sidr o.' iVjai Iborough. Lord
Rawdon's e^irly seivice gave high promise of future eminence

;

but he has been permitted to waste his tal^-nts in retirement.

France on the other hand shines on laud. In every period of

her history we find her marshals, consummate in the an of war,

sustaining by their genius the spliMidoui of her arms.

It is, perhaps, happy for the human race that neither nation is

alike great on both elements, or the civilized world would again be

brought under the yoke of one master t

Both fleets were now standing on the same tack, the British hold-

ing what the sailor's call the weathergage. About four in the after-

noon the leading divisions, with a tew ships of the centre, bore

down upon each other, and fought with that determined courage

which rivalry and discipline seldom fail to produce. These were
roughly haiuHed, the remainder never exchanging a ball The ap-

proach of night put an end lo thn partial engagement ; which, al-

though the adverse fleets continued for four days near each other,

was not renewed. Drake's division suffered considerably, so much
so as to be deemed incapi^hle of further action until refitted. One
ship was so much damaged as to be abandotit-d and burnt. The
French fleet did not sufler equally ; and, having the wind for lour

days after the battle, might have readily renewed it

Drawing off, de Grasse returned into the l)ay on the 10th, where

he found his squadron from Khode Island safely mooied, \\ith the

fleet of transports bearing the battering cannon and other necessary

implements of war. Admiral Graves, notwithstanding his crippled

condition, approached the capes, when, finding the bay occupied

by the whole naval force of the enemy, he bore away for New
York.

This battle, like most fought at sea, being indecisive, both sides

as is common in such cases, chtimed the victor}'. The British sup-

ported their claim by the acknowledged fact, that the French admi-

ral might at pleasure have renewed the action, and declining to do

so, they contended he necessarily admitted his defeat Whereas
the French maintained their title by the equally acknowledged fact,

•This was written before the great victories of Wellington—Ed.

+ ''And it came to pass in thsse days theie went out a decree from Casar
Augustus that all the world should he taxed." St. Luke, ii. 1.—Give to the

emperor of France the British f]eet, and we shall soon read and leel a similar

decree.
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that they fought for the undisturbed poPses«ion of the Chesapeake
;

its liosse^sion being necessary to tiie capture of a British urmy, the

object which brou<5ht them to tho Americnn coast ; and thai this

possession was yielded by the enemy's return into port. Nor can

a donl>t exist, if title to victory rests upon the accomphshment of

the end proposed l>y hazarding battle, that the Fretich admiral's

pretensions upon this occasion are completely supported ; and, with

his superiority of force, it was scarcely to be expected that a dif-

ferent result could occur.

CHAPTER XXXV.

P.URSUING in appearance, with unrelaxed efl'ort, those mea-'

•sures which indicaleil .tn attempt u|)on Slaten Islind, and continuing

to poin» tlie march of his troops towards that place to the last mo-
ment, Washington suddep)ly tamed his back upon New-York, di-

recting his course tor the Delaware,—having under him a detach-

ment from tlie American army, consisting of Scammers light infan-

try of the New England line. Angel's regiment of Rhode l^land,

Hazen's regiment, two regmients from the line of New York, the
residui; of the Jersey line, and Lamb's regiment of artillery, amount-

ing altogether to two thousand etlectives, with the French army
under count Rochambean.

Sir Henry Clinton seems to have been so thoroughly persuaded

that New York was the sole object of Washington, as to adhere to

this conviction until he was assured that the van division of the al-

lied army had a tually passed the Delaware. Then he discovered

that the army in Virginia was the intended victim ; but, instead of

instantly taking measures for its relief, he fell with fury upon Con-
necticut,* vainly presuming that he would thereby rec^l Washing-

ton from the South.

* A strong corps was placed under genpr:il Arnold, who embarking at New
York went up the souiio. fie landed at New London, wliere he h.u\ a consid-

erable coUeclion of naval stores. This town is situated »n the west side of New
Thames, and was defended by two forts, one railed tort Tiumbdll, and the cher
fort Griswold. On the appearaure of Arnold, fort Trumbull was evacuated,

an<l the garrison drawn into fort firiswold, where lieutenant coloiiel Lcdyard

cortjmanded with only one hundred a d sixty men
Lieutenant colonel Kyre, at tlit^ head of n-arly three reg'iments, summoned

Ledyard to surrender, which being relustd. Eyre ailvanned with fixed bayonets.

Never during the war was more gallantry displayed, than on this occasion, both

by the assailant and the assailed. At length the Biitish marie a lodgmem in

our ditch, and forced their way by the bayonet ihroot;h tiie embrasures. Eyre
was killed, as was major Montgomery, second in command, and nearly two
hundred privates were killed and woun'led. Ttie intrepid Ledyard, being over-

powerei% delivered his sword to the conqueror, who, to his eternal disgrace,

plunged it into the bosom of his conquered antagonist. This bloody example

was lollowed, and the carnage was continued by the slaughter of the greater

part of the garrison. The town : nd eveiy thing in it was consumed by fire,

believed by the Ameiica^s to be djne inttiutionally, but asciibed to accident b^

the enemj.
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Npver was a mililary commatulor more completely deceived.

wlM^ther wo regiid sir Henry Clintun's coiiceplion of liis enemy's

design, or the mrasnres adopted with the view of iVu^traling that

desi<^n when rliscovcrt-d.

It diii tinl require any great cast of mind to perceive that New-
York or Virginia must Ne tiie destnud olijert , inasnuuh as the only

force which could effoctually co-operate with tlie navy of our

ally was the army of Washington and tiie army of count Kocham-

beaii ; one of which wis encamjied on the Hudson and the other

at Rhode I-land. The m<^<ining of naval aid was to bring into ef-

fectual action our Imd force.

That etfectual co opeiation could not take place in the South :

for there our iorce was not adequate of itself, and could not be

reinforced in time by the march of troops irom tlie Hudson The
army m Virginia, liiough nearest to South Carolina, could not be

moved without givinj up the state This simple and concise view

manifests that New York or Virginia only could be comprehended

in the concerted plan ; and it could not be doubted, from our in-

sufficient force, that one of the two, and not both, would employ

our entire strength.

This being clearly settled, as it ought to have been, in the mind

of the British general, what onijht he to have suspected ? and what

ought he to have done 1 Certainly to have prepared m both points

to baffle the .ittemijt.

Instead id being over anxious for his own security, he ought to

have been less attentive to himself, and more regardful of Cora-

wallis. The post of New York ivas by nature strong, and had been

annually strengthened, since its possession for six years, as experi-

ence directed or leisure permitted.

Lord Cornwallis had no fortilicalions but those which he could

contrive in a few weeks with a diminished force ; obliged at the

same time to attend to an enemy near to him, now almost equal in

number, and to procure food and forage. He ought, therefore, to

have commanded the primary attention of Clinton, at least so far

as to have placed him as safe as was practicable, with due regard

to those operations imcnded to be pursued as soon as the limited

suspension should cease.

Instead of ordering Cornwallis to take po«t at Old Point Comfort,

or some other suitable position on the Chesapeake, he ought to

have directed him to select a situ:ition on one of its rivers conve-

nient to the resumption of offensive war upon the departure of the

French fleet, and safe as to himself in case the naval ascendency

of his enemy upon our coast should render retreat necessr«ry. If

necessary, this was only practicable liy returning to North Caro-

lina ; and, therefore, the southern margin of James instead of that

of York river, was tlie ground to which earl Cornwallis ouglit to

have repaired, and very probably would have selected, had his in-

structions permittpd him a choice. City Point was suitable for

the renewal of oflence, and was convenient to North Carolina

whenever retreat became unavoidable. The force to be dreaded
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was that unrlor Wasiiio'^ton ; unci as soon as Cornwallis learnt that

(he conibinf;d army "/.is pai^^ing the DeiiUvarR, he had only to fall

hack upon the Ronnoke, and the mighty effort woold ht;ve heea

bijffled. La Favetto iuid tiie m;)rquis St. Simon never couki hive

effected a junction—(Cornwa.iis at City Point)—but on the north

?iile of Jiimes river ; unc! that junction whs not very readily to be

accompH«lied in the penins^uhi made by James and York rivers, his

lordship having, as he would have, an ea>y and adequate boat con-

veyance acro«s the J.unos river.

The -safe route of junction was circuitous. St. Simon l-mding at

West Point on York River, from thence might, ivithout chance of

being struck, h;ive united with Li Fayette in th vicinity of Ri-h-

mond ; or, passing the river there, proceeded to Petersburg, hid

the American general tiiken that position for the purpose of arrest-

ing -Cornwaliis's retreat. The progress of St. Sunon could not

have been concealed from the British general, nor could that of

the commander in chief, as well as the disjtosition made by Lh Fay-

ette. In his camp at City Point he would with ea-e have outstrip-

ped the two tirst, and, forcing La Fayette from his front, made good

his passage of the Roanoke, before, strengthened by St. Simon, La
Fayette could have approached him. Even had they c^losed upon

him, he was nearly equal to them both, and at the head of troops

inured to hard service, and familiar with l^attle.

Washington, tinding the enemy out of reach.* would have re-

traced his steps; and the French admiral, foiled in his expecta-

tions, would have returned as soon as St. Simon could reach the deet.

Had a Turrenne or a Marlborough, a Conde or a VVolfet com-

nirvnded at New York, City Point or Flowery Hundred, and not Lit-

tle York, would have been the position of the hostile army in Vir-

ginia.

September. The allied army pressed its march with all possible

despatch ; and the van division reaching Elkton, embarked in trans-

ports collected for its conveyance. The centre division continued

its marcli to Bihiinore. where it also embarked; and the remainder

of the troops and some of the baggage proceeded by land through

Alexandria and F>ederi>.ksburg.

Washington, having finished his arrangements for the movement

to Virginia,- hastened to the theatre of action, accompanied by the

count Rochambeau.
Pie arrived at Williamsburg, now the headquarters of La Fayette,

on the 14th ; ajid proceeding to Hampton, attended by the gene-

* Washington's solicitude to take care of West Point was unceasing, and

would have infallibly recalled him to its vicinity, as soon as he despaired of

overtHkiiig Ccnnwallis.

t This superior soldier fell in the impoitant victory which lie gained on tha

Heights of Abraham, in the year 1759, when he was thirty-six years of age.

Had he lived he wouM have been fifty-two in the brainning of our war, and

very probably would have been placed at the head of the forces sent to America.

His letter, written a few d-y? before hi^ ''e,«th, pKrtray> his vast genius, an! it

is inserted in the appendix for the euificatien of my military readers. See Ap-

Qsndix El.

45
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rals P.ochaml)Paii, Knox, Chatelleiix, and Du Portail, went on board

the Ville ilo F*.«ri3, when the |)l;m of sie^e was concerted with the

count de Grasjse. Soino diflficulty occurred in preventin"; the count

from quitting; the Chpsapeake to block up ihe enemy's fleet in the

harbour of New York, a measure which seems to have fastened

itself upon his mind.

This decision was founded upon information he had just received

of the arrival of aflmiral Dij^jhy with six ships of the line, which

induced him to conclude that he should be soon visited a second

time by his enemy ; and. therefore, he determined to quit the Ches-

apeake, preferrins; to hold the hostile fleet in its own port, rather

than to be shut up himself.

There seems to be a palpable contradiction in the conduct of the

admiral when late close to iiis enemy oil the capes of Virginia and

his present decision. He held the wind, as has been mentioned,

for fou"* days after the action ; which, though not a decisive circum-

stance, was ceitainly favourable to him, and yet he would not renew

the battle ; but widely determining to avoid ha/.arding the great ob-

ject in view, drew ofl' fiom his crippled adversary, and regained the

Che>ape,d<e. Now when the preparations for the execution of the

concerted enterprise were concluding, and the commander in chief

had reached the ground ready to begin his work, the count adopts

the very fneasure he had heibre renounced, and goes in quest of his

reinforced enemy—vainly pres'.jming that he would shut him up in

port, putting to hazard the sure and splendid prospect before him,

and converting eventually certain triumpli into disgrace if the Bri-

tish admiral, by his superior seamanshij), by the shift of wind or

any other of the incidents common to war, should cut him off from

the Chesajjeake ; an event much to be apprehended, had the con-

templated movement been attempted.

Washington received with surprise and regret the annunciation

of the count's intention; and, discerning in it every possible ill,

with no probable good, resisted the project with his whole weight.

He prevailed : and the count, relinquishing imaginary naval triumph

off* Sandy-Hook, took a permanent station with his licet in the bay
;

resolved not to hazard for the hope of success off" New York a

victory within his grasp, as splendid and as powerful in its effects.

To strengthen his station the admiral, having disfmbavkeJ a body

of marines, commenced the ereiJion of a battery for heav}' ord-

nance on Old Point Comtort, which is the northern promontory of

James river.

The weight of Washington's character, as well as the soundness

of his judgment, are both illustrated by this ciicumstance. The
count, fiom what followed, seems to have betn peculiarly attached

to the line of conduct then contt mplated, and which he renounced

in obedience to the judgment of Washington. Soon after his re-

turn to the West Indies, he invested (ui conjunction with the mar-

quis de Bouille, commanding the army of France) the Island of St.

Christopher.

Having landed the marquis and his army, he anchored his fleet,
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Gonsistinff of thirty two ships of the line, in B^isseterre road. Ad-

miral Hood, who had fou!j;ht him under Graves, hearing of the de-

scent upon St. Christopher, sailed at the head of twenty two ships

of the line with a determination to relieve the Island if practicable.

As soon as Hood appeared off Bas-eterre road, de Grassy K ft his

anchorage ground, standing out for sea to avail himself of his supe-

rior force. Hood, delighted with the movement of his adversary,

continued in line of battle, as if ready to engage ; drawing further

and furl her from the shore until he had decoyed the French admi-

ral to the desired distance, when with press of sail he passed him

with his whole fleet unhurt, and seized the anchorage ground which

de Grasse had left.

Thus actu.dly happened what Washington's penetrating mind

suggested as possible, and which, taking place in the Cliesapeake,

would have given safety to the falling army.

The last division of the allied army arrived on the 25th, four

weeks from the day our rear passed the Hudson river, and i^eb;irk-

ing at Burwell's ferry upon James river joined in the neighbour'

hood of VVilliamsburgh.

Our whole force being now collected, moved on the 28th, in four

columns, and sat down in front of the enemy, two miles from him
;

the Americans forming its right and the French its leit.

Lord Cornwallis, adhering to his instructions, had directed his

whole attention and labour to the completion of his Ibriitication- in

his position at York and Gloucester. Thfse wore b> no me.<ns

perfected, and consequently still engaged his unwearied exertions.

On the side of York, which is a small town on the southern b.iiks

of the river whose name it bears, more remarkable for its spacious

and convenient harbour than for its strength ot ground in a military

point of v\e\v, batteries had been erected to co-optiate with the

naval force in the protection of the harbour, and a line of rircum-

vallation had been cut in front of the town, beginning on a small

gut which falls into the river on its upper side, and terminatitig in a

deep ravine below the town. This line was defendt'd by redoubts

and batteries, united by communications and strengthcried by tosses

and abbatis ; and the heights on the opposite side of the g'lt or

creek were fortilied, commanding thoroi:ghly the gorge of land

made by the river and the creek.

In front of the inlrenchments surrounding the town, the la^t re-

sort of the British general, was another line of redoubts and field

works, jiidiciouslv arranged to co-opernte with the aimy in biittle,

should the allies determine to force it to withdraw from tbe field.

Gloucester Point, opposite to York town, was also fortified; not

only as a necessary appendage to York, and contributing to the pro-

tection of the harbour, but as it was convenient to a fertile country

where forage for the cavalry might be abundnntly procured, and

afforded the most likely point of junction tor thf promised relief.

Here the works were finished, and the post was committed to lieu-

tenant colonel Dundas, with a few infantry and all tl.e cav.diy

Under cover of the outer range of protection Cornwallis was en-
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cam^ieJ, flattering himself in tlie presnnrption that his enemy, trust-

ing 10 his superior numbers iuul sohcitoiis to hasten his siiUini>sion,

would .itlenipt by stornj to disl()d';e him. He entertained the ho[)e

that, supported as he was by his redoubts a:>d fleches, he should be

able to withstand ll^e assault ; and miirht, by the intervention ot"

some of those lucky incidents which often happen in battle, strike

his enemy »o seriou.-ly as to retard considerably, it not defer f .r

ever, his approaches No opportunity was allowed for the indul-

gence of tbis expectation ; and the chaiacter of Washington forbad

much reliance on thi< hope, as he was never known to commit to

the caprice of fortune what was attainable by obedience to the

niiiiidate of reason.

In the cours' of the evening; a mf^ssen^^er arrived from sir Henry

Cliutoo with despatches to his lordship, dated the twenty fourth,

communicaun^i the rfsult of a council of war, held on that day.con-

fiisiii)^ of the i^eneral and flig otii -ers, wherein " it was agreed that

upwaids of five thousand troops shmild be embarked on board the

king's >hips ; that every exertion -ihould be made l>oth by the army

and navy to relieve hun ; and th it the fleet, consisting of twenty-

three sail of the line, migiit be expected to start on the 5th of Oc-

tober." Strong as was this assurance, it derived additional strength

from the post-iciipt, anno.HiCing the arrival of admiral Digt>y ; inas-

much as ha\ ing determined to hazard the fleet and a;iny, tiie deter-

nnnation became fortified by the accession of strength where it was

IE ! w lilted.

Cornwalli*, yielding to assurances too solemn to be slighted, as

well as ronforaii;i«; to the s[)irit of hi* orders, renounced his inten-

tion of disputing the advance of iiis adversary ; and, giving up his

forlifi'^d camp, retired ii> the uight to his town position—never doubt-

ing that the promi-ed relief would ''start"* on the appointed day,

* Copij of a Utter from tir Henry Clinton to earl CornwalliSf dated

New York, September 24, 1781.

Ml Lord :

I was hioiinureH yesterday with your lorHship's letter of the ISili and 17th in-

•taut ; an.l, at a rifeting of thf general and flag officers helil this ilajr, it is de-

te'nnie>f tndt aoovr- five thmisaiil men, rtiiik unci file, shall be einbarkerl on

boaid tlie kiii»'i« sliips, aiif) the joint exertions of the navy and army made in a

few d-iysto relieve you, and aiierwards co-opt-rati? with you.

Tne fleet consists of tueniy ttiree sail of the line, three of vvhirli are three

deckers There is every reason to hope we start froin hence the 5tli of October.

I have received your lordship's letter of the 8th inst'tnt.

I have the honour to be, &c.

H. CLINTON.

P. S. Admiral Digby is this moment arrived at the Hook, with three sail of

the line.

At a venture, without kniuving whether they can be seen by us, I request,

that, if all is well, upon hearing a coMsi.leriiblf finnj; towards the entrance of

the Cht-s-tpedke, three large separate ^mokes may be made parallel to it ; an»)

H you posses? the [jost of Glouci ster, four,

I shall send anotli«r runner soon.

H. CLINTON.
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and well assured thiit if it did. he should be able to pustain himself

uijul tt apjje iivd ; when presumins^ that ,\ general battln wouM en-

sue, he coiihiilereil il to be his duty in the mean time to preserve

rather thnit cripple hi» force.

Hi"= loidship's 'onclusion was certainly correct, disastrous as was

the ions^quence of his misiaken confidence.

This norturnal movcinent did not pas- unperceived by our
guards ; and lieutenant colonel Scainnel. officer of the day, put him-

self al the head of a reconn. mitring party with the dawn of light, to

asr.ert.iin its character and exient. Advancing close to the enemy's

position, he fell in with a detachment of the legion dragoons, who
instantly charged our parly.

In tiie rencontre, Scaminel was mortally wounded and taken. He
soon expired. This was t!>e severest Mow experienced by the al-

lied army throughout the siege : not an officer in our army surpas-

sed in persoijal worth and professional ability this experienced

soldier.

He had served fi om the corariiencement of the war in the line of

New Hampshire ;* and when colonel Pickering, adjutant general

of the army, succeeded general Greene as quarterma-^ter general,

lieutenant colonel Scammel was selected by the commander in chief

to till that important and confidential station—from which post he
had laely retired, for the purpose of taking an active part, at the

head of a battalion of light troops, in the meditated op'ialion.

When the allies moved from Williamsburgh, general ChoiJ-e (of

the army of count Rochambean) atten<led by the infmiry of the dtike

de Lauzun's legion, which had disembarked on the 2od, was detach-

ed across York river to take command of the cor|)s in front of Glou-

cester Point, with orders to stop effectually the supplies still partially

collected from the country by the tnemy.

General Choise reached on the next day the camp of Weedon,
and took the command ot the combined troops.

The duke de Lauzun, with hi> cavalry, had reinforced general

Weedon some days beibre. Joined now by his infmtry, and
strengthened by a select battalion under lieutenant colonel Mercer,
this corps compoi-ed (under the orders of the duke) the van of

Choise, who prepared tbrthwilh to establish himself close to Glou-
cester. He was asiain reinforced by one thousand of the French
marines; which, added to the legion of Lauzun (about seven hun-

dred, horse and foot.) and to the militia of Weedon, gave a total of

three thousand five hundred effectives. On the evening of the 2d
of October, the post of Gloucester was strengthened by lieutenant

colonel Tarleton, with his legion an- mounted infantry. Lieutenant

cohmel Dundas moved with the dawn on llie morning of the 3d, at

the head of a great portion of his garrison, to make a grand forao-e.

The wagons and bat horses were loaded three miles from Glouces-
ter before ten o'clock, when the infantry ctu'ering them commenced
their return. On the same morning, and at an early hour, thg corpj

He was a native of Massachusetts.
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of Choi»t'; xvns put in motion, for the execniion of his plan of close

investiture. Count Dillon, with a sqnadion of Lauznn's .Irajjoons

anrl Mercer's infantry, took the York river road ; while treneral

Choise, with the maui l)ody of hi? infantry, seconded by bmiachei"

Weedon, and precodoil hy the dnke de Lauzun with the remainder

of his cavalry, moved on the Severn road. These two roads nnite

in a lonj; lane, nearly four miles from (jloucester, with inclosed

fields on each side. Passinj^ through the lane, you arrive at an

open field on your ri2;ht and a cop-e of wood on your left, lining

the road for half a mile, where it terminated at a small redoubt fac-

ing the road.

Choise, in his advance, was informed that the enemy's cavalry

were in front ; and being flesirous of slriking them, he pressed for-

ward with his horse, orderini^ Dillon and lieutenant colonel Mercer

to hasten their junction with him. The rapid push of the cavalry

left the main body of our '.nfantry far in the rear; Mercer's corjis

only was in supporting di-itance.

Dillon, with his cavalry, met the general, with the duke de Lau-

zun, at the mouth of the lane. The united body of dragoons ad-

vanced down the lane, through which the British cavalry had just

passed, proceeding leisurely towards camp, to give convenient time

Jor the faraging party's return to Gloucester, when lieutenant Ca-

meron, commandmg the rear guaril, communicated the appearance

of <he French dragoon-*. Tliis was soon confirmed by the approach

of our van ; upon which the main body of the enemy's horse halted

and formed in the wood Lieutenant colonel Tarleton advanced

with a part of his horse upon u", and was instantly charged by the

French cavalry, when one of the enemy's horses was wounded by

a spear,* and plunging overthrew Tarleton's horse.

The main body of the British horse pressed forward to support

their commandant, but cruld not force the French dragoons. Fal-

ling' back they were pursued by our cavalry, and took shelter un-

der cover of their infantry, arrayed in the wood on one side, and

along a post and rail lence on the other side of the road.

This line of infantry opened their fire, and Choise in his turn re-

ceded, but slowly, and in good onler. The infantry pressing for-

ward under cover of the wood, and incessantly delivering their fire,

galled us considerably ; when the French general discovering the

corps of Mercer just emerging out of the lane, threw himself by a

rapid evolution into its rear, and laced about to renew the conflict.

Tarleton having rallied his cavalry, hastened up to the infantry,

still advancing in the woods, and resting his right flank upon its left,

came forward in point of time just as Mercer entered through the

lane into the field. Mercer instantly deployed, stretching his left

into the wooils, ami opened his fire upon the horse opposite to his

right, and upon the infantry in front of his left.

No regular corps couh' have maintained its ground more firmly

* A part of the dnke de Laiizun's regiment (called liulnus) were armf:d with

»p«ai«.
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than this battalion of our infantry. It brought the enemy to pause,

whirh was soon folbr.ved by his retreat. When Tarleton drew oft",

the corps of Mercer had expended nearly all its cartridges. Choise

established himself on the contested ground, and commenced a ri-

gid blockade of the post of Gloucester, which continu'.'d to the end

of the siege.

Lieutenant Moir, of the infantry, was killed within a few paces

of our line ; besides whom the enemy lost eleven rank and file, as

stated by lieutenant colonel Tarleton, who puts down our loss at

two officers and fourteen privates.

Choise's infantry not having yet got up, he did not think proper

to renew the attack without them, inasmuch as the enemy's whole
force might be readily brought to sustain the relieating corps.

General Washington, in his orderb of the 4th, speaks in handsome
terms of the behaviour of this ])ortion of the allied troups, and re-

turns his thanks to the cavalry of the duke de Lauzun, and to the

grenadiers of Mercer, which constituted tbe whole of our force en-

gaged. Lieutenant colonel Tarleton is extremely mistaken when
he supposed that the main body of the investing corps was up. The
infantry of Lauzun were the lire' which approaclied ; they joined

in thirty or forty minutes after tbe enemy retreated, followed by

the marines and the militia under Weedon.
As soon as the retirement of Cornwallis from his outer position

was discovered on the subsequent morning, Washington occupied by

a forward movement the abandoned ground, ready to open his

trenches whenever the ordnance and other requisite implements

should arrive. Indefatigable as were liis exertioris to hasten their

conveyance from the transports lying in James river, only six miles

from him, it was not accomplished until the 6th of October, the day

after that assigned by sir Henry Clinton for the departure of the ar-

mament from Sandy Hook destined to relieve the besieged army.

The course of our first parallel being ascertained, the working

detachment took its post with the fall of night, covered by the requi-

site guards. Commanded to preserve profound silence, which or-

der, applying so forcibly to every man's safety, was implicitly obey-

ed, no discovery of our beginning labours took place until tbe light

of day showed them, when by tlie zeal of the troops they had nearly

covered themselves. Cornwallis now opened his batteries, but so

well improved had been the night a« to render his fire unavailing.

Our soldiers sinking themselves lower ami lower, we completed our

fivat parallel with a loss short of thirty killed and wounded, which

fell ciiiefly upon our left. Before the 10th our batteries and re-

doubts appeared along the fosse, many of them mounted, which

opening in succession, soon began to manifest the superiority sure to

accrue to the besieger possessing adequate means, and conductmg

those means with sagacity and diligence. Tlie slendL-r detences op-

posed to us began to tumble under the demolishing tire. The loss of

time sustained in bringing our cannon six miles, was amply compen-
sated by the effects of the wise determination to put the issue of

the siege on heavy metal. CorawalHs still looked with atidiminishetl
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confidence for the promised relief, <in<l wisely iHliered to his plan,

saving; iiis troops for the battle to be foniiht as soon as •'ir Henry

Clinton should reach him Yet he exerted himself to counteract

our approach, by ropairiiii^ in the nit^ht the dilapidalioii?' of th ii-ty,

and by opening new embrasures throughout his line in siipporl of

hi* defences. All our batteries on the lirst parallel being complet-

ed, and mounted in the true style, (vveighl and not number the

standard,) th«^ fire on the 1 Uh and I2!h Icre to pieces most of the

enem} 's batteries, dismnufitinj; their ordnance in every direction.

So powerful was the effect of our first parallel, that our rhells and

red hot bulls in this range of destruction reached even the small navy

in the harbour, setting fire to and destroying the Charon, the larg-

est ship, a forty four gun frigate, with three transports.

Cornvvallis saw his fate from this first display of our skill and

strength, and if left to his own means, would have resorted to his

own mind for safely : but not doubting that the promised relief must

soon arrive, he deterinin. d, as was bis duty-, to wait the timely in-

terposition of his rocnmaiider.

Washington di-covering the effect of hi« first parallel, could he

have depended on the French superiority at sea, would probably

have spared the labour which afterwards ensued: for Cornvvallis was

now destroyed, unless relieved, or unless his own geniu« could effect

his deliverance. The American general therefore adliering to his

system of leaving noui!:'>t to fortune, which 1 ;bonr and judgm:--;!!

could secure, continued to urge his operations, and in llie oighl of

the 1 1th opened his second pa-allel. The same order was given,

commanding «ilence ; and its observance beinii mor^ fogent from

the increased proximity to the enemy, (now within tliree hurdred

instead of six hundred yards.) our trench wa* neaily completed be-

foie the dawn of day ; manifesting to the British general how far we
surpassed, in tnis second effort, that zeal displayed in our first at-

tempt, great as it wa'-;. Surprised at the unexpected condition in

which he found himself, he urged with redonblfd vigour the repairs

wherever requisite, and strengihened his advanced works. This

was the morning of the seventh day since sir Henry Clinton was to

"start" with his relief" navy and army." Cornwallis continued to

believe in the a-surance, and with unappalled courage determined

to maintain his lines. His battery and his two front redoubts opened,

and during this day his fire mo^t injured us Many of our soldiers

were killed and wounded. Nevertheless our parallel advanced,

and our batteries began to show themselves, yet his two redoul>.s

continued their fire with severe effect.

Washington determined to silence them with the hnyonet, and

accordingly on the 14th directeil two detachments to be held ready
;

the rio-ht from the corps of La Fayette, and the left a« the count de

Rocbambeau should designate. La Fayette conducted in person the

assault on our right, and the baron de Viomenil that of our left.

Major Campbell, with sixty men, (as was afterward? ascertained,)

defended the first, and li.utenant colonel Johnson, with one hundred

anil twenty men, defended the second redoubt. Lieutenant colonel
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Hamilton, (formerly aid de-camp to tlie coiivn mder in cUief*) con-

dueled the van of La F.iyettft, as d;d lliat ol" Viooienil.

Having removed to their re^pectivt; po*ts a> soon as it was dirk,

they adv.tnced to the attack by signal at an early hour in the tii2;!it.

il .ijiihon, with his own and Gmiat's corp* of Ii4ht infantry, ru^he.d

forward with impetuosity. Pulling up the Hbh.iti* and knocking

do 11 the palisades, he forced his way into the redoubt ; h.wiiig de-

tached lieutenant colonel Lauieiis. (Hid-ilecamp to the commander
in chief.) with two companies of ii^ht infanfry, to gain the !Cir, and

enter in thai quarter. The resistance of the enemy was instantly

overpowed : the mrijor, with every man of hi«i guard, except six or

seven, were kilie I or taken, and the prisoners 'xpeiienced tiiat

mark*'d iiumanity from the '-onqueror fO uniformly displayed by the

Af.iericuiis in victory. This loo wh^n me hori id and b.<rb iroas out-

* An unhappy diflfjreiice, liad occurred in the trans.iction of business between

the general and his nnich vespetted aid, which occasioned the lattei to with-

draw from hib family. A few tia}-? provions to this time, lianiilton had been

engaged all the monsing in copying some despatches, wiiich the g-.iierul, when
about to take his usual roinids, directed hiin to foiwaid as sion as fiiiislied.

Washington fir.Jiiii on his letuni the despatches on the table, renewed his di-

rections in expressions mdicaiin^ his surprise at the del-iy ; and again leaving

liis apartment, fuund. wtien he returned, the despatches where he had left thf-m.

At this time Hannlton had gone on! in search of the couri^-r, who had been long

waitino. when accidentally lie met the martjuis La t'ayeite, who seizing him by

the buttiui (,as was the habit of this E'- ilous nobleman.) engaged liini in conver-

sation ; which lieing continued with liie marquis's u^uil earnest ues-^, dismissed

fnun Hamilton's mind for some minutrs the obj'^ct in view. At lengtn breaking

oflf from the marquis he reached tlie courier, and directed him to come forward

to receive his charge and orders. Returning he ftiund the general sealed by the

table, on wdnch lay tiie desp ilciicj. Tlie ino-ncnt he appeared, Wathiii;;l>n,

with warmth and slernuess, eluded him for tlie delay ; to which Hamilton mildly

replied, stating ihe cau^e; wV.cu the general, rather irritated than inollififd,

stt-rnly rebuked him. To t'.)is Hamilton answ.-red, " If your excellencv iliinks

pri)i)er thus to address me, it is time *"or me to leave you." He proceeded to the

table, took up the despatch, sent off the express, packed up his haggage, and

quitted headqiiailers.

Although Washington took no measures to restore him to his family, yet he

treated him with the hig,iiest respect ;
giving to him the command of a regiment

of light inlanlry, which now formed a pirl of La F'avetle's corps.

In the airangemeiits for the assault of llie redoubt. La Fayette had giyen hie

van to bis owu aid de-cain|), lieutenant colonel Giinal ; but il t>eing Hamilton's

tour of duly, he remonstrated to the marquis upon the injustice of such picler-

ence. La Kajeite excused hin.self by saying, that ih-' airangeinents m : le had

heeti sanctioned by the commander in chief, an i could not be cbangr<i by him.

This no iloubt was true ; but Washington did not know that any officer had been

called to command out of tour.

Hamilton, always true to the feelings of honour and indt pendence. repelled

thi., answer, and left the marquis, announcing his determination lo appeal to

hsaaquarters. This he acrordiiigly did, in a spirited and manly letter. Wash-

ington, incapable of injustice, sent lor the marquis, and iiu[uiring into the fact,

found that the lour of duty belonging to Hamilton had been given to Gimat..

He instantly directed the marquis to reinstate Hamilton, who consequently was

put at the head of the van, which he conducted so advantageously to the ser'^

vice and so honourably to himself.

This anecdote was communicated to the writer by lieutenant colonel Hamil-

ton, during the siege of York Town..

46
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T^vp. commiUpd at fort Griswold in Connerticut, (in the late opera-

tuuis of sir Henry Clinlon in tl;;it state,) was fresh in our memory.
Only ei>jht of the enemy were killed, while our own loss wa** nine

kill< d and tinrly-two wounded : amonc; the latter wa<« captain Ste-

plien Oluey, of the Rhode Island regiment, whose zeal and intrepi-

dity upon tills, a-i upon every other occasion, had placed him high

in the esteem of the general and army. La P'ayetle instantly des-

palr.l.ed major Baihour, one of his aids, to the baron de Viomenil,

coinuiuni •aling his success. Tlie baron, ready for the nssault wae
waitiiiJ to give time to the axe and fascine men to cut down the pa-

lisad*'* and till up the fo«we ; when, astonished at the intf lligence

received, he announced it in a loud voice to his troop*, ordering

them to advance. This was done with the ardour of Frenchmen
;

and alliiough hf re the resistance was much more formid ible—the

euemv beinjj; dou' le in number, and apprised of our approach—still

the lolrepiflily of the assailant* was irresistible. The commandant
es(;.»p»'d, leaving halt his lorce (about sixty) in our possession ; of

these eigiileen were kiiled. Our lo«e was severe, being one hun-

dred killed and wounded. Thus did Viomenil honour the bill drawn
upon him by La F\iyelte.*

Washington was hsgldy gralihed with the splendid termination of

this double assault, and was verv liberal in his compliments to the

troops engaged ; nor did he omit to avail himself of the opportunity

wliich it presented of cherishing that spirit of concord, good will

and mutual coulidenie bptween the allied troops, so essential to

the common cau^e. He thus concludes his order of thanks :
'' The

general refleLts with the highest degree of pleasure on the confi-

dence which the troops of the two nations must hereafter have Id

each other. Assured of mutual su])port, he is convinced there is

no danger which they will not cheerfully encounter,—no difficulty

which they will not bravely overcome."

Nothing could exceed tlie vigour with which our operations were
pushed, so completely had Washington infused into the mass of the

troops his own solicitude to bring the siege to a conclusion. Before

daylight the two redoubts were included in our second parallel,

which was noA' in gieat forwardness.

Cornwallis saw with amazement the fruit of our night's labour,

and was sensible of his condition. Ten days had elapsed since the

promised artnament was to have sailed, and as yet it had not ap-

peared off the Capes, nor h;id his lordship been informed of the

cause of the unexpected and torturing delay. Persuaded that his

relief could not be remote, he determined for once to depart from

the cautious system enjoined by his expectation of succour, and to

• Louis XV, after gaining the battle of Fontenoy, despatched M, de la Tour
with the iBlelligeiice to his ally the great Frederirk La Tour reached the king

of Prussia passing at the head of his army tlie defiles of the mountains in Upper
Silesia, near the village of Fiiedburgh; where in a few hours he attacked the

Austrian army, and gained a signal victoiy, which he announced to the king of

France by M. de la Tour in the following words: " The bill oi exchange which

you drew on me at Fontenoy, I have paid at Friedburgh.''—Voltaire.
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resort to his hahit ol bold enterprise ;
tiopinu tii.it by rnHrdiHif our

advance he sliould still give lime tor th^' arrual of succour On
the 15th of Ocioiier he oidereil lieoteiiatit colonel Abeicruinbie to

hold hi'iiself in readiness wilti a detachment of three htjotired and

fifty men from the guards and light ititantiy, for the purpose of

possessing himself of two of ov.r redoubt- nearly finished

At four in the succeeding morning Ah icriimbie advanc d upon
our hues, detaching lieutenant ci)K)nel L;ike vvitti the guaid- against

one, and major Armstrong with the light infantry against the oiher

redoubt.

The British rushed upon us with determined courage, and both

officers completely succeedeil ; driving out the French, who occu-

pied the reiloubts, with the loss of one hundred men killed and

wounded.
This success was of short duration ; for the support erioving up

from the trenches soon gained the lost ground, the enemy relin-

quishmg the redoubts and hastening to his lines. We found our

cannon spiked, but. being done in much hurry, the spikes were rea-

dily drawn, and before the evening the redo ttts were finished and

opened upon the enemy. Deriving no solid good from liiis his only

sortie for the purpose of retarding our approach, and still ignerant

of the cause of Clinton's delay, Cornwallis was brought to the al-

ternative of surrendering or of attempting his escape. Incapable

of submitting, so long as such an event might possitdy be avoided,

he prepared with profound secrecy to pass his army in the night to

Gloucester, garnishing the works with his convalescents, leaving

behind his baggage of every sort, his sick, wounded, shipping and

stores.

To lieutenant ccdonel Johnson, the officer selected still to hold

York, a letter was delivered addressed to general W.ishington, com-

mending to his humanity his abandoned comrades.

As soon as he passed the river, the British general determined

to envelope Choise with his whole forre, and 9 'izing ail the horses

in his enemy's possession, to mount his a;niy and to press lor>'.ard

by forced marches, preceded by his nuniHious cavalry, the oo! ps

of Simcoe and the legion of Tirleton, about (our hundred. Horses

were to be taken every where as he passed, until his whole force

was mounted. He intended to keep a direct course to the upper

country, with the view of leaving it doubtful whether his ultimate

object was New Jersey or North Carolina ; hoping thus to distract

the motions of his adversary,, if not to draw him to one point of

interception, when he might take his decision as circumstances

should vvanant.

This bold conception bespoke the hero, and was worthy of its

author. Nor can it justly be deemed to despe.ate as was generally

conceived. Washington could not possibly in lime seize the north-

ern and southern route ; and without availioif bin. self of horses, he

never could overtake his foe This aid could not h.sve been in-

stantly procured ; and when procured, must have been limited to

a portion of his force. It is probable he might, with all the iiorses
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in the cnmp and in the neighbourhood, have mounted four thousand

men in tour &,\ys ;
* more could not have been collected in time.

He could readily, by the aid of water couveyance at his coannand,

with prosjip.rous sjales, have transported his major force to the head

of the Cliesa|>eal<.e, so as to have brought it in contact with the

retrt»atm4 foe on the conlines of the Delaware, should Cornwidiis

have taken the northern ro.ile ; but he nvj?t and »vould have cal-

culated on the interposmon of sir Henry Clinton, who certainly

would have moved through New Jersey to Easton, on the Dela-

ware, ready to support llie retrealinj; army.

The Ani'irican army under Heath would have followed Clinton,

but in tliis condition of things our pro;?pect could not be considered

cheering. Clinton and Cornwallis marchinj^ in a straight line to

each other, Heath upon their upper flank, and the army from the

Chesappake on the lower flank, [)lared our whole force in hazard.

Wa-hington wordd not h ive risktd siicti a game.

No Uo])^ could l)e indulged that troojis would assemble from the

country through ^vhich the enemy passed, capable of serious op-

position. We had seen Arnold the ye ir before vvith nine hundred

men seize the metropolis of Vifginia, and return to his shipping,

twenty five miles below, uninjured. We had afterwards seen

Simcoe possess him-eifof the Point of Fork, high up Jim-'s river,

unhurt; and Tarleton in Charloltevile, not lav from the Blue

Ridge, almost capturing the governor and legislaiure of the slate.

What ciiance tlien could exist of stopping Cornwallis by any inter-

mediate force from the country ? Parsing the Polomac, this ex«

ppctation, flint always, considerably diminished. In the part of

Mar\land through whicli his course lay, a considerable portion of

the p^'ople h«d been considered afl'ened vvith an ardent atiachment

to the iintish government ; and Pennsylvania, the next state in his

progres-^, whose union with Maryland migh. have yielded a iorce,

destruc'.'Ve to th^ enemy, held a populatio'! averse to war. A
great t:)ody of its citizens, from religious principles, resist not at all

;

another portion was certainly inclined rather to aid than opposp the

British general ; the remainder, not more than one half, solid,

sincere and resolute in our cause, were scattered over that extensive

state, and const^quently could not have been embodied in season.

It is iheielore probabl- t!)al the enemy could not have been stojipi'd

by the mdria ; for in addition to the above < auses there was a want

of arms md ammunilion in all the lower country ; and the riflemen

west of the mo(intaii)> were too r< mote to be brough! to act in time.

Should the R.itisli general tiud hi.s enemy's chief eflbits directed

to occlude liiin from the north, he would turn to the south ; and

what here st <od in his way ? In a very few days he would reach

North Carolina, arid in a fow more he would encamp on the Cape
Fear in the midst of his friends.

* This would have comprelieiiderl all the horses in camp to be spareH from

other indi-iieMsaljle j-eiviccs, as wpII as all to be aflbrileH by the country; and

no doubt, uiioii such nn occasion, eveiy horse in the neighbourhood ami .ilong

the route "I maich would hnve been (iiriffi-red, but such a collection in four-

days could nut be cflected but by great exertions.
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From this view of the countr}- it is evident that Cornwallis would
have mnde siood his rptreat, (inless ontspeeded b} VVhisi.intiton.

Every exertion would h.ive been e««ayed by the commander Iq

chief, arwl our wiihn^; countrymen would have contributed with
alacrity to support the m^n of their heart. Yet difhcuities stub-

born and con!?tant were to be surmounted. But we will presume
that these -ere overcome, and that WKshington. detachin^j Rocham-
benu with the army of France up the Chesapeake, should be ena-

bled to mount in time a superior force, and follow upon the heels

of the British general.

This is the most tlattering situation we could expect. He would
not. <'oiild not. overtake him south of the Potomac, if sli.ipinp; his

conrxe northwardly ; nor could he overtake him north of the Dan,
if prorecJing to the south. Whenever he did a[»proach him, action

would ensue; and thus Corntvallis would be brouc:ht to a lleld bat-

tle, with a force rather inferior to hi« enemy, h'ow much more to

be de-ired was «uch cha!ia;e to him than his present condition. Vic-

tory gave him -afety, and victory was not impossible. Pie fought

and Hestroyeil Gates ; he fought and forced Greene out of the field

with a jjreator di>-parity of force ag^uist him. The issue of the
action wniild decide his fate. If adverse he was destroyed ; if suc-

cessful he ivas safe. Who then, comparing his lordship's present
condition wjih the worst that cnuid befal him in tlse execution of his

heroic derision, can withhold his admir^ition of a detenniuation so
bold and wi«e.

Early in the night the first division of the army pissed unper-
ceived to Gloucester, the other division reidy to embark for the
same shore as soon as the boats return<d. This done, the arduous
att^-mpt would have '"omm-'^nf'ed i»y fdhuor u()on De Choise, But
Providence ivid decreed otherwise : a furious storm suddenly arose,

and forced the returning boats down the river considerably below
the town. Day appeared before the boats reached their destina-

tion : and the forenoon was orcupied in bringinii back the divi-ion

which had passed. Disconcerted by this uncontrr)lial>ie difiiculiy

Cornwa'lis nevertheless continued to make hea.l again-t his enemy
with his divided force ; cuttinir new emiirasures to remount his dis-

mounted guns, and expending his last shells in maintaining the une-
qual contest.

Our second parallel vvas now completed ; and its numerous ITth.

batteries, stored with he ivy ordnance, opened with the day. The
enemy's shattered defences, could not afford for m;mv hours even
shelter to the troops, much less annoy.nice to the a-sailant. In

every direction they were tumbling under our de-tructive lire ; and
it was evident, that the town was no longer tenable V/ashingtoD
had only to order his troops to advance to bring his foe to uncondi-
tional submission ; nor would this measure have been post[)oned
lon>rer than the next day had any event occurred, rendering i! ,idvi-

sahle. No intelligence was as yet received of the progress of sir

Henry Clinion ; and it appeared from subsequent information that

he was still in New York.
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Widiout the hope of timelj succour, and foiled in the bohl at-

tempt to cut his way to safety, the British geoeral hud no ,tlti-rna-

tive left, but to surrender upon the best terms he could ohiain.

Taking this mortifying decisioi», he beat a parley, and proposed by

letter address^ed to the commander in chief, a cessation ot hostilities

for twenty-four hours, that co(nmissio£iOrs, mutually appoinied,

might rat-et and arrange the terms of surrender. Washington lost

DO time in rrply ; declaring his "ardent desire to spare tht^ further

effusion of blood, and his readiness to listen to such terms as were
admissible. ;" but he added, that as he could not |)ermit the waste

of time in fruitless discussion, he required, that previous to the

appointment of the commissioners, his lordship would submit in

writing the basis of his proposed surrender ; to give time for which,

hostilities should continue suspended for two hours. Cornwallis

acceded to the requisition of Washington, and without delay pro^

posed the basis of his surrender of the two posts of York and Glou-

cester, with the naval force appertaining lo them. This produced

a correspondence,* which was concluded on the following day in

• Copy of the Correspondence.

Earl Cornwallis to general Washington.

York, Virgtnia^ October 17, 17S1.

Sir :

I propose a r.Rssation of hostilities for twenty-four hours) and that two
officers may be appointed by each side, to meet at Mr. Moore's house, to settle

terms for tiie surrender of tiie posts of York and Gloucester.

CORNWALLIS.

General Washington to earl Cornwallis.

Camp before York, October 17, 1781.

Mv Lord :

1 have the honour of receiving your lordship's letter of this date.

An ardent desire to save the effusion of human blood will readily incline me
to listen to such terms, for the surrender of your posts and garrisons at York
and Gloucester, as are admissible.

I wiih, previous to the meeting of the commissioners, that your lordship's

proposals, in writing, may be sent to the Anierinan lines; for which purpose, a
suspension of hostilities, during two hours from the delivery of this letter, will

be granted.
G. WASHINGTON.

Earl Cornwallis to general Washington.

York, \lth October, 1781.

Sir :

I have been this moment honoured with your excellency's letter dated this

day.

The time limited for sending my answer will not admit of entering into the

detail of articles ; but the basi» of my proposals will be, that the garrisons of

York and Gloucester shall be prisoners of war, with the customary honours;

and for the convenience of the individuals which 1 have the honour to command,
that the British shall be sent to Britain, and the Germans to Germany, under

engagements not to serve against France, America, or their allies, until released,

or regularly exchanged. That all aims and public stores shall be delivered op



Southern Department of the United States. 367

accordance with the principles fixed by Wnshijigton. Commission-
ers were immediately appointed : the viscount de Noailies, of the

to you; but that the usual indulgence of side arms to officers, and of retainin"-
private properly, shall be granted to officers and soldiers; and that the interes't

of the several individuals in civil capacities and connected with us, shall be at-
tended tn.

It your excellency thinks that a continuance of the suspension of hostilities

will be necessaiy to transmit your answer, I shall have no objection to the hour
that you may propose.

^f I hare the honour to be, <fec.
'

CORNWALLIS.

General Washington to earl Comxcallis.

Camp before York, 18lk October, 1781.

Mt Lord :

To avoid unnecessary discussions and delays, I shall at once, in answer to
your lordship's letter of yesterday, declare the general basis upon which a de-
finitive treaty of capitulation may take place.

The garrisons of York and Gloucester, including the seamen, as you propose
shall be received prisoners of war. The condition annexed, of sending tiie Bri-
tish and German troops to the parts of Europe to which th.y respectively belong
is inadmissible. Instead of this they will be marched to such parts of the coun-
try as can most conveniently piovidn for their subsistence; and the benevolent
treatment of the prisoners, which is invariably observed by the Americans will
be extended to them. The same honours will be granted to the surrendering
army as were ^ranted to the garrison of Charleston.

The shipping and boats in the two harbours, with all their guns, stores tack-
ling, furniture, and apparel, shall be delivered in their present state to an officer
of the navy appointed to take possession of them.

The artillery, arms, accoutrements, military chest, and public stores of every
denomination, shall be delivered, unimpaired, to the heads of the departments
to which they respectively belong.

The ofiicers shall be indulged in retaining their side arms ; and the officers and
soldiers may preserve their baggage and effects, with this reserve, that property
taken in the country will be reclaimed.

With regard to the individuals in civil capacities, whose interest your lordshin
wishes may be attended to, until they are more particularly described nothinc
definitive can be settled.

I hav« to add, that I expect the sick and wounded will be supplied with their
»wa hospital stores, and be attended by British surgeons, particularly charged
with the care of them.

Your lordship will be pleased to signify your determination, either to accept
or reject the proposals now offered, in the course of two hours from the deliverv
•f this letter, that commissioners may be appointed to digest the articles o«" ca-
pitulation, or a renewal of hostilities may take place.

1 have the honfi'r to be, &c.
G. WASHIWGTOJY,

Earl Cernwallis to general Washington, dated,

York,lSih October, 1781.
Sir :

I agreo to open a treaty of capitulation upon the basis of the garrisons af
York and Gloucester, including seamen, being prisoners of war, without annex*
ing the condition of their being sent ta Europe; but I expect to receive a com-
pensation ill the articles of capitulation for the surrender of Gloucester in its

yreient state of defence.
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army of Rorhnmbeaii, sun! lieutenant colono' Ivaurens, aid-do ramp
to the commander in chief, on the part of the aUies ; lieutenant

colonel Dund.is, with miijor Koss, aul tie i:ain|j to loid Cornwallis,

on the [tait of the eneiity. Tlie commissioners met ; hut not agree-

ing deliTiiiivcly a rough draft of the terms prepared wen- submuiid
to the respective generals in chief. Wiishingion, always indispoed
to risk the accid nt'^ of fortune, adhered to hi- decision already an-

nounced of prcventini; tlie waste of lime ; and th<^refore tiansmitted

the next morning a fiir <'opy of the terms to lord Cornwallis, de-

claring his expectation, that they would le ratified on tlie part of

his lordship before the hour of eleven ; and that his troops would

lay down their arms at two in the afternoon.

Perceiving that it was in vain longer to contend, the British gen-

eral assented to the terms presented.* Two points had been stien-

I sliall, in panicular, ripsire that t'le Bonptta s!oo[) of war may tie I'lt entirely

at my disposal, iVoin the imui tlint the capilii]ati< n is tianefl, to rfCcive an aid-

de-camp to cany my despatches to sir lltMiiy Clinton. Such foldiers as I may
think proper to send as (.assrnans in Iipi, to be niiinned with filty mt-n of her

own crew, and lo be pern.ilted to s.Til, witiii'Ut examination, u hen my de pntrhes

are ready; engaging on my part, that the ship shall be broufjht back f;nd deliv-

ered to you, if she escapes the dangers of the sea ; that the creu and -oldiers

shall he accounted f t in futuie exchanges; that she shall carrv off no oftiter

without your consent, iior public property of .my kliid. Anrl I siial! l:ke\r ise

desire that the traders and inhabitants may prererve their properly, and that

no person may be punish.ed or mi.lested for having joined the British troops.

If yon choose to prorred to n''gotintj >n on these groun-ls, t shall appoint two
field officers of my army to meet two officers from y.'U at any time and place

that you think proper, to digest the articles of capitulation.

I have the honour to be. &c.

CORNWALLIS.

* Articles of CapUulalion.

Article 1st. The garrisons of York and Gloucester, including the officers and

seamen of his Britannic majisiy's ships, as well as other mariners, to surrender

themselves piisoners of war to the combined forces of Amerira and France.

The land troops to remain prisoners to the United States; the naval to the naval

army of his most christian majesty.

Answer. Granted.

Aiticle 2d. The artillery, arms, arcontrements, military chest, and public

stores of every denon.iiint on, shiill be delivered, unimpaired, to the heads of

departments appointed to receive tlicm.

Answer. Granted.

Article 3d. At twelve oVlock this day the two redoubts on the left flank of
York to L/C deVi-,cred

; the one to a detachment of tjie American army, the other
to a detachment of FiphcIi grenadiers.

Answer. Granted.

The garrison of York will march out to a place to be appointed in front of
tlie posts, at two o'clock precisely, with shouldered arms, colours caFerl, and
drums beating a Bri^l^ll or German mairli. They are then in ground their arms,
nnd return to theii encampments, where they will remain until they are des-

patched to the places of their destination Two vvoikj on the Gloucester side

will be delivered at one o'clock to a det<ichment of F"rench and American troops

appointed to possess them. The garrison will march out at three o'clock in the
afieiiioon: the cavalry, with their swords drawn, trumpets sounding ; and the

infantry in the manner prescribed for the garrison ol York. They are likewise

to return to their encampments until they can be finally marched off.
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iiously insisted on by lord Cornwsllis : the first, that his army should

be sent to Europe, upon the condition of not serving against the

Article 4th. Officers are to retain their side arms. Both officers and soldiers

to keep their private property of every kind, and no part ol" their baggage or

papers to b« at any time subject to search or inspection. The baggage and

papers of oflirers and soldiers taken during the siege to be likewise preserved

for iheni.

Answer, Granted.

It is understood, that any property, obviously belonging to the inhabitants of

these states, in the possession of the garrison, shall be subject to be reclaimed.

Article 5th. The soldiers to be kept in Virginia, Maryland, or Pennsylvania,

and as much by regiments as possible, and supplied with the same rations of

provisions as are allowed to soldiers in the service of America. A field officer

from each nation, to wit, British, Anspach, and Hessian, and other officers on

parole in the proporiion of one to fifty men, to be allowed to reside near their

respective regiments, to visit them frequently, and be witnesses of their treat-

ment ; and that then officers may receive and deliver clothing and other neces-

saries for them ; for which Passports are to be granted when applied for.

Answer. Granted.

Article 6lh. The general, staff, and other officers not employed as mentioned

in the above articles, and who choose it, to be peimitted to go on parole to

Europe, to New York, or any other American maritime post at present in the

possession of the British forces, at their own option; and proper vessels to be

granted by the count de Grasse to carry them under flags of trurc to JVew York

within ten f^ays from this date, if possible ; and they to reside in a district, to

be agreed upon hereafter, until they embark.

The officers of the civil department of the army and navy to be included in

this article. I asfpurts, to go by laud, to be granted to those to whom vessels

r>annot be furnished.

Answer. Granted.

Article 7th. The officers to be allowed to keep soldiers as servants, according

to the common practice of the service. Servants, not siddiers. are not to be

considered ae prisoners, and are to be allowed to attend their masters.

Answer. Granted.

Article 8th. The Bonetta sloop of war to be equipped, and navigated by its

present captain and crew, and left entirely at tlie (lis])Oial of lord Cornwaliis

from Uie hour that the capitulation is signed, to receive an aid-decamp to carry

despatches to sir Henry Clinton, and such soldiers as he may think proper to

si iid to New Yoik ; to be permitted to sail without examination, when his des^

patches are lendy.

His lordbhip engages, on his part, that the ship shall be delivered to the ordei

of the count de Gra.'se, if she escapes the dangers uf Ihe sea; that she shall

not carry off any public ftores. Any part of the crew that niay be deficient

OB her return, and the soldiers, passengers, to be accounted for on her delivery.

Answer. Granted.

Article 9ih. The traders are to preserve their property, and to be allowed

three months to dispose of or remove tliein; and those traders are not to be

considered as prisoners of war.

Article 9th Answered. The traders will be allowed to dispose of their effects,

the allied army naviug the right of pre-emption. The traders to be considered

as prisoners ol war upon parole.

Article lOth. Natives or inhabitants of different parts of this country, at

present in York or Gloucester, are not to be punished on accouBt of having

joined the British army.

Article 10th Answered. This article cannot be assented to, being altogether

of civil resort.

Article llth. Proper hospitals to be furnished for the sick and wounded. They

are to be attended to by their own suigeons on parole ; and tney are to ba fiifi

irished with medicines and stortslroni the American hospitaii.

47
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United States or France until exchanged ; and the second, security

for our cilizeni? who had joined the British army. Both were per-

emptorily refused ; but the last was in effect yielded by permitting

hi^ hirdship to swtid a sloop of war with his despatches to sir Henry
Clinton tVce from search. Avaihng himself of this asylum for the

individuals with him, obnoxious to our government, they were safely

conveyed to New York.

At t»vo o'clock in the evening the British army, led by general

O'Hara, marched out of its lines with colours cased, and drums beat-

ing a British march.

The author was present at this ceremony ; and certainly no spec-

tacle could be more impressive than the one now exhibited. Valiant

troops yielding up their arms after lighting in defence of a cause

dear to them, (because the cause of tneir country) under a leader

who, throughout the war, in every grade and in every situation to

which he had been called, appeared the Hector of iiis host. Bat-

tle after battle had he foti^ht ; climate alter climate had he endured ;

towns had yielded to his mandate, posts were abandoned at his ap-

proach ; armies were conquered by his prowess ; one nearly ex«

terminated, another chased from the confines of South Carolina be-

yond the Dan into Virginia, and a third severely chastised in that

stale on the shores of James river. But here even he, in the midst

of his splendid career, found his conqueror.

The road through which they marched was lined with spectators,

French and American. On one side the commander in chief, sur-

Answered. Tlie hospitnl stores now in York and Gloucester shall be delivered

for the use of the British sick anil wounded. Passports will be granted for

procuring them further supplies from New York, as occdsion may require ; and
proper liospitals will be furnished for the reception of the sick and wounded of

the two garrisons.

.4 1 tide 12th. Wagons to be furnished to carry the baggag^e of the officers at-

tending liie soldiers, and to surgeons when travelling on account of the sick, at-

tending the hospitals at public expense.

Answer. They are to be furnished if possible.

Article iSth. 'J'he shipping and boats in the two harbours, with all their stores,

guns, tackling, and apparel, sliall be delivered up in their present state to an
officer of the navy appointed to take possession of them, previously unloading
the private property, part of which had been on board for security during the

siege.

Answer. Granted.

Article 14th. No article of capitulation to be infringed on pretence of repri-

sals ; and if there be any doubtful expressions in it, they are to be interpreted

according to the common meaning and acceptatiou of the words.
Answer. Granted.

Done at York in Virginia, October l9th, 17S1.

CORNWALLIS.
THOMAS Sy.vlONDS

/Dons in the trenches before Yorktown, in Virginia, October l9th, 1781.

G. WASHINGTON.
Ll£ CO.MTE DE ROCHAMBEAU*
Le COiMTE DE BARRAS,

en mon nom et celui du Corote de Graise.
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rounded by his snit and the American staff, took hi« station ; on the

other side opposite to him, was the cotint de Ivoch;imbe;m in Hke

manner attended. The captive army approached, niovinir silowly

in column with grace and precision. Universal silence was observed

amidst the vast concourse, and the utmost decency prevailed : ex-

hibiting in demeanor an awful sense of the vicissitudes of human

fortune, mingled with commiseration for the unhappy. The head

cf the column approached the commander in chief;—O'llara, mis-

taking; the circle, turned to that on his left for the purpose of pay-

ing his respects to the commander in chief, and requesting further

orders ; when quickly discovering his error, with much embarrass-

ment in his countenance, he flew across the road, and advancing

up to Washington, asked pardon for his mistake, apologized for

the absence of lord Cornwallis, and begseJ to know his further

pleasure. The general, feeling his embarrassment, re'ieved it by

referring him wilh much politeness to general Liucola for bis go-

vernment. Returning to the head of the column, it moved .inder

the guidance of Liucola to the field selected for the conclusion of

the ceremony.
Every eye was turned, searching for the British commander in

chief, anxious to look at that man, heretofore so much the object of

their dread. All were disappointed. Cornwallis hehl hmis-elf back

from the humiliating seen.' ; obeying emotions which his great char-

acter ought to have stifled. He had been unfortunate, not from

?iny false step or deficiency of exertion on his part, but irom the

infiituated policy of his superior, and the united power of his ene-

mv, brought to bear upon him alone. There was nothing with

which he could reproach himself; there was nothing with which

he could reproach his brave and faithful army : why not then apj-

pear at its head in the day of mislortune, as he had always done in

the day of triumph ? The British general in this instance deviated

from his usual line of conduct, dimning the splendour of his long

and brilliant career.

The post of Gloucester, falling with that of York, wa- delivered up

on the same day by lieutenant colonel Tarlcton, who had succeeded

to the command on the transfer of lieutenant colonel Diindas to the

more impoitant duties assigned to him in the defence of York.

Previous to the surrender, Taileton waited upon general Choise,

and communicated to that officer his apprehensions for his personal

safetv it' put at the disposal of tht^ American miiitia. This confer-

ence' was sought f)r tlu"! purpose of iiuiucing ni arranjeinent which

should shield hira from (he vengeance of the inhal)itants. General

Choise did not hesitate a moment in gratifying the wi-hes of Tarle-

ton. The legion of Lauzun and (he corps of Mercer were selected

by the general to receive the submitting enemy, vvhile the residue

of the allied detachment was held back in camp. As soon as the

ceremony of surrender was performed, lieutenant colonel Hugo,

of the legion of Mercer, with his militia and grenadiers took pos-

session of the redoubts, and protected the hostile garrison from

those outrages so seriously, though unwarrantably, anticipated by
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the British commandant. It would have been very satisfactory to*

give the reasms which indiiceH this communication from heutenant

colonel Tarleton, but Choice did not go into the inquiry, and they

remiin unascertained.

Indubitably they did not grow out of the American character or

habit. Harely in thn course of the war were the rights of human-

ity violated, or the feeling of sympathy and commiseration for

the unfortunate suppressed by the Vmerinans ; and a deviation from

our general system ought not now to have been expected, a* the

commander in chiff was present, and the solemnity of a capitulation

had interposed. We look in vain to this quarter for the cause of

this procedure ; and therefore conclude that it must have ari«en

from events known ?o the lieutenant colonel himself, and applying

to the corps under his command.

By the official returns it appears that the besieging army, at the

termination of the «iege, amounted to sixteen thousand men,— five

thousand five hundred continentals, three thousand five hundred

militia, and seven thousand French. The British force in toto is

pill down at <e\ei) thousand one hundred and seven ;
of which only

four thousand and seventeen, rank and file, are stated to have beea

fit for duty.

The army, with every thing belonging to it, fell to the Lnited

States ; vvhile the shipping and all its appurtenances were allotted

to our ally. The British loss, including officers, amounted to five

hundred and fifty eight ; vvhile ours tlid not exceed tiiree hundred.

We obtained an excellent park of field artillery, all of brass.

At any other period of the war no acquisition could have been more

acceptable.

The commander in chief, in his orders of congratulation on the

happy event, m 'de his cordial acknowledgments to the whole ar-

my, which was well deserved ; as in every stage of the service it

had exemplified unvarying zeal, vigour and intrepidity. On the

count de Rochambeau, the generals Chatelleux and Viomenil, high

applause was bestowed for the distinguished support derived from

th>^m throughout the siege ; and governor Nelson of Virginia re-

ceived the tnluite of tlumks so justly due to his great and useful

exertions. The gen^srals Lincoln, La Fayette, and Steuben, are

named with much respect General Knox, commanding the artil-

lery, ard g.'iieral du Portail, chief of engineers in the American

army, are particularly honoured for their able and unremitting as-

sistance.

On the very day in which lord Cornwallis surrendered, sir Henry

Clinton leit Sandy Hook, vviih the promised relief; originally put

down at four thousand, al'teiwards at more than five thousand, now
seven thousand ; made U[> of liis best corps, escorted by admiral

Digby, who had su.'ceeded Graves, with twenty five sail of the

line, two ships of fifty guns, and eight frigates. Such want of pre-

cision must always h!a«t military enterprise. Why it happened,

remains unexplained ; but there seems to have been, in all ex|)e-

ditions of the same sort, either from English ports or from those ot
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the colonies, the same unaccountable dilatoriness, uniformly pro*

ducing deep and lasting injury to the nation.

After a fine pasjsage the fleet appeared on the 24th off the capes

of Virginia, where sir Henry Clinton received intelligence of the

surrender. Continuing some da)s longer off tlie mouth of the

Chesapeake to ascertain the truth, his information became con-

firmed ; when further delay being useless he returned to New
York.

In the mean time de Grasse continued on his anchorage ground

with thirty-six sail of the line, and the usual proportion of frigates,

hastening preparations for his departure.

VVtiy sir Henry Clinton should h.ive ever encouraged his general

in Virginia to expect relief, seems unaccountable. The project

adopted, too late, by Coinwallis of escaping north or soutli, was

much more feasible than the plan of relief so confidently relied up-

on by the British general in chief. How were twenty-five ships of

the line to force their way into the bay of Chesapeake, occupied i)y

a superior liostile fleet ? But admitting the improbable event ; what

then would ensue? Sir Henry, with his seven thoii>and men,

would disembark up the bay so as to approach Gloucester point, or

he would land in the vicinity of Hampton ; from whence the road

to York is direct, and the distance not more than one tlay's march.

To land at the former place would be absurd, unless the French

fleet was annihilated—an indecisive action, though unf.ivourable to

France, could not produce the desired end. It was scarcely possi-

ble for such inferii)rity of naval force to strike a blow so decisive.

The route to Gloucester was therefore not eligible ; as the York

river intervening, sure to be occupied by the French tleet, would

sever the two armies. That by the way of Hampton, or from James

river, was occluded by only one obstacle, and that obs^tacle was in-

surmountable. Sixteen thousand bayonets interposed ; twelve thou-

sand five hundred of which were in the hands of regulars, all chosen

troops.

Cornwallis, with his small force, could not leave his lines ; if he

did, Washington, moving towards Clinton, would have only to turn

upon his lordship as soon as he ventured from bis intrenched camp,

and in one hour he must have destroyed him. Clinton next in or-

der must infallibly fall. Acting upon the opposite principle, Corn-

wallis would continue in his position, and Washington would attack

Clinton on his advance, midway between Hampton and York, or be-

tween his point of debarkation on J,tines river and our lines ; the

ie-ue would be the same, though the order would be reversed :

Clinton would be first destroyed, and Cornwallis would then sur-

render.

The further the inquiry is pursued the more conspicuous will

the want of due foresight and wise action in the British commander in

chief appear. The moment he was informed by his government that

he might expect a French fleet upon our const in the course of the

autumn, he ought to have taken his measures as if he had been as-

sured of the maritime superiority which happened. Thus acting,
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should the presumed event happily fail, ho wa« sufc ; shmihl it un-
happily be reiilized, he woiilrl have heeii prepared to meet it.

Kelying upon Uic ^superiority of (he Brilisli navy, lie seem* never
lo have rellecteil lh;it ihe force of accidents ini:;ht give that supe-

riority to his enemy. Had he for a moment beh^^vecl that the care

of the spoil- of Saint Eustafins could Ijave btMiumbfd the zeal of si^

G. B. Kodne^', commanding; in chief the naval force of Great Bri-

tain in our hecnisphere, he tni^ht have pursued u safer course. Or
if he had conceived it possible that astorcu mi<;lit have torn to pieces

one fleet, injuriu'j; but little the other, (an occurrence which some-
times happens) he would have discerneil tiu" wisdom of relyin« upoD
himself for saiety ; and consequently would htve ordered Cornwal-
li< to take post on the so\uh of James river, ready to rej^ain North
Carolina should it become necessary. But never presuming upon
the interposition of any incident jrivingto France a naval ascendencj

upon our coast, he took his measures upon common place princi-

ples, following; the beaten track, and fel! an ea<y prey to his sagaci-

ous adversary ; who. to prevent the intertereuce of any occurrence

impedinir ti)e prot^ress of his views, made ready in time to take his

])art as circumstauces mi^ht invite, and to press forward to his end

with unslackej.ing vigour. Sir Henry Clinton was—like most of the

generals who appeared in this war—;^ood, but not great. He was

an active, zealous, honourable, well bred soldier ; but Heaven had

not touched his mind with its fetherial spark. He could not soar

above the ordinary level ; and (hnuj^h calculated to shine in a se-

condary sphere, was sure to twinkle in the highest station. VVhen

presidents, kina;*, or emperors conlide armies to soldiers of rommon
minds, they ouaiht nut to be surprised at the di-astcrs which follow.

The war found general Ga»e in chief comaiand in America ; con-

fessedly better fitted for peace. He wa< changed for sir William

Howe ; who, after two campaiirns, was withdrawn, or withdrew.

Sir Henry Clinton succeeded ; and when peace b'^came assured, sir

Guy Caileton, afterwards lord Dorchester, took his place. By a

strange fatality the soldier best qualitied for the arduous duties of

war, was reserved to conduct the scenes of returning peace This

<»-eneral vvas and had been for many ve:jrs governor of Canada. He
defended Q,u ))ec against Montgon>ery ; wh^re he gave strong indi-

cations of a su[»erior mind by his use of victory. Instead of de-

tainino- his eneny (fellow subjects, as he called them) in prison

ships ;
committing them to the discretion of mercenary commis*a-

ries for food and fuel and to military bailiffs for safe keeping, Car-

leton paroled the olHcers, expressing his regret that they should

have been induce.! lo maintain a cause wrong in principle, and fatal

to its abettors in i^sue ; and sent home the privates, giving to all

every requisite aid f ;r tiieir comfortable return, enjoining them uo-

ver to take uj) arms a second time agai.ist their sovereign ; as there-

by they would forfeit the security and comfort which he had pre-

sented, as well as violate their own peace of mind, by cancelling a

contract founded in the contidence of their truth.

Commiserating the delusion under which they had acted, he en-
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cburaged their abandonment of the new doctrines ; anathematizing

with bitterness the arts, intrigues, an'1 wickedness ot"lheir rebellious

leaders, against whom, and whom only, the thunderbolt ot power
ought, in his judgment, to be hurlod.

The effect ot such policy was powerful. General Greene, from
whom the information is derived, expressed his conviction that the

kindness of Carleton was more to be dreaded than the bayonet of

Howe ; and mentioned as an undeniable fact, that in the various dis-

tricts to which our captured troops returned, not excejiting the faith-

ful state of Connecticut, the impressions made by the relation of the

treatment experienced Irom him, produced a lasting and un]>ropitious

eflfect.

Here is exhibited deep knowledge of the human heart—the
ground work of gre-itness in the art of war. V.'lien we add the
honourable displa\ of patriotism evinced by the same ollicer, in his

support of the ex()e(lilion under lieutenant general Burgoyne, in-

truded by the miinster into an important command which the go-
vernor of Cun.id.t had a right to expect, and subjoin that when a co-
lonel at the head ol a regiment in the army under Wolfe, before
Q,uei)ec, he was the only officer of that grade entrusted by that

gr«'at captain with a separate comraind, America may justly rejoice

in the misapplication of such talents, and Great Bi it.iin as truly la-

ment the infatuation of her rulers, who overlooked a leader of such
high promise.

Cornwallis, in his official letter, representing his fall, gave serious
umbrage to sir Henry Clinton ; so difficult is it to relate the truth
without offence, when communicating disaster resolting from the im-
providence, or incapacity of a superior. That the reader may judge
of this last act of the most distinguished general opposed to us in the
course of the war, his lordship's letter has been annexed.*
General Greene, as has been mentioned, hoping tiiat as soon aa

the army of Virginia was brouglit to submission, tiie French admiral
might be induced to extend his co operation furtlier sooth, had sent
to the commander in chief lieutenant colonel Lee with a full and
minute description of the situation and force of the enemy in the
Carolinas and Georgia.

This officer arrived a few days before the surrender ; and havin»
executed his mii^sion, was detained by the commander in cliief to ac-
company the expedition, which heaiixiousiy desired to forward con-
formably to the plan of general Greene.
The moment he linisbed the great work before him, he addressed

himself to the cpunt de Grasse, urging his further aid if compatible
with his ulterior objects. The French adfuiral v, .a* well <iisposed to
promote the views of Washington

;.
\jui the interest of his king and

his own engagements forbad longer delay on our coasts. Failing in
the chief object of his address, Washington inlornied the admiral of
his intention to reinforce the army in the South, dilating upon the
benefits inseparable from its speedy junctioii w'ah geaerul Greene-,

** See Appendix, N, •
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and his hope fhat the conveyance of the reinforcements to Cape
F'ear river would not be inconvenient. This proposition was cheer-
fully adopted, and the corps destined for the South, were put under
the direction of the marquis la Fayette, with orders to possess him-
self of Wilmington, situated fifteen miles up the Cape Fear, still

held by major Craig, and from thence to march to the southern
headquarters. It so happened, that the count fiund it necessary to

recede from his promise ; so that general Greene, much as he pres-

sed naval co operation, which could not ftil in restoring the three

southern states completely, was not only disappointed in this his

fond expectation, but was also deprived of the advantage to be de-'

rived from the fycile and expeditious conveyance of his reinforce-

ment as at tirst arranged.

The army of Kochambeau was cantoned for the winter in Virgi-

nia : the brigades of Wayne and Gist were detached to the south

under major general St Clair : the remainder of the American army
was transported by water to the head of the Chesapeake, under
major general Lincoln, who wa< ordered to regiiin the Hudson river

;

and the detachment with St. Simon re-embarked, wheb the French
admiral returned to the West Indies.

Thus concluded the important co operation ot the nllied forces;

soncerted at the court of Versailles, executed with precision on

the pari of count de Grasse, and conducted with judgment by the

eommander in chief Great was the joy diffused throughout our
inf.mt empire. Bon tires, illuminations, feasts, and balls, proclaimed

the universal delight; congratulatory addresses, warm from the

heart, poured in iVom every quarter, hailing in ftirvid terms the

patriot hero ; the reverend ministers of our holy religion, the

learned dignitaries of science, the grave rulers and governors of

the land, all tendered their homage ; and the fair, whose smiles

best reward the brave, added, too, their tender gratitude and sweet

applause.

This wide acclaim of joy and of confidence, as rare as sincere,

sprung not only from the conviction that our signal success would
bring in its train the blessings of peace, so wanted by our wasted

couulry, and from tlie splendour with which il encircled our national

name, but from the endearing reflection that the mighty exploit had

been achieved by our faithful, beloved Washington. We had seen

him struggling throughout the war with inferior force against the

best troops of England, assisted by her powerful navy; surrounded

with difhculties ; oppressed by want; never dism.iyed, never ap-

palled, never despairing of the commonwealth. ,VVe have seen

him renouncing his own fame as a soldier, his safety as a man ; in

his unalloyed love of country, weakening his own immediate force

to sti engihen that of his lieutenants ; submitting with equanimity to

his own consequent inability to act, and rejoicing in their triumphs,

because best calculated to uphold the great cause entrusted to his

care ; at length by one great and final exploit under the benign in-

fluence of Providence, lifted to the pinuricle of glory, the merited

reward of his toils, his sulierings, his patience, his heroism, and hi*
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firtue. Wonderful man ! rendering it difficult by his conduct
throughout life to decide whether he most excelled in goodness or
in greatness.

Congress testified unanimously their sense of the 2;reat achieve-
ment.* To Washington, de Grasse, Kochamheau, and to their ar-

* By tho United States, in Congress assembled, October 29th, 1781.
Resolved, That the thanks of the United States, in Congress assembled, be

presented to bis excellency gi^neral Washington, for the eminent services which
he h^s rendered to the Unitpd '<tat>'s, and particularly for tlie »vell concerted
plan against the British garrisons in York and Gloucester ; for the vigour, atlen-
t!On and military skill with which the plan was executed ; and for the wisdom
and prudence manifested in the capitulation.

That the thanks of the United States, in Congress assembled, be presented
to his excellency the count de Rochambeau, for the cordiality, zeal, judgment
and fortitude, with which he seconderl and advanced the progress of the allied

army against the British j;arrisnn in York.

That (he thanks of the United States, in Congress assembled, be presented to

his excellency cnnnt de Grrisse, for his dis|)lay of skill anrl bravery in attdck-

Ing and defeating the British fleet off the bay of Chesapeake; and for his zeal

and alacrity in renrlering, with the fl.^et under his conMnand, the most effectual

and distinguiflied aid and Mippmt to the operations of the allied army in Virginia.

That the thanks of the United Stntes, in Congress assembled, be presented

to the commnn'iing and other officers of the corps of anillcry and engineers of
the allied army, who sustained extraordinary fatigue and danger, in their ani-

mated and gallant_ approaches to the lines of the enemy.

That general VVasbinglon be directed to communicate to the other officers

and the soldiers under his command the thanks of tlie United States in Con-
gress assembled, for their conduct and valour on this oc asion.

Resolvftd, That the United States, in Congress assembled, will cause to be

erected at York, in Virginia, a marble column, adorned with emblems of the

olliance between the United Slates and his most rhrisiian majesty, and in-

scribed with a succinct narrative of the surrender of earl Cornwallis to his ex-

cellency general Washiiinton. commander in ciiief of the combined forces of

America and France, to his excellency the count de Rochambeau, commanding
the auxiliary troops of bis most christian m.ajesty in America, and his excellen-

cy the count de Grasse, commanding in chiel the naval army of France in the

Chesapeake.
Resolved. That two stands of the colours taken from the British army under

tiie capitulation of York, be presented to his excellency general Washington,

in the name of the United States, in congress asst;mbled.

Resolved, That two pieces of field ordnance, taken from the British army

binder the capitulation of York, he presented by the commander in chief of the

American army to count de Rochambeau ; and that there be engraved thereon

a short memorandum, tliat congress were induced to present them from con-

sideration of the illustrious part w hich he hire in effectuating the surrender.

Resolved, That tlie secretary of foreign affairs be directed to request the

minister plenipotentiary of his most christian majesty, to inform his majesty, that

it is the wish of Cong.-ess that count de Grasse may be perniittr'd to accept a tes-

timony of their approbation, similar to that to be presented to count de Ro-

chambeau.
Resolved, That the board of war be directed to present to lieutenant colonel

Tilghman, in the name of the United States, in Congress assembled, a horse

properly caparisoned, and an elegant sword in testimony of their high opinioQ

of his merit and ability,!

t Lieutenant colonel Tinch Tilghman had served from the year 1776 in the

character of aid-de-camp to the commander in chief, was highly beloved an9

respected, and was honoured by Washington with bearing to Congress his ojSf^

clal report of the surrender of the British army in Virginia.

43
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mifs, they presented the tnaiiki^ of the nation, the most erateful

revvurd whicti freemen can bestow, or freemen receive ; and passed

a resolution to erect a monument of marble on the j;round of vic-

tory, as well to commemorate the alliance between the two nation?,

a« this the proud triumph of th. ir united arms. Nor diil ihey stop

here. De-irous that the chiefs of the allied forces «hould carry

with them in o retirement some of the trophies of their prowess,

they |)resentpd to the commander in chief two of the standaids ta-

ken from the enemy, to the admir d two tield pieces, and a like num-

ber to the general <»f the French troops They cjnrluderl, by dedi-

cating the 30th of December for national su|)])liration anti tluu'ks-

giving to Almighty God in commemoration of his graciou- ptotec-

tion, manifested by the late happy issue of their councils and efiforts,

themselves attending in a body divine worship on that day.

CHAPTER XXXVl.

As soon as it was ascertained that the count de Grasse would not

take under convoy the troops destined to reinforce the southern

army, general St. Clair was ordered to prepare tor immediate mo-

tion ; and lieutenant colonel Lee was directed to return with the

despatches of the commander in chief. Hastening to the south, the

lieutenant colonel proceeded with exfieditiori to the High Hills of

Santee,—>till the head quarters of the southern army. General

Greene finding himself baffled in the expectation he had indulged,

of beins sufficiently strengttiened to complete the restoration of

the south, which he had so happily, in a great degree, accomplish-

ed ; determined, nevertheless, though reduced by battle and by

disease, to remain inactive no longer than the season rendered it

necessary. The autumn in "^outh Carolina is extremely debilitat-

ing as well as prolific of disease. Prepared to move, he only wait-

ed for the commencement of the cool season. The general was

well apprized of the effect of the late hard fou-iht battle ; which,

notwithstanding the enemy's claim to victory, had broken the force

and spirit of the British army. Nor was he unmindful in his chIcu-

lations of the relative condition of the two armies, that this opera-

J^'ovember "tlh, 1781.

Resolved, Tliat the secretary of foreign afTairs be direcicd to prepare a

sketcti of emblems of the alliance between his most christian majesty and the

United States, proper to be inscribed on the rohiinn to be erected in the town of

York, under the resolution of the 29th day of October last.

Resolved, That an elegant sword be presented in the name of the United

States, in Congress assembled, to colonel t^Iuniphreys, aid-de-i'amp of °;eneral

Washinnton, to whose care the standard? taken under the capitulation of York
were conbigned, as a testimony of their opinion of his fidelity and ability, and

that the board of war take order then-in.

Extract from the minutes.

CHARLES THOMPSON, Secretary;
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live battle had been fought hy hi? infmlry only ; the horse under

Washington, although very much shattered, had not in the srn tiiest

degree contributed to the issue of the action; while that ot the

legion had by a manceuvre only aided the van in the morning ten-

cositre : a circumstance well known to the enetny, and which could

DO' be overlooked in hi- estimate of tiie pa'^t and of the future.

The American ;reneral being convinced that he was in effect the

conqueror, confor ned iiis plan and measure* to this character.

lu the severe contention the last ten months, the districts between
the Santee and the P'^dee, and between the VVateree and Congaree,

having been successively the seat of war. their cnltivaiion had been
neglected The product of the soil was scanty, and of ihut little,

•all not concealed for the subsisteiice of the iniiabitants iiad been
taken by (he armies. 'J'he only country from which Greene could

draw supplies was that on the lower Pedee, and this was so distant

as to render the conveyance to camp extremely inconvenient, which
addled to the insecurity of the route of transportation fro(n its expo-

sure to the enemy's maritime interruption for-bad resort to that

district. It fortunately happened that subsistence for man and

horse was most abundant in the quarter of the state to which the

general was desirous of tran-ferring the war. Although he had conli-

dently expected that the commander in chief would h.ivti succeeded

in prevailing on the French admiral to continue in our waters long

enough tor the execution of the plan submitted by him to Washing-

ton, nevrthele-s he seduously appli>d himself in preparing for the

partial accomplishment of his object with his own means, in case

of disappointment. In North Carolina, VVilminglon remained in

the possession of the enemy. In South Carolina he hid only

Charleston and the rontiguous islands, and the isthmus forme i by

the rivers Cooper and Ashley, with a portion of the country tying

between the last river and the Edisto But in Georgia, Sav.innah

with a larger space of country was in his uncontrolled pos-es-ion.

With the requested aid the American general could not have been

disappointed in the entire liberation of the three states ; without

this aid, he flattered himself with being able, by judicious and vigo-

rous operations, to relieve North Carolina and ieorgia.

To this object he turned his attention, and for this purpose he

determined to place himself interiuediate to Charleston ;»nd Sav^^n-

nah. The district south of the Edifto tilted his views in point of

locality ; and having been since 1779 exempt in a great degree from

military operations, agriculture had been cherished, :;nd the crops

of rice in particular were tolerably abundant. This substitute for

bread, however unpalatable to Vlarylanders and Virginians, of

whom Greene's armv w is principally composed, is nourishing to

man. and with the Indian pea, which grows luxuriantly in South

Carolina and Georgia, affords nutritious forage for horse. He put

his army in motion (on the 18th of November,) and soon aft^r when

he crossed the Congaree, h'ft the main body under the or^li rs of^__^

colonel Williams, who was directed to advance by easy ai,d sty^-^^j'-Q^

marches to the Four Holes, a branch of the Edisto, njl'hfei^ftjourhood
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ral himself, at the head of the hght iroopd, took a circuitous route

to the same place. Corre-|)Oii(l*iiicy m the movement of the two

corps being precoiiceiteJ, Wilhams proceeded on the direct route

to the Four Holes ; and Greene advanced Uy forced marches upon

Dorcliester, where the enemy had estatdished a post, garrisoned at

present by four hundred mfiintry, all iheir cavalry, not exceeiling

one hundred and lifiy, and some militia. 'J'his post (if surprised)^

could be readily carried, and such a result was not improbable. It

not surprised, the general llatlercd himscdf, unless the enemy had

recovered from Ihe despondency which followed the battle ot the

Eutaws, that he would abandon it ; and if dis-ippointed in both these

expectations, he considered himself as ani[)ly conipensated for this

movement, by his own view of a part of the country to which he

meant to extend his operations.

The cavalry, preceding the light int'antry in various directions,

occupied an extensive fiont, for the purpose of precluding commu-

nication of our approach ; which it was intended to conceal from

the inhabitants as well as iVom the enemy, lest some of the disaffect-

ed might inform him of our advance. We marched in paths through

woods and swamps seldom trod by man ; and wherever we could

not avoid settlements, all the inhabitant.s capable of conveying ia-

formalion were secured. Noluithslanding these precautions, and

our active cavalry, the eneuiy received advice of our approach

sometime in the night previous to the morning intended lor the me-

ditated blow.

The commanding ollicer drew in his outposts, and concentrated

his force in Dorchester, keeping in his front a few patroles to ascer-

tain and report our progress. Lieutenant colonel Hampton, at the

head of the state horse, (a small corps which had, with honour to

itself and effect to its country, shared in the dangers of the latter

part of the campaign with our army,) fell in with one of these, and

instantly charging it, killed some, wounded others, and drove the,

rest upon the main body. The British cavalry sallied out in sup-

port, but declining combat, soon retired.

Disappointed in the hoped for surprise, the general continued to

examine the enemy's position, desirous of executing by force, what
he hoped to have accomplished by stratagem. In the course of the

day the presence of Greene bt came known to the foe, who instantly

prepared for departure He destroyed his stores of every sort,

fell back in the nighl down the isthmus, and before daylight (the

return of which he seemed to have dreaded) established himself at

the Q,uarterhouse, seven miles from Charlesion. General Greene
pursued his examination of the country at his leisure, which being

finished, he returned to th'> army, now encamped on tne Four
Holes.

After a few days he passed the Edisto, and sat down at the Round
O, which is situated between that river and the Ashepoo, about
forty or fifty miles from Charleston, and seventy miles from the

confluence of ilie VVateree and Congaree ; fifteen miies beyond
'\j3;^ the east of the Wateree, in a straight line, are the High
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Taking immediate measures lor the security of the country in his

front, he detached brigadier Marion with his miUtia to the east of

Ashley river, with orders to guard the district between that river

and the Cooper ; and lie sent lieutenant colonel Lee down the wes-

tern side of the Ashley, directing him to approach by gradual ad-

vances St. John's Island, and to place himself in a strong position

within striking distance of it.

Previous to this the enemy hiid evacuated Wilmington, by which
North Carolina became completely restored to the Union. Shut
up as were the British troops in Charleston and its isthmus, major
Craig, with the garrison from Wilmington, some additional infantry

and the c ivalry, had been detached to St John's Island, where most
of tlie «;atfle collected for the British array were at pasture, where
long forage vvas procurable for the cavalry, where co-operation
with the garrison of Charle-ton was convenient, and whence in-

fantry might be readily transported along the interior navigation to

Savunn.ih.

To repress incursions from this post, as well as to inhibit the con-*

veyance of supplies from the main to the Island, became the princi-

pal object of Lee's attention.

The advance of Marion and Lee being, by the general's order
simultaneous, they gave security to their contiguous tlaiiks from any
attempt by land, although they weie divided by the Ashley

; it being
not inconvenient to apprize each other of any movement of the-

enemy on either side of the river. This co-operation was enjoin-
ed by the ge leral, and punctually executed by tlie two comman-
dants. The tir<t d.iy's march brought these detachments to the
country settled by the original emigrants into Carolina. The scene
was both new and delightful. Vestiges, though clouded by war
every where a{)peared of the wealth and taste of the inhabitants.

Spacious edifice?', rich and elegant gardens, with luxuriant and ex-»

tensive rice plintations, were to be seen on ever) side. This
change in the aspect of inanimate na'ure, could not fail to excite
emotions of pleasure, the more vivid because so rare. During our
continued marches and countermarches, never before had we lieen

solaced with the pro<pect of so much comfort. Here we were not
contincd to one solitary mansion, where a few, and a few only, mio-ht
enjoy the charms of taste and the luxury of opulence. The rich
repast was wide spread ;

and when to the exterior was added the
fashion, politeness and hosjutality of the interior, we became en-
rapturrd with ow changed condition, and the resolve of never yield-
ing up this charmmg region but with life, became universal. To
crown our bliss, the fair sex shone in its brightest lustre. With
the ripe-*t and most symmetrical beauty, our fair compatriots blend-
ed sentimental dignity and delicate refinement, the sympathetic shade
of melancholy, and the dawning smile of hope ; the arrival of their
new guests opening to them the prospect of happier times
The rapture of these scenes was as yet confined to the light

troops. The general coutinuing in his position at the Round O,
subsisting upon the resources of the country in that neighbourhood
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and ii) liis rear, reserved ;ill the pur[)Ius food and forage within the

jidt.iiir.ed po^ts for the ftilure Mippoit of hi» iirin). D«c;imping

from (he hound O, he moved on the route taken Uy liis v. id ; when
the tnaiii hod^ piirticipalcd in the gratiticitions which this jdea^ing

I'istrict. and its more [ile.ising po^sessor^^, so liheially bcstowod.

After some niJirches and coniiteimiirchrs. bri^jadier Mirion took

post betvvt^en Diirchesttr and ljig2:in's bridge, and lie^itennnt colo-

nel Lee al M'Q,ueen's plantation, south of Asldev river. Jlie main
body encamped at Pom|j()n, in the rear of Lee. Here general

Greene begun to enter more parlicularlv into his long metlilated

design of relieving the state of Georgia, by forcing the enemy to

evacuate Savannah.

We have before mentioned iliat major, now lieutenant colonel

Craig, had taken pos?es.-^ion of St. John's Island, with a respectable

detachment Lee was ordered, when detached toward-; that Island,

to take measures for ascert;1iI;itl^ with exactne'^s the strength and

position of Craig, with hii cuslormry precautions against surpiise,

and his manner of discharging the duties w hicii his sitiirJiion imposed.

Tiiis service was undertaken with all that y.eal and diligence which

tlie mandate* of a chief so enligiilened and so respected, and an

enterprise more brilliant thaa all the past exploit* in the course of

the southern war, could claim. Some weeks were assiduously

devoted to the acquiring of a clear comprehension of this arduous

and grand design, vvith an exact knowledge ot the complicated means

necessary o its execution : in the mean time, demonstraiions were

made and reports circulated, exhibiting a settled plan in the general

of passing Ashley river, to he ready to fall upon Charleston as soon

as the reinforcement under St Clair, now approaching, should ar-

rive. About this time Greene's attention to the leading object of

bis measures wa.s diverteil by accounts from the West announcing

an irruption of the Cherokee tribe of Indians on the district of

Ninety-Six ; which having been as sadden as it was unexpected,

had beet) attended \vith serious injury. Several faniilies were mas-

sacred, and many liouocs were hursst. Brigadier Pickeris, (wl-.ose

name we have often before mentioned, and always iii connection

with the must important services.) h:id. after his long and harassing

campaign, returned hoioe with his militia. The moment he heard

of the late incuision. be ng-A\n summoned around him his well tried

warriors. To this oOicer the general resorted, when he was in-

formed of this new enemy Among the first acts of general

Greene's command in the South. wa« the conclusion of a treaty

with this tribe of Intlians, i)y which they had engaged to preserve

a state of neutrality so long as the wai between the United States

arid Great Britain should continue. What is extraordinary, the

Cherokees rigidly complied with their engagement during the past

campaign, when the success of lord Cornwallis, with »he many
dilficulties Greene had to encounter, would have given weight to

their interference. Now, when the British army in Virginia had

been forced to surrender, and that acting in South Carolina and

Georgia bad been comptlled to take shelter in the district of coun-
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try protected by forts and ships, they were so rash as to listen to
exho! fations often before vipplied in rain. Pickens rollowed the
incursors into their own country ; ^nd having; seen much and vari-

ous service, judiciously determined -'o mount his detachment, adding
the sword* to the rifle and tomahawk. He well knew the force
of cavalry, having felt it at the Cowpens, though it was (hen feebly
exemplified ity the enemy. Forming his mind npnn experience,
the straight rond to truth, he wisely resolved lo add to the arms,
usual in Indian wars, the unusual on;^ above mentioned.

In a few d lys he reached the country of the Indians, who, as is

the pr;)ctice amon^ the uncivilized in ail ages, ran to arms to oppose
the invader, anxious to join is^ue in battle without delay Pickens,
with his accustomed dihgence, took care to inform himself accu-
ratelv of the (lc;-igris and strength of the enemy ; and as soon as

he had ascertained tliese important facts, advanced upon bim. The
Title was only used while reconnoitring the hostile position. As
soon as this was linished, be icmountHd his soldiers, ami ordered a
charsje : with fury his brav- warriors ru'rhed fir.v .rd, ami the asto-
nished Indians tied in dismay. Not onl^ the novelty ot ihf; mode,
which always has its influence, but the sense of his incapacity to

resist horse, operated upon the flyi'>g forester.

Pickens followed up his success, and killed forty Cherokees, took
a great nu^'iber of prisoners •;(' both sexes, and burnt thirteen towns.
He liist not a soldier, and had only two wounded The sachems of
the nation assembled in council ; asid thoroughly satisfied of their
inability to contend against an enemy who added the speed of the
horset ?o the skill and strength of man, they determined to implore
forgiveness for the past, and nevei again to provoke the wrath of
their triumphant foe. This resolulion being adopted, commission-
ers were accordingly appointed, with directions to wait upon ^eneral
Pickens, and to adjust with him the terms of pe.vcc. These were
readily listened to, and a treaty concluded, which not ordy termi-
nated the existing war, but proviried againiit it< renewal, bv a sti-

pulation on the part of the Cherokees, in which they em'affed not

* John Rogers Clarke, coIodpI iu the aervire of Virjcini.i r.^riinst odr neigh-
bours tlie bifliaiis in the rerolutiosiary war, wns amoii!; our best sulflier? and
better acquainted with the buiinii warfare than any otBoer in dui amy. Tliis
gentleman, after one of big caixpai^ns, met in Uirhniond several of our cavalry
officers, and devoted all his leisure in ajcertaiiiing ir'wn them the various uses
to which horse were applied, as well as the inatmer of such application. The
information be acquireii deterniined him lo introduce tlus soecies at' lorce against
the Indians, as that of all others th<» most eifectunl.

By himself, by Pickens, and lately by Wayne, was ihe a. curacy of Clarke's
opinion justified ; and no doubt remains, iiut in all arniir^s prep/nred to act
against the Indians, a very considerable prcporiion of it ou»lit to be li»ht ca-
valry.

t The Indians, wben fighting with ipfautry, are very daring. This temper
of mind resuUs frona his consciousness of his swpeiior fleetness

; wbich, tocejher
with his better knowledce of woods, assures to hint extrication out of difficulties
though despente. This temper of mind is extinguished, when he finds that he
is to save himself from the pursuit of horse, and wish its extinction fails that
habitual bsldnesi.
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only to remain deaf to the exhortations of the British emissariei;

but that they would apprehend all such evil doers, and deliver ihem

to the governor of South Carolina, to be dealt with as he might

direct.

The object of the expedition being thus happily accomplished,

general Firkens evacuated the Indian territory, and returned to

South Carolina, before the expir.ttion of the third week from his

departure, witliout lo«ing a ><ingle soldier.

Pickens's despatches, communicating the termination of the Cher-

okee ho.«tilities, were received by Greene just as he was about to

enter upon the execiition of hi* meditated enterprise. All the re-

quisite intelligence had been acquired, the chances calculated, the

decision taken, the plan concerted, and the period proper for exe-

cution* fast approaching.

Lieutenant colonel Craig, with his infantry, was posted at a plan-

tation not far from the eastern extremity of the Island. The chival-

ry were cantoned six or seven miles fi om the infantry, at different

farm-houses in its western quarter. At low water the inlet divid-

ing St. Johns from the main w;is passable by infantry at two points

only, both i'amiliar to the enemy That at the western extremity

of the Island was full of large rocks, and could be u.*ed only in the

day, it being necessary carefully to pick your route, which in the

deep water was from rock to rock. About midway between the

eastern and western extremities was the other, where no natural

difficulty occurred, and in the last of the ebb tide the depth of wa-

ter was not more than waist high. This was guarded by iwo gal-

leys, the one above and the other below it, and within four hun-

dred yards of each other, as near to the ford as the channel would

permit.

Lee's examination of their position, together with his observa-

tions of the manner in which the captains of the galleys poi formed

nio-ht duty, suggested the practicability of passing between the gal-

leys with infantry unperceived. As soon as general Greene became

satisfied that this difficulty could be surmounted, he determined to

hazard the attempt, if a proper place for the cavalry to swim across

could be ascertained. But the deep mars^hes which lined the shores

seemed at first likely to prevent the a|)proach of the horse. At
leno-th m;ijor Eggleston, commanding the legionary cavalry, discov-

ered a practicable route some distance below the galleys. He or-

dered one or two of his dragoons to swim to the opposite shore in

the night to select firm ground, and to erect small stake« as bea-

cons to guide the cavalry where fiist to strike the shore of the Isl-

and. Tiiis was duly executed, and reported accordingly to the

general.

* Only one or two nights in a mdnth suited, as it was nece!=sary tiiat the tide

of ebb should be nrarly expended about midnight, the proper hour of passing to

the island ; and it was desirable to possess the advantage of moonlight after

we entered the island. Besides, then the galley crews were most likely to be<

at rest ; and we had sufficient time before daylight to execiitc our various ar'

rangements.
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The dny was now fixed for miking the attempt, and preparatory
erders were is-^ued. Lieutenant colonel Lee, with the light corps
ac'iiig (Hidfr him, being insufficient m strength, a tietachment of
jii(;.iilry fora tlie army was marie ready and placed under liei:ttn;int

colonel Laurens, who was ordered to join Lee at a given poiut,

when on his march to the theatre of actiim.

The phmtation on which lieutenant colonel Craig had encampftd
was intersected by numy ditches, as was usual in (he cultivated

grounds of South Caiolina near the sea One of these stretched
ului.jr the front of the British camp, about one hundred yards dis-

tant from it, which afforded sufficient space for the mfantiy of Craig
to (iisiplay in line, and which the assail mis did not doubt the lieu-

tenant colonel would seize as soon as he should di.«cover their

advance.

To compensate in some measure for the advantaae which the
ground afforded to the enemy, the inf ntry of the attacking corps
was rendered superior by one tiOh to that to be assaulted.

Lieutenant ci'onel Ciaig. although to all appsarance prote^'ted

from annoyance by his in:rulated situation, did iiot neglect tb ne-

cessary precautions for his saftiy ; n<^r did he permit any rel»Xhiion

in discipline, or any dimiiiution of vi^il ince. J'be chance of »or-

prising him was not encourtjiiog ; but being very desira'de and
po:i<ible, il was determined that it siioubl be attempted. On the

road leading from the ford, protected by the g;d!eys, Craig bid

placed a picquet. .tbout a mile from the galleys : and two miies

further on was another, at the point wheie the roal last meutiooed

intersected another which ran longitudinally throui;.) the island.

On the left ot'this point of intersection Craig was encanped, three

or four miles from il towards Charleston ; and on the right of the

same point were the cavalry, a few miles d:st uit towards the west-

ern extremity of the island. Our plan w iS as follows : As soon

as the infantry should effect i'* p ts>nge to tfe islai I, an officer of

cavalry, who had been directed lor the purpose to accompany

lieutenant colonel Lee, was then to retucn to maj r Ki^gleston wish

orders for ilie cavalry to pa-^s over, and wan tor the infantry n ar

the road of m irch, which look a direction inclining to the landing;

place of the horse.

The lir.it picquet was to be apj»roached with the utmost secre-v,

and then to be forced with vitrour by the van, which was oiii^red

to spread itself for the purpose of preventing the e^cane of any in-

dividual ; and the cavalry had direiiions to lake measures to inrer-

eept every person who mi'^lit endeavour to pass in their directiui.

We flattered ourselves with possessing the picquet without much
resistance ; and knowing that Crais was too remote t<> hear the

firing, should any occur, we hoped by the interception of every

fugitive to stop communication with him.

The second picquet was to be avoided, which with proper care

was feasible ; when the infantry, supported by one troop of hor e,

was to advance upon Cr.ug, while Eggleston with the residue of

the dragoona would fall upon the enemy's cavalry. Succeeding in

4°r
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both prpliminar)' points, the rn.tin bofly could not escape the rae-

dit'.ili d sur[trise, which would give us an easy victory : liiiliri^ in

arrcr-iiiig every individual of" the post, or in evading the last pircpiet,

Craig would be a>lvi!>cd of our approach, and would be prepared

to receive us. In the latter event, we intended, by turning one ot'

his llanks, in case he threw him?elf into t; e ditch,—of which, from

our knovvledi^e of his- character, no doubt could exist,—to force

him to chause his front ; and we were so thorougldy satisfied with

the ciiaracter of our troops as to assume it as a fact, that no corps,

even of equal force, could execute the miinteuvre in their face

without being destroyed. In this opinion Greene concurred, and

on its accuracy was rested the issue of the enterprise. However
such a conclusion may wear the appearance of arrogance, it does

not merit the reproach. The veteran troops in the Southern army
had attained the highest state of discipline. Every soldier as well

as officer was conscious of his acquiiements, and had experienceil

their good elToct. They also knew that victory was not only the

sure reward of every man's doing his duty in battle, but they were
convinced that each man's personal safety was promoted by the

same course.

Thus persuaded, they were habitually actuated by the determi-

nitiun of confiding entirely in their leader, their discipline, and

their valour. Such troops will generally succeed, and, upon this

occasion, could scarcely fail : for the major pirt of Craig's infantry^

had ioug been in garrison at Wilmington, where they never had

seen au enemy in arms; and his cav.ilry were known to be veiy
inferior to the American horse, and were se()arated from the in-

fantry. To reckon, therefore, upon victory, did not manifest pre-

sumption ; but only shewed ihat Lee and Laureus duly appreciated

the advantages they possessed, and were willing to stake their re-

putation and lives on the correctness of the estimate they had formed
of them. *

* Tlie delicacy of the calculation on which this enterprise was founded, and

the confidence with wliich minute es'imaips of character, position, and of time

were rtdied upon, atitord happy illustrations ot tb.it branch of the art military,

which has little relation to tecbnicalities, and springs from tlie highest powers
of the mind. Bonaparte divides military genius into tiiat which is divine, am!
that which is terrettial (" MenMires, vcd. o, p. 76, Moniliolon."') " Achille

•itait filsd'inie, Hct^sse & (I'un mortel: c'est I'iinags du genie de la guerre; la partie

divine c'est tout re qui derive des consideriiiions morrtlesdu caiartore, du talent,

de I'inierct de votre adversaire; de Topiuion, d*- I'espritdti soldat, qui est fort

& vainqueur faible & battu, selon qu'il emit Petie ; la partie terresire c'est les

arries, Ks retvancbenients, les positions, lesordres de baiaille, tout ce qui lient

a la combinaisdti des chnses matcnelles.'''' He afterwards relates the following

anecdote ot Tunenne, and exclaims—" voild qui tient ^ lu partie divine de

Part.
'

In 16J!>Turrenne in reconnoitering the position of the arch duke Leopold, who
With the great Conric, was besieging Arras, passed so near the Spanish lines as

to have scverul of his attendants killed by dischaiges of grape shot. To his

friends \.Uo teniimstrated against tiiis exposure of bis person, and apprehending
a more serious attack upon him, he replierl—'' Ibis step would be imprudent it

is true, if it was taken in front of the quarter where (Jonde coniniandsv Bur
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The dny appointed for the execution of the enterprise now ar-

v'lveA (28th December). Lieuteii.uit colonel Laurens moved with
his detachment from the main body towards the Ashley nvtr, for

the ostensible piiipose of passing the river and taking post in the
neislii'oiirhood of Doichester. iLdtinu; near Bacon's bridge until

late in the evening, he countermarched, as if returning to camp,
when after nightfall he turned to his left, taking the route pie-
scribed for his junction »vith Lee. The latter otHcer moved in the
same evening from his position at M'Queen's plmtation, and about
nine P. M. reached the rendezvous, where he was met w th pre-
cision by Lnurens. The troops halted, and took the last meal for
twenty four hours ; after which they were called to arms and were
made acquainted with the destined object. They were told, that

the enterprise before them was replete with difficulties
; that the

most powerful of the many which attended it would be met at the
threshold ; that this was to be encountered by the iufaritry, and
could be overcome only by jirofound silence and strict obedii ncc
to orders. Success in the liist step would in all pro!)al)ility Ifiui lo

complete victory ; inasmuch a- the enemy was interior in number
divided in position and safe, in his own pr^'sumption, tVom his in-

sular situation. That the plan of operations had been approved by
the general ; and the troops now united had been honoured bv his

selection of them for the purpose of concluding the camp-iign in a
manner worthy of the zeal, courage and patience displaved by (he

army in all preceding scenes. They were assured that eveiy dilfi-

cnlty had been well weighed ; the best int(-lligence ivith the best

guides had been procured ; and that they could not be disa[)j)oicited

in reaping a rich harvest of glory, unless the commandants had de-

ceived themselves in their estimate of their intrepidity and disci-

pline. A burst of applause ensued from the ranks, evincing the

delight which all l^ll in knowing that victory was certain, unless

lost by their misbehaviour.

The disposition lor battle was now made. The infantry was ar-

rayed in two columns ; that of Lee forming the right, that of Lauren's
the left. The cavalry were also divided into two squadrons : one
third under .Armstrong was attached to the infantry ; wl.ile the
other two thirds, under Eggleston, were appropriated to strike at

the enemy's dragoons, with orders as soon as they were secured to

hasten to the support of the infantry.

Every necessary arrangement having been made, we resumed
our march ; and, after a few miles, the cavalry filed to our left to

gain its station on the river. Within an hour from this sepatation,

we got near to the marsh, which on this side lines the river in the
place where the infantry was to pass. Here the infantry ajiain

halted and deposited their knapsacks, and the officers, dismountin*''

it is important that I shoiilr! observe their position closely, and I am su^citntly
acquainted with the Spanish service lo know, that before the arch duke will be
informed of it, and can take the advice of Conde, I shall be safe in in y own
camp."' The next besieging army forced its eiitrenchmenls, deJealed it ^\ith

great slaughter, and savnd Arras..—Ed.
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left their horses. Dr. Skinner, of the legion infantry, who eofc^

sid red ti^ilitin^ hs no pait of his hiisitioss whs inilulsied in his re-

qnct^t of being inlrosted vNith the charge of the bagiiage. The de-

tachment -igain moved ; every man? in his phice ; iuul every officer

enjoined to take jipecial care to march in sij^ht of liis leading section,

lest in the darkness cf the night a separation might happen.

After some time our guides inlbrined us that we were near the

marsh. This intelligence was communicated from section to sec-

tion, and the columns were halted, as had been previously concert-

ed, tint every otlicer and soldier might puH off hoots and shoes to

jjrevent the s iashing which they produced when wading through

water, to be resumed wheu we reached the o[)posite shore. The
order was instantly and cheerfully executed by the troops. Enter-

ins; on the m irsh, we moved ver)- <lowly, every man exerting him-

self to prevent noise. The van, under Rudolph, reached the shore,

and proceeded, in conformity to orders, without halting into the

river. Lee coming up with the head of ihe column, accompanied

by lieutenant colonel Laurens, halted and diiected a staff officer to

return and see that the sections were all up. We now enjoyed

th" delight of hearing the sentinels fro'n each galley crying ''aWs

^(//c," when Rudolph with the van was passing between them
No circumstance could have been more exhilerating, as we de-

rived frotn it a conviction that the diiliculty most to be apprehended
would be surmounted, and evf.ry man became persuadtd from the

evidence of his own senses, that an enemy assailable only in this

way would be found off his guard and, therefore, that victory was
certain. At this moment the staff officer returne<l with information

that the rear column was missintc- Laurens immediately went back
to the high land with some of the guides and statf officers to endea-

vour to (ind it. The affliction produced by this communication is

i!ide-!cri!>ahle. At the very moment when every heart glowed with

anticipations of splendid glory, an incident was announced which
m-naced irremediable disappointment.

Hour after hour passed ; messengers occasionally coming in from
Lau'f ns, and no intelligence gained respecting the lost column. At
1 -iigh the tide, winch was beginning flood when the van passed, had
now risen so hi^h a" to compel the recal of Rudolph, even had not
the morning bei n too fir advanced to admit persr verance in the en-

terprise. A S'-rgeant was sent across the inlet with orders for the

ret trn uf the v in, and the column retired.

Rudolph found the water, whicn had not reached the waist as he
passed, up to the breast as he returned. Nevertheless every man
got back safe ; the tallest as-idling the lowest, and the galley senti-

nels continuing to cry " all's safe." We soon regained our baggage,
where large fires were kindled, and our wet troops dried them-
selves. Here we met general Greene, who had, in conformitv with
his pi, in. put his army in motion to draw near to the theatre of ac-

tion, lest a body of troops might be pushed across the Ashley to

intercept the •••ttirkii-u; corps in its retreat from the Island ; and with
a View of compelling the galleys to abandon their station, that Lee
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miaht retire on the next low tide where he had passed, it being the

nio.-i coiivenieni route. He received with regret the unexpected
intelligenre, rendered the more so, as he was well assured that the

eneray would learn (he intended enterprise, and, therefore, that it

could never be agjjin attempted.

As ^oon as the day broke, the last column—which had been com-
pletely bewildered, and was, if possible, more unhappy at the oc-

currence ttian its chagrined comrades—regained the road taken in

the night, and was now discerned by tho^e who had been searching

for it. Laurens returned with it to our baggage ground, most un-

happy of the unhappy.
On inquiry it was ascertained that the leading section, instead of

turnina into the maish, continued along the road, which led (o a

large plintition. Here the error was discovered, to which was
Hd 'ed another Instead of retracing his steps, the senior otR er,

frtiin his anxiety to rejoin without delay, took through the fi Ids

under the guidance of a n^^gro, it being the nearest route, and again
got lust, so very dafk was the night ; nor was he even able to reach
the road until directed by day light.

i hus WIS marred tbe execution of an enterprise surpassed by
none throughout our war in grandeur of design, and eqir.iiled by
few ill the beneficial elfe ts sure to result f'0<n its •jucces.Ht'ul termi-
nation Censure attached no where; for every precaution had
been adopted to guard auanist the very incident wliich did occur,
and, dark as the night w.is. the troops tiad nearly completed the
mo>it diffi-ult part of the march without the least interruption. The
officer of the leading section of Laurens's column was among the
most attentive and trust worthy in the army, and yet the blunder
was committed bv him which led to our di<appoi)t'nent. The
whole corps lamented the deranging occurrence, especially Lau-
rens, who reproached himself with having left his column, presum-.
ing the accident would not have happened h.id he continued in his

station. This presum[)tioo may be correct, as that officer was sin-

gul irl\ attentive to his duty ; and yet his absence being necessary,
it could not be better supplied tnan it was. The passage of the
river was the essential point, that on whirh the expedition f.iii.crj

and Laurens bein<r second in command, it was deemed prnden as
lieutenant colonel L^e wo'ild necessarily pass with tl.e from cohjuin
for the purpose of directing those measures intended to be applied
against the enemy's picqnet the moment our rear reached the Isl-

and—that lieutenant colonel Laurens should repair to the river,

and there continue to superintend the troops as they eiitered into

the water, lest the sections mighi crowd on each other and thus in-

crease the noise, a consequence to be dreaded and guardf^d against

;

or. by entering too high up or too low down the stream, miss the
ford and get int' deep water.

Laurens left his column by order to give his personal superin-
tendence to this delicate operation ; nnd, then fore, was entirely
exempted from any participation jn the production of the unlucky
accident which occurred.
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General Greene assuaged th< so row which the baffleii troop? po

keenly l-^lt hy thanking them as they atrived, for the exeuiphu

y

nianner in which they had conducted thern^elve-!, and for the ardent

zeal they had (hspliycd in the aboitive attempt to execute the en-

terprise committed to tlieir skill and courage. He lamented the

disappointment which had occurred, but declared it to he owing lo

one of thoj^e incidents which so often take place in war, and against

which upon this occasion every precaution had been .idopted which

prudence could suj^gest. He attrihut^^d the accident to the dark-

ness of the night, and, by commending all, forliad the censuie of

any. Not satisfied with this oral declaration to the troops, (he gen-

eral, on his return to camp, addressed a h'lter to each of the lieu-

tenant colonels, repeating his thanks to them and to their respective

corps.

How often do we find military operation* frustrated by the unac-

countable interposition of accident, when every exertion in the

power of the commander has been made to prevent the very inter-

ruption which happens ? No doubt these incidents generally spring

from neo^ligence or misconduct ; and, therefore, might 'le coiiMde-

rably diminished, if not entirely arrested, by unceasing attention.

When the van turned into the marsh, Lee, a.< has been mentioned,

halted to give a minute or two for takma: off boots and shoes, and

did not move until lieutenant colonel Laurens, who had been sent for,

Came up and informed him that ever} section was in plaf e. From this

time Laurens cnniinucd Vvilh Lee, and in the very short space which

occurred before the leading section of Laurens leach'^d the point

of turning into the marsh did the mistake occur which put an end

to our mucl) desired enterprise. Lieutenant colonel I^ee believing

the intervention of mistake impracticable, as tlie sections wore all

up and as the march through the m;sr?h wouid he slower than it

had been before, did not direct one of his stafl" as he had done here-

tofore to halt at the point where t!ie change in the course of the

route occurred This omission cannot be excused. Tin; precau-

tion although now neglected in consequence of the oflioial commii.

nication (hen received that the sections were all in place, and the

short distance to the marsh, ought still to have been observed ;

—

the experience of this night proves that however satisfactorily the

march may have been conducted, and however precisely in place

the troops may be, yet that no preventive of mistake should be

neglected Had the practice been followed at the la^t change of

course, which had uniformly taken place during the previous march,

the fatal error would not have been committed, nor this concluding

triumph to our arms in the South been lost.

The state of Georgia might probably have been recovered by

the effects of this severe blow ; as the northern reinforcement

goon after joined us, and general Leslie would have found it neces-

sary f^i" the security of Charleston to replace the troops lost on St.

John's Island, which could not be so conveniently done as by draw-

ing to him the garrison of Savannah. Hitherto Greene had strug-

<rled to recover the country, far from the ocean : now he conteoci-
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diluted its delivery even where Uritish troops were protected

by British ships, but vv;is baffled by this night's accident. The spi-

rit of disnrtection.* which had always existed among tiie inhabitants

of Charleston, had boen vigilantly watched by the Eritish com-
mander, a? he was no stranger to its prevalence. When lord Ravv-

don evacuated Camden, this spirit became so formabie in conse-

quence of the success of tlie American arms in the South, as to in-

duce iiis lordship to continue with his army at Monk's Corner until

the arrival of three regiments from Ireland enabled him to leave

behind an adequate force for the security of that city during his re^

sumption of otfensive operations. Subsequent events promoted
this disposition, and the capture of the army under earl €ornwallrs
gave it full energy. Nor can it be doubted that, had Greene suc-

ceeded iu destroying the corps under lieutenant colonel Craig, this

spirit would have b«^en turned to his co-operation, in case general
Leslie had been so imprudent as to rely upon his reduced garrison

for the defence of Charleston after the junction of our reinforce-

ment from the North. We may, therefore, safely pronounce that

general Greene ilid not err in his calculations of restoring Georgia
to the Union in the event of his success against Craig, and we sin-

cerely lament that his bold design should have been frustrated by
the derangement which occurred.

The army resim»ed its position at Pompon, and the light corps
returned to its camp at M'Queen's. In a very few days our in-

tended enterprise became suspected by the enemy, and excited

merited attention. The British jieneral made a change in his posi-

tion ; and reducing his foice in St John's island, drew it near the
eastern point.

Greene, baffled unfortunately in his well-digested plan, began to

take other measures lor the purpose of effecting his favourite object.

He ujcditated a movement into the isthmus, on which stands Charles-
ton, connected with an afteinpt to float a detachment down the Ash-
ley inlhe night to enter the town in that quarter at the hour fixed

for an assault upon the enemy's lines.

As the scheme presented great and numerous difficulties, it was
not to be executed unless a more attentive examination should jus-

tify the attempt. A British galley, for some purpose not known to

us, was stationed high up the Ashley, and obstructed the desired
inspection of that part of the rivers. Greene expressed his wish
that it should be destroyed, if to be done without too great a ?acrr-

fice. Captain Rudolph, of the legioa infantry, was advised by his

* Lord Rawdoii to Earl Connvallis, Maj 24tb, 1781.—" Lieutenant coJoiiel

Balfour was so good as to meet ine at Nelson's. He took this measure that be
anight represent his ciicumstances to me. He stated that the revolt was uinver-
sal, and that, from the little reason to apprehend this serious invasion, the ohl
works in Charleston had been in part levelled, to make way fur new onea whicii
were not yet constructed ; that itsgarrisou was inadequate to oppose any force

•f consfqueiice ; and that the defection of the town's people showed itsiflf in a.

thousand instances. I agreed with him in the conclusion to be drawn from thence',

'.hat any misfaituoe happening ta my corps oiight entail the loss of tiie provincer'"
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commandant of the general's wish, and requested to discover the

state of discipline on board ihe galley, and to devi?e a plan for its

seiziire. This officer gave his immediate attention to the proj..it.

While Rudolph was pursuing his ohject, -lieutenant colonel Lee he-

came informed of the enemy's de-ign to beat up his quartets at

M'Queen's. As soon as this information was received he drew in

all his parties, including Rudolph, and fell back in the night three

miles nearer to the army, where hf established himself in a posi-

tion so well secured by rice ditches as to place the corps safe from

nocturnal attack. Thf^ hostile detachment moved from Charleston

about noon, drawing near to Ashley river before sun«et. E:i:!\ in

the night it resumed its march, but did not reach M'Q,iieen's, ijaving

lost its way in consequence of the darkness of the night. Lee re-

turned early in the morning to his relinq'iished position, presuming

that he should find his disappointed adversary retreating ha-tily
;

and hcipuig that he should be able to derive some advantage from

the perplexity to which he would be soon driven by fresh and vi-

wrro'is troops. Firiding that the enemy hnd not advanced as far as

M'Q,ueen's, he proceeded towards Bacon's bridge, where hailing,

he leaint their misdirection, and returned to his former position.

Tt'.e country between Dorchester and the quarter-iiouse had

been occasionally visited by our light parties, which infringed upoa

the domain claimed by .he once army of South Carolina, now v.iT-

rison of Charleston. A well concerted entprprise was prnjpcted

by the commanlant to repress the liberties tak.jn by our !i<iht par-

ties. Infiniry was detached in the night to occup\ >;prfcified points,

and cavalry followed in the morning, some foico operation with the

infantry, and others /or the seduction of our light parties It so

happened that captain Armstrong, of the legion cavalry, had been

seiii to Dorchpster by general Greene the night before, for the

purpose of conferring with a spy from Charleston. On Ihe apj)roach

of morning Armstrong advanced to Dorchester ; and meeting the

party of dragoons sent forward for the purpose of decoying any of

the American detachments traversing this quarter, he rushed upon

it. In obedience to order the enemy, though superior in number,

fled. Armstrong w.is one of the most gallant of the brave, too apt

to bury in the confidence he reposed in his sword, those considera-

tions which prudence suggested. Eager to close with his flying

foe, he pursued vehemently, and fell into the snare spread for his

destruction. The moment he discovered his condition he turned

upon his enemy and drove at him in full gallop. The bold effort

succeeded so far as to open a partial avenue of retreat, which was

seized by his subaltern and some of the dragoons. They got off";

but Armstrong and four privates were taken, the first and only horse

officer of the legion captured during the war.

Previous to this the northern reinforcement under major general

St. Clair having arrivtd, brigadier Wayne was ordered to Georgia;

having under him lieutenant colonel White, who had lately joined

the army with the remains of Moylan's regiment of dragoons.

Wayne proceeded without delay, and in a few days crossed the
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Savannah river at the Two Sisters' ferry. A small corp? of Geor-
gia niililia, encamped in the vicinity of Augusta, vvas (lirected to fill

down (o Elienezer, the station selected by the brigadier for the ren-
dezvous of his troops. Here he was shortly reinforced by lieuten-

ant colonel Pu~ey,* ofthe V^irg.nia line, at the head of three hundred
continentals tro.u the army of general Greene.
Th iuimedi ite object of this motion into Georgia was to protect

the country from the incursions of the garrison of Savannah With
that design was connected the exj)eclation thai the insuthiiencv of
the British force in that town to man its extensive work> would
probably present an opportunity of carrying the post by a nocturnal
assault. VVayne vvas accordingly ordered, while engaged in exe-
cuting the first, to give due attention to the accomplishment of the.
last object.

As soon as the advance of the American detachment was known
in Savannah, brigadier general Clarke, wlio comirinded the royal
forces in Georgia, directed his officers charged with his outposts lo

lay waste the country witii lire, and to retire with their troopr^ and
all the provisions they could collect into Savannah, This order
was rigidly executed, and the district circuuijacent to the capital

was devastated. In consequence wiiereot VVayne found it neces-
sary to draw his subsi.-tence from Soutli Carolina, which added
to the difficulties daily experienced in providing for the main army.
The country heretofore the seat of wai in South Carolina, was

literally without food ; and its distressed inhabitants, with the utmost
difficulty, procured enough for bare support. That into which
Greene had advanced was relatively well supplied ; but still it might
be justly con-idered a gleaned country. It had furnished the Bri-

tish post at Orangeburg during the summer : it had also supplifd

the army of lord Rawdon when advancing upon Ninety-Six, and
when retiring thence, and had always contributed considerauly to

the maintenance of the troops and inhabitants in Charleston.

The crop, originally small in consequence of the habitual neglect

of agriculture in a state of war, had beon much exhausted by the

previous drains from it before the arrival of Greene, and vvas, after

that event, the sole resource of our army in South Carolina, and
the principal one of that sent to Georgia under Wayne. This real

scarcity was increased by the waste which always accompanies com-
pulsory C'Jlection of subsistence ; a practice yet necessarily con-
tinued, as the civil authority had been but lately restored.

The battle of the Eutaws evidently broke the force and humbled
the spirit of the royal army ; n<^>ver after that d;;y did thf* enemy
exhibit any symptom of that bold and hardy cast which had hitherto

distinguished thetn.

Governor Rutledge being persuaded that the happy period had

* The same officer wlio so gallantly seconded brigadier VVayne in his assault
of Stony Point.

Po^ey commaiided the column with which the brigadier marched in person,
and was by his side when Wayne received the ball which foitunafeiy only graa-
•d the crown of his head ; but which laid bim prostrate for a few moments.

.^0
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at length arrived for the restoration of the government, issued a

proclamation in a few weeks after the battle of the Eutavvs, con-

veniiia; the goniral as-seinbly at Jacksonborongh, a small village upon

the Eiiisto river, about thirty-five miles from Charleston. Invested

with dictatorial poweis, the governor not only issued writs for the

intervening elections, but al<-o prescribed the qualifications of the

electors.

The right of suffiagc was restricted to those inhabitants who had

uniformly resisted the invader, and to such who, having accepted

British protections, had afterwards uruted with their countrymen

in opposition to the royal authority before the 27lh day of Septem-

ber; in the early part of which month the battle of the Eulaws

had i»een fought. The exchange of prisoners which had previous-

ly taken place, lilieraied many respectable and influential charac-

ters too long lost to the state.

These cit zens had now returned, and were ready to assist with

their counsel m repairing the desolation of war. This period pre-

sents an interesting epoch in the annals of the South. From all

quarters were flocking home our unfortunate maltreated prisoners.

The old and th:^ young, the rich and the poor, hastened to their

native soil ; burying their particular griefs in the joy universally felt

in consequence of the liberation of their country.

They found their houses burnt, their plantations laid waste, their

herds and flocks destroyed, and the rich rewards of a life of indus-

try and economy dissipated. Without money, without credit, with

debiiirated constitutions, with scars and aches, this brave and patri-

otic gioupe gloried in the adversity they had experienced, because

the price of tneir personal liberty and of national independence.

They had lost their wenltn, they had lost their health, and had lost

the props of their declining years in the field of battle ; but they

had established the independence of their country ; they had se-

cured to themselves and posterity the birth-right of Americans.

They forgot past agony in the delight of present enjoyment, and in

the prospect of happiness to ages yet unborn. From this class of

citizens the senators were chiefly selected. On the appointed day

the assembly convened at Jacksonborough, when governor Rut-

ledge, in an interesting and eloquent speech, opened the session.

The incipient proceedings of the assembly present authentic infor-

mation of the havoc of the war and of the distress of the country,

and convey the pleasing testimony of the mild and amiable dis[)osi-

tion which swayed even in this day of wrath and irritation the le-

gislature of South C.trolina.

The length o-f the governor's speech forbids its entire insertion ;

extracts of it are given, with the answer of tiie senate, which will

sufficiently exemplify the justice of these observations, as do the

consequences of the amiable policy pursued by the legislature de-

monstrate that beneficence in the sovereign is the readiest cure

which can be applied to heal the wounds of discord and of war.
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'* Honourable gentlemen of the Senate, Mr. Speaker,

and gentlemen of the House of Representatives :

" aiiice the last meeting of a general assembly, the good people

of tliis state have not oaly felt the comaion calamities of war, but

from the wanton an«l savage manner in which it has been executed,

they have experienced such severities as are unpractised, and will

scarcely be creilited by civilized nations.

" The enemy, unable to make any impression on the northern

states, the number of whose inhabitants, and the strens^th of whose

country, had bafHed their repeated efforts, turned their views to

the southern, which, a difference of circumstances alfo'ded some

expectation of conquering, or at least of distressing. After a long

resistance, the reduction of Charleston was effected by the vast

superiority of force with which it had been besieged. The lo^s of

that garrison, as it consisted of the continental troops of Virginia

and the Carolinas, and of a number of militia, facilitated the ene-

my's march into the country, and the establisbment of sirnig posts

in the upper and interior parts of it : and the unfavourable issue of

the action near Camden induced them vamly to imagine, that no

other army could be collected which they might no! easily defeat.

The militia commanded by the brigadiers Marion and Sumter, whose

enterprising spirit and unremitted perseverance under many diffi-

culties are deserving of great applause, harassed and often defeated

large parties ; but the numbers of those militia were too few to

contend effectually with the collected strength of the enemy. Re-

gardless therefore of the sacred ties of honour, destitute of the

feelings of humanity, and determined to cxtiniruisfi, if possible,

every spark of freedom in this country, they, with the in-olent

pride of conquerors, gave unbounded scope to the exercise of their

tyrannical disposition, infringed their public engagement-, and vio-

lated the most solemn capitulations. Many of our worthiest citi-

zens were, without cau*e, long and closely confined, some on boird

of prison ships, and others in the town and castle of St. Augustme.

" But I can now congratulate you, and I do so most cordi .lly, on

the pleasing change of affairs, which, under the blessing of God,

the wisdom, prudence, address and bravery of the great and gallant

general Greene, and the intrepidity of the oflicers ami men under

his command, has been happily effected. A general who is ju-lly

entitled, from his many signal services, to honotirable and singular

marks of your apj)iol)ation and gratitude. His successes have been

more rapid and complete than the most sanguine could have expect-

ed. The enemy compelled to surrender or evacuate every |>03t

which they held in the country, frequently defeated and driven from

place to place, are obliged to seek refuge under the walls ol Charle?;-

ton, or in the Islands in its vicinity. We have now the full and ab-

solute possession of every other part of the state ;
and the legisla-

tive, executive and judicial powers, are in the free exerci-e ol' their

resj)ective authoiitics The interest and honour, the safety and

happiness of our country, depend so much on the result of your

deliberations, that 1 flatter myself you will proceed in the weighty

business before you, with firmness and temper, with vigour, uuani

mity, and despatch. JOHN HUTLEDGE,"
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"The address of the honourable thii Senate in answer to the

governor's speech.

Mat/ it please your excellency :

" We t)ei; leave to return )iour excellency the thanks of this house

for yo\i\ speech.
'' Any wonl> which ue might adopt would convey but ;i very faint

idea of ttie Sriti^faction we leel on the pertect re'Stablishmenl of

the lej^i.slative. executive and judicial poiver? in this stale.

"it is with pitrticular pleasure that we take llie earliest oppor-

tunity to pre-ent to your excellency our unfeigned thanks for your

unwearied zpal and aitcntion to the real interest of tins country,

and to testify our entire aiiprobation of the good conduct of the ex-

ecutive since the la-t meeting of the general assembly.

" We see and levere the <;oodnes« of Divine Piovidence in frus-

trating and disappointing the attempts of our enemies to conquer the

southern stales ; and we trust thai, by the blessing of the s.une Pro-

vidence on the valour and intrepidity of the free citizens of ' me-

rica, their attacks and enterprises will continue to be repelled and

defeated.
" We reflect with pleasure on the steady resolution with which

Charleston was defended by a small body of brave men against such

a vast superiority ot force ; and we gratefully acknowledge the me-

ritorious conduct and important services of the otfi^ers and privates

of the militia, who stood forth in tlie hour of danger; whose cool-

ne>s, perseverance and ardour, under a complication of ditliculties,

most justly entitle them t© the applause of their country.

" We flatter ourselves that the blood which the enemy spilled,

the wanton devastation which has marked their progress, and the

tyrannical system that they have invarialily pursued, and which your

excellency hath so justly and pathelically descnbetl to us, will rouse

the good people of this state, and will animate them into a spirit to

protect their country, to save their rights and liberties, and to main-

tain at all hazards their independency.

"It is with inexpressible pleasure that we receive your excel-

lency's congritulalions upon the great and glorious measures of the

campaign, on the happy change of affairs and the pleasing prospect

before us ; and we assure your excellency tliat we concur most sin-

cerely with you in acknowledging and apphiuding the meritorious

zeal, and the very important servn es which have been rendered to

this state by the great and gallant general Greene, and the brave

and iiitrejiid officers and men under his command, and to whom we

shall be haj^py to give the most grateful and singular testimonies of

our approb.iiion and ap{)lause.

" We are ti uly sensible of the immense advantage which the

United States derive from the magnanimous prince, their ally. We
have the mo>t peifect conlidence on his royal word, and on the

sincerity of his friendship ; and we think ourselves much indet'ted

to thai illustrious monarch for the great and effectual assistance

which he hath been pleased to give the confederated states, and by
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whose mean he, have been enabled to humble the pride of Bri-
taiu, >ntl Lo jtab.ish lueir iode^eiidenc) upon ihe most permanent
basis.

" The importance of the several matters which your excellency
hath lecoiuiijeuded lo our consideratton is so evident that we shall
proceed lo udlioeiaie upon tnem with ail possible despatcli

; and
we il.ilter ourselves inat our business will be carried on with tem-
per, hrmness, and unanimity.

J. L. GERVAIS, President."

During this session a law was passed, prescribinj? a mode of pro-
viding ior uje subsistence of the aruj_y by ihe civil authority. No
rejuiauoii was more requisite ; as the military proces,-< was grating
to our Icliovv ciiizcus. vvastetul of the iccources of the couniry,
inconvenient to the army, and repugnant to the feelings ofsoidiers,
who tjelieved tlieiuselver> to be in lieait as in name the delutiders of
hocriy. tie-sort to compuision had ueeu I'oiced upon the general
by necessity, though in every way olijeclionable

; and which ought
never to oe tolerated lor a moment wuen avoidable. In pursu.mce
of power invested by tins law, tue governor appointed Wiiiiam
Hioi a^ent ior ihe slate. Tins genlieinan executed the duties of
his station with inieliigence, zeal, and diligence ; and very much
contributed to our support, wniiout otience to the husbandmen,
and with very little aid Irom tne army.

But such was the real scarcity of the primary articles of subsis-
tence, that with all the exertions (and luey were gnalj of the agent
want continued to haunt the camp, which compelled genei ;.l Greene
to contribute, upon some occasions, his assistance to the authority
of the laws.

Brigadier Marion, although a colonel in the line of South Caro-
lina, had been chosen a memuer of the legislature

; and before he
sat out for Jacksonboiough, had selected a siaiion for his militia
near the Santee river, remote from Charleston. His absence
from his command, notwithstanding the distance of the selected
position, inspired the enemy with a hope that a corps which had
heretofore been invulnerable might now be struck. A detr.chment
of cavalry was accordingly prepared for the meditated enterprise,
and placed under the orders of lieutenant cidonel Thompson. This
ofiicer having parsed the Cooper nver near Charleston, late in the
evening, proceeded towards the Santee. Ooservaig the o-reatest
secrecy, and pushing his march with diligence, he fell upon the
militia camp before the dawn of day, and completely routed the
corps. Some were killed, some wounded, and the rest dispersed
with little or no loss on the part ot the British. Major Benson'
an active officer, was among the killed.

'

Thompson hastened back to Charleston with his detachment •

and Marion, returning from Jacksonborough, reassembled his mi-
litia.

Captain Rudolph, who ! a 1 een charge.! with the destruction of
the British ga.ley in the Ashiej river, althaiigh often interiupted by
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olher duties, had never intermitlrd his attptition to that objeef.

Early lu March, sometime alter the fiispersion of the militia near

the Santec, the captain presented his plan to lieutenant colonel

Lee, who conimutuciled it lu the j^eneral, it was founded on the

facility he had discovered with which boal^ going to market with

provihionrt passed the galley-

Rudolph proposed to place in one of these boats an adequate

force, ilisguismg himself in a countryman's dress, and disguismg

three or lour ot his soldiers in the garb and colour of negroes. The
boat »vtis to be stored wit'i the usual articles for Charleston market,

under the cover of which he concealed his armed men, while him-

self and his four negroes should conduct the boat. His plan was

approved ; ;ind lieutenant Smith, of the Virginia line, who had

been very instrumental in acfjuiring the intelligence on which the

project was grounded, was united to the captain in its execution.

Every thing being prei)aied with profound secrecy, Rudolph and

Smith embarked with their parties at a concealed lauding place, high

up the Ashley, on the night of the 13th of March, Between three

and four m the morning, Rudolph got near to the galley, wnen the

sentinel haded the boat. He was answered in the negro dialect that

it was a ujarket boat going to Charleston, and asked permission to

proceed. In reply, the boat was ordered to hale along side, as the

captain of the g;dley wished to purchase some provisions. Rudolph

obeyed ; and as soon as he got along side threw some of his poultry

on deck, his disguised negroes at the same time taking fast hold of

the galley.

On a b.gnal from Rudolph, Smith and his soldiers rose and board-

ed the galley. The sentinel and a few others were killed : some

escaped in the darkness of the night by throwing themselves into

the river ; and the captain with twenty eight sailors were captured.

The 'j-alley mounted twelve guns besides swivels, and was manned

with forty-three seamen. Rudolph did not lose a man ; and after

takin"- out such stores as he Ibund on boaril the gilley he burnt her,

and returned to his place of embarkation.

Thus the tone of enterprise continued high and vigorous od

our side, while low and languishing with the enemy. The novelty

of this successful ultempt attracted notice in Charleston : and such

was the state of despondency which prevailed in its garrison, as to

<rive currency to opinions calculated still further to depress the

humbled spirit of the Critish soldier. When it was found that even

their lloating castles, the pride and bulivark of Englishmen, were

snccessftilly assailed by landsmen, the cjuartcr of the toxvn, which

was accessible by water, necessarily became an object of jealousy.

Every alarm in the night excited dire apiirchensions : sometimes

Greene vvas moving to force their lines, at olher times he was

floating down the Ashley ; and in one way or other he was ever

present to their disturbed imaginations.

But such fears were illusory. After a critical examination of

the enemy's situation, no point was found vulnerable ; and the gen-

eral "'as ol)ligeil to relinquish any attempt on Charleston. He n^-
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verthele«s imiulged a hope that Wayne might discover an opening

to strike the post of Savannah, where the garrison amounted scarcely

to one tfjousand men, too small for the extensive works before that

town ; and he hehl ready therefore a chosen corps to reinforce

Wayne whenever requisite.

At tliis juncture treason had found its way into onrcamp. The Id

activity which had succeeded the series of bold and vigorous ser-

vice was a fit season for recollection of grievances Ion;'; endured,

and which, being severely ielt, began to rankle in every breast.

Hunger sometimes pinched, at other times cold oppressed, and al-

ways want of pay rea;inded us as well of the injustice of our goverri-

raeiit as of our pressing demands upon it. I'he Pennsy'viinia line

had joined the army ; the soldiers of which being chielly foreign-

ers, were not so dis^posed to forget and to fbigive as our native

troops. Even heretofore tliis line had pushed their insubordination

so far as to abandon in a body the commander in chief, to drive off

their otficers, to commit the eagles to base bands, and to march un-

der the orders of leaders elected by themselves.

They justified this daring mutiny by referring to their contract

of enlistment, which they alleged had been violated ; and it must

be admitted that this allegation was too well foiuided. Soldiers

who had enlisted for three years iiad been detained after the period

of \Uy- • service expired, under the pretext that they had enlisted

for the war As soon as this injustice was redressed, and some

pecuniary accommodation rendered, all not entitled to their dis-

charge returned 'o their duty.

The violation of contract is always morally wrong ; and however

it n.ay sometimes yield present good, it is generally overbalanced

by sr.bsenuent injury. The government which is under the neces-

sity of resorting to armed men, enlisted for a term of service, to

protect its rights, ought to take care that the contiact of enlistment

is fair as well as legal, and that it be justly executed ; or they afford

a pretext for incalculable ills, which, though often avoided from

the force of circumstances, «re sometimes productive of irreparable

misfortunes to the nation. Every eflort was made at the time by

the enemy to turn this menacing occurrence into the deepest in-

jury ; but the fidelity of the revolting troops remained invulnera-

ble ; the best possible apology for their previous c( ndnct.

The present mutiny was marked by a very different character.

It was grounded on the breach of allegiance, and reared in all the

foulness of perfidy. Greene himself was to he seized and delivered

to the enemy. How could treason ascend higher ?

A seijeant in the Pennsylvania line took the lead in this daring

conspiracy ; a soldier heretofore much er-teeme*', and possessing

talents adapted to the enterprise. No doubt exists but that he and

his associates held continual correspondence with the enemy, and.

that a plan had been concerted for the protection of the mutineers by

the co-operating movements of the British force.

The vigilance and penetration of Greene could neither be eluded

nor overreached. He well knew that the soldiers were. discoiT-
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tented ; nor was he insensible to the cause of their complaints.

Bill ho corifitied in the rectiliKJe of coiifrre-s. and in the well tried

liileli'y of thai portion of the army which had so often fought hy his

side. He nevertlieless dreaded the effects of the wiles of the art-

ful and wicked, wlien applied to the inflammable mass around him.

To the enemy's camp ami to that description of his troops most

likely to forj^et 3elf-re.s()ect and patrioti^m, he directed his close and

vigorous attention. From both he drew information which con-

vinced him that his apprehensions were not groundless. Redoub-

ling his exertions, as well to discover tl>e plan and progress of the

conspirators as to thwart their designs, h'- learnt that the Serjeant,

supposed to be the leader, had, by indu ging unwarily the free de-

claration of his sentiments, subjected himself to martial law, and

alarmed all the fiithfiil soldiers, who, though prone to unite in the

declarations of the wrongs they had suffered, and of their determin-

ation to obtain redress, had never entertained a thought of execut-

ing their views by the prostitution of military subordination, much
less bv the perpetration of the blackest treason, of the basest ingra-

titude. Greene, acting with his usual decision, ordered the arrest

and trial of the seij'^ant. This order was immediately executed
;

and the prisoner being by the court martial condemned to die, the

sentence of the court was forthwith carried in effect. (23d April.)

Some others, believed to be associates with the serjeant, (among

whom were Peters and Owens) domestics in the general's family,

were also tried ; but the testimony was not deemed conclusive by

the court. Twelve others deserted in the course of the night, and

got safe to Charleston.

Thus the decisive conduct of the general crushed instantly this

daring conspiracy ; ar.d the result proved, as often happens, that

althou"'h the temper of complaint and of discontent pervaded the

army, but few of the soldiers were in reality guilty of the criminal

intentions which were believed at first to have spread far through

the ranks.

While the arrests and trials were proceeding in our camp, and

while general Greene continued to watch the movements of the

enemy, they disclosed a spirit of adventure, which had been for

some months dormant. Large bodies of horse and foot were put

in motion ; some of which, in the course of the night, approached

us with unusual confidence. This boldness tended to confirm the

suspicions before entertained that the enemy was not only apprised of

thi! intentions of our mutineers, hut had prepared to second their

desi"-ns. General Greene, feeling his critical situation, contented

himself for the present with detaching select parties to hover around

the enemy for the purpose of observing his motions, with the de-

termination to strike his adversary as soon as he should find his

army restored to its pristine discipline and character. On the

morning after the execution of the traitor, capt-iin O'Neal of

^^'''- the legion cavalry fell in with a body of the enemy's horse

under major Frazer.
, ,. .. ,

O'Neal being very inferior m strength to his antagonist, retired..
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and was vigorously pursued by Frazer. During his flight he pef-

ceived a second body of the enemy in possession of his line of re-

treat. He was now compelled to change his course ; and with the

utmost difficulty escaped himself, after losing ten of his dragoons.

Friizer had advanced as high as Stan's bridge, the place assigned

for the reception of that portion of the conspirators who had under-

tfiken to betray the person of their general. On his return he was
aiel by O'Neal, not far from Dorchester. This was the sole advan-

tage resulting to the enemy in a conjuncture from which he expected
to derive signal benefit.

CHAPTER XXXVH.

TiHE unexpected events which had occurred m the preceding
campaign, when known in England, attracted universal attention,

and produced a determination to put a period to the war in America.
In accordance with this resolution instructions were forwarded to

the commander in chief of the royal forces, who conformed his sub-

sequent measures to the change in the system of administration
;

further waste of life being in his opinion unnecessary. His lieute-

nant in South Carolina, major general Leslie, proposed to general

Greene a cessation of hostilities. This propcisition was rejected by

the American general, as his powers did not reach the subject. He
consequently communicated the same to congress, who alone could

give the recpiisite authority.

General Leslie finding his pacific overture unavailing, was com«
palled to pursue measures to obtain supplies for his troop;*, aU
(hough sure to produce the sacrifice of individuals in both armies

;

a sacrifice which he anxiosisly desired to avoid For this purpose

incursions into our territory were occasionally attempted ; some-

times tvith success, but generally the British detachments were

forced to regain their lines without the accomplishment of their

riews.

This little warfare, always irksome, unless the prelude to grand

operations, was peculiarly so to troops inured to the most interest-

ing scenes of war, and conscious that those scenes could never be

reriewed. Men of the sword only can appreciate this condition of

war, the most revolting to every real soldier. Inquietude and ill

humour could not fail to prevail, especially in the American camp
;

where want of clothes, w.uit of food, and empty purses, were super-

added. Amid these a new cause of uneasiness was excited. Lieu-

tenant colonel Laurens, who became a prisoner on the fall of

Charleston, had been exchanged by congress out of course, which

was much disrelished by our oflicers in the hands of the enemy ; as

they considered every departure from the usage of war not only

unjust in principle, but cruel to themselves in application. This

asage secures to every prisoner his exchange in turn ; and un-
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donbte'lly, as a genoral rule, is nnexceplionablo. Deviations from

it ought rarely to be admilt«^d. and then only fiom a strong raiise.

In support of the present devialion, it was contended that the war

raaipd in South C-irolina. Laurens's native country ; iliat his acknow-

ledged talents would therefore be singularly useful in that theatre
;

and moreover, that he was aid-decain|) lo the commander in chief,

and consequently was an exception to tlie general rule. No doulit

these reasons are forcible, and will always have weight with the so-

vereign 'J'hey did not however tranquillize the feelings which the

occurrence had excited. Lieutenant colonel Laurens, after joining

the southern ;^rray, continued in the family of general Gieene, wait-

ing for some change of circumstances which miglil erable the gene-

ra! to fix him perminently in the line of service. This Greene

was very desirous of effecting; not only because the resolution of

congress aulhorizijig his exchange called indirectly for it, but the

commnnder in chief required it fn.m his own conviction of (he worth

and capa'fity of this excellent officer.

Notwithstanding these high authorities, notwithstanding his own
inclination and Laurens's reputation, stubborn ditliculties interposed,

not to be readily vanquished. Officers of the highest merit, who
had served under himselffrom his accession to the command of the

southern army, to whom he owed, and to wliom he felt, every obli-

gation which a general can owe or feel, must be supplanted or over-

looked to make way for the desired appointment.

Lieutenant colonel Lee had become incapable from ill health of

continuing in command of the light troops, and had obtained leave

of .tbsence. This contingency produced a vacancy which the general

had the clear right of supplying at his will. The occurrence of-

fered some relief to the embarrassment into which the resolution

of congress and the wishes of the commander in chief had involved

general Greene ; but as the vacant station was the most desirable

wilhi'i his gift, berause the most honourable, the preferment of an

officer who had not shared in the arduous struggle just closed, to

the many who had, in every vicissitude of his eventful campaign,

covered thera-ielves with glory, did no* comport with justice, and

could not escape animadversion. To smootli the ditliculties which

intervened, the general had associated Laurens with lieutenant co-

lonel Lee in the expedition against St. John's i^land, hoping that

the brilliancy of success, would cover the substitution ol the second

for the first, as soon as that otlicer should retire. But unfortunately

the attempt failed, and the general lost (he aid which he expected

to derive from the magic power of victory. In this perplexing

situation some of general Greene's confidential advisers did not

hesitate to urge nim to recede from his purpose, upon the ground
of the superior pretensions of officers, whose services imposed
npon him primary attention. Nor would this counsel have been
una\ ailing, had not the general been per-uaded that his omission

to employ lieutenant colonel Laurens would be considered as dis-

respectful to tfie commander in chief. One of Greene's aid de-

camps had been for some lime at headquarters ; and tVom this gea-
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tleman wns deiived the information which led to the above conclu-
sion. He h;ul heard in^in-ations in the tarnily of Washington which
lisped these sentim'^nts. It was more than once suggested that the
general of the South had been less communicative than was ex-
pected ; and even allusion!! to the conduct and fate of Gates were
occasionally made, which clearly imported the possibility, if not
probability, that the conqueror in the South, like the conqueror
in the North, might become the rival of the commander in chief,

in justice to general Washington it wa* acknowledged that senti-

ments of this sort never fell from his lips, or in his presence. Ne-
vertheless when those around him ventured to hold such language,

it could not but inspire unpleas.mt feelings in the breast of Greene.
General Greene determined, St every hazard, to afford no just

cause for such unjust suspicions. He declared his conviction that

Washington himself would spurn such insinuations, unless his mind
should have been previously poisoned by artful and designmg men,
possessing his esteem and conlidence.

He lamented that the motives which actuated his conduct must,

from their nature, he concealed ; as he was persuaded that the very
oflicers themselves, vvhom he apparently neglected, would approve
the course in the then stage of the war, when ev^ry opportunity

for the acquirement of military reputation *vas probably finally

closed.

In consequence of this resolution, as soon as lieutenant colonel

Lee took leave, the general new modelknl the light corps,* giving

it additional strength. By this arrangement he was warranted io

calling a general officer to its direction, and consequently avoided

those just complaints which must have arisen among his lieutenant

colonels, had the command been continued in that grade, and had

any other than a lieutenant colonel of his own army been honoured

with it.

Brigadier Gist, of the Maryland line, who had lately reached

headquarters, was placed at the he id of the augmented corps, hav-

jno- under him colonel Baylor, of the third regiment of dragoons,

who had also lately joined, and lieutenant colonel Laurens. The
first commanded the cavalry, and the last the infantry.

* Headquarters, camp near Bacon^s bridge.

General Gist will take command of the light troops, which will consist of the

following corps, viz.

The cavalry of the legion, and the cavalry of the third aud fourth regiments,

under the command of colonel Baylor.

The infantry of the legion, the dismounted dragoons of the third regiment,

the Delaware regiment, and one hundred men properly officered, fit for light in-

fantry ssrvice, under major Beall, to be immediately detached from the line, and

the whole of the infantry to be commanded by lii^utenant colonel Laurens.

General Gist will make such further arrangements as he may find necessary;

but that the service may be accommodated as much as possible to the constitu-

tion of the cavalry corps, whenever the cavalry of any corps are ordered out,

and infantry are wanted, the infantry belonging to sucn Corps will march with it.

Extract flora the general orders of the I3th June, 1782.

JOS. HARMAB, lieut. col. deputy adjutant genev^K
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However judicious the course adopted by general Greene to give

eff-cl to the wishes of the commander in chief had been, disagreea-

ble consequences nevertheless ensued. In the reorganization of

the light corps, the cavalry of the third regiment and of the legion

had been united ; as had been the infantry of the legion with Kirk-

wood's Delawares, for the purpose of forming a command for lieu-

tenant colonel Laurens.

The separation of the horse and foot of the legion now for the

first time took place, and gave considerable umbrage and inquietude

to the officers and soldiers. The first consiilered the constitution

of the corps sacrificed, and the last had been so long habituated to

fight side by side, that they were very unwilling to commute ap-

proved and beloved comrades for any others, however brave.

The legion officers gave vent to their feelings in a remonstrance

to th« gei»eral, couched in terms not the most loyal. Greene re-

plied with moderation, firmness and dignity, and adhered to his

adopted system. This was followed by the resignation of every

officer in the legion, a result as unexpected as inconvenient. The
general lamented the rash step, but did not condescend by any re-

laxation in his measures, or remodification of the light troops, to

avert it. He, however, reminded the remonstrants of their right

of appeal to Congress, who would no doubt correct the proceed-

ings of their generals, whenever they might invade the rights or

cancel the privileges of any portion of the troops submitted to their

jdirectinn. The officers had acted under the impulse of first im-

pressions, which, though honest, are not always correct. Passion

had now subsided, and the temerity of tlieir conduct became ex-

posed to their view. They cheerfully seized the opportunity pre-

sented by the general's suggestion, withdrew their resignations, and

committed their case to tlie controlling power of Congress.

The inhabitants of the state of South Carolina had been for seve-

ral month* in the peaceable enjoyment of legal government, with

the exreption of the metropolis, and a small range of country upon

the Little Pedee river. A niijor Ganey, with his band of royal-

ists, resided here; and, insulated as they were, still resisted. Bri-

gadier Marion had, in June 1781, ei.t<'ted into a formal treaty with

Ganey and his as-^ociates, by whicli they were pardoned for past

offences (both numerous and atrociou«,*) secured in their estates

and in the rights of citizen>-hip, upon the condition th;itlhey would

return to the rightful owners all plundered properly ; that they

would renounce for ever allegiance to his IJritantiic majesty, and

demean themselves hereaftf^r as became peaceable citizens. This

treaty was no'v renewed, witli the condition that such of the royal-

ists as preferred removing into the British lines might do so, and

take with them their propeity.

* AnriDng the many murders anH burning of houses perpetrateti by tliis ban-

ditti, that of coioni!l K')bb was singularly atrocious. A party of them, led by

a captain Jones, surprised the colonel on a visit to his family. He defended his

house, until he was induce 1, by the promise of personal safety, to surrender as

a prisoner of war ; when he wds immediately murdered in the presence of his

wife and children, and his house burnt.
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The wise and forgiving policy which dictated the course pursued

by Marion, was attended with the happiest con««equenres. Bitter

enemies were converted into warm friends ; and many of these re-

claimed citizens enrolled themselves in the corps of Marion, ready

to tight by the sides of their countrymen, whose lives they had

sought by night and by day from the fall of Charleston to the period

of this treaty.

During these transactions in South Carolina, brigadier Wayne
pfjrsued with vigour his operations in Georgia. At the head of a

force equal only to half of that opposed to him, he nevertheless

exhibited that daringness of character which marked his military

Hfe, The signal chastisement inflicted by major general Grey at

the Paoli, in the campaign of 1777, with some minor atlmonitions,

had, it is true, subjected this natural propensity in some degree to

the control of circumspection. While in command before Savannah,

his orders, his plans, his motions, all bespoke foresight and vigi-

hnce ; and although he played a hazardous game, be not only

avoided detriment or affront, but added to the honour of our arms.

The pacitic policy lately adopted by the British general, and to

which brigadier Clarke invariably adhered, contributed not a little

fo a result so favourable to our views.

The British general rarely sent detachments into the country,

and only once in considerable force : never with a view of provok-

ing resistance, but always with the ex[)ectalion of accomplishing

his object bv (he secrecy and celerity of his mPHSures. About the

middle of May he received information of an intended trading visit

tVom some of his Indian friends, then considerably advanced on

their route to Savannah. To protect this party from the corps

under Wayne, to which it would be exposed in its progress, lien-

tenant colonel Browne (who had been exchanged snon after his

surrender of Auausta) was dptnched by brigadier Clarke on the

19th, with three hundred and fifty infantry and a =qiiadrnn of caval-

ry. Browne advanced as far as Ogeeche to meet the Indians ; but

beins disappointed, he moved early in (he morning of the 21st, to

regain Savannah. It appears that a dispute having arisen between
the warriors of the Overhill Creeks, from «hich tribe this trading

party came, had occasioned a delay for a few weeks ; otherwise

the Inrlians would have reached the Ogeeche the very evening

Browne arrived there.

Wayne discovered, on the 20th, that a detachment of the enemy
had passed from Savannah to the 0<reeche ; and he took his mea-
sures forthwith to intercept it on its return. With this view his

corps (about five hundred efifectives, mostly infantry, with three

grasshoppers,) were put in motion. The van consisted of one com-
pany of light infantry and a section of dragoons, under the orders

of captain Alexander Parker. This officer was directed to hasten

his mnrch through woods and swamps, and to seize n causeway on
which Browne must necessarily pass. Parker was ordered, when-
ever he met the enemy, to reserve his fire, and to fall upon him
witb sword and bayonet Wayne followed tvith the main body, to
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support his van. About ten in the forenoon captain Parker reached

the causeway, when he (liscovfred a ?mall pafrole of cavalry in his

front. Each advancing, the two parties soon met, wht^n captain

Parker accosted the leading; file, and demanded the countersign.

Confounded or deceived, the British otficer, instead of talluig back

upon Hroivne, approached Parker in the attitude of friendship He
now discovered his mistake, but too late to extricate himself, and

was with his patrole taken, except one dr;ia,oon, who got bick to

colonel Browne, moving in coluuju to sustain his van, with his ca-

valry in front.

Lieutenant Bowyer. who commanded our horse, was ordered to

charge, which was executed with decision. Bowyer was supported

by Parker with his infantry. The British cavalry were thrown

into confusion ; and, as Browne's whole force was in column on (he

causeway, from whence there was no movinc; to the ngnt or h^ft,

the substitution of his infantry for his cavalry became impracticiible,

and the British colonel was obliged to fall back. This was accom-

plished without loss, as general Wayne did not get up in time to

improve the advantage gained by Parker. Two of our van were

killfid and three weie wounded. We took major Alexander, se-

cond in covnmanil, and eighteen dragoons, with their horses and

furniture. Wayne bad been delayed by the swamps, which in the

South invari ibly present stubborn difficulties to the march of troops.

As soon as he reached Parker he pur-ued the enemy ; but all

his endeavours to reupw the action proved abortive, and Browne,

tnade good his retreat to Saraiinah.

The Indians, whom lieutenant colonel Browne expected to meet,

would h ive render id his corps sup riorlo thit under Wayne, when

the encounter might have terminated differently General Wayne

seems either to have been unapprized of this intended juncti in, or

to have disregarded it ; for he pressed forward to strike his foe,

regardless of ijround o: number. The fortuitous success of such

conduct, encourages the ardent soldier to put hims<^lf upon his tor-

tunc and his courage— overlooking those numerous, sure and ffec-

tual aids to be drawn from accurate intelliijence and due circum |>ec-

i\^n, Foitune ai length forsakes him, no prop remains to support

him but his courage, and he falls a victim of his ov.n presumption
;

honoured for l);s bravery, but condemned for his temeity.

Some weeks before general Clarke made this attempt to secure

the safe entry of his Indian friends into Savannah, Wayne had in-

tercepted a trading p^rty of the Creeks on their way to the British

garrison. Of these the American general dc tained a few as hosta-

ges, and permitted the rest to return to their own country. This

<renerous treatment seems to have inspired apprehensions in Savan-

nah, that its effect would diminish the British influence among the

Creeks ; an event deprecated by the enemy in case of continuancfe

of the war, which, though improbable, might nevertheless happen.

Therefore it was thought proper to prevent, by suitable succour,

the interru[)tion of this second visit. To that end Browne had

been detached. Not only, as has been seen, did the effort fail,
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but it was followed by a disaster very unpleasant to the enemy, and
in lis conclusion pregnant with cause ot regret to ourselves.

Guristeisigu, a principal Warrior among tlie Creeks, conducted
the party of iiidiiins lately expected by Clarke. Altt)ou;^h he did
not arrive at the appointed rendezvous so as lo meet Browne, he
readied it in the lat er part uf ine succeeding month.

Tlii? warrior, accompanied by his white guides, passed through
the wnolt; Slate of Georgia unperceived, exct-pt by ^vo boys, who
were taken and killed ; and naving reached the ncigiibourhoou of
W.iyne on the 23d ol June, he determined to strike at a picquet
oi' She American corps stationed, as he was inibiuied, at Gibhons's
plantation, directly on ttie route to and not far distant from iSav.m-
nah.

'1 tiere were two plantations so called, in the same range of coun-
try, bolii ot .vhich *%ere occasionally stations for our troops. At
this time VV,.jne himself uilh the mam body occupied one, while
the other was on the same day (22d) held by a picqnet guard. Not
only to avoid Wayne, but lo carry tnis picquet, became the object
of Gurisler-igo

; and he acquired through his while conductors the
requisite intelligence, with negro guuies for the execution of hig
purpose.

Wayne, in pursuance of a system adopted to avoid surprise (ot
which the Indian chief was uninformed j, moved every night

; and
consequenily the calculation that he would he on the T3id where
he had beer on the 2,'d, was unfounded. The reverse was the fact,
which would undoubtedly have been perceived by Guristersigo had
he been acquainted vMth (he custom of the American general,
and his plan of attack would have been niodihed accordingly. De-
camping tfom Giuboiis's late in ihe evening of the 22d, Wayue ex-
changed posiiions with his picquet, and thus fortunately held the
very pust against winch the Indian warrior had pointed his attack.
Here the light inlanlry under Parker (who had been for several

days close to .Savannah) joined, and being much harrassed by the
late tour of duty, was ordered by the brigatUer to take post near
his artillery, in the rear. Knowing but one enemy, the garrison of
Savannah, Wayne gave his entire attention to that quarter- and
conscious, from his precautions, that no movement could be made
by the enemy in Savannah without due notice, he forbore to burden
his troops with the protection of his rear, because in iiis opinion
unnecessary. A single sentinel only from the quarter-guard was
posted in the rear, on (he main road leading through the camp to
Savannah, and the very road which Gunsteisigo meant to lake.

Soon after nightfall the Indian chief at the head ol his warriors
emerged from the deep swamps, in which he had lam concealed
and gained the road. He moved in profound silence, and about
three in the morning reached the vicinity of our camp

; here he
halted, and made his disposition for battle. Believing that he had
to deal with a small detachment only, his plan of attack was simple
and etBcient. Preceded by a tew of the most subtle and darinor of
his comrades, directed to surprise and kill the sentinel, he held him-
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self ready to press forward with the iiiiiin body upon the signal to

advance. This w;is not long delayed. His wily precursor? having
encompassed our setitiiiei, killed him, when Guristersij^o, bounding
from his stand, tell with his whole force upon our rear. Aroused
from sleep, the light infantry stood to their arms, and the matrosses
closed vvith their guns.

But the enpmy was amongst them ; which being perceived by
Pnrker, he judiciously drew off in silence <ind joined the quarter-

guard behind Gibhons's house at headquarters. The general had
about this time mounted, and, concluding that the garrison of Savan-

nah was upon him, he resorted to the bayonet, determined to die

svvord in hand. Orders to this effect were given to Parker and
despatched to lieutenant colonel Posey, commanding in camp, dis-

tant a Jew hundred yards. Captain Parker, seconded by the quar-

ter-guard, advanced upon the foe ; and Posey moved with all possi-

ble celerity to support the light troops, but did not arrive in time

to share in the action. Wayne, participating with his light corps

in the surrounding dangers, was now dismounted, his horse being

killed ; the light troops, nevertheless, continued to press forward,

and Parker drove all in hi* way back to our cannon, where the In-

dian chief with a part of his warriors was attempting to turn our
guns to his aid. Here Guristersigo renewed the conflict, and fought

gallanily ; but the ritle and tomahawk are unavailing when confront-

ed by the bayonet in close quarters. We soon recovered our ar-

tillery, and Gurislersigo, fighting bravely, was killed. Seventeen
of his warriors and his »vhite guides fell by his side, the rest fled.*

* The narrative in the text is foundeft chiefly on infnrniatioii contributed by
captain Furker, (the late general Alexander Parker, of Virginia,) who was per-

sonally anii conspicuously enj^aged iu the rencontre. Soon alter the appear-

iince of the nienioirs, general Po^ey, who was tiien in the Senate of the U. S.

sent to the author, the lolloxving statement, with a letter from g^eneral Parker,

attesting its correctness. The veracity of Posey was as unquestioned as liis

courage, and it is satisfactory to be able to render luin justice in bis own words.

Ed.

^ stalemenl in Lte's memoirs of the tear in the southern department of the Uni-

ted Slates, corrected, relatit't to the encounter ithich general Waf/ne had with,

the Creek Indians, in the stale of Georgia, on the night of the 23d of June,

1782.

The army on that night was disposed agreeably to general orders in the fol-

lowing manner. The artillery, the cavalry, and the light infantry of Posey^g

regiment, commanded by captain Alexander Parke.r, were arranged in proper

order, at the lower Mrs. GibbouV, (distinguished in that way, there being two

widow ladies of the same name, where the troops were encamped aliernatcly)

with a guard and chain of sentinels in the rear, and I'osey's regiment posted ;i

few bundled yards on the road leading by Mrs. Gibbon's to Savannah, with a

proper disposition of guards, and a chain of sentinels in front. Major Samuel

Findley, was with the regiment, Posey having received orders to remain with

general Wayne that night, the regiment being within so short a distance. The
whole of the troops had for several weeks been doing hard duty, every night

lying down in their rauKs with their clothes and ^ccoutiements oti, and their

arms by their sides, and almost worn out with fatigue in watching and loss of

lest, ill constant expectation that ttie British would either come out of Savan-

nah in force for action, or tliat we might have an opportunity of falling in wjth
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Now it was discovered that the assailing foe «ap not from Savan*

n»h. Although surprised at the extraordinary occurrence, Wayne

foraging partirs. The at^count general Lee gives until he commences with the

attack ma;!j by Guristersigo is correct, except as to the disposition of tiie troopi

above stated.

When the attack was niatlc, it was with snch fury and violence, at a dead
lime of the nij^ht when the men were in profound sleep, (except the guards,)

with yell;i'.;i, and the use of their tomahawk , spears, scalping knives ami guns,

that our men were throv^n into disorder. Wayne and I'osey h;id thrown ii>cir

cloaks about tliein .Mill lay down close to each otiier, the aliirm soon louied

thcin, and they had proceeded but 'i fow steps when captain Parker met colonel

Posey, and infoiiniiig him that the suddenness of tlie attack had confiisfd hi*

men, wished to know il the colonel had any pariicular orders. Posey imme-
diately ordered that the liglit infantry sh-nild be rallied behind the house, and
his exertions, united with Parker'?, in a short space of time collected the men.
Posey then pl.iced himself with Parker at tinMr head, and ordered a charge

through the cneniy to the regiment; the charge was made with celerity and
firmness, t!)ou2,h the conflict whs severe, many of tlie Indians falling by the force

of the bayonet. One or n.ore of the enemy fell by Posey's own arm, and untoT*

tunately for sergeant Thoir.p,on of Parker's light infantry, (who contrary tn or-

ders hid t^ken off his coat and tied up his head with a handkerchief, hut wlio

was manfully engaged, anil had immediately next to Posey fired at an Indian,)

Posey from his appearance wiih his coat oft', atid head tied up, tooK him for an
Indian, and thrusting his sword through his body, laid him at his feet. But he
greatly lamented ihe circumstance when he visited the hospital the next morning,
and learned (rom the brave but incautious sergeant the paitirulars of his wounds.
General Wayne with [lie cavalry followel Posey, who had filed off to the tight

to gain his regiment, which he met on it~; march to the scene of action, and
placing himself at the head, charged iir.mediatels' upon the rear of tde enemy
and put them to flight. General Wayne filed off to the lelt where he fell in with

a ciinsideraiils body of the Indians, and co'npelied iiic;n to .etre.it after a severe

conflict. Thus with thf" united force and much biavery of both officers and sol-

diers, the whole of the ladiaiis were thifeated and routed. Posey then sent to

Wayne (or orders, and informed liim that he shouhi be found on his march to-

wards Savaimah, 'vluiher he was proceeiling, with a view to ascertaiii the situa-

tion of the Briti'-h. When the refjimenl reached the fr.rks of the road, (withia

one mile of the town,) a small parly was detaclied to e'tan.ine the Biiiis/i guards,
and ascertain whethei they retained their usual positions, who soon returied
and reported that they did. Shortly after th;s, a tr:'opei brought inloiination

that within half a mile in our rear lie had discovered a large body of men, but
that it was loo dark to distinguish whetlier they wre Indians or British, .-^osey

ittimediately marched, oideritig the tiooper to shew him where he had discover-

ed the enemy. On approatiinii them it w^s light enouj;li to see ihey were a
body of Indians. They were stamlingin a road leading through a large swamp.
While the regiment was preparing for action, S->vera! of the chiefs advanced
about twenty or thirty steps and halted, looking very earnestly and appirently
at a loss to know whether we were the ent-my or British troops, as we were
marching directly out from towards Savannah. Posey discovering that all re-

tired and hid \r the swamp except those few that had advanced, waved his sword
for them to come up, they accordingly came to him, he ordered them under guard,
and made search in the swamp for the others, but could not find any of them.
He then returned to the forks of the road, and shortly ifter general Wdyne
joined with the balance of the troops. The general appeared in a good humour
until he discovered the Indian prisoners, his countenaiiCe then changed, and he
asked Posey in a Tery peremptory manner, how he could think of taking those
savages prisoners. Posey related the circumstance of the manner in which they
were decoyed, and observed that he thought it wrong to put them to deatn after

they became ptisoiiers; he saii they should not live, and they were accordilig^y
put to death.
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adaptc'l with promptitude his mea«ures to the occasion, and, scat-

te itig his troiips m every direction, pursued the flying Indians.

Twi'lve of them were taknn, and after a few hours < aptivity were
put to lieath h\ order of the j^etieral. One hundred and seventeen
pai k horses, laden with pefry, fell into our hjuds ; and although

evr-ry exertion was made to capture the surviving Indians, they all

got bark to iheir di-tant country. Our lo;s was soiall, not exceeding

twelve killed and wounded.
Tiiis hold and con^-luding scene, though highly honourable to the

iinlf^ltered chief, did not «ur|)a*s those whirh preceded it in the

progri'ss of his daring enterprise. The accuracy of the intelli-

gence ol)t.iinnd respecting the interior of Georgia, the geographical

exactitude ^^ itli wiuch tie shaped his course, the control he estab-

lislied over his rude, bav.d—repressing appetite for plunder when
opportunity for gratification hourly occurred—and the d^jcision with

which he made his tiaal arrangements, alike merit applause. Gu-
iTster«igo died as he had lived, the renowned warrior of the Over-

hill Creek--.*

Waviie beliavfid with his accustomed gallantry. Not doubting

but that geiieral Clarke with his whole force from Savainah was

upon him, ho determined to cut his way to victory, or to die in the

midst of his enemy. To this end was his order to captain Parker
;

to t!us end was his order to lieutenant colonel Posey ; and to this

end was his own conduct and example. It is true the American

o-eneral was sorprised ; but if a surprise can be overlooked, this is

the one. Who could suppose that an Indian warrior would be found

bold enough to relinquish his sate and distant forests to traverse

lono-itulinally the state of Georgia, and to force his entry through

an investing army into '^avannah. If the comprehensive and search-

ing mind'"had, in its prying into all possible adventures, presumed

upon such an attempt, it would scarcely have been brought to con-

clude, that the enterprise could remain undiscovered until the edge

of the Indian tomahawk was felt in our camp.

However military critics may be disposed to withhold censure in

consequence of the novelty and singularity of the late enterprise,

yet, like every other incident in war, it demonstrates that the gene-

ral who is contented with the inadequate protection of his camp,

not only places himself at the disposal of fortune, but invites disas-

ter. I'his would probably have been the result now, had not the

Indian chief been turned from his right course by taking our can-

* As it will probably not be long before (he liberal part of the civilized world

will seek eagerly for infoimation respecting this perishing race of men, so re-

markable for a strange mixture of cunning ami fortitude, of secrecy and vio-

lence, of patience and impetuosity, I have thought proper to subjoin the account

which eener^'l Parker, as an eye witness gave of the con<iuct and fate of thii

boll ann fallacious warrior of the woods. " He was the largest and bravest of

the w.iriDrs—six feet, three inches high—weighing about two hundred and

twenty pounds—of a manly and expressive countenance, and thirty years of

a-^e. Afer receiving an esponioon and three bayonets in his body, encouraging

hFs warriors all the while, he retired a few paces, composedly laid himself down,

and -tiled without a gcoan or struggle."—Ed.
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uon, and tlius gave tini(! to recover by valour, what had been lost

hy want of due cannon.

As soon as general Wayne had buried the dead, and taken care

of the wounded, he changed his ground as usual ; and tiiuling that

he liad an enemy in re.u as well as in front, he became more circum-

spect in his future arrangements.

This was the last rencontre in Georgia. General Clarke ht Id

his troops safe within bi;^ fortitlcations, prepared to evacuate Savaii-

nah whenever be should receive orders to that effect, which he

knew could not be long deferred.

Wayne continued in the neighbourhood of the enemy pursuing

his desultory game, and watching with unceasing vigilance his adver-

sary's motions. Early in July he was visited by a deputation of

merchants from Savannah, under the protection of a flag of truce,

for the pur()ose of ascertaining on what conditions the British sub-

jects would be permitteil to remain with their property, for a given

term after the evacuation of the city, which event might be daily

expected in consequence of orders recently received.

General Wayne mformed the deputation, that whenever the

British garrison should witlidraw, he would protect the persons

and properly of all who might remain ; but that the ultimate dis-

posal of the one and of the other belonged to the civil authority

of the state, to which he would communicate the purport of their

application. This answer being made known to the merchants and

other inhabitants wishing to remain in Savannah, Ihey, by permis-

sion of the British general, sent a second deputation to the Ameri-

can head quarters, with the view of fixing definitively the condi-

tions on wliich they miglit be indulged in their desire.

In the mean time general Wayne had consulted governor Martin,

who, soon after the American detachment entered Georgia, removed
with his council of state to Ebenezer. for the purpose of extt-nding

the limits of the civil authority. In pursuance of the governor's

instructions, the American general gave assurances to the inhab-

itants, that all who chose to remain should be protected in peison

and property, and should be allowed sullicient time to dispose of

their property and to adjust their affairs, when they might depart

in manner and form most agreeable to themselves Major Haber-

sham, a respectable ofticer in the line of Georgia, was employed

by general Wayne in the conclusion of this business, and seems to

have afforded facility to the arrangements, by the confidence reposed

in his personal character.

Satisfied with the assurance given, many of the British subjects

discontinued their preparations for removal, and were found in the

town when entered by Wayne. They received the promised pro-

tection, and pursued, without molestation, their customary occupa-

tions. As soon as the loyalists had finished their arrangements

with the American general, brigadier Clarke completed his evacu-

ation, (on the nth July) and general Wayne on the same day took

possession of Savannah, which had been for more than three years

occupied by the enemy.
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Tlie spontaneous restoration of Georgia to the United States

contiimt'ii tlie expectation which pievaiL'd, that ttii^ further prose-

ciilion of the «ai- iii America h,Mi been lelinqniihetl hy liis Britannic

inaJH!ity, and wnnVl necessarily he soon foilowed hy the recall of

the royal army and fleet.

Previous to this event lieutenant colonel Cariington rejoined.

While at the Hi^^h Hill? of Santee, this olficer, although at the head,

of the quartermaster general's department, was permitted by the

goneral to lepair to the main army, in consequence ot a vacancy in

the Ime of artillery by the resignation of colo.iel Proctor, of Penn-

sylvania. Carrino;ton was considered as entitled to the vacancy, and

took command of the regiment on its anival in V'irginia, with part of

the allied army. But inasmuch as congress nad not establisiied

the mode of pi emotion in the cavalry and artillery, his continuance

in the command of the regiment was uncertain ; and therefore gen-

eral Greene determined that, though absent, he should govern the

department through his deputy, for the purpose of s=ecurii)g his fu-

ture services, should his expectation of promotion fail. On captain-

Crump, of the Virginia line, second in the departuient, the impor-

tant trust devolved during the absence of his principal, and he dis-

charged its various duties \vith intelligence and efl'ect. When the

eiewe of York terminated, Carrington, disappointed in his expected

promotion, repaired to Philadelphia by order of general Greene,^

for the purpose of concerting measures with the superintendant of

finance, lor the future subsistence and clothing of the soulherft

army. Mr. Morris entered with alacrity into the proposed appli-

cation of a portion of the funds* under his direction to this det^irable-

object. In pursuance whereof general Greene was empowered

to contract for the requisite supplies, jtayable in specie ; by which

arrano-eraent, the irksome and wasteful system heretofore pursued

was superseded, and the cheering prospect of regular subsistence

and comfortable clothing was presented to the long suffering army

of the South.

The evacuation of Savannah was followed in the same month

(Att gust) by the meeting of the general assembly of Georgia at

Au«^?'''t«t when the exercise of the civil authority was completely

re established throughout the state. Brigadier Wayne having, soon

after thO departure of the royal forces, detached lieutenant colonel

Posey to the main army, now proceeded to South Carolina with his

corps. General Greene concentrating his troops, drew nearer to

Charlestofl^, and directed his operations to the single object of pre-

venting the einetny from deriving any subsistence from the country.

Thg intention of evacuating Cli;irloston was now announced
August.

.^^ o.42aeral orders by the British commander ; who, how-

ever, continued to exert his force in |)rornring the jtrovisions ne-

cessary not only for the daily support of the artny and loyalists,

but also for their ffiaintenance until the first should be established

^n their fulu;e quarters, and the last transplanted to their intended

.* S;e* Carriii^toii's letlei.
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settlements. Sm ill parlies were therefore occasionally detached

froin Ch.trlej'ton in various d.i ectiotis through those parts of the

country lemote forn the Aajmcan army, for the purpose of col-

leotiiig and transpo. tmg ricd, corn, and meat, to the British head

quarters Somelimes these |)aities succeeded ; hut generally they

were compelled to return without effecting the object of their iu-

cursiou.

Major general Leslie soon perceived the precariousness of this

resource ; to remedy which, and to stup the further effusion ot blood,

now unnecessary as to the main ol>ject of ihe war, nolwiihslanuing

the rejection of his |)a( ilic overture some time belore, addressed gen-

eral Greene by 1' Iter,* (August) expressing the motives and ot)ject

o( his militHry inrortds, and proposing to disconlniue thetn, on condi-

tion of being permitted to purchase from the country such supplies

as migiji be nece^^aly during his continumce in Charleston. Ihe
civil .lutliorily was nece.-sari'y consulted on Leslie's proposition by

the American general. So manifold and interesting were the ad-

vantages to our army from agreeing to the enemy's proposal, that

deliberation seemed to border upon absurdity. ihe American

soldiers were covered by tattered garments, destitute ol stioes, and

scarcely turnished with blanjccts. Winter vv.*s appro.iclilng, whea
privations now tolerable would become intolerable ; and every

effort had been vainly essayel to procure clothing on Uie credit of

the specie funds appropriated by the superintendant of tinauce m
the preceding spnng, to the use o( the southern army, winch, by

the ()roposed intercourse, miglit have been reaJily obtained irom

Charleston. Imperiously, as the gene'-al was urged b} tnese con-

siderations to avrtil himself of the. opportunity witiiin his grasp, he

was constrained to forego it. The governcnent of Soutli Uarolmu
entertained the belief, that the British army on the evacuation of

Charleston, would be transferred to the West Indies. Connected
with this opinion was the . onviction that the proposed purchase of

provisions was not so much iniended to meet present wants, as to

amass magazines for the support of the British forces contending

ngainst our ally in that qua; te; . To accommodate the enemy in the ac-

coiiiplishment of this oiject was deemed dishonourable and perfidi-

ous ; therefore it was determined to endure present ills rather than

tarnish the national character : the proposition of general Leslie was
accordingly rejected

Sensibly as the American army felt this unexpected termination

of the enemy's overture, not a murmur was heard in its ranks.

Trained to suffer when required so to do by authority, the otiicers

and soldiers exemplitied upon this occasion their immutable dispo-

sition to forget their own wants in their zeal to uphold the cause
and character of their country.

The punctilious observance of the obligations of treaties and
scrupulous obedience to the injunctions of linnour cannot be too

much applauded
;
yet it will scarcely be contended that compliance

* See letter.
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wilh the proposal of general Leslie eitiier violated the treaty be-

tween the United States and his most cl.'risliau majesf}', or trenched
upon the principles of honour ; nor can it ije denied that it sub-

served the cau!«e of humanity. The British general's letter candidly

expressed his situation, amicably showed his unwillingness to shed
more blood, now culpable because useless, but at tlie same time

frankly announced tiiat unless he could be supplied with provisions

in the manner proposed, he must obtain tliem bv force.

How easy would it have been for the governor and general, with

their just solicitude, to observe the stipulations of treaties, and to

avoid even in appearance the violation of honour, to accept the

enemy's proposition on the express condition that the subsistence

to be procured should be limited to present supf)ort, and to that of

the approaching voyage, declaring; that any attempt to transcend the

specified limits should cancel the contract. 'J'he limitations which

a temperate examination of the enemy's overture would have sug-

gested never came into view ; and in the overstrained anxiety to

avoid possible injury to France, the absolute advantages, comlbrt

to our suffering soldiers, ami stoppage to hiinian slaughter, were
neglected. Tliis mistaken decision was soon followed by its natu-

ral, and with us deeply lamented, consequences.

Foiled in accomplishing his object in the way desired, the British

general prepared to resume his suspended incursions into the coun-

try, determined to effect by force the procurement of thjse supplies

which he had flattered himself wilh obtaining by purchase. Sup-

ported by marine co-operation applicable with readiness to all the

circumjacent country by the facilities of its interior navigation, and

possessing the contiguous islands, with strong detachments from his

army, general Leslie proceeded to the execution of his determina-

tion, fearless of consequences, but lamenting the necessity of wast-

ing human life.

A detachment of light infantry, attended by armed vessels, passed

along the interior navigation, and having reached Combahee river,

becan to collect and convey provisions to the transports which ac-

companied the expedition for the put pose of transporting to Charles-

ton whatever might be procured General Greene, never doubting

Leslie's execution of his menace, held his light corps ready to coun-

teract any attempt he might make. As soon therefore as he became

apprised of the movement of the British detachment, he directed

brigadier Gist to advance in pursuit. Gist was soon in motion, and

after a long and rapid march gained the neighbourhood of the enemy

,

<hen at Page's Point, on tlie Combahee. At this moment lieutenant

colonel Laurens, commanding the infantry under Gist, joined, hav-

ing, as soon as informed of the march of the light troops, left his

sick bed to hasten to the field of battle. L^iurens no sooner over-

took the corps than, by permission of the brigadier, he put himself

at the head of the American van. Discovering that the enemy
were preparing to retire, he determined, with his inferior ibrce,

thougli out of sup[.orting distance, to commence the attack. This

bold decision was gallantly executed j but incapable of making any
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serious impression from the inadequacy of his force, he fell in the

vain attenipt at the head of his intrepid band, closing hi? short and
splendid hfe in the lustre of heroism. Gist now got up with the

main body, and took one of the vessels from the enemy returning

to Charleston.

The British general tinding himself foiled in his expectations,

henceforward discontinued these predatory inroads, and contlneJ
his exeitions in the collection of provisions to the islands along the

coast, and to the country contisuous to the interior navigation, re-

mote from the American camp.

Preparations for the evacuation of Charleston procetided. but not
with the celerity expected. This excited apprehensions among the

owners of the numerous bodies of negroes within the enemy's lines,

that with the removal of the army would be carried off their slaves.

They made known their apprehensions to governor Matthews, who
addressed a letter to general Leslie on the subject, and reminded him
of the act of confiscation passed by the legislature, from the opera-
tion of which had been exempted all debts due to Britisli merchant?,
and claims on real estates by marriage settlement. These two funds,

added to that arising from the confiscation of estates, furnished a va-
luable resource ; and the governor assured general Leslie that he
would apply them in remunerating his felloiv citizens for their ne-
groes, if removed with the retiring army.

This annunciation seriously affected the loyalists in Charleston,

and especially the mercantile portion of them, ever alive to the
feelings of interest. They soon beset the British general, who was
always inclined to do right, and to diminish the evils of war. Leslie,

in reply to the governor, proposed negotiation, with the view of re-

conciling the opposite interests of the adverse parties. Commission-
ers were accordingly appointed with full powers to treat upon the
subject. The honourable William Gerrard, on the part of the
state, and Alexander Wright and James Robertson, on the part of
the loyalists. The discussion which ensued terminated in a com-
pact on the 10th of October, to the following effect :

•' That all the slaves of the citizens of South Carolina now in the
power of the honourable major general Leslie shall be restored to

their former owners as far as is practicable ; except such slaves as

may have rendered themselves particularly obnoxious on account of
their attachment and services to the British troops, and such as had
specific promises of freedom. That the faith of the state is hereby
solemnly pledged that none of tb^ debts due to British merchants, or
.to persons who have been banished, or whose estates have been
confiscated, or property secured by family settlements fairly made,
or contracts relaiive thereto, shall now, or at any time hereafter be
arrested or withheld by the executive authority of the state ; that
no act of the legislature shall hereafter pass for confiscating, or seiz-
ing the same, in any manner what.^ver, if it is in the power of the
executive to prevent it ; and that its whole power and influence
within its public and private capacity shall at all times be exerted
for that purpose.
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••That the sa:nc povRr shall be allowed for the recovery of the

debts and prop, rty hereliy [)ro(ectf'd and serured, by tlie pjirtic- or

their rfprcseiitative* in the courts of justice or olbrr\vi>e. as the

citizens of the slite my be or at any time were entitled to, not-

wittist^mdincr anv act ofconHscation or bunisliinpnt, or uny other dis-

abdity wl).il:<oever ; arid tliat the same may be remitted to any part

of the world ihey may think proper, under the same and no other

regulations than the citizen* of the state may be subject to.

'• That no slaves, restored to then former owners by virtue of this

agrec^nent, shall bo punished by the authority of thn st -te for hav-

ing left their masters and attached tnem'«elve« to the British troops
;

and it nill be particularly recommended to their respective owners
to forjjive them for the same.

" That no violence or insult shall be offered to the persons or

houses of the fimili^s of sufh persons as are obliged to leave the

state for their adhcn-nce to the British government, when the Ame-
rican army shall take possession of the town, or at any time at'ier-

wards, as f'.r a* it is in the power of those in authority to prevent it.

" That Edward Blake and Roger Parker S.iunders, es(|'ri., shall

be permitted to reside in Charleston on thfir parole of honour to as-

sist in the execution of the tirst arti'ie of this compact."

—

Ramsay.

In pursuance of this contract all minor measures were punotili-

ous^Iy adoj){ed for its consummation. The two American commis-

sioners were duly accredited and received in Charleston

But the very first embarkation of the retirmg enemy evinced that

matured consideration of the preredin? compact produced its viola-

tion by the party which had proposed it. Leslie began to remove

the loyalists ; for a portion of whom St. Augustine had been select-

ed as a retreat. A tleet for their transportation was accordingly pre-

pared ; and when they embarked, two hundred negroes accompanied

thetn. The American commissioners remonstrated against this in-

fraction of the compromi-e <-nlered into, to superintend the honour-

able fuUiiment of v»hich they not only had been apjiointed by the

governor of the slate, but had been admitted into Charleston by the

general. The remonstrance produced the debarkation of a small

part of the negroes on board ; but when the commissioners asked

for permission to restore this small pari to their owners, by forward-

ing them to the assigned post for their reception without the Bri-

tish lines, the request was denied, and justified by the following,

letter :

To Edzi-ard Blake and Roger P. Saunders, esquires.

Headquarters, October 18, 1782.
\

GEPfTLEMEN :

" Generd Leslie was much surprised on finding that a large patrole

from general Greene's army, two days ago. came down so near our

advanced post on Charleston Neck as to carry oif three soldiers, who

vpere a little wav in the front. At the time this little act of hostility

was commitlrd, :Mr Ferguson and another person were at Accabee
;

vv:-3re, I bclieve3 they still remain, in expectation of the negroes to
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be jlelivered up, without any sanction but that of the agreement en-
tered into. I am directed to oL».-erve, that if a line of conduct on
the part of general Greene, so diflerent from ours, is adopted ; it

must of course put an end to the pacitic intentions general Leslie
means to follow in regard to this province, during the short time he
is to remain in it.

*' He wishes you will inform governor Matthews that he expects
the soldiers taken away will be returned, and that the governor will

take proper measures to have this requisition complied with Un-
til this is done, general Leslie must be under the necessity of put-
ting a stop to the further completion of the agreement."

" (Signed) S. WEYMS, deputy adjutant general."

The inability of the British general to secure the faithful execu-
tion of the compact might have been [)erceived by him before its

latification
; inasmuch as the effectuation of its material conditions

depended on the will of the state legisLiture, more apt to oppose
than to fulfil executive recommendations. If, however, this in-

ability was not discovered until after ratification, better would it

have been to declare the fact, than to resort to a flimsy and irrele-

vant pretext for abrogation of a contract.

However, the British general seems lo have preferred resorting

for his justification to an expedient not less defective in reason than
incompatible with his fair and honourable character.

No suspensions of military operations had ever been suggested,

much less stipulated. How then the capture of British soldiers, by
an American patrole, could be construed into a violation of the

contract entered into with the governor of the stale, is not discern-

able.

But pretexts, the most trivial, will be embraced by power when
disposed to fbiget right, in furtherance of its will. Such appears
to have been the present temper of the British general ; and the

contract lately sought by himself, and well calculated to stop the

spread of injustice, was annulled.

The American commissioners forwarded the letter received from

the British adjutant general to governor Matthews, who replied w
follows :

''October \9(h, 1782.

" Sir,

" I was a few minutes ago favoured with a letter from Messrs.

Blake and Saunders, inclosing one to them from m:ijor Weyms,
written by your authority. As I do not like a second hand corres-

pondence, i therefore address myself immediately to you I ad-

dressed a letter to you this morning, by which you will find that I

was not even then without some api)reliension of the intended eva-

sion of the compact entered into on the 10th instant ; but on the re-

ceipt ofmajor Weyms's letter, no room was left me for doubt ; which

obliges me, without giving further trouble to those engaged in the

business, and introducing further altercation betivecn us, to declare

that I look upon that agreement as dissolved, and have accordingly

53
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ordered my commissioners immediatcl) to quit your lines. But be-

fore 1 take my final leave of you, permit me to make one or two

observations on major \Vf,_,ms's letter, as probably the whole cor-

respondence between us may one day be br(»uf;bt to public view.

" On the 5 2th instniil I wrote to you, to know whether persons go-

ing to Ar.cabec to brine; oil the nco,roes when brought there, >hould

be protected from your armed p.irties ; and, ful'tl-.er, to permit me

to send ,1 party of militia to guard the neairoes remaining unclaimed

lo^oine part of the country where they could be supplied with pro-

visions To this letter 1 have received no answei, which has ob-

liged me to use the precaution of givmg Hags to all persons who

have applied to go to Accabee ; as I cculd on no principle look on

that ground as nevilral. unlil it had iieen mutually agrtM'd on as such.

Indeed I was led to believe the contrary was intended on your part,

both by joui- tedious silence and detachments from your army mak-

ing excursions :'.s far as Ashley ferry ; which was absoluudy the

case the mornin.p; ot the day that the party from general Greene's

army took the scldieis yo;j so peremptorily dinniuid of me ;
and if I

am lightly informed, hostilities were commenced by your party.

Be thai as it may, I conceive it of little consequence, ts either party

had a right to corapience hostilities on hostile ground ; and between

enemies every £pot must be considered as such, until mutually

agreed upon to be otherwise. Besides, it is a well known fact, that

there is not a day but some of your armed parties are on that very

ground which you afft'ct to hold neutral.

" With regard to Messrs. Ferguson and Waring remaining at Ac-

cabee unmoiesied,- I hold myseif under no manner of obligation to

you for tins forbeaiaiice ; as 1 informed you tiiey were there under

the sanction of a flag; that they were to remain there for the pur-

pose of receiving the negroes sent out by the agents in Charleston.

They wcie therefore authorized to continue there, till you signified

the contrary to them. Flags trom you have remained within half

a mile of our lines for several d lys on private business, without the

least molestation whatever. Besides, Sir, if your reasoning, as far

as it applies to those gentlemen, prove any thing, it proves too

much ; because on the same princi|)le. the other two commissioners

being in CharleslG.i, ought to make that neutral ground also, not-

withfitanding no stipulation lor that pur[)ose had been entered into.

I never interfere willi general Greeue's military |)lans, therefore

the paragraph which relates to his operations ought to have been

addressed to him ; but 1 believe he pays as little regard to threats

as I do."

Wiih this letter ceased every effort to give effect to the contract

between the governor and geiieral Leslie The American commis-

sioners returned home, and the negroes seduced jnd taken fiom the

inhabitants of South Carolina in the course of ih.^ war, remained
subject to the disposal of the enemy. They were huccessively

fbippod to the West Indies ; and it is asserted, upon the authority

of the best informed ciiizens of South Carolina, th it more than

1wen!y thousand slaves were lost to the state in consequence of the
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war; of which not an inconsidenible portion was appropriated by
British officers, unci sold for thpir IteneSt in the West Iriflies.

Prejjaratiotis f.)r the emb^irkation of the enemy continued, but so
tardiiy that general Greene himself, who never yiehled entirely to

thp opinion that peace was ne;;r at h^nd, began to doubt the since-
rity of those pacific professioris which accompanied ajeneral Leshe'.s

annunciation of his intended ev;icuation of Cli.irleston. His pre-
sumption of the enemy's perseverance in the war, and intimate
knovviedse of the distressed condition of his army fo? clothing of
every sort, cnuhi not fail more and more to excite the sensibility of
a commander justly re::arded as the father of his soldiers.

From th(> return of lieutenant coIoupI Carrington, after his visit

to the supHrintendant of tinance, jjeneral Greene had endeavoured
without iDttiinission to negotiate a contract fi)r the suppij- of toe a'rmy
with provisions, and lo secure win'er clothing for the troops, the want
of which berime every day more {)ressin2:. Vain were f.ll his ef-

forts to accomplish the tirst, althou:;h PU;'ported by the executive
authority of the state, and seconded b) the active exc^rtions of the
quartermaster general ; who was authurized by the gensral to

pledii? the specie funds appropriated by the superinfendant of fi-

nance to the southern service, to those who might contract for the
supply either of provisions or clothing.

The dev.istalion uf the country, tiie neglect of the c;j]ture of the
soil, and the bankrupt condition of the numerous class of individuals

heretofore opulent and influential, prevented the acceptance of his

overtures by any, although repeatedly profiered and zealously
pressed. But however disinclined to relax his ende;:vour.': lo sub-
stitute the regular and cheap system of feeding h>s; troops by snecial

contract, instead of the wasteful raoue of requisition by the state

agent, who was occasionally compelled to resort to military aid,

Greene was reluctantly compelled to yield to the general inability,

and to rely on the precarious and ruinous old mode, adopted through
necessity and continued from the same cause. The evacuation of
Charleston would of course change the state of the country, and
give vigour to enterprising individuals. Then, and not till then,

could he indulge the hope of effecting the discreete change in sub-

sisting his army ; and he was obliged to rely upon the same ev-int

for procuring the requisite clothing, rendered more and more ne-

cessary by the approach of tvinter.

Exclusively therefore of the importance of the expected event,

in a military and national view, it became the peculiar abject of anxi-

ous solicitude with the American general, as it prejeuted the only re-

source to relieve his army from ditficulties, which must unless sur-"

mounted, lead to its dissolution.

General Leslie had declared, in bis orders of the 7th of Aiigust, his

inte.'.tion of withdrawing his army ; but September had passed away,
and i.;h.irleston still remained in possession of the enemy.

In the course ofthe preceding month, governor Matthews had con-

trived, through his influence with some of the royalists in Charles-

ton, who had resolved to throw themselves on the mercy of their
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country, to procure ;» small quantity of the most necessary articles

of clothing. This fortunate acquisition, added to a supply forwarded

from Philadelphia by means of the supcrintendant of finance, ena-

bled the general to cover the tnost naked of his army ; and the un-

ceasing exertions of the state commissary, aided by the co-operalion

of the quartermaster general, produced an agreeable change in the

quantity and quality of provisions. Still the situation of the army

was deplorable, and much remained to be done to give durable com-

fort to the troops, whose past distress is thus described by general

Greene in an official letter written on the 13th of August. " For up-

wards of two months, more than one third of our army was naked,

with nothing but a breech rlolh about them, and never came out of

their tents ; and the rest were as ragged as wolves. Our condition

wa< little better in the articles of provision. Our beef was perfect

carrion ; and even bad as it was, we were frequently without any.

An army thus clothed and thus fed may be considered in a despe-

rate situation."

The delay and uncertainty in evacuating Charleston, however

productive of gloomy forebodings in the American camp, did not

stop the enterprise of adventurous individuals, who, believing the

event at hand, seized, as they presumed, the sure opportunity of

advancing their fortunes. Many of these procured admittance into

Charleston, and entered into contracts with the British merchants,

whom they found as desirous of selling their stock on hand, as they

were eager to buy it.

Among the adventurers who, about the end of August or begin-

ning of September, made their way into Charleston, was Mr. John

Banks from Virginia. This gentleman, (no doubt with permission)

after a short stay in town, visited the American army. Here he

was introduced to general Greene. Well knowing the naked con-

dition of his contryraen in arms, and convinced of the general's soli-

citude to relieve their sufferings, he offered to procure and deli-

ver whatever might be wanted. Greene having been, as before

mentioned, authorized by the superintendant of finance to enter into

contracts for supply mg his army, did not hesitate in accepting Banks's

proposal, and a contract was arranged with him for the requisite

clothing to be delivered on the evacuation of Charleston. This

was the first opportunity which had presented of effecting the long

wished and much desired object. It was embraced with avidity,

and Mr. Banks completely executed his contract at the designated

period, to the great joy of the general and army.

The preparations for evacuating Charleston began now to assume

a determinate character ; and the doubts heretofore entertained on

that subject to be dissipated. The American general held still his

position at Ashley hill, shutting up every avenue to intercourse be-

tween town and country. The enemy no longer attempted to in-

terrupt this operation, but fixed in his design of withdrawing from

South Carolina, he avoided unavailing conflict. Thus passed the

autumn, and general Leslie, although never intermitting his prepa-

rations to retire, still continued with his army in Charleston. At
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length, early in December, tho embarkation of the military stores,

ordnance sind baggage, commenced. When this was completed, the

troops followed, and on the 14th the embarkation was finished.

General Wayne, with the legion and light infantry, had, for some
days previous, by order of Greene, placed him?elf near the quarter
house for the purpose of entering the town as soon as it should be
evacuated. To this officer, Leslie informally intimated his wish to

prevent injury to the town, in which he presumed on the cordial

coincidence of the American general, and which he insinuated was
only to be effected by prohibiting every attempt to interrupt the em-
barkation of the retiring army.
Wayne communicated to the general the intimation he had receiv-

ed from Leslie, who directed him to conform to it.

Accordingly no effort was made to disturb the enemy's embarka-
tion, which took place without the smallest confusion or disorder,
the light troops under Wayne entered into town close after the re-
tirement of the British rear.

Thus was the metropolis of South Carolina restored to the United
States, after having been in possession of the enemy from its sur-
render to sir Henry Clinton. (l2th May, 17aO.)
The governor with his suite was escorted into the capital on the

?ame day. On the next the civil authority resumed its former
functions, and the din of arms yielded to the innocent and pleasing
occupations of peace.
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A.—Page II.

JLilFUTENANT General Buhgoyne had been a soldier from early life,

aiiM vevy iviurli distinmu.shed himself in the cani])dign of 1762, under the count

tie la Ijippe Rchoniburg, in Porlugai, where he established his reputation in

arms, s'gii^lizing himself particularly by his surprise of the Spaniards at Va-
lentia dp Al'.antera, and afterwards with colonel Lee at Villavelha. He was
an accuniplishfd geiitleman, with the advantage of respectable family connex-
ions^ and a highly finished education.

B.—Page 11.

M-4J0R General Gates, hke. his antagonist, had been bred to arms, and
serve'i in Ani'^iica during the war of 17.55. llis course seems to have been
vufhicre After the peaf-e of 1763 he settled in Virginia, where the revolu-

tionttiy war found him. Unprovidefl hs were the states with ^ollliers of txpc-
riein! , nrneral (iKtrs was called (nrlh by the congress of 1775, and was ap-
poii.r' d H:ijiii;int general, with the rank of brigadier lo the army assembled be-
fore Boston in our first campaign.

C—Page 36.

Major General Charles Lee was born in England, and entered very-

young into the Hnny—the profession most congeninl to his mind. He served
in America, in Portugal, and in Turkey, always respected, sometimes distiii-

guished.

Like his uiifortunate friend, lieutenant general Burgoyne, he possessed the
confidence and esteem of count de la fjppe, under whose orders, with lieute-

iinnt culoiiel Burgoyne, lie was detached to sttike at a fletacheil camp of the
enemy in th^ village of V'illavell'a. during the campaign of 17G2, in Poriut'al •

which service w as handeom^ly peiformed

In the dispute betvveen the colonies and the niother country, Lee espoused
with wnrmlh the cause of the colonies, whose rights he believerl to be despoti-
cally invaded ; and sometime after came over to America When convinced
th)t the sword must be drawn, he resigned his commission in the British army,
and nccepteft the third station in the American staff, proffered to him by con-
gress. He possessed a sublime genius, highly improved by books and travel;
but was eccentric from freedom of thought, wliirh Ue uttered without reserve ;

sarcastic without tiialignity of mart, but with asperity of tongue ; and im-
prudent, fiom an indisposition to guard himself by cramping mental indepen-
dence.
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D.—Page 81.

Major General Baron he Kalb was a German by birth;'' and, from
the best information obtainable, must have served during the war of 1755 in

some of the inferior stations of the quartet master geneial's di^parlnicut, in the

imperial army operating with that of his most christian majesty; ii being well

ascertained by his acquaintances in our army that he was intimately versed in

the details of that department. Towards the close of that war he must have
been despatched by the French court to ^Vorth America, as he has himself often

mentioned his having traversed the then British provinces in a concealed char-

acter; the object of which tour cannot be doubted, as the baron never failed,

when speaking of the existing war, to express his abtonisliment, how any go-

vernment colli. I have so blundiMcd as to efface the ardunt and deep affection

which, to his own knowledge, existed on the part of the colonies to Great Bri-

tain previous to the late rupture.—A prefeience, equalkn only by their r.ntipa-

thy to the French nation, which was so powerful as to induce the baion to con-

sider it, as he called it, "instinctive."

Just before the peace our incognitos, becoming suspected, was arrested ; and

for a few days he was imprisoned. On examination of his baggage and papers,

nothing could be found coiitirming the suspicion which had induced his arrest,

and he wns discharged.

Such discovery was not practicable; as during this tour, the baron himself

declared, thrtt he relied >-ntirely upon his memory,' which was singularly strong;

never venturing to commit to paper the information of others or his own obser-

vations. On the restoration of peace the baron returned to Europe, and came

once more to America in 1777 or 1778, recominfiided to congress r.s an experi-

enced soldier, worthy of confidence. A briaadier in the service of France, he

was honoured by cong;ress with the rank of major general, and rcpaiied to the

main army, in which he served at the liead of the Maryland division very much
respected.

Possessins a stout frame, with excellent health, no officer was more able to

encounter the toils of war. Modera'e in ment^il powers, as in literary acquire-

ments, he excelled chiefly in practical knowledge of men and things, gained

duiin" along life ly close and accurate investigation of the cause and effect of

passing events.

We all know that the court of France has been uniformly distinguished by

its superior address and management in Hiving iiiio the secrets of every nation,

whether friend or r.>e, with whom it has rtdaiion

The business of espionage has befln brougiit in France to a science, and a

regular trnined covp=, judiciously (uganize'!, is ever in the service of the court.

Of this body there is strong reason to bt.lievc that the baron was a member, and

probablv one ol the chief confidants of that government in the United States.

No man was better qualified for the undertaking. Me was sober, drinking wa-

ter only : abstemious lo excels; living on bread, sometimes with beef soup, at

other times with cold beef; industrious, it being his constant habit to rise at

five in tlie morning, liglu !iis candle, devote himself to wiitiiig, which was never

intetmitted durin" ihe day but when interrupted by his short meals, or by atten-

tion to his official duty ; and profounilly secret. He wrote in hieroglyphics, not

upon sheets of paper ;is is customary ia camps, but in large folio books; which

were carefully pieserved, waiting to be transinitled to his unknown correspon-

deiH whenever a safe opportunity might offer He betrayed an unceasing jeal-

ousy lest his journals and his mystic dictionary might he perused ; and seemed

to be very much in dread of losing his baggage ; which, in itself, was too trifling

to be regarded and would only have attracted such unvarying care from th«

* Colonel Howard thinks he was from Alsace or Lorrain—German provin-

ce? ceded to France; and that he served in the French army in conjunction

with that of the imperialists in 175;3. It is very probable—the French had in

this country the regiment of Deux Pauts, a German corns— but raised from «t

district then belonging lo Fiance.
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valuable paper deposit. He never failed to direct his quartermaster to place
him as nenr the centre of tlie army as was allowable, having an utter aversion
to be ill the vicinity of either flank, lest an advenluiiug p.titisan should carry oft"

his haggage. What became of his journals is not known; but very probably
he did not venture to take them info South Carolina : what is most probable,
he placed such as remained in tlie hands of the French minister for transmission
to Paris, wbuij lie was ordered lo tlie Soiitii.

If he cniUinue.l to write when inarchir.g to South Carolina, his progress must
have been slow, as he was necessarily ti uch engajxed in the duties of his com-
mand, which became multiplied by the CNtienic difficulty with which subsistence
was procurable. Wlietlier his baggage was captured is not known to me; but
it cannot be doubted, that hii papers did notlall into the possession of the ene-
my ; as in such event we should probably have heard not only of the fact, but
also of their contents. No man surpassed tliis gentleman in simplicity and con-
descension; which gave to his deportment a cast of amiability extremely ingra-
tiating, exciting co- fidence and esteem. Although nearer seventy than sixty
years of age, such had been the temperance of his life, that he not only enjoyed
to the last day the finest health, but his countenance still retained the bloom of
youth ; which circumstance very probably led to the error committed by those
who drew up t!ie insciipiioii on the monument, erected by ordei* of congress.
This distinguished mark oi' respect was well deserved, and is herewitli present-
ed lo the reader.

Resolved, that a monument be erected to the meinory of the deceased major
general barnn dr Kalb, in the town of Annapolis, in the state of Maryland,
with the following inscription :

" Sacred to the inemory of the baron de Kalb, knight of the royal order of
military merit, brigadier of l!ie aitiiies of France, and major general in the
service of the United States of America. Having served with honour and re-
putation for three years, he gave a lust and glorious proof of his attachment to
the liberties of mankind, and to the cause of America, in the action near Cam-
den, in the state of South Carolina ; where, leading on the regular tioops of
Maryland and Delaware against superior forces, and animating them by his

example to deetls of valor, he wai»«woundcd in several places, and died the I9tli

of August following, in the forty-eiiijith year of his age. The congress of the

United States of America, in acknowledgement of his zeal, of his services, and
of his merit, hath erected this monument."

E.—Page 83.

WiLi-iAM Richardson Davik, of North Carolina, was born in the villagfe

of Egremont, near White Haven, in England, on the '20th of June, 1756.

His frtther, visiting South C'arolina soon after the peace of 1763, brought
with him this sou; and, returning to England, confided iiim to the care of the

reverend \\ illiam Richardson, his maternal uncle ; who, becoming much attach-

ed to his nephew, not oidy took charge of his education, but adopted him as

his son and heir. At the proper age V illiam was sent lo an academy in North
Carolina ; whence he was, after a few yeais, reuiuved to the college of Nassau-
hall in Princeton, New Jersey, then beroniing ih resort of most of the soutiiern

youth under tlie auspices of the learned and respectable doctor VVitherspiJon.

Here he finished his education, graduating in the autumn of 1776, a year me-
morable in our military as well as civil annals.

Returning home, young Davie found himself shut out for a time from the

army, as the commissions for the troops just levied had been issued. He went
to Salisbury, wdiere he commenced the study of the law. The war continuing,

xontrary to the expectation which generally prevailed when it began, Davie
could no longer resist his ard»nt wish to place himselt among the defenders of

his country. Inducing a worthy and popular friend, rather too old for military

service, to raise a troop of dragoons, as the readiest mode of accomplishing his

54
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wish, Davie obtained a linupnaiicy in tliis troop. Witlioat <lelay the captain

joiued the soulherii army, and soon aftcriv:irils returned home on furlough. Th«
command of the troop clrvi)lvin(; on lii'iitoniint Davie, it was at liis re(iuest an-

nexed to the legion of count I'nlaski, whcto caplnin Davie continued, until pro-

moted by major general Lincoln to the station of brigade major of cavalry. In

this office Davie served until tlie affair of Stono, devoting his leisure to the ac-

(}uireMieiit of proles^ional kMowledj>e, arid rising fast in the esteem of the (general

and army. When LintH)ln attempted to disloitge lieutenant colonel MaitlancI

from his intrenched camp on the Stono, Davie received a severe wound, and was
removed from camp to the hospital in Charleston, where he was confined for

five mouths.

Soon after his recovery he was empowered by the govetnment of North Caro-

lina to raise a small legionary corps, consistina; of one troop of dragoons and

two companies of mounted infantry; at the head of which he was placed with

the rank of major.

Quickly succeeding in completing his corps, in whose equipment he expended

the last remaii-ing shilling of an estate bequeathed to him by his uncle, he took

the field, and was sedulously engaged in protecting the country between Char-

lotte and Camden, from the enemy's predatury incursions. On the fatal IGth ol

August, he was hastening with his coi-ps to join the army, when he met our dis-

persed and flying troops. He nevertheless continued to advance towards tlm

conqueror; and by his prudence, zeal, and vigilance, saved a few of i.ur wa-
gons and many of our stragglers. Acquainted with the movement of Sumter,

and justly ?»pprehending that he would be destroyed unless si)eeriily advised of

the defeat of Gates, he desp.ttched instiinlly a courier to that officer, comnmni-
cating what had happened, performing, in the midst of distress and confusion,

the part o( an experienced captain. The abandonment of all the southern

region of North Carolina, which followed this signal oveilhrow, and ilie general

despondency which prevailed, have been recorded in the body of this work ;

nor have the fortunate and active sevviccs of major Davie been overlooked, ^o

much was his conduct respected by the government of North Carolina, that he

was, in the course of September, promoted to the rank of colonel commandant
of the cavalry of the state.

In this station he was found bj' general Greene on assutning the connnand of

the Southern army; whose attention had been occupied from his entrance into

North Carolina, in remedying the disorder in the quarter master and commis-

sary departments. To the first Carringtnn had been called ; and Davie was
now induced to take upon himself the last, much as he preferred the station he

then possessed. At the head of this department colonel Davie remained through-

out the trying campaign which followed; contributing greatly by his talents,

his zeal, his local knowledge, and his inlnience, to the maintenance of the diffi-

ctilt and successful operations which followed. While before Ninety-Six,

Greene foreseeing the difficulties again to be encounte-red, in consecjuence of the

accession of force to the enemy by tho arrival of three regiments of infantry

from Ireland, determined to send a confidential oflicer to the legislature of North
Carolina, then in session, to represent to them his relative condit'-on, and to

urge their adoption of effectual measures for the collection of magazines of pro-

visions, and the reinforcement of his army. Colonel Davie was selected by

Greene for this important mission, and immediately repaired to the seat of

government, where he exerted himself to give effect to the views of his general.

The events of tiie autumn assuring the quick approach of peace, colonel

Pavie returned home; and having shortly afterwards married miss Sarah Jones,

daughter of general Allen Jones of North Carolina, he selected the town of Hali-

fax, on the Roanoke, for his residence ; where he resumed the profession with the

practice of law.
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F.—Page 38.

SiMEOBT Thayer was bom in the town of Meiulon, in the county of Wor-
c-he»ier, in the State of Massachusetts, on the 2lst of April, 1738; and early in
Jile removed fron. thence lo the town of Providence, in Rhode Island, where a
lew years afterwards he married, and permanently establislied himself.
No man more uniformly possessed the esteem of his neighbours and acquain-

tances than this gentleman did, being distinguished for unvarying goodness of
heart, rendered peculiarly agreeable liy the modesty of his demeanor, and the
simplicity of bis manners. Bottomed un this solid foundation, his popularity
extended as he advanced in life. And when in his thirty-seventh year, resis-
tance to Great Britain became necessary, the determination o{ Thayer to take
the field was anticipated by the spontaneous offer of the command of a com-
pany in colonel HilchcorL's regiment of Rhode Island, abiiut to be detached to
the American army before Boston. Thayer's nierit soon attracted attention :

and when Washington projected the arduous enterprise against Quebec, com-
niitted to the direction of colonel Arnold for the purpose of co operating with
Montgomery, the choice spirits of his army were selected for the expedition.
Thayer could not of course be overlooked : he marched under Arnold at the
head of a company, exhibiting, tliroughoui the operation, peculiar fitness in
mind and body to meet danger and difficulty. The fall of .Montgomery b.-ing
soon followed by our repulse, Thayer was made prisoner, bravely struggling to
carry the second barrier, and experienced in common with his comrades the
beneficence extended by sir G. Carleton to the American prisoners,—so truly
honourable to the heart and to the head of the British general. (Japtain Thuyer
rejoined his regiment as soon as he was exchanged, and went through the war,
adding to his early stock of military reputation whenever opportunity offered.
He served generally under Washington, by whom he was highly respected.

His conduct in the defence of Mud Island has been briefly touched in the
course of this work. It is but justice to add, that the assumption of the com-
mand in the desperate condition to which the island was reduced, was in conse-
ijuence of the voluntary request ol inajor Thayer, displaying as much magnani-
mity as gallantry.

It was known that the island must soon fall : to defend it to the last moment,
and then to save the garrison, was the best which could be done. Few pre-
sumed this practicable; and fewer were disposed to undertake the hazardous
task. Thayei offered himself to brigadier X'arnum, commanding our force in New
Jersey, which was joylLlly accepted j and the gallant major as joyfully repaired
lo^his post.

In the battle of Monmouth the corps to which Thayer was attached was
closely engaged ; he was wounded by a cannon ball, which deprived him of the
sight of the eye on the side it pa^sed.

Concluding his militaiy life with the war, he returned to Providence; car-
rying with him the esteem of his fellow soldiers, the gratitude of his country,
the admiration of the witnesses of his exploits, and the immutable approbation
of the commander in chief. Here he continued to deck the laurels he bad ac-
quired ill the field of battle by his benevolence, his sincerity, his constancj ia
virtue, and his modesty in deportment.
The legislature of Rhode Island honoured him with the commission of major

general in her militia, which he held to his death. In 1796 general Thayer lo-
luoved from Providence to his farm in the township of Cumberland, where he
spent his last years in the exclusive occupations of agiiculture. Enjoying good
Jiealth, with universal esteem, he closed his honourable life, after a short ill-

ness, at home, on the 21st day of October, 1800, in the sixty-third year of his
age, leaving one son and one daughter His remains were brought to Provi-
dence and interred in the north Presbyteiian burying ground. Hisgiave is dis-

tinguished by a plain white marble slab; emblematic of his deportn)cnt, through
jife, and spotless as his virtue.

W,
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G.—Pago 13.

Brigadier Gi-.nekai. Daiviel Morgan, of the Virginia line on conti-

iicnliil estiiblishmont, riesiM vedly ranked among the best and most criicienl sol-

diers of the Uiiite'l States, was born in New Jersey ; from whence he einigiaied

to Virginia in 1755. Like many of the greatest men of every country, his na-

tive condition was indif;pnt, so much so as to render it nccessaiy lor young Mor-
gan to enter into service as a lal)oiircr for daily wages.

Soon after his anival in V'irginia, he obtained ein|)loymcnt from farmer Bo-

beits, near Charleston, in the county of Jeflerson, (then Uerkely.) Afierwnrds

be was engag,c(l to drive a wagon for Jolin Ashley, overseer (or Natha^)icl Bur-

rell, Esq., at his estate on the dhenHndoah river, in Frederic county, near Ber-

ry's ferry. When he left Asliley, Morgan had by Ids care and industry, amas^^ed

enough cash to purchase a wagon and team ; which purchase lie made, and
soon afterwards entered witli ii into the employineiit o( Mr, John Ballantinr,

at his establishment on Occoquan creek. At the expiration of Ids year, Grad-

Jock's expedition was spoken of as an event certainly to take place in tlie CDuifie

of the ensi ing summer. Morgan reserved himself, wagon, Sic. lot this expedi-

tion, and joined the army, but in what character is not known.

He received, during his niiliiary service, a severe wound in tlie face ; llie scar

of which was through life very visible. We tlo not undeistnnd in what affair

this happened ; but it was from a rifle or musket, -airned, as he said himself, by

an Indian. The bullet entered the back of his neck, and passed through his left

cheek, knocking out all his jaw teeth on that side.

In the course of the cimpaign he was unjustly puni-^hed, by being brought to

the halbert under a ci):;ri'e of contumely to a British officer, where he received

five hundred lashfs. The oflicer beiiig afterwards convinced of his cruel ''rror,

mai^e every amend in his power to the maltreated Morgan ; who, satii-iieri with

the coutritioD evinced by the ofhcer, magnanimously forgave him. Nor did the

recollection of this personal outrage operate in the least to the prejudice of the

British officers in the late war, IManyof them as is well known, ftil into the

hands of Morgan, and inva.iably received from him compassioiiale and kind

treatment.

The gpneral would often, among his intimate friends, recur to this circum-

stance; t le narrative whereof he generally concluded, by saying, in a jocular

way, that " King Geoige was indebted to him one lash yet; for the drummer
miscounted one, and he knew well when he did it; so that he only received four

hundred and ninety-nine, when he promised him five hiindred."

In this period of life, from twenty to tliirty years of age, Morgan was ex-

treiiiely dissipated; and spent much of his time in vulgar ti(ipling and in gam-
bling houses. However, altliough habituated to the free use of ardent spirits,

he wds never considered as a drunkard; and though enamored with cards and
dice, he was a cautious player, increasing lather than diminishing his cash fund.

This course of life subjected him to many affrays and furious pugilistic combats.

The theatre of these exploits was Berryville, a small village in the county of

Frederirk, c nnnonly called Battletown; named, as is generally supjiosed, from

the fierce combats fought on its seii under the banners of "tlorgan.

Wiiatever nii'.y t^;\\^r ben the cause, i' is certain that he spent much of his

leisure at this place ; that he fought there many severe battles ; and that though

often vanquislie'i he never was known to omit Eeizing the first opportunity which
presented, after return of strength, of taking another bout with his conqueror ;

and this lie repeated from time to time, until at length victory declared in his

favour.

Such v.'as the innate invincibility of young Morgan

—

which never forsook him,

when, by the strength of his unimproved genius, and the propitiousness of for-

tune, he gained an e.xtended theatre of action ; as replete with difficulty as to

him with glory. When he returned from Braddock's expedition he reassumed

bis forme employment, and drove his own wagon. In a few years his pre-

vious saving-, nufied to the little he earned in the campaign, enabled him to

purchase a small tract of land from a Mr. Blackburn, in the county of Frederick

;
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on whicb, duiing ou;- war, be erecterl a hamisonie mansion house, with suitable

accompanying iinprovciiients, and called it Saratoj^a,—in comniemeration of

the si'nial victory olitained by general Gates, to which he had himself princi-

pally contributed. On this farm Morgan, having married shortly after his re-

turn from his military tour, resifled when tlie revolutionary war broke out.

The smattering of cxjjorience gained during Braddock's expedition, pointed

him out to the leading men of Freclerick, as qualified to command the first

company of riflemei:, raised in that county in defence of our country. He
speedily completed his company, as ail the finest youth of Frederick flocked to

him ; among whom was lieutenant, aherivards colonel Heth, and many others,

who iu the coarse of the war became approved officers. With this company

Morgan hastened to the American army encamped before Boston, in 1775, and

soon afterwards was detached by tlie commander in chief under ArriOld, in his

memorable expedition a:;iiiist Qus-bec.

The bold and disastrous assauli, planned and executed by the celebrated

Montgomery against that city, gave opportunity for the display of heroism to

individuals, and firnished cause of deep regret to the nation by the loss of the

much beloved •Won'gomety. No officer distinguished himself more than cap-

tain i\]organ. Arnold commanued tiie cnluniii to which Morgan was attached,

and became disabled by a Ijall through his leg early in the action, and was car-

ried off to a place of safety.

Our troops having lost llieir leader, each corps pressed forward as the exam-
ple ol its officer invited Morgan lorik the lead, and proceeiied by Serjeant, af-

te wards lieuteiKMit colonel, Porterfield, who unfortunately fell at the battle of

Camden, when his lite might have saved an army, mounted the first barrier; and

rushing forward, passed tlie second barrier, lieutenant lieth and seijoant Poiter-

fiekl Oi ly before him. In this point of the assault a group of noble spirits united

in surmounting tiie obst.icles opposed to our progress; among them were Greene

and Thayer ol Rhode Island, Hendricks of Pennsylvania, and Humphreys of

Virginia ; the two last of whom were killed.

Vain was this blaze of glory. iVlontgomery's fall stopped the further advance

of the principal column of attack ; and the severity of the raging storm, the

obstacles of nature ajid oi art in our way, and the combined attack of tlie en-

einy'^s force, no longer divided by attention to the column uiuier Montgomery,
OTerpowered all resisianoe Morgan (with most of the corps of Arnold; was
taken; and as heretofoie menlionnd, experienced a ditVerent treatment from

sii iiuy Carleroii tlian was at that period customary for British ofticers to dis-

pense to American prisoners. Tlie kindness ofCaileton, from motives of policy,

applied more foii:bly to the privates than the otlicers, and produced a durable

impression.

U'hile Morgan was in confinement at Quebec, the following anecdote, told by
himself, manifests llie high opinion entertained by t.te enemy nf his miliiary

talents from his conduct in this assault. He was visited occasionally by a Bri-

tish officer, to him unknown; but from his uniform, he appeared to belong to

the navy, and to be an officer of distinction. During one of his visits, after

conversing upon many topics, " he asked .\iorgan if he did not begin to be con-

vinced that the resistance of America was visionary ? and he endeavoured to

impres.s him with the disastrous consequences which must infallibly ensue, if the

idle attempt was persevered in, and veiy kindly exhorted him to renounce the

ill advised undertaking. He declared, with seeming sincerity and candour, his

admiration of Morgan's spirit and enterprise, which he said were worthy ot a
better cause ; and told him, if he would agree to withdraw from the American
and join the Biitish standard, he was authorized to promise him the commission,
ranli. and emoluinenis of a colonel in the royal army.'' Morgan rejected the

proposal with disdain ; and concluded his reply by observing, " That he hoped
he would never again insult him in his distressed and unfortunate situation, by
making him offers which pUinly implied that he thought hiui a rascal." The
officer wirtidrew, and the ofl'er was never repeated.

As so(:>n as our prisoners were exchanged, Morgan hastened to the army; and
by the recommendation of general Washington, was appointed to the command
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of a rcgimeut. In ttiig station he actfid under the commHi-.der in chief in l""/?,

wiicn a select lifle corps was- formed out of the i.therB in the army, ami comnul-
leil to his direction, seconded by lieutenant colonel Kichard Biitlcv of I'ennsyl-

vani», and major Morris of New Jersey, two officers of high t^ilents, and espe-

cially qualified for tlie cnteiprising service to which they were assigned. .Morgan
and his riflemen were bin^nlarly uschil to \^'ashlngton ; hut our loss of Ticon-
deroga, and the inipetuons advance of Buijioyne, proclaimed t-o loudly the

gloomy condition of our ftftairs in fhu Noitli, ijial the general who ihouglu only

of the public good, deprived hinii-elf of Morgan and sent him to Gates, where
iie was persuaded bis services were must required.

The splendid issue of the subsequent campaign and the triumph of Gates have

been mernioned, as well as the instrumentality of Morgan in producing the

glorious i/:ue. (ireat and effectual as were his exertions, general Gales did

not even mention him in his official despatches. The cause of tliis cruel omis-

sion was then known but to a iew.

(ieneval Morgan bimsilf says, that innncdiately after the surrender of Bnr-

^oyne he visited Gates on business, when he was taken aside by the general,

and confidentially told that the main army was exlrcniely difsatisficd wiih the

conduct of tl'.e war by the commander in chief; and that several of the be»t officers

threatened to resign unless a change took place. Morgan perfectly understood

Ihc views of Gates in tiiis conference, although he was then a stranger to the

correspondence which he bad lield with Conway and others ; and sternly replied,

"that be had one favour to ask of him, which was, never to tnenlion that dc-

testible subject to him again; for under no other man tl)an Washington, as com-

mander in chief, would he ever serve." I-rom that moment all intimacy be-

tween himself and Gates ceased ; and when, a few days afterwards, ilie latter

gave a dinner to the principal ofiicers of the British army, among which ofcour&e

some of ours were mixed, Morgan v^as not invited.

It so happened that this meritorious officer found it necessary to call upon

general Gates the same evening on military business. lie was introduced into

the dinin" room; and as soon as he spoke with Gates withdrew, unaniiounced

to his guests. The British officers inquired his name, seeing from his uniform

that he was a field olficer; and upon lieiiig informed that it was colonel Morgan,

Ihey arose from the tible, overtook him in the yard, and made themselves se-

verally known to liini ; liaving, as they ingenuously declared, severely felt lii.ii

in the field. Thus the slight of Gates recoiled poignantly on bin. self.

Aftcr.the return of Morgan to the main army, he continued actively employed

by the commander in chief, and never failed to promote the good of the service

by his sagacity, his vigilance, and bis perseverance. In ITSOhis healili became

much impaired, and he obtained leave of absence, when he returned to his

family in Frederick, where be continued until after the fall of Charleston.

When general t^ates was called to llie chief command in the South, he visited

Morgan, and urged the colonel to accompany him. Morgan did not canceal

his dissatisfaction at the treatment he had heretofore received, and proudly

spoke of the important aid he had rendered to him, and tiie ungrateful return

he bad experi<!nced. Being some few weeks afterwards promoted by congress

to the rank of brigadier general by brevet, with the view of detaching him

to the South, he repaired to the aimy of Gates, but did not reach Carolina in

lime to take a part in the battle of Camden. He joined Gates at Hillsborough,

nnd was sent under Smallwood to Salisbury with all the force fitted for service.

Gates, as soonns he had prepared die residue of his army, followed, and gave

to Morgan, in his airangeinents for the field, the command of the light troops.

Greene now arrived as the successor of Gates, which was followed by that

distribution of his force which led to the battle of the Cowpens; the particulars

of which have been related, and the influence of which was felt in every sub-

sojqnenl step of the war in the Carolinas.

* Morgan, when overtaken by Greene on his retreat with his pnsouers, had

* This anecdote is considered by colonel Howard to be derived from erroneous

information. Before he reached the Cahawba and before he was joined b?
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iecifleil upon passing the mooutains ; a resolution no doubt salutary in its ef-

fect, if applied to tlie safety of his own corps and of the pritoners, but fatal

ro tlie operations of Greene, whicli ought to have guided the deliberations

of Morgan, but wliich seems not to have had its due weight. Greene forbade
the measure ; whirh producer! a declaration from Morgan, that he would be
no longer responsible for cunsequences : to which the restorer of the South am-
icably and firmly replied, " neither siiall yon ; for the measure is my own.''

Worgan continued at the head of the light troops until the two divisions of

the army united at Guilford court-tioufe. Ttiere every persuasion and excite-

ment were essayed to induce him to retain his command until the army made
good its retreat ; but the eiToit was vain. He Ifft us, and left iiiipressions witli

many not very favourable to that purity of patriotism essential to round the

character of a great soldier. Returning home, he continued in tranquillity

with his family, bestowing his attention on the improvement of liis farm and his

fortune.

When the infatuated transmontano inhahit.ints of Pennsylvania menaced by
force of arms to prostrate the majesty of the laws, and consequently vedueecl
president Washington to the mortifying necessity of arresting their folly and
wickedness by the bayonet, Morgan was summoned by the executive of Vir-
ginia to the field, at the head of the militia of that state, ordered on this ser-

vice ; having been some years before appointed senior major general in the com-
monwealth.
On the advance of the army from fort Cumberland and Bedford to pass the

Alleghany mountains, general Morgan was charged with the direction of the
l^ight troops of the left column.
The ill treatment which his old friend colonel Neville had experiencerl from

a party of the insurgents, the exile of his son-in-law, Presley Neville, and his
innate abhorrence of opposition to the laws of his country, whose government
he admired in theory and in practrce, gave to the mind of Morgcin an indignant^
irascibility which occasionally manifested itself on the expeihtion, to the dis-
quietude of those against whom it pointed. Nevertheless he bridled this adven-
titious fierceness, and conformed his conduct to the regulations proscribed fur
the government of the army.
Upon the retreat of the main body, Morgan was left at the head of a respecta-

ble corps in the bosom of the insurgents until the ensuing spring ; when by or-
der of the president, his corps was withdrawn.
The part he took upon this occasion seems to have inspired the general with

a desire for political distinction. He was bafled in the first, and succeeded iu
the second, attempt to obtain a seat in the liouse of representatives of the Ufliled
.Statee, from the district of Frederick. Having served the constitutional perioil

he returned to his family, and declined ofiering as a candidate at the ensuing
election.

About this time his health was much impaired, and tlie robustness of his con-
stitution was gradually sinking. He had previously removed from Saratoga to
a farm near his juvenile ground, Berryville, ( l3attletown) ; and after a fe<v
years he retired from thence to the town of Winchester for the benefit of hrs
health, which more and more declined. Languishing for some years, he at
length closed his eventful life at Winciiester.

Morgan was stout and active, six feet in heijjiit, strong, not too mucli encum«
bered wit!i flesh, and was exactly fitted for the toils and pomp of war. His mind
was discriminating and solid, hut not comprehensive and combining. His man-
ners plain and decorous, neither insinuniin^ nor repulsive. His conversation
grave, sententious and considerate, unadorned isnd uucaptivatiiig. He reflected!
deeply, spoke little, nnd executed wUh keen iierseverance whatever he under-
took. He was indulgent in his military commam', preferring always the affec-

Greene, Morgaij often told Howard that, " if it was necessary to save the
prisoners, he would cross the mountains wiih them;" but when he wasjoitiwl
by Greene, they were .1 or 4 days march ahead of him, and out of the enemyV
reach.— F.cL

'
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lions of his troops, to that respect and awe which Miiroiuid tlic rigid disciplina*
rian.

No man better loved this world, and nn man more reliiciHnily quitted it. He
was id the hiibit of expressing thib feeliui; to his intimiites without leseive, and
used to say thai he would agree to pass much of his life as a. galley sl^ve, rall)er

than exchange tlirs world lor that unkiiouii. He w.is the reverse of tlie fireat
Washington in this respect, \jhoni he very much resembled in that happy mix-
ture of caution and ardour which distinguibhed the American hero, i-'or the
latter, wheo speaking upon the siilijoct of death, would often declarf-, that he
would not repass liis lifs wfie it in his option. Yet no man, contradictory as
it may appear, valued life less than Morgan, when duly railed him to meet his

foe. Stopped neither by danger nor by dift'iciilty, iie rushed into the hottest of
the battle, enamored with the glory which encircles victory.

General Morgan, like thousands of mortals when nearly worn out by the

hand of time, resorted for comfort to the solai:e of religion. He manifested
great peniten':e for the follies of his early life; this was followed by joining tiic

presbyterian church in full communion, with which he continued to his last I'ay.

When his remains were interred, an eloquent and appropri.iie seimon was deli-

vered to a crowded audience by the reverend .Mr. William Mill.

H.—Page 86.

Fkancis Marion, colonel in the regular service, and brigadier in the militia

of South Carolina, was born at his father's plantation in the vicinity'of George-
town in South Carolina, in the year 1733. His ancestors \^t•re Hujucnotr, and
fled from F'rance to Briiibh America Uj)on the revocation of tin; e.jirt of .Nantz.

They settled on Cooper river near Charleston, from whence the father of ge-

neral Marion moved to the iioighbourhond nf Georgetown, where he resided dur-

ing his life, occupied in the culture of his plantation.

He had five sons, of whom Francis was the, youngest ; who, with his brothers,

received only a common country education. As his three eldest sons arrived at

ibe age of manhood, they successively obtained a portion of their father's pro-

perty, after which the old gentleman became embarrassed in his affairs, and

was, in consequence, ileprived of the means of extending similar aid to his two
youngest sons. They had lo depend upon their own exertions for support and
comfort.

Francis, at the age of sixteen, entered on board a vessel bound to the West
Indies, with a dt'termination to fit himself for a ^eafaling life. On his outward

passage, the vcsstl was suddenly upset in a gale of wind, when the crew took

to tlieir boat without water or provisions, it being impracticable to save any of

cither. A dug jumped into the boat with the crew, and upon liis flesh eaten raw

di(i the survivors of these unfortunate men subsist for seven or eight days; in

which period sftveral died of hunger.

Among the few who escaped was young Marion. After reaching land, Ma-

rion reliiui'iished his urigiiiiil plan of life, and engaged in the labours of agricul-

ture. In this occupation he continued until 1759, when he became a soldier,

and was appointed a lieutenant in a company of volunteers raised for an expe-

dition against the Cherokee Indians, connnanded by captain William Moultrie,

<since general Moultrie) This expedition was conducted by governor Lytile-

ton : it was followed in a year or two afterwards by another invasion of the

Cherokee country by colonel Grant, who served as major general in our war

under sir William Howe.
In this second expedition lieutenant Marion also served, having been promot-

ed to the rank of captain. As soon as th.e wur broke out between the rolonies

and mother country, Marion was called to the command of a company in the

hrsi corps raise:! by the state of Sontli Carolina. He was soon afterwards pro-

moted to a majority, and served in that rank under colonel Moultrie in his intie-'
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^id defence of fort Moultrie against the cnmbined attack of iir ITttity Clinton

and sir H. Parker on the 2d of June, 177C. He was afterward* placed at the

bead of a regiment as lieutenant colonel comn-.andant ; in wliith capacity he

served during the siege of Charleston; when having fractured his leg by soma
accident, he became incapable of miJitary duty, and fortunately for his country,

escaped the captivity to which the garrison was, in the sequel, Ibrced to submit.

When Charleston fell into the enemy's hands, lieutenant colonel Marion
abandoned his State, and took shelter in Nonh Carolina. The niomenl he re-

covered from the fracture of his leg, he engaged in preparing the means of annoy-
ing the enemy then in tlie flood tide of prospeiity. VViih sixteen men only he

crossed the Santee, and commenced that daring system of warfare which has

been related in the course of the preceding meoioirs.

General Marion was in stature of the smallest size, thin a« well as low, Hif

visage was not pleasing, and his manneri not captivating. He was reserved

and silent, entering into conversation only when necessary, and then with mo-
desty and good sense.

He possessed a strong mind, improved by its own reflection and observation,

not by books or travel. His dress was like liis address—plain, regarding com-

fort and decency only. In his meals he was abstemious, eating generally of ene

dish, and drinking water mostly.

He was sedulous and constant in his attention to the duties of his station, to

which every other consideration yielded. Even the charms of the tair, like the

luxuiirts of the table and the allurements of wealth, seemed to be lo>t upon him.

The procurement of subsistence for his men, and the contrivance of annoyance

to his enemy, engrossed his entire mind. He was virtuous all ovei ; never, even

in manner, much less in reality, did he trench upon right. Beloved by his

friends, and respected by his enemies, he exhibited a luminous example of the

beneficial elfects to be produced by an individual, who, with only small means

at his command, possesses a virtuous heart, a strong head, and a mind devoted

to the common good. After the war the general married, but had no issue.

He died in February, 179.i, leaving behind him an indisputable title to the first

tank among the patriots and soldiers of our revolution.

I.—Page 13G.

William Davidson, lieutenant colonel commandant in the North Carolina

line and brigadier general in the militia of that State, was the youngest son of

George Davidson, who removed with his family from Lancaster county, in Penn-

sylvania, in the year l750, to Rowan county in North Carolina.

William was born in tlie year 1746, and was educated in the plain country

manner at an academy in Charlotte, the county town of Mecklenburgh, which

adjoins Rowan.
Like most of the enterprising youth of America, Davidson repaired to the

standard of his country on the coaimencement of our war. and was appointed a

major in one of the first regiments formed by the government of North Carolina.

In this character he marched with the North Carolina line under brigadier

Nabh to the main army in New Jersey, where he served under the commander

in chief, until the North Carolina line was detached in November, 1779, to re-

inforce the southern army, commanded by major general Lincoln. Previous to

this event, major Davidson was promoted to the command of a regiment with

the rank of lieutenant colonel.

As he passed through North Carolina, Davidson obtained permission to visit

his family, from which he had been absent nearly three years. The delay pro-

duced by this visit saved him from captivity, as he found Charleston so closely

invested when he arrived in its neighbourhood, as to prevent his joining his re-

giment.

Soon after the surrender of general Lincoln and his army, the loyalists of

North Carolina not doubting the complete success of the royal forces, began tc

65
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embody thetmislvcg for the purpose of contributing tlicir active aid in the field to

the subsequent operations ol' the British (^enciul They wcic numcri)us in the

western parts of the state, and especially in tlie Highland SHttlcini iit about Cross

creek. Lieutenant toloncl Davidson put hinisrif at the head of some ol our

militia, called out to quell the expected insuirection. lie proceeded witii vigour

in the execution of his trust; and in an engageaient witli a party of loyalists

near Calson's mill, he was severely wounded : the ball entered at the umbilical

region, and passed through his body neai the kidneys. This confined him for

eight weeks; when recovering, he instantly took the fiehJ, having been recently

appointed brigadier general by the government of Nortli Carolina, in the place

of brigadier Rutherford, taken at the battle of Camden. He exerted hinibulf in

conjunction with general Sumner and colonel Davie to intenupt th>- progn-ss of

lord Cornwallis in his advance towards Salisbury, and throughf.m tbat eveniful

period, gave unceasing evidences of his zeal and firmness in upholding his falling

country.

After the victory obtained by Morgan at the Cowpens, Davidson was among
the most active of his countiyinen in assembling the militia of his disirici to

enable general Greene, who had joined the light corps under MorgHO, to stop

the progress of the advancing enemy, and was detached by Greene on the night

of the last day of January to guard the very ford bclected by lord (Jornwallis for

his passage of the Catawba river ori the next morning. Davidson possessed

himself of the post in tlie night at the head of three hundred men; and having

placed a picquet near the ohore, stationed his corps at some small distance from

the ford.

This was a deviation from the orders of general Greene, who directed the bri-

gadier to post his whole force close to the shore, under cover of the nearest trees.

The cause of this change from the ordered position is not known, though very

probabl)' some justifiable reason produced it, as Davidson was in tlie habit of

executing his orders with the utmost precision. The rencontre which ensued in

the morning has been related, with its disastrous termination.

The loss of brigadier Davidson would have been always felt in any stage of

the war. It was particularly detrimental in its effect at this period, as he was
the chief instrument relied upon by Greene for the assemblage of the militia; an
event all important at this crisis, and anxiously desired by the American general.

The ball passed through his breast, and he instantly fell dead.

This promising soldier was thus lost to his country in the meridian of life, and
at a moment when his services would have been higlily beneficial to her. He
was a man of popular manners, pleasing address, active, and indefatigable.

IJevoted to the professio.n of arms, and to the great cause for which he fought,

his future usefulness may be inferred from his former conduct

The congress of the United States, in gratitude for his services, and in com-
memoration of their sense of his worth, passed the following resolution :

Resolved, That the governor and coun>:il of the state of North Carolina be
desired to erect a monument, at the expense of the United States, not exceeding
the value of five hundred dollars, to the memory of the late brigadier general Da •

vidson, who commanded the militia of the district of Salisbury, in the state of

North Carolina, and was killed on the first day of Febiuary last, fight.ng gal-

lantly in the defence of the liberty and independence of these states.

K.—Page 70.

William Washington, lieutenant colonel commandant of a continental

legiment of dragoons during the revolutionary war, was the eldest son of fiaily

Washiugton, Esq., of Stafford county, in the state of Virginia.

First among the youth of Virginia who hastened to the standard of his country,

•n the rputure between Great Britain and her colonies, he was appointed to the

command of a company if infantry in the third regiment of the Virginia line,

commanded by colonel, afterwards brigadier genera!, Mercer. In no corps in



APPENDIX. 435

our service was the substantial knowledge of the profession of arms more likely

»o be arquiied.

Here young Washington learnt the rudiments of war. He fought with this

gallant regiment at York island, and on the retreat through New Jersey, shar-

ing with distinguished applause in that disastrous period, its difficulties, its

dangers, and its glory. When afierwards the commander in chief struck at

colonel Ralle, stationed with a body of Hessians in Trenton, captain Wash-
inj,toii was attached to the van of One of the assailing columns, and in that dar-

ing and well executed enterprise, received a musket ball through his hand,
bravely leading on his company against the enemy.

Tne commander in chief having experienced the extreme difficulties to which
he had been exposed during the preceding campaign, by his want of cavalry,

was, shortly after this period, in consequence of his suggestions to congress,

authorized to raise three regiments ol light dragoons. To the command of one
of these he appointed lieutenant colonel Baylor one of his aid-de-camps. To
this legimeni captain Wasliington was transferred with the rank of major, and
returned to Virginia for the purpose of assisting in recruiting the regiment.

As soon as the corps was completed, Baylor joined the main array ; his regi-

ment was, in 1778, surprised by a detachment of the British, led by major gene-
ral Gray, ciTid suffered extremely. Washington fortunately escaped; and in

the course of the succeeding year, or early in 1780, he was detached with the

remains of Bland's, Baylor's, and Moylan's regimtnts of horse to the army of
major general Lincoln, in South Carolina, where he wns constantly employed
'.vith the liglu troops, and experienced, with some flashes of fortune, two severe

blows ; first at Monk's Corner, where he commanded our horse, and last at Le-
ueau's ferry, when he was second to lieutenant colonel White, of Moylan's regi-

ment. These repeated disasters so reduced our cavalry, that White and Wash-
ington retired from the field and repaired to the eastern confines of North Caro-

lina for the purpose of repairing their heavy losses It was here that they ap-

plied to general Gates for the aid of his name and authority to expedite the

restoration and equipment of their regiments, that they might be ready to take

the field under his order?. This salutary and proper request was, as has beea

mentioned, injudiciously disregarded ; from which omission very injurious con-

sequences seem to have resulted in the sequel.

After the defeat of general Gates on the IGth of the following August, it will

be recollected that the American general retired to Hillsborough from whence h©

returned to Salisbury.

Lieutenant colonel Washington, with his cavalry, now accompanied him, and
formed a part of the light corps placed by Gates under the direction of brigadier

Mo. an. He resumed his accustomed active and vigorous service, and was
highly useful in the execution of the trust confided to Morgan.

During this period he carried, by an extraordinary stratagem, the post at

Rudgley's; which drew from lord Cornwallis tlie following letter to lieutenant

colonel Tarleton. " Rudgley will not be made a brigadier He surrendered,

without firing a shot, himself and one hundred and three rank and file, to the

cavalry only. A deserter of Morgan's assures us that the infantry never cam*
within three miles of the House.''

Greene now succeeded Gates, when brigadier Morgan, with the light corps,

M'as detached to hang upon the enemy's left flank, and to threaten Ninety-Six.

The battle of the Cowpens ensued, in which Washington at the hend of our

horse, acquired fresh laurels. He continued with the light corps, performing

with courage and precision the duties assigned him until the junction of the two

divisions of the American army, at Guilford court-house. Soon after this event

a more powerful body of horse and loot was selected by general Greene and

placed under colonel Williams, of which Washington and his cavalry were a
constituent part

In the eventful and trying retreat which ensued, lieutenant colonel Wash-

^gton contributed his full share to the execution of the measures of Williams,

which terminated so propitiously to our arms, and so honourably to the light

troops and their commander. After our repassage of the Dan, Washington and h'K
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horsp were again placed in thrvnn, and willi Howard nnri Ler, led by \Villinms,

pliiye<t that arduous- game of marr.hes, counter-marches, and nfinnceuvres. which

grpiitly contributed to bufile the »kilt'ul display of talents and enterprise, exhi-

bited by lord Cornwallis in his perseverinp; attempt to forre Crt-ene, at the liead

of an Inferior army, to battle, or to cut him off from his approaching reinforce-

ments and supplies.

We have seen the di^^tingnished part this officer successively bore in the

battles of Gnilibrd, Hohkick's Mill, and Eutaws ; and we have found him through-

out the arduous camp.iifjn of 1781, always at his post, firm, and brave, court-

ing danger, and contemning rlifficulty. His eminent services were lost to the

army from the battle of Eutaws j vvliere, to its great regret, he was made pri-

•oiier : nor did he afterwards take any part in the war, as fiom the period of

his exchange nothing mateiial occMrrcd, the respective armies being confined to

minor operations, produced by the prospect of peace. While a prisoner in

Charleston, Washington became acquainted with .Miss Elliot, a young lady, in

whom concentered tiie united attractions of respectnble descent, opulence, polish

and beauty. The gall^tnt soldiei soon became enamored of his amiable ac-

qiiiiintanre, and afterwards married her.

This took place in the spring of 178'2 ; and he established himself in South

Carolina at Sandy Hill, the ancestral seat of his wife.

Washington seems to have devoted his subsequent years to domestic duties,

rarely breaking in upon the n by attention to public affairs; and tiien only as

a member of the state legislature.

He posfessetl a stout trame, being six f-et in height, broad, strong, and cor-

pulent. His occupations and his amusements applied to the body, rather than

to the mind ; to the cultivation of which he did not bestow much time or appli-

cation, nor was his education of the sort to excite such habits, being only cal-

culated to fit a man for the common business of life. In temper he was good

humored, in disposition amiable, in heart upright, generous and frien lly, it;

manners lively, innocent and agreeable.

His military exploits announce his grade and character in arms. Bold, col-

lected and persevering, he preferred the heat of action to the collection and

sifting of intelligence, to the calculations and combinations of means and mea-

sures, and was better lilted for the field of battle than for tlie (irud^Rry of camp
and the watchfulness of preparation. Kind to his soldiers, his system of disci-

pline was ratiier lax, and sometimes subjected him to injurious consequences,

when close to a sagacious and vigilant adversary.

The Washington I'amily emigrated from England, and settled in Virginia, al-

ways respectable and resppcted The roofangoiniiy of its numerous ramifica-

tions is involved in doubt : but it is generally believed that they sprang froi;. the

same source.

Lieutendnt colonel Washington was selected by his illustrious relation when

he accepted the command of the army during the presidency of Mr. Adams as

one of his staff, with the rank of brigadier general, a d.'cided proof of the high

value attached by the best judge in America to his military tiilents.

Leading a life of honour, of benevolence and hospitality, in the bosom of his

family and friends, during which, until his last two years, he enjoyed high liealth,

this gallant soldier died, after a tedious indisposition, leaving a widow, with a

son and daughter, the only issue of his marriage.

L.—Page 23.

Christopher GrKEWE, liputenant colonel commaivlant of one of the Rhode
Island regiments in the service of congress, during the revolutionary war, v.as

born in the town of Warwick in the state of P..hode Island in the year 1737.

His father, Philip Greene, Esq., was, descended from Jonathan Greene, Esq., one

of the earlesl settlers of Massachusetts bay- The latter gentleman emigrated

from England in the year 1637, and settled in Salem, now a well improved opu-
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lent commercial lown. Mr. Greerx", soon after his arrival, purchased from the

Indian Sachems Micantfnom^n and bocononeo, a pari of i!ie township of War-
wick called Orciipassaiioxet, which property is still jio^sessed by some of his

descendants. He left three sons, the progenitors of a numerous and respectable

race of men, successively distinguished as well by the highest oftices in the gift

of their country, as by their talent?, their usefulness and goo<(ne?s.

Philip Greene, the father of the lieutenant colonel, was a gentleman of the

first respectability in the state, beloved for his virtues, and admired for his ho-

nourable discharge of the duties of the various stations to which he was called,

the last of which placed him upon the bench as judge of the common pleas in

the county of Kent.

A father so situated could not but cherish the intellectual powers of his proge-

ny with the most careful attention.

Christopher received all the advantages in the best line of education procura-
ble in our couritry, which he took care to improve by the most assiduous appli-

cation.

He was particularly attached to the study of mathematics, in which he made
great profirienry, and thus laid up a ttock of know edge exactly suitable for that

profession to which he was afterwards unexpectedly called.

Exhibiting in early life his capacity and amiability, he was elected, by his

native town when very young, to a seat in the colonial legislature, which he
continued to fill by successive elections until the commpncement of the revo-
lutionary war. At this period the legislature wisely established a military corps,

styled, " Kentish guards," for the purjiose of fitting the most select of her youth
for military ofifice. In this corps young Greene was cliosen a lieutenant, and in

May, 1775, he was appointed by the legislature a major in what was then
called " an army of observation"—one brigade of one thousand six hundre'i

effectives, undur the orders of his near relation, brigadier Greene, afterwards

so celebrated.

From this situation he was promoted to the command of a company of in-

fantry, in one of the regiments raised by the slate for continental service. The
regiment to which he belonged was attached to the army of Canada, conducted

by general Montgomery, in the vicissitudes and difficulties of which campaign
captain Greene shared, evincing upon all occasions that unyielding intrepidity

which niaiked his militaiy conduct in every subsequent scene. In the attack,

upon Quebec, which terminated as wolj the campaign as the life of the renowned
Montgomery, captain Greene belonged to the column which entered the lower
town, and was made prisoner.

His elevated mind ill brooked the irksomeness of captivity, though in the hands
of the enlightened and humane Carleton; and it has been uniformly asserted,

that while a prisoner, Greene often derlnrel that "he would never again be
taken alive ;" a resolution unhappily fulfilled.

As soon as capi.tin Greene was exchanged he repaired to his regiment, with
which he continued v/ithout iiitermisfion, performing with exemplary propriety

the various duties of his progiessive stations, wliPii he was proino'.ed to the ma-
jority of Varnum's regiment. In 1777 he succeeded tn the command of the re-

giment, and was selected by V'ashiiiiiton to take charge cf fort Mercer, (com-
monly called lied Bank) the safe keeping of ivhich post, with that of fort Miilliii,

(Mud island) was very properly deeiried of primary inipoilance.

The noble manner in which colonel Greene susiaiiied himself against a supe-
rior force of veteran troop-?, led by an officer of ability, has been particularly

related in tht- boily of this work, as also the well eari;ed rewards which followed

his memorable defence. Consummating his military fau.e by his achievements
on that proud day, he could not be nveilonked by the commander in chief, when
great occasions called for g;reat exertions. Greene was accordingly attached
with his regiment to the troops placed under major Sullivan, for the purpose i,f

breaking up the enemy's post on Pihode Island, soon after the arrival of the

French fleet under count d'Estuing in the summer of 177S ; which well concert-

ed enterprise was marred in the execution by some of those incidents whicii

abound in war. aud especially when the enterpri.^e i# complicated and enfcusted
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to Hllio'l forces, an'l reqniriii;; navnl co-operation. Retuiiiiu^ to headcjuarters,

colonel Greene coniinued to seive ini'ler tlie coiiunaiicJer in chiel', wliose. confi-

(Icfiicc and esiecin he invariably eiijoyi'd.

In the S[)ririi; of ITKI, wlicn ^eneril \Va?liin;ton bey:;<n to pxpect the promised

naval aid from our hcit IrifncI the illliiii-d Ijoiiisthe XVI , lie occisionally ap-

proached the enemy's lin»'S on tlu; side ot York l.-lari'l. In one of these inovc-

ini'nts, colonel Cirecne, witli a suilatili- force, was postfd on the Croton river, in

advance of the army, On the other sid« of this river lay a corps of refugees,

(American citizens wiio had joiiipd the JJriiibh army) under tlie conunand of

colonel Dclaiicry. These half citizens, lialf soldiers, were notorious for rapine

and murder ; and to their vindiriive conduct may bejntly ascribed most of the

cruelties whicli stained the progress of our war, and which at length coinpelled

WasliiMgton to order captain Asgilj, ol tli-.^ British aiiny, to be brought to head-

quartets for the purpose of retaliatinj!, by hi? execution, the murder of captain

Huddy of New Jer.^ey, perpetrated by a captain Lippincourt of the refugees.

The commandant of these lefugees, (Delancey was not present) having ascer-

tained the position of Gicene's corps, wliicii the colonel had cantoned in adja-

cent farm houses, ])robahly with a view to the procurement of subsistence, took,

the resolution to strike it. This was accordingly done by a nociurnal movement

on the 13ih of May. The enemy crossed t!ic Crotoii before day lijhf, and has-

teniof; his advance, reache:! our station with the dawn of day, unperceived. As

he approached the farm house in wjii( h the lieutenant colonel was (]uartered,

the noise of troop? marching was heard, which was the first intimation of the fa-

tal dcsi"n. Greene and major Flagg immediately prepared tliemselves for de-

fence, but they were too late, so expeditious was the progress of the enemy.

Flag? discharged his pi^toIs, and instaiuly afterwards fell mortally wounded;

when the rufiians (unworthy the appellation of soldiers) burst open the door of

oreeiie's apartment. Here the gallant veteran singly received them with his

drawn sword. Several tell beneath the arm accustomed to coufiuer, till at

len.'Mh overpowered by numbers, and faint from the loss of blood streaming from

his wounds, barbarity triumphed over valour. " His right arm was almost cut

off in two places, the left in one, a severe cut on the left shoulder, a sword thrust

throuo^h 'he abdomen, a bayonet in the right side, and another through the ab-

domen, several sword cuts on the head, and many in different parts of the body."

Tims cruelly mangled fell the goiierous conqueror of count Donop, whose

wounds, as well as tiiose of his unfortunate associates, had been tenderly dressed

us soon as the battle tertninated, and whose paiits and sorrows had been as ten-

terlv assuaged. How diffcreul was the relentless fury here displayed I

The co-nmander in chief heard with anguish and indignation the tragical

fate of his loved, and faithful friend and scddier, in which feelings, the army

sincerely participated. On tliH subsequent d.iy the corpse was brought to head

ouarters and his funeral Wdi. solemnized willi military honours and uidversal

"rief.
°

Lieutenant colonel Greene was murdered in the meridian of life, being only

fortV-fonr yea:s old. He married, in l7f>8, Miss Anne Lippit, a daughter of J.

LilJoit f^sq. of Warwick, whoinlie left a widow wilii three sons anri lour daugh-

ters, 'hc was stout an<) strou'^ in person, about five feet ten inches high, with a

broad round chest, his aspect maidy, and demeanor pleasing,- enjoying always

a lii-^h state of health, its blottm irradiated a countenance, which significantly

expressed the ibrtitude anil mildness invaii.ibly displayed throughout his life.

M.—Page 175.

John Eacf.r Howark, lieutenant colonel commandant of the second regiment

of Maryland, was born on tlie 4th of June, 1752, on the farm settled by hisgrand-

Jaiher .l«.snna Howard, in the coan'.y of Baltimore. This gentleman, when

veiy young, ha. I lelt his fatiier residing in the vicinity of the town of .Manches-

ter in Fn-'land, to join the army of Kiu;; Junes, cioving to quell the insurrec-

•:on headed bv the. .'.uke of \]'-v>r.n,.-h. To, -hicct bein; pf<Wt„r,Uy ^cmm-
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plished, young llou'ar'l. ron?rious of having excited tlie r)i<;p!easure of bis fa-

thei by his un^iuihorii'.ed liepaitiire from lioine, di'terniiiie.d net to return but tn

sefik his fortune in America. He enibarited for Maryland, wnere arriving, he
purchased the tr^ot of land above mentioned, on which he eKiablishe(i biinself,

iiaving married Mi^s Joanna (^'Carroll, \.vho^e father and family liad lately set-

tled in the same culouy from Ireland, Mr. Howard had a niimeious progeny.
One of his sons, Cornelius, manied Miss Hoth Ea^cr, the danuhter of John Ea-
ger, the son of Geor!;e Eager, who possessed an estate adjoining lo and now part
of the city of Baltimore.

Tohn Eager Howard, the son of Cornelius, was educated in the custortiary

maimer of our coor.try, beine intenJed for no particular profi^ssion. I'he dis-

pute between the colonies anil the mother country issuing in au appeal to the

.sword, one of Ihc first mi tsures of defence adopted by the colonies, was the as-

semblaac of bodies of the militia, denominated flyinj; cainps. The fiist of these

in Maryland was formed m June, 1776, when youii;^ Howard, then twenty-three
yeais of age, oifered his services, and received the commission of captain in a
regiment commanded Dy colonel Josias C. Hall. Engaged for a few months
only, this corps was discharged in December; before which period congress had
prepared a system of defence, requiring from each of the confederate states its

proportion of rnen to be enlis-ted, organized and disciplined as regular soldiers.

The state of Maryland furnished seven regiments, in one of which captain
Howard, in obedience ratlier to ihe wishes of ihe state commissioners, empow-
ered to appoint officers, than lo his own inclinaiion, was retained. .Shortly af-

terwards these regiments were organized, und capt.iin Howard vvas promoted to

amajority in the fourth regiment, at the head of which was placed the same
colonel Hall In the summer of 1779 he was appoiiited lie'.itenaiit colonel of
the fifth, in tiie spring of 1780 be was transferrer! to the sixth, commanded
by colonel V\illiams, ami after the battle of Hobkick's Hill, he succeeded to

the command of the second, in consequence of the deatli of lieutenant colonel

Ford, who never recovered from the wound received in th.it battle.

Ill this station Howard coniinued until the army was disbanded, when he
returned to his native stat^, married Miss Margaret Clieiv, daughter of Biui-

jamin Chew, Esq. of E^hiladelphia, and settled on his patrimoni.U farm near
Baltimore, where he now resides, enjoying " otium cum dignitate."*

This officer was one of the five lieutenant colonels, on whom Gieene rested

throughout the hazardous operations to which he was iiecessai ily exposed by
his grand determination to recover the South, or die in the attempt.

VVe have seen him, at the battle of the (jowpens, seize the critical moment,
and turn the fortune of the day;—alike conspicuous, though not alike success-

ful, atGuiiford and the Eutaws; and at all times, and on all occasions, em-
inently useful. He was justly ranked among the chosen sons of the South.

Trained to infantry service, he was invariably employed in that line, and was
always to be found where the battle raged, pressing in'o close action to wrestle
with fixed bayonet. Placid in temper, and reserved iu deportment, he never
lessened his martial fume, by arrogance or ostentation, nor clouded it with
garrulity or seif-co ;ceit.

Granting to all the applause due to their merits, he enjoyed that due to him-
Fclf with universal assent.

General Greene, whose discriminating mind graduated, with nice exactitude,
the merit of all under him, thus speaks of this orticer, in a private letter to his
friend in Maryland, dated the 14th of Novembrr, 17:!1.

'This will be handed to you by colonel Hiwnrd, as good an officer as the
world affords. He has great ability and the best disposition ir> promote -ti-e ser-

vice. My own obligations to him are great—the piiblic's still more so. He de-
serves a statue of gold no less than the Koinan and Grecian heroes. He has
been wounded, bin has happily recovered, and now goes home to pay a little

attention to his private affairs, and to take charge of the fifth Maryland regimen?
reciuiting in yout state. With esteem and respect, I am, dear sir, yours,

JV. GREEiNE."

'*He has since been governor of Maryland—and served in Congress.
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O.— Pajre 277.

Otho Hoixasd Wim.IAms was depcended from the English stock, his aii-

cesturs having piiiigrated ioon alter lord Buliiuiore became pinjirieior of iiie col-

ony of Maryland.
His father seilleii in thr county of Prince George, where Olhn, his eldest son,

was born in the year 1748 lli> father soon afterwards removed from Prince

Ceoige to Fred rirk county and seltlijd near the moulli of Conogocheaque creek,

uhere lumsull find wife riled, leaving one daughter, and two sons, the elder son

not more than twelve years old. A Scotcn gentleman by the name of Ross,

having married his sister, Otho was taken under his protection, and was bred

up in the clerk's office of the county, a professii.n which presented bettei pros-

pec's to a young man, than any other office then procuvable, under the colonial

government of Maryland Ross dying, colonel Steel) of Hagerstown, married

his widow, and coniinued to patronize his wife's brotliers. In this Eiiuation

Williams continued until he was removeil just before the war broke out, to the

clerks office in t!ie county of Baltimore, of which he hnd the piincipai direction,

and the business of which he conducted with exemplary proj.riety. Anxious to

draw his sword in defence of his oppressed country, as soon as the last resort

became inevitable, Williams was appointed lieutenant in tiie company ol rifle-

men raised \u the county of Fiederick, commanded by captain Price, and march-

ed in 1775 to the Americiin camp before Boston. In 1776 a rifle legiment was
formed, of which Stephi^iison was appointed colonel, Rawlings lieutenant colo-

ni'l, and Williams m.ijor.

Steplu-nson soon dying, tlie command of the regiment devolved upon Raw-
lings, who, with his iRgi'i.eui, foiined pan of the garrison of Fort Washington,

in ilie slate of INew Yoik, wlien a^saileM hy sir William Howe, pushing Wash-
iiiglon over the JS'orth river. In this attack, the rifle regiment opposed the Hes-

sian column, and behnved to arimiiaticn, holding for a long lime, victory in

suspense, and severely crippling its adveisary. 'I'he fort was neverlheles car-

ried by capitulation, and its gariison became prisoners of war. After the sur-

tender of Burgoyne's army, colonel Wilkinson, adjutant general to general

Gates, who was personally attached to major Williams, procured his exchange
for major Ackland, wounded in the fitst action between the northern armies,

and left on the gioutul, with many others, to the mercy of tlie Americaii gene-

tal. While in captivity, Williams became entitled to the connnand of a regi-

ment, and as soon as he was exchanged, he was placed at the head of the 6th

Maryland. The Maryland and Delaware lines having been detached to South

Carolina, soon after the reduction of Charleston, colonel Williams accompanied

the Baron De Kalb, and after general Gates took command of the Army, he

\va? called to the important station of adjutant general to the same He bore a
distinguished part in the battle of the ]6ih of August, and shared with the gene-

ral in the bitter adversity of tiir.L disastrous day.

When Greene took command of tiie Southein armj', colonel Williams was

retained in the station he then occupied, which he held to the end of the war,

enjoying the uninterrupted confidence of Ins comaiander, and the esteem of his

fellow soldiers.

Throughout the important campaign wiiich followed, he acted a conspicuous

part, and greatly coninhuted by the honourable and intfl'igent discharge of

the duties of the station which he held, to the successful i>sue of Greene's ope-

rations. At the head of the light troops, during our diffirult retreat, he was

si''nally efficient, in holding tlie army safe until it effected its passage across

lt)«U:in; and after Cireene's return into IVorth Carolin?., when to save that

state, the American (general was constiained to put to hazard his inferior force,

he was not less usi-fol in thwarting the various attempts of lord Cornwallis to

strike his antagonist. We have seen with what vigour and effect he seconded

his general in the fields of Guilford, of Hobkick, and of Eutaws, invariably

exciting by his impiessive example, officer and soldier to the animated display

of skill and courage.

Returning, upon peace, to his natire state, the government desirous (a
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sentiment at IhrJ time common through Anierica,) to reward whenever it had
tlie p'uver, th'i.ve offirers aiiH sol(!ieis who continued in servicp to th^ last, be •

siouen ufion this distineiiished patriot, the coiiectorship of the port of Baltimore,
the most Iticrfitivi; office within its gilt.

On tlic adoption of the present government of tlie Union, Washington was
called to th(! presiden'-.y, und of coiuse conliiiued Williams, with whose merit
he was particulnrly ri(:()uainted. in his oflice.

Previous to this epoch, he tiiarri«(i Miss Mary Smith, daughter of William
Smith, esq. oi>« of the most vcspectahic inhabitants of the town, by whom he
h:nl four sons, al! of whom survived their patents. General Williams's health
had, for niai.y years before liis dta'.h, been very delicate, resulting from tiie

hardihipt. incincnt to miliiiuy lifi;, ii;creasod in his case by the severe treatment
experiemed while a prisotior in Ai-w York, which vi^M peculiarly oppietsive
while Sir Wni. Howe commaniied the British lorces in America. Vainly at-
ten)pting by change of climate, and every oilier advisable measure, to stop the
inesiaciui; disease, he, unhappily for his country, liis family and frien'ts, fell a
vi-niin to a puinionary complaint in July 1794, on his way to the Sweet Springs.
His aniiahle and discinsolat(> widow soon fell the victim of grief, exhibiting a
rare display of the tciu'erncss micI ardour of ctn jiigal love.

Brigadier ti,cneral WiilianiS was uhout live feet ten inches high, erect and
elegant in form, made for activity rather tiiai, str(?tigth. His countenance was
expres.'ive, and the faithful index of Ins warm and honest heart. Pleasing in
his address, he never failed to lender himself acceptable, in whatever circle he
moved, notwithstanding ;i sternness of character, which was soiin-timi-s nv.ini-

fest'^d with too n>uch asperity. He was cordial to his friends, but coid to all

whose correctness in moral priiiriph' became qnestionahle in his mind. As a
soldier, he may be called a rigid, not cruel disciplinarian, obeying strictly his

superior, he exacted obedience Irom his infriior. H*- posses-ed that range of
mind, although self-educated, which entitled him to the highest military station,

and was actuated by true courage which can refuse as well as give battle.

.Soaiing far above the reach of vulgar praise, he aimed singly at promoting
the common weal, satisfied with the consciousness of doing right, and dc^irlng

Oidy that share of applause, which was justly his own.
There was a loftiness and liberality in his character, which forbade resort to

intrii,ue and hypocricy, in the acconi. lishmeiit of his views, and rejected the

crnlemptible practice of disparaging others to exnlt himself

In the lield <if battle he wa> self-possessed, intelligent and ardent; in camp
circumspect, attentive and systematic ; in counsel sincere, deep, ami per^pica-

cious. During the cani[Kiigiis of general Groe-ie, h ' wms uniformly one of his

few adviscr.s, and held his unchanged confidence. Nor was he less esteemed
by Ins brother oth<;ers, or le.'-s respected by Ids soldiery

Previous to the disbtuidmcnt ot the army, congress manile.'-ted their sense of

Williams's merit and services, by promoting him to the rank of br igadier gem ral,

of which event we have his own acconnt, in alette- to his liiend, major Pendle-

ton, written in Ph.iladelpnia, and dated JMay IS, i7o'2.

" Mt dear PE^D!-KTOW:

*' Y<<ur laconic epistle of the 20th April was handed to me by general Sf
Clair, in the s-ituation you wished. Involved in a scene of tlie most aureeahle
amoseinents, I have scarcely had time for reflection, therefore, if 1 have been
guilty of any omission towards you, or any other of iny Southern friends, I hope
it will be imputed to the infatuating pleasures of the metiopolis.
" Tvly piomotion, (^ior which I am princip illy indebif'd to my invaluable friend,

jjeneral Gn-ene,) miglit prove the efficacy of making ii short campaign to court,
(esj)ecially as it had been once rejected) if the ciicumstances which attended it,

did not ton evi(ieiii!y discover how much the greatest men are actuated by ca-
prire, and how liable the most respectable biuiies are to inconsisieiicies. Upon
the application of generai Greene, seconded by the recommeudaiion of Wasb-
ingloii, the votes of congiess were t-ilven, whether I should or shi uh! not be
made a brigadier, in consequence of former resolves, which veiv clearly, in my
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opinion, gave nie a rii',1'' '" proniotion. It was resolved in the negative. Upon
thebecoiul motion in roiigiess, ilie s;iine letters weie re-consi.lered, am) the man
who^e legal cluiin was rejected, (because it was inconvciiieni, oi might give

umbiai^e to oiiiers,) is promuted in consider-tlion of liis dittin^uished talents and
services. I wish I may be always able to justify and maintain an opinion that

iU cs me sn inuth honour. If congress will please to wink at my impcifections, J

villi be careful not to meddle with theirs.''

General Amduew Pickens was born in Paxton township, Pennsylvania, on

;lie U)lh September, 1739. His parents were fiCm) Irelaorl— his ancestors from

France. When he was a child his fnilier removed to tlif county of Augusta, in

Vng,inia, and in I 752 to the VVaxhaw settlement in Si-uth Carolina Bred on

the Indian frontiers,his first occupation* were hunting and war, those in which our

best patriots have been nursed. In the French war which was concluded by the

pence of 'G'J, he swerved «s a volunteer in • -rant's expedition against the Chern-

kees In the revolutionary contest he took an early and spirited part—was

captain, n\ajor, colonel, and brigadier general successively in the militia of

South Cnrolina ; and by liis constant am* gallant ext-rtions contributed, in an

equal degree with Sumter and Marion, to the liberation of the southrra states.

The reader will have noticed his activity and valour at the Covrpens, at Haw
liver, at Au[:;u!!ta, and at Eutaw, at which last place a nmsket ball which struck

his breast was prevented from proving mortal by the buckle of hi? sword belt.

He commanded in chief in several Indian expeditions. In '79 at Kettle CIreek,

he defeated culuuel Boyd, a very brave officer, at the head of a body of toiies

and Indians, double his own force in numbers This action, in which Boyd was

killed, dispersed and greatly dispiiited the torieg in the western parl^ of South

Carolina and Georgia, and gave an ascendency to the whigs In 1781 he was
equally efficient and successful in an expedition against the 'herokees, which is

recorded in the body of this work. He served in the legislature of South Caio-

lina fiom the close of the war until '91-, when he was darted to congress. In "95

he retired from congiess, and then was re-elected to the state legislature until

he declined that office also H' was unanimously elected major general ol the

first division of South Carolina militia ; and was repeatedly appointed by the

federal government a commissioner to treat with the southe n Indians, in ron-

junction with colonel Hawkins, with governor Blount, and with general Wilkin-

son President Washington offered him a biigade of light troops uuder general

Wayne, against the nonhern Indians, which service he declined. In all his pub-

lic stations his conduct was faithful and efficient, saiisfacto'y to his country, and

honoii able to himself. In 1763 he married iViiss Calhoun, the aunt of the pre-

sent Vice President of the United Slates. She bore him three sons and six

(lnugh(ers, all of whom survived tlieir parents. This great and good military

tl<i lluin died on the 11 th of August, 1817, at Tennessee, in Pendleton district,

-South Carolina, a seat at which he had long resided, and which was peculiarly

interesting to him from having been tht scene of one of his earliest Indian battles.

He was a sincere believei in the Christian religion, and a devout observer of the

Presbyterian form of w(nship His frame was sinewy and active; his habits

were simple, tempi^rate, and industiious. His chararteristics were taciturnity

and truth, prudence and decision, modesty and courage, disinterestedness and

public spirit His letter to the author of ihis work, which details the chief par-

tirnliis ol hi« life, closes with sentiments which harmonise so perfectly with liis

character, that they form a suitable conclusion to a sketch of his life. " At the

sieges of Augusta and iN'inety Six, at the battle o/ Eutaw, and in other services

with the army, you know whetlier I did my duty. An<t I leave it to my country

jto say whetlier I iiave been an humble iiis-trument in the hands of Providence to

its advantage. But whatever tUe public sentiment may be, I have a witness

within myself that in} public life and conduct have been moved and actuated

by ail qrdeut zeal for the welfare and happiae^s of my beloved country.''—Ed.-
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Anthony Wayne whs born in the }-e.Tr 17+5, in West t'hester county,

Pennpylviinifi, of parents who were respccltUile in cnarac'rr Hnrl condition, {lis

granoiither was it captain under VVilhani III., at the battle of the i)0} nt . In

'73, lie was a niernlier of tlie pioviiicial lej^isl tture of FenusylvHnia, ;iik1 as

soon as the dispute httwei n Englan:! and America ccjniinr-nced he took part «ith

the latter. In '75, he coninidndei a regiment, served under iVlontiiomery, and

was wounded at the siege ol Quebec. During the next year, he acted under

Gates at ricondeioga, and was promoted to the rank of brigadier. He wasdis-

tingiiislitd al the battles of Brandywine, Gennantown, and Monmouth. But

his most shining exploit wa? tie r,ti)rniiiig ot Stony Point, where he rereived a

wound in the head, and exhibited n b've of glory far stronger than the Inve of

life; for, supposng liis wound to be moital, he desired to be carried forward

that he might die in tbe enemies works Congress rewarded him by the vote ol

a gold medal, in those days an lioiiour equal to a Roman triumph. He was se-

cond to La P'ayette in 1781, in his Viiginia campaign, and bore a conspicuous

])art in the perils and honours ot the biege of York. Alter tlie tunendei of that

place he was detached witli llie Pennsylvania line to join (,enfral (ireene, and

under his orders completed, as the leader has seen, the liberation of Cieorf^ia.

Alter the war he served in C0ii);ress, at a member of the Honso ot Represenia-

tives In 17;fi, he was selected by Piesnient Washington as commander in

chief against llie western Indians, who, having defeated St. Ciair, had become

formidable. His operations were conducted with great skill and prudeiire, md
afie. gaining a decisive victory ov r their troops, he forced them to conclude a

treaty of peace. In Uecenjber, 1796, he died, leaving behind hiin the reputa-

tion of h.iving been one ol the most distinguished and meritorious offi<> rs ot the

revcdution. His person was robust; his presence comniandin* ; nis manners

graceful ; his temper frank, fi'ry, and generous. His militaiy conduct was

characterized perhaps too much by a love ol fijihting; hut fierce and lormidable

as he was in battle, his ex<essive courage never iJestroyei' his self p<!fse^slOll,

nor obscured tne exiclltnt judgment winch »ie possessed, ami had cultivated

by much reading aud e.xpuiience.—£d.

S.—Page 178.

GENBRAL GREENE'S OFFICIAI, REPORT OF TtlE BATTLE OF GUILFORD,

TO THE riiliSlDENT OF CONGRESS.

Camp ai the Iron JFurks, March 16, 1781.

Sir:
" On the lOtb, 1 wrote to his excellency general Washington, from the High

Rock ford, on the Haw river, (.a copy ot which I enclosed your ex(ellency.) mat

I had effected a junction with the continental regiment ot eighteen months men,

and two considerable bodies of militia, belonging to Virginia and IMoiUi t. aro-

liua. Alter ibis junction, I took the resnlulioii of ati-cking the ei.emy without

loss ot time, and made the necessary .iispojiiion accordingly, being persuaded,

that if we were successful, it would prove ruinous to the enemy, and, if otherwise,

It would only prove a partial evil to us.

The army marched from the High Rock ford on the I2th, and on the 14th

arrived at Guilford. The enemy lay at the Quaker mccting-house, on Deep

river, eight miles from our camp. On the inoinuigol the iSth, our recounoi-

triiig parly reported the enemy advancing on the great Salisbuiy road. The. army

was drawn up in three lines. Tiie line was composed of iNorth Carolina

militia, under the command of geneials LSutlet and Ealon. The second line of

Virginia miliiia, commanded by gener.ds Stevens and Lawson, lormiiig two

brigades, one of Virginia, and one of Maryland continental troops, commanded

by general Hugei and colonel WiUiam.s. Lieutenant colonel Washington, with



444 APPENDIX.

thp dragoons of the first anrl third legiments, a tlelachiiient of light infaritrf^-

c(ii]i|iosf '1 ot cdiititieiitiil nofips, aii.J a regiment ol rili<:iiie,i, 'indcj- rol-.neh

Lyi""''. formed a colp^ot obs-ervaiiou for ttie security ol our right fliini;. l,ieti«<

tPiKint colonel Lef, «ith nis If^ioii, a deiiichineiit ol ii^hi inf^niry ami a rorps

of ifl<-mcn, under roloiiel Cainpbeli, formed a co»ps ol obsKivauoii lur ihe se-

curity of our le:t flank.

'I'he grealei part ol this rotinuy is a wildernf.ss, with a fow rkarnd fields

intoisperbed h.Mo rod there. The army was drawn op on a large lull of ground,

surrounded by other hill;., the {;re.ilfisl iian of whidi was ciivimkiI wiili litnber,

andihick under-brush. 'I'he from line was posted with tn o field piores, just ori

the --dge of tiie woods, and tlie hack of a fence which ran paiallel wiih the line,

with an open field directly in their front. The second line was in the woods,

about three hundred yaids in the rear of the first, and the coulinental troops

abiiul lour hundred yards in the rear of the soroud, with a double fro.it, as the

hilldiew to a point where they were posted; and on the light and Iclt were

two old fields. In this position we waited tlie approach of the enemy, having

previously sent off the bai;i?,nge to this place, apijc.inteii for our rendezvous in

case of a ilefeat. Lieuttnant colonel Lee, with his legion, his infiintry, and

pnrt of his liflcinen, met the eiicmy on their advance, and hiul a seveie skirmish

Willi lieuleiitni colonel i arleton, in which the enemy suffeied greatly Captain

Armstronii, charged the British legion, aiid cut down near tliiity of their dia-

gooos; but as the enemy reinfoiced their parly, lieuienani colonel Lee was
oblig <i to retire, and take his position in the line.

The action commenced by cannonade, which lasted about twenty minutes

;

when the enemy advancefl in three columns: llie Hessitins on the right, the

guards in the centre, hiu' lienieount colonel Webster's brigade on the kit. The
whole moved through the old iields to attuck the iNioftt. Caroliiiu brigades, who
waited the attack until tlie eneiiij got within oiif huiulri d and loriy yards, when
pan of them began to fire, but a considerable part lelt the ground without

firing at all. I'he general and field otfii ers did .ill they coukl to induce the

men to st.<!id their ground; but neither the advantages oi the position, nor any
other consideration could induce them to stay. Geoei;;l Stevens and getieial

La»isnnand the field oificers of those brigades were inoic successful in their

exertions. The Virginia militia gave the enemy a warm reception, and kept

up a heavy fire for a Inns;^ time; but being oetii back, the action became general

almost every where. The corps ot ob!^el valion, under Washingtoii an. I Lee,-

were warmly engaged, and did great execution. Iii a word, the engagement
w.is long and seveie, and the enemy only gained their point by superior dis-

cipline.

riiey having broken the second Maryland regiment and turned our lefi flank,

got into ihn rear ol the Virginia lirigade, and appearing to be gaining on our
right, which would have en'iicled the wiioIl ol ihe continental troops, 1 thought

it iiu)s; advisable to order a relieat. .Vbout this time lieutenant colonel Wash-
ington made a charge with the horse upon a part cl the brigade of guards, and
the first regiinenl ot Maryianders, commanded by colonel (Juuby, and seconded

hy lieutenant colnnel Howard, foUoW'-d the hoise with their bayonets; near the

whole vf tlie party fell a sacrifice. Gener.ii Hugur was tiie last that was enga-

ged, iird gave tli-j enemy a check. We retreated in ^ood order to the Reedy
Fork river, and crosse;* at the laid, about three miles from the field of action,

and then halted, and drew up the troops, niilil we collected most of the strag-

glers. We lost our artillery, and two aniimMiitioii wagons, the greatei ])art of

the horses being killed ht-foie tin' retreat iiegan, and it lieiiig llIlpcs^lble to move
the pieces but .ilong the great road, .\lter collecting our stiaggleis, we retired

to this camp, ten miles distant from Giiillord.

From the best information I can get, the eiieniy's loss is very great ; not It ss,

in killed and wounded, than six huiidied men, Ijesides some few prisoners that

we brouLiiii .IT

Inclosed Isrnd ynur exre'leiiry a return of our killed, wounded and mibsiiig—
most 111 the I: tli r iiave gom- home, as is 'out too cu-.ti,'mary u ith l!ie inililia Hilcr

an action. I cannot learn llial tlie enemy has got any considerable number
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of prisoners. Our men are all in good spirits, and in perfect readiness for

annthor field Hay.

1 oiiiy Ian f lU ttie losb ot several valuable oflicers, vvlio are killed and wniind-

ecl ill till- a- tion Aniong the latter ate geneial Sievens. ^hot through the tb'gh,

and general Hiij^er in the hand; and among the former is major AndTt-on, one

of tiif M.iiylitnd line.

Die firnmesb of tlie offii-ers' and so'diers, dui'itig the whole campaif^n, has

been uiipuralleleil. Arrr^i mniimeriible difticultit- 1 tiic) hiive (^i^covel•eLl a

degit-i- of magnanimity and lorlilude that will lorever add a lustre to tlieir mili-

taiy reputation.''

S—Pn^e 178.

Earl Cornualiis lo lord George Germain.

Guilford, March l7, 1781.

My Lord:

"I n • ve the satisf:iction to inform your lordship, that his majesty's troops

tjndcr my rornmand obiiined a fcitrniii victory on the 15th instant, over the rubej

army i;omniiiiide> by general (irerne.

In pursuance ol my i'.itendtd plan, conimttnxated to your lordshij) in my
despatch No. 7, t had encamped on the loth instant iit the Quaker's mcoting-
hou>e, between the fork;; of I3eepiiver. On t(\e 14th I received inronnatioii

that general Butler, with a hody of North (..irolina militia, and (he expected
reinlorcemi-iits from Virginia, said to consi)-! of a Virginia stale rcg-inient, a
corp.s of \'irginia eighteen months men. three thousand Virginia militia and re-

cruits lor tlie Mai'ylnnd hnc, had joined general (ireene; and llie whole army,
wdiich was reported to amount to liiiie or ten tiiousand men, was martliiiig to

attack ihe British troops. During the atternnoii, inti lligence war broii!,ht,

which was confirmed in the night, that he had advanced that day to'Guiliord,

about twelve miles from our camp Being now persuaded that he had resolv-

ed to hazard an engagement, after detaching lieutenant col.niel Hamilinn with
our wagons and baggage, tsco ted by his own regiment, a detachment >if one
hundred mlainry and twenty cavalry, towards Bell's mill, on Deep rivr-i. I

marched with the re^t of the corps at day break on the morning of Ihu l.jtii,

to meet the enemy, or attack them in their enr.nipmcnt. About lour miles

from Guilford our advanced liuard. coipmanded by lieutenant colonel Tarleton,
fell in with a C(n•p^ of the enemy, cimsisting of Lee'- legion, some back moun-
tain men and Virginia militia, which he attackeii with his usual good conduct
and sjiirit, and dife red ; and continuing our march, we found the rebel army
ported on rising grounds about a mile and a hali from the court-house. 'Ihe

prisoners taken by lieute;iant colonel Tarleton having been sevi-r il days will)

the advanced corps, could give me no account of the enemy's older oi posiiion,

and the country peojile were extremely inaccurate in their desi-ripiion of the

ground. Immedi.tely between the head of the colunni and the enf.n.y's |ii,e

was a considerable plantatiou; one large field of which was on our leit of the

road, and two others, with a wood of about two hundred yards broad, between
them, on our right of it ; beyond tbese fields the wood coiiiinued for sevei'al

miles to our light. The wood beyond the plantation in our front, in the skirt

of which tiie enemy's first line was formed, was about a mile in deptli, the road
then leading lo an extensive space of cleared ground about Ciuillind cowrt-
honse. The woods on our right and lelt were reported to l)e impraciicalile for

our cannon; but as that on our right a|ipeared the most open. 1 resolved to attack
the left wing of the enemy; and wiiiKt .nj disposition was m.iking for tliat pur-

pose, I ordered lic'iieiiant .M'Cleod to bring I'orward the guns and cannonade
their centre.
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Tlip attack was dircctotl to be made in the f'llIovviiifT order. Oil tlic rigiit thn
rPf;iiMeiit of B'>si' .111 I itiu seventy lirsi i.'^iuieiil, Itii hy iii.ijo)- Kei.cr.il Leslie,
and supported by the fiist h^ilialioil of ^iMrds ; on the |i-(t, tiie twenly-tliiid >tn(l

tliirly third regiments, led hy lieutenant cnlonel \Vch.«tPi, and sntJi'Oitcl by the
grenadiers and second Imn.ilinu ol gnHids, ccKUMiiuided hv tiriuailifr OMlara ;

5
the yag«;rs and li:;lit iii(<inlry of the t;U.ifds leniaiiied in ihe ivood on the leU of
the ^uns, niid tl>e i«v.ilr)' in the road, r>;ridy to ncl as rircuinstrimes nii^ht le-
qiiire. Onr prepar-itiorib being n:!uk', the action began at about half iin hour
pa.sl one in the a/ternooii. Major geneial Leslie, alter biMii;; (ibliged, by the
great extent of the enemy's line, to bring up tiie first baitrtlion of guards to the
r)i;ht ol tne re;\iinent ol jjose, soon .n leilel eveiy thiuj b.-fore bin ; lieutenant
colniitl VVi;bfcli'r having jollied ihe led ol' nnjor j^eiirral l.eslie's division, was
no less succeksful in his iVoi.l ; when, on lindiiig that the ul: of tiie thirty-third

u-;is exposed to a beavj fi.e fioin the right wing of the enemy, lie ciiungod Dis

front to the left; and, being suppoited by the yageis and lij^ht infantry of the

guards, attacked and routed h ; the gietiadiei's and second battalion of ilie

guards moving forward to occupy the giound left vacant liy llie inovenient of

lieutenant colonel W eb>iler.

All the iiifantiy being now in t'le line, lieut-^nant colonel Taileton had direc-

tions to keep bis cavalry compact, .11. d i.oi 10 rl'.art,e vvtllKuii [loiitive orders,

excipt to protect any of the corps Iroin the most eviileut rianper ol' being de-

feated, 'i'be exceptive tbickii-'ss of the wools rendertd our ba^'onets of little

use, and enabled the broken eneniy to maiie frequent stands, with an irregular fire,

which occasioned some Uis>-, ami In »overal of the cor.is great deliiy, particu-

larly on our right, wiicre the first hrttiaiion of the f>,uards aiul icgiinent ol ho.e

Verc warmly engaged in front, flaek, and rear, with sonic of the enemy that

had been looted on the fust attack, and. wiiii part of the exlieniily ol liieti

left wing, winch, by the clot-enest. of the woods, liad tjeen pnsM-ii unbroken.

Tne scveut3'-firsl regiment, and greiiailierK, and !«ee.ond battalion of the guards,

not knowing what was pa-siug. on their right, and hearing the lire advance 011

their left, continued to move forward, the artillery keeping pace with them 011

the road, fidlo.'.ed by the c^'val.j'. The second battalion ol guaids lirst gamed
the clear ground near Cinilfoid court-bouse, and found a corps oi continental

inlantiy, much superior in luimher, loitned in the open lield on the Kdt 0/ the

road. Glowing with impatience to »;gnalize inemseh es, they instantly att.icKcd

and defeated them, taking two six jhuiirieis: but pursuing into tiie wood wiili

too much ardour, were tluown into confusion by a heavy fnc, and immoiliati-ly

charged and oiiven back into tlie field by lieutenant cidonel Washington .s ilra-

go'ins, with the loss of the six pounders they had t.iken. I he enemy's cavaliy was
soon repulsed by a well directed fire from two three pounders, jnst brought up

by lieutenant M'Cle.od, and by the appearance ol the gnnadii-rs, of the guards,

and the seventy-first regiment, which, having been imp. ded by some deep ra-

vines, were now coming out of the wood on the right 01 the guards oppo.-<ite to

the court-house. By the spirited exertions ol brigadier general O'Hara, liioiigh

wounded, the second ballalion ol the guards was soon rallied, and, su|)pcii leri

by tne grenadiers, returned tr) the ciiaige with the gieatest aiaciity. The twen-

ty-third regiment arriving at tlMt instant Irotn our left, and lieutenant colonel

'I'arlelon h iving advanced with part (d the cavalry, the enemy weie soon put

to fiigbt, and the t>vo six j)<!onriers once more fell into our band.-i; two anmanii-

tion wagons, and two other six pounders, being all the artillery they had in tlie

field, were iikev. ise taken About this lime, the tiiirty-third regiment and liglit

infantry of the guards, alter ovetcoining muiy difficulties, coinplelely routed me
corps which was opposed to tliein, and put an end to the action in this quarter.

The iwenty-tliird and seventy -first_ regir.ients, with part of the c valiy, were or-

dered to pursue; the lemainder of the cavalry was detached with lieutenant

colonel Tarleton to our light, wbere a heavy fire still continueii, ami wnete his

appearance and spirited iitack contrihuied much to a speedy termination of the

action. 'J'be iniliiia with which onr right wmg had been eng^iged, dispersed in

the woods; the coiiiiiieutals went oil by the Kced) Fork, bi-yoin) which it was

not ill my power to follow them, as their cavalry had suffered but little. Our
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troops were excessively fHtigued by an adion whirli lasteiJ an hour and a h.ilf,

and our wounded dis|icisert ovei an extensive space oi country, reqi ired iniiue-

diRte altenlion The care of nui vvounded, auil the total want of provi-

sions in an exiiausted countiy, made it pqu'illy iniposs^ihle forme to tollow the

blow tlie next day. The enemy did not stop until they got to the iion works on
Troublesoine creek, eigliteen niiies from the field of battle.

From our observation and the best accounts we could procure, we did not •

doubt but the strenj<th of the ene.iiy exceeded sfvcn thokisaud men; their mili-

tia composed tiieir line, wilh parties a'ivnnced to the rails of the field in their

front; tlie coniinenlals wen: posted oliii(juely in thu ivar of iheii riglit wing.

Their cannon firetl on us wiiilst we weie lorminy; from the centre of the line

of militia, but were withdrawn to the continemals before the attadc

( have the honour to inclosi^ to your loi di-hip the list of our killed and wound-
ed. (Japtsin Sclnitz''s wound is supposed to be mortal; but the surgeons as-

sure me that none of the other officers are in fiai/ger ; and that a great number
of the men will soon recover. I cannoi aseert.iiii the loss of the euemj', but it

must have been considerable ; between two and tliree hundred dead were left

upon the field ; many of their wounded tluit were able to move, whilst we were
employed in the care of our own, escaped and followed the routed enen.y ; and
our cattle, drivi-rs, and fnrage paiiies, have repoaed to me that the houses, in a

circle of six or eight miles around us, are full of others. Those that remained
we have taken the best care of in our ptiwer. VVe took few prisoners, ow ii;; to

the excessive thickness of the wood faciluatioj^ their escape, and every man of
our army buing repentedly wantiui lor action.

The conduct and actions of tlie officer;, and soldiers that compose thi.s little

army will do more justice lo tiieir ineiii tliaii I ciin by words. Ttieir persever-

ing intrepidity in action, their invincilile patience in the hardships and fatif;ues

of a march of ab' ve six hundred milesi, in which they have forded sevHral large
livers and numberless creeks, many of which would ae reckoned large rivers in

any other country in the world, witiiout tents or coveriiig against the climate,

and often without provisions, will sufficiently manliest their ardent zeal for the

honour and interest of their sovereign and their country.

I have been prirtirolarly indebted to m.ijoi gmeral Leslie for his gallantry

and exettion in the action, as well as his assistance in every other part of the

service. I'he zeal and sj)irit of brigadier general O'Hara merit my highest

commendations; for after receiving two dangerous wounds, he continued in

the field whilst the action lasted; by his earnest attention on all other occa-
sions, seconded by the officers and soldiers of his brigade. Hi- majp:.ty's guards
are no less clistinguisiied by their order aud discipline than by their spirit and
valour.

The Hessian regiment of Bose deserves my warmest, praises for its discipline,

alacrity and courage, anil does honour to major du Buy, who commands it, ami
who is an officer of superior merit I am much obliged to brigadier general
Howard, who served as a voluuteer, for his, spirited example on all occasions.

Lieutenant colonel Webster conducted hi* brigade like an officer of experi-

ence and 4;allHn(ry. Lieuieuaiil colonel Tarleioii's good conduct and spirit,

in the management of his cavalry, were lon.sjiicuims during tlie whole action;

and lieutenant iMHy'leod, who commanded the artillery, jKoved himself upoH
this, as well as all lornier cccasiot;*, a most capable and fif serving officer.

TIk. attention and I'xertions of my aid-de-camjii, and of allthe other public

officers of the army, contributed very much to the success of the day.

1 ti.ive cinst.intly received the inosl zealous assistance licm governor Martin
during my comiir.nd in the southern district : hoping tiiat his pre.-ence would
ten.! lo incite the loyal subjects of this proviuce to take au active part with us,

he has cheettiilly suhmittud to the fatigues and dangers of our campaign; but
his delicate consiitutiou has sntTored by bis public spirit; fur, by the advice

of the pnysiciaus, he is now obliged to return to t-gland for the recoveiy of

.•lis health.

This jtart of tho coBPtry is so totally destituta of subsistence, tliat f«rage tt
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not nearer tlian nine miles, and th(» soldiers have i)pcn two days without bread.

I shall, therefoie, leave about seventy of the worst ot 'he woiiii lerl rases ai the

New GrtT'leu qunk^it mf^etinghouse with proucr assistance, and niovt! tliK rft-

inainder with the Mrniy to-nioiTow moining to Bell's mill. I hope our friends

will heartily take a;i active part with lis, to whicii I shrill continue lo encou-

rage them ; siiU iipproaching our sluppini; by easy marches, that we may pro-

cure the necessary supplies for furilicr operations, and lodge our sick and
wouiiilefl wheie (noper ciiteiition can be paid to tliein.

This despatch will be delivered to your lordship by my aid-de-camp, captain

Brodrick, who is a very promisiiii; i (Fici-r, aucl whom I beg leave to recom-

mend to your lordship's countenance and favour, Mc.''

(^._Page S3«.

Heaclquarlers, Marlins Tavern, near Fi-rirtison''s Hivamp, South Carolina,

September 11, 1781.

Stit:

In my last despatch of the 25th of Aue;iist I informed your excellency that we
were on our niarrh for Fryrlay's feriy, to fonn a iunctioii with the btatc tioops,

and a body of militia, collecting at that place, with an intention to nuikc- an

attack upon the British aruiy laying at colonel Thompson's, near M'Cord's

ferry. On the 27th, on our ai rival near Fryday's ferry, I got intelligeace that

the enemy were leiiring.

We crossed the river at HowelTs feriy, and took post at Motte's plantation.

Heie I got iiitelligKnce that the enemy had lialted -it the Eutaw Spiings, about

forty miles below us; and that tney had a reinforcement, and were making pre-

parations to establish a permanent post there To prevent this, I was deter-

mined rather to hazir i an action, notivilhstandini; our numbers were greatly

inierior to theirs On the 5th we began our march, our baggage and stoies

having been ordered to Howell's ferry under a proper guard. We moved by

slow and easy marches, as well to disguise our real intention, as to give gene-

ral tlarion an opportunity to join us who had been dttached for the support of

colonel Hatdt>n, a report of which I transmitted in my lett.T of the 5ih, dated

Mavbrick'.s creek. General Mai'ion joined us on the evening of the Tth, at Bur-

dell's plnntatioii, seven inijes from the enei)iy''s ramp.

We made the following disposition, and inarrhed at four o'clock the next

morning to attack the enemy. Our front line was c<miposed of four small bal-

lalions of militia, two of North and two of South Carolinians : one of the South

('aiolinians was under the immediate command of general Marion, and was
posted on the right, who also c(Mnnianded the Iront line . tlie two Nortii Caro-

lina battalions, under the command of colonel Malmady, were jxisted in il.e

centre; and the other South Carolina batt.ilion, under the command ofg-Mi^ral

Pickens, was posted on the I'^ft Our second line consisted of throe small ori-

sades of continental troops,—om- from Noilh Carolina, one from Virginia, .Tud

one from Vlarylantl. The Noitli C)arolinians were formed into three battalions,

Ainiler the ronmiand of lieutenant colonel Ash, majois Armstrong and Blount;

the whole commaiidefl by general ^umner. and posted upon the right. The \ ir-

*inian> consisted of two battalions, coniminded by major Sncad and captain

Edmonds, and the whole by lieutennit cidonel Campbell, and posted in the

centre. The Marylanders also consisted ol two battalions, commanded by

lieutenant colonel Howard and major Hardman, and the brigade l)y colonel

Williams, deputy adjutant general to the army, and were ported upon the left.

Lieutenant colonel f^ee with his legion covered our right flank ; and lieutenant
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colonel Henderson with the state troops, commanded by lieutenant colonels
Hampton, Vti dl'trii), and Pnlx, our left Lieutenwit c.loriel VVasiiitigton witli

his hoise, snrl the Deliware troops uii'ler ciiptain Kirkvvooil, formed a rcirps d.i

reserve. Two three pounders under i-aptain lieutenant i-iaines advanced with,

the fiont line, and two sixes under captain Bowne with the second.
The legion and stale tronps formed our advance, and were to retire upon the

flanks upon the enemy's forminj^. In this order we mored on to the attack.
The-legion and state troops fell in with a party of the enemy's horse and foot,

about lour mil.'s from :heir camp, who, mistaking our people for a paty of
niililia, charge! them briskly, hut weie soon ronvinced of their mistake by thft

reception they met with. The infantry of the stale ironps kept up ah.^avy fire,

and the Icginn in froii' under captain Rudolph, rharg.'d them wiih fi.xc') bayo-
nets: they fl\',i on all sides, leaving four or five dead on The ground, a jd several

more wounded. As this was supposed to be the advance of the British army»
our front line was ordered to ffirm and move on briskly in line, the legion and
state troops to lake their position upon the flanks. All the country is covered
with timber frnni the place the action brgan to the Eutaw Springs. The firing

began again between two and three mil^s from the liritish camp The militia,

were ordered to keep odvanring as they fired. The enemy's advanced parties

were soon driven in, and a most treineiutou-. fire began on botn sides fron. righ»

to led, and the legion and state tronps were closely engaged, (ieneial Marion,
colonel Malmedy and general Picken.s conducted the troops with greit gallantry

and good conduct ; and the militia longht with a degree of spirit and fit miess

that reflects the highest honour upon that cla^s of soldiers But the enen'y'ft

fire being greatly superior to ours, and continuing to advance, the militia b-^ua
to Live ground. The Nortti Carolina brigade, under general Sumner, was or-

dered up to thsir support. These were all new levies, and had been undev

discipline but litile more than a inontti ; notwithstanding which they fought with

a degree of obstinacv that would do honour to tlie best of veterans ; and I conld

hardly tell which to admire roost, the gallantry of the .-fficers or the bravery of

the troops. They kept up a heavy and well directed fire, and the enemy re-

turned it with equi'l spirit, for they reilly fought worthj' of a better cause,

and great execution was done on both sides. In tUn stage of the action, the

Virginians under lieutenant colonel Campbell, and the Marylan.lers under c(do-

nel Williams, were led on to a britk charge, with trailed amis, through a heavy

eann nade and a shower of musket balls, .\othing could e.xceed the gallantry

and fiiinness of both r fficers and soldiers upon this occasion. They preserved

their order, and pressed on with such unshaken resolution that they bore down

all before them. The enemy were routed in all quarters. Lieutenant colonel

Lee had, with great address, gallantry, and good conduct, turned the enemy's

left flank, and was charging them in rear at the same time the Virginia and

Marvland troops were charging the'li in front. A most valuable officer, lieutenant

colonel Henderson, got wounded early in tlie action; and lieutenant colonel

Hampton, who commanded the state cavalry, and who fortunately sue

ceeded lieutenant colonel Henderson in command, charged a party of the ene<ny,

and took upwards of one hundreil prisoners. Lieutenant colonel Washington

brought up the corp.s de reserve upon thfl left, where the enemy seemed disposed

to make further resistance; and charged them so briskly with the cavalry and

captain Ki.kwood's infantry, as gave th;-m no time to rally or form. Li utenant

colonels Polk and Middletn'n, who commanded the state infant" y, were no less

conspicuous lor their good rondgci than their intrepidity; and the troops under

their command gave a specimen of what may be expected from men, naturally

brave, when improved by proper discipline. Captain lieutenant Gaines, who

commanded the three pounders with the front line, did great execution un'.il his

pieces were liS'Oonntjd. We kept close at the enemy's heels after they broke,

until we got into th'.'ircamp, and a great number of prisoners were continually

falling into our hands, and some hundreds of the fugitives ran ofi towards

Charleston. But a party threw themselves into a large three story brick house,

which stands near the spring; others took post iu a picqueted garden, wnile

others were lodged in an impenelrdblc thicket, consisting of » cragged shrub-
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called a black j^rk. Thus securpt) in front, and upon the right by tht hou£«

an'' n deip rHVMi. . upon the left by the pirqueieri ganlen aiiH in the impenetra-

ble shrubi, mill the rear aUo being seruted ty tiie t-piings onri dn p hollow ways,

the enemy renewed the action. Kvety exertion was rriade to (li^lo(1ge them.

Lieutenant rolomjl Washington made most astonishing, efforts to gel throujih the

tJiii ket to chnr^e the enemy in the rear ; but found it impractirable, had his

horse shot uii'li-r liim, and was wounded an-l taken prisoner. Four tix ponuHers

wie or<lered up belnre tlie boost—two of our own, and two of the enemy's,

-which they hid abHU'toned—and they were puslied on so much under the com-

u.aiid of the fue from the house and the party in tl.e thicket, as rendered it inn-

prartieable to bring Iheni off a^ain when the trocps w.ie ordeied to retire.

ISever were pieces better seived ; most ol the men and officers were either killed

or uounded, Washington ftiling, in his charge upon the left, and the legion

baffled in an attempt upon the ri'zht, and finding our infantry galled by the fire

of the enemy, and our ammunition mostly consumed, tliough both officers and

men roniimicd to exhibit nnconunon acts of heroism, I thoufjht proper to re'ire

out of the five of the house, and draw up the troops at a little distance in the

woods; not thinking it .idvisable to push our advantages fuithcr, being persuad-

ed the enemy could not hold tlie post many tiouis, and that our chance to attack

them on the retreat was better than a srrond attempt to dislodge them, in which,

if we succeeded, it must be attended with considertible loss.

We collected all our woumled. except sXich as were under the command of the

fir" of the house, and retired to the ground, from which we marched in the

morning, there beino no water nearer, and the troops ready to faint with the

h> at, and WiHit of refie.'hment, the action having continued near four hours. I

left on the field of action a strong pirquet, and early in the morning detached

general Marion and lieutenant colonel L^^e with the legion horse between Eu-

taw and Ch.M-lesion, to prevent any reinforcements from coining to the relief

ol the enemy ; and also to retard their marrh, thould they attempt to retire, and

give time to the arniv to fall upon their rear and put a finishing stroke to our

successes. We left two pieces of our artillery in the hands of the enemy, and

brought off one of theirs On the evening of the 9tl), the enemy retired, leaving

Tjpwards of seventy of their wounded behind them, and not less than one thou-

sand stand of arms thrit were picked up en the field, and found broke and con-

cealed in the Eutaw Springs. I'hey stove between twenty and thirty puncheons

of rum, and destroyed a grent variety of other stores, which they had not car-

riaaes tii carry off. We pursued them the moment we got intelligence oi their

retiring. But they formerl a junction with m.ijor M'Arthur at this place, gene-

ral Marion and lieutenant colonel Lee not having a force sufficient to prevent it

:

but on our approach they retired to the nei^ihbourhood of Charleston. We have

taken five hundred prison^-is, inrliiding the wounded the enemy left behind ; and

I think th-y cannot have suffered less th^in six hundred more, in killed and wound-

ed. The fugitives that fled from the field of battle spread such an alarm that

the enemy burnt (heir stores at Dorchester, and abandoned the post at Fair

Lawn; and a great number of ne;;roes and others were employed in felling

trees across the road for son.e miles without the gates of Charleston. Nothing

but the brick house, and the peculiar stren^ili oi the jiositioii at Eutaw, saved

the remains of the British army f,nni being all made prisoners.

We pursued them as far as this place; but not being able to overtake them,

we shall halt a day or two to refresh, and then take our old position on the High

Hdisol Santee. I think myself principally indebted for the victory we obtained

to the free use of the bayonet made by the VirEioians and Marylnndeis, the in-

fantry of the legion, and captain Kiikwood's^ light infantry : and though few ar-

mies ever exhibited equal bravery with ours in general, yet the conduct aj:d intre-

pidity of these cops were peculiarly conspicuous. Lieutenant colonel Campbell

fell as he was leading his troops to the charge, and llicugh he fell with distin-

guished marks of honour, yet his loss is muclvto bs regretted : he was the great

solriier and the firm patriot.

Our loss ill officers is considerable, more from tlieir value than their number r

for never did either men or officers offer their blood more willingly in the service
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of fheir country. I cannot help acknowie iginj my obligations to colonel Wil-

liams lor liis grcHt acli\ iiy on tins and niHuy otiit-r occxsiiiiis in loi niing the

army, and for his tincominon iiiirepidiiy iu leaMiiigou tlie Vlaryland tioops to the

charge, which excefcleii nny thing I evei saw. 1 h1;o feel myself greHtly indebt-

ed to captains Fierce and Pendleton, major Hyi:ie and captain Sfhubrick, my
aids-de-camp, lor iheii activity and good conduct throughout the whole of the

action.

Tflis despatch will be haiid-'c! to your excellency by captain Pierce, to whom
I beg leave to refer you for further particuluis.

1 have the honour to, ic
NATH. GKEENE.

His Excellency the President of Congress.

Q._Pagfi 338.

Extract of a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Stewart to Earl Comwallis.

Eulaw, Stplt.mber 9lh, 1781.

With particular satisfaction I have the hnnoui to infoim your lordship tnat,

on the 8th instant, I was .ittacked by the rebel general Greene with all the

force he could collect in this province and North Carolina ; and after an obs'ia-

ate engagement, which lasted near iwo hours, [ totally defeated hint, ami took
two six pounders. Soon after 1 had the honour of writing your lordship from
Thompson's, I received information of (Jreene's ha ving moved with the rfbel ai-

»ny towards Camden, and crossed th"' Wateree at that place, and, fnitn the best

intelligence I could collect, was on his march to Fryday's ferry, on the Uongi-
ree. The army under my command being much in want of nC'-essarie*, and
there being at the same time a convoy with provision? on their march from
Charleston, which would necessarily have obliged me to make a detachment of
at least four hundred men—which at that time I could ill afl'ord, the army being

much weakened by sickness— to meet the convoy at Vlartin's, fifty-siA miles

from the camp. The distance being so great, a smaller esco/l was liable to

fall by the enemy's cavalry, which are very numerous. I t!ieref'>re ihought it

advisable to retire by slow marches to the Eutaws, where I niignt have an op-

poitunity of receiving my supplies, and disencumber myself iVom the sick, with-

out risking any escorts, or suffer myself to be attacked at a disadvantage, should

the enemy have crossed the L,oiigaree. Notwithstanding every exeition having

been made to gain intelligence of the enemy's sUualion, they rendered it impos-

sible by way-laying the by-paths and passes through the different sv.'.tnips, end
even detained different flags of truce which 1 had sent on public business on both

sides. About sis o'clock in the morning I received intelligence by two deser-

ters, who left general Greene's canip the preceding evening about seven Hiiles

from this pl.->.ce; and from their report the rebel army consisted of near four

thousand nen and four pieces of cannon. In the mean time [ received intelli-

gence by major Coffin, whom I had previouslj- detached v.ith one hundred and
forty infantry and fifty cavalry, in order to gain intelligence of the enemy, that

they appeared in force in his front, then about four miles from my camp. Find-
ing the enemy in force so near me, I determined to flight them; as fioni their

numerous cavalry a retreat seemed to me to be attended with dangerous rotise-

q; ences. I immediately formed the Mne of battle, with the right of the army te

Eutaw's branch, and its left crossing the road leading to liuche's plantation,

leaving a corps on a c'>nimaiiding situation to cover the Charleston road, and to

act occasionally as a reserve. About nineo clofk tlie action began on the right,

and soon after became general. Knowing that the enf-my were murh superior

in numbers, and at the same time finding that they att-icked with their militia

in front, induced me not to alter my posiiion, unless I saw a certain advantage 'o

be gained by it; for by moving forwa^^^ I e.i{posed hoth flanks of the arin> to

the enemy's cavalry, which 1 saw ready formed to take that advantage, particur

Jaiiy on the lefc, which obliged ni? to move the reEerve to support it.
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r?v nn unkHown mistake the left of iho line advanced anil ilrove ilieir militia

and North Larnliiiiaus bttorclhemi but uiiPAipociciliy funliii;; the \ iigiiiia and

^: , yl uui liiitsi n'aJy lonned, aiiii iu the f.i.iiu' time rectivini: a lieavy fire, oc-

casioned Bonie confusion. ]l was, iheicfme, iiorcssary to retire a little distance

to .III open field, in order to l(irm ; wh'( h wms itistauily done, under cover ol a

beavy, wcll-dirccteci fire from a deiarhment of Nt-w Yoik volunteers, unlet the

coinniand of major Slieiidan, ivlioin 1 iiad |irevic>usly oiiieied to take post in the

hoiine to check the enemy, should they am.npt t'» pass it. Tin; action was re-

newed with great spiiit ; hut 1 was sorry to liu'l that a three pounder, ])Osted on

the ro.id leadui/f to Roche's, had been disahled, and could jint hi- broutilit off

when the left of the line retired. The lighi win; of the army being composed of

the (lank battalion, under the command of major Majorihanks, havinj; lepuised

and drove e\ery ining that attacked tliein, made a rapid move to the lelt, and

attacked the enemy in flank ; upon which they gave way in all quarters, le;iving

behind tbein two brafi^ six ])ouii'lers, and upwi^rd^ of two hiuidivd killed on the

fiel" of dctioii, and sixty tuken prisoners, among whom is colonel \A i.shington,

and, from every other information, about eij;ht hundred woundod, although they

contrived to cany them off during the action. The tnemy retired with (jreat

precipitation to a strong situation about seven miles from the field of action,

leaving their cavaliy to cover their retreat. The glory of the day would have

been more coinpli-te, had not the want of cavalry prevented my taking the ad-

vantage which the gallantiy of my infantry threw iu n.y way.

I omitted to inform your lordship in its proper place of the army's having for

sotiif time been much in want of bread, there being no old corn or mills near me

I was, therefore, unoer the necessity of sending out rooting partn-s from each

corps, undtr an officer, to collect potatoes every mouiing at day-br«<ik ; and

unfoituniitely that of the flank battalion and buffs, having gone too far in front,

fell into the enemy's hands before the action began; which not only weakened

my lines, but increased their numher of prisoners

Since the action, our time has been employed in taking care of the wounded ;

and. finding that the eneiny have no intention to make a second attack, I have

det. rmined to cover the wounded as far as Monk'sCoiner with the army. My
particular thanks are due lieutenant lolnml Ciuger, wiio cominaiided the front

line, for his conduct and gallan'ry duiing the action; and lieuieuant colonel

Alhn, majors Dawson, Stewart, Sheridan and Coftiii, and to cajitains Kelly

and tainpbcU, commandii e the different corps and detachnients ; .^nd every

other nffirer and soldier fulfillerl the separate duties ot tneii stations with great

galldatiy But to major .viajoiibanks, and the flank bnti^iliun under his com-

mand, I ihmU ihf h. ni'ur of the day is greatly due. My warmest p.aise is due

to crij tain B-trry, deputy adjutant general, ni^ijor brigade Cohon, lieutenant Kan-

ken, assistant quaiter master general, and to acting major of brigade Roeuuck,

for the gieat as-istance rendered me during the day.

I hope, my lord, when it is consideie>i that such a handful ^if men, attaiked

by the united force of gencr^ils Greene, Sumter, Marion, Sumner and I'lckcs,

and ihr legions of colonels Lee and Washington, drivini; them from the fit Id of

battle, and taking the only two six nonndcrs they had, deserve some merit In-

closed is the leiurn of the killed, wounded and missinj: of his majesty's troops.

.From the number of corps and detachments, which appear to have been engag-

ed. It m -y be supposed our force is great; but your lo dship will please to ob-

serve, that the army was much icdoced by sickness and otherwise. I hope your

lordship will excuse any inaccuracy that may he in this letter, as 1 have been a

good deal indisposed by awiiund which i received in my left elbow, which,

though slight, fiom its situation is troublesome. U will give me most Singular

pleasure if my conduct meets with the approbation of his majesty, that ol your

lordship, and my country.

Return of Killed, Wounded, and Missing.

3 commissioned officers; 6 sergeants; 1 drummer; 75 rank and file, killed.

^6 ditto. 'JO ditto. 2 ditto. 3i3 ditto. wounded.

iO ditto. 1.5 ditto. 8 ditto. 1224 ditto. missing.
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Head Quarters at Montmorenci, on the Rner St. Latcrence, Septtmhcr 2d,

17o9.

Siti:

" I wish I could, upon this occasion, have the honour of transmiting to you
a more lavour.ibl-' account of his iiiajfsty's arms ; but i'.te obstHi les we have met
Mith, ill the operations o( the campaign, are much greater than we had leason
to expect, or coulrf foiesce ; iiot so much from the number of the enemy, (though
tujjirior to us,) us Ironi the uaiuial stietigth of the country, which the Maiquis
lie ,\J()iitcalni seems wisrly to depend upon.

VVi.en 1 le .rned ttiat siircoius of ull kinds had been thrown into Quebec;
th.n five, battalions of regulur troops, completed from the best of the inhabi-
lai:ts of the country, soir.e o-*^ the ir(!Ops (,f ihe colony, and every Canadian
llinl was abli- ti; bear arms, bcsi .es several nations of i,avHges, jiad taken the

fn iJ in a very advanlas;e<.us sitiiaiion I could not flatter myself, that I should
be sble to reriuC' the place. I soiight, bowever, an occrision to attuck their

army knowing well, thni with these troops, I was able to fight, and hoping that
a victoiy iright dis-perst- them.

We lounn them «:ncani|); d along the shore of Beauport, from the river St.

riiriili-> to the falls (i| N;(Miii!ii reiici, ano intrenihed in every accessible pirt.

The 27th June wc landed upon the isle ol Oileans ; hut receiving areturniii" mes-
sage tidi.'i the admiral, that iheie was reason to think tlie enemy had aiiiJJery,

and a force upon the point oi Levi, I detuchid brigadier Monckton, witn four
battalioiK, to orive 'hem from thmce. .IJe passed the river the i;9th, at night,
and inaiched tlip iifxt day to the point; be obliged tbf enemy's irregulars to re-
tire, and poste^sed himself o( that post: the aMvanced panies, upon this occa-
sion, had two or ihiee skMinisliet. wiih the Canadians and luitiaub, with littl&

loss en (ither side.

C"lon- I C iuleton inarched with a detachment to the westernmost of the isle

ot Orleans, from whence our opeiations were likely to bej^in.

It was absoiutt ly necessary to |)ossess these two points, and fo-ti-^y them ;

because fr(ini either the one or the other, the enemy iiuglit make ii impossible
for any ship to lit- in the bason ol Quebec, or even wilhii, uvo miles of it

Balteiub of cannon and nuutars were ereclt-d, witti great despatch, on the
point ol Levi, to bombaid the town and magazine.-^, and to injuie tlie works
and battel ies. The en.my perceiving these vvoiks in some forwaidnet,!,, passed
the river with IGOU men, to attack and dcstioy them. Unluckily they fell into
confusion, fired upon one another, and went buck again j by which we losv an
oppoauiiity of defeating this large oetacbinent. The effect ol this artillery has
been so g, eat,

.
though across the river,) that the upper town is considerably

daiiiriged, aqd the lower town entirely destroyed.
The works for the security of our hos|)ithls and stores, on the isie of Orleans

being finished, on the 9th of July, at niytit, we passed the iXonh CliaoiiH), and'
encamped sear the enemy's left, the Montmorenci between us. The'iu-xt
morning captain Dank's company of rangers, posted in a wood to cover some
wo.kincn, were attacked and def-ated by u body of Indians, and had so many
killed and wounded, as to be almost disal)led for the rest of the campaion. The
enemy also suffered in tnis affair, and were in their turn driven off by lire nearest
troops.

The ground to the eastward of the falls seemed to be, (as it really is,) higher
than that on tiie enemy's side, and to comma, d it in a iiKii.nei wni.b mi'ln be
useful to us. There is besides, a ford below the falls, which m:ry be passed f r'^some
hours in the latter part of the ebb, and beginning of the flood tide; and 1 had
hopes, that possibly means inigiit be louiid of passing the river above, so as:
to fight the marquis de Moiucblm, upon lerms of less disadvantage than di-
rectly attacking his entren.-hm(Mits In reconnoitring the river Montmorenci
we Inund It loidable at a place about three ,Miles up; but ih.- opposite bank
was entrenched, and so steep and woody, that it was to no purpose to at-
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tempt a passage there.' The escort was luice attacked by the Iiidiins, who
wore as often repuls<;il ; but in these rencounters, we had forty (officers and
men) killed and wounded.

Tiie 18ih of July, t^-. o men of war, two armed sloops, and two transports

with some troops on board, passed by the town without any loss, and got

into the upper river. This enabled me to reconnoitre the country above,
where I found the same attention on the enemy's side, and great ilifficuities

on ours, arising from the nature of live ground and llie obstacles to our com-
munication with the flpct. But what I feaied most was, tiiat if we shnultl

land between Ihe town and the river, captain Rouge, tlie body first landed,

could not be reinforced before they were aitncked by the enemy's whole army.
Notwithstanding these ilifficuliics, I thought onre of attempting it at tit.

Michael's, about three miles above the town ; but perceiving that ttie enemy
were jealous of the design, were preparing against it, and had actually brought

artillery and a mortar, (which being so near to Quebec, tliey could increase as

(hey pleased,) to play upon the shipping; and as it must liave been manj
liours before we could attack them, even supposing a favourable night for the

boats to pass by the town unhurt, it seemed so hazardous, that I thought it best

to desist.

However, to divide the enemy's force, and to draw their attention as high up
the river as possible, and to pr'i^.ure some inlelligencc, I sent a detachment un-

der the command of colonel Carleton, to land at the poiiu de Treinpe, lo attack

whatever he might find there, bring off some prisoners, and all the uselul papers

he could get. i had been inlormed, that a number of the inhabitants oi Quebec
had retired to that place, and that probably we should find a magazine of pro-

visions there.

The colonel was fired upon, by a body of Indians, the moment he landed,

but they were soon dispersed, and driven into the woods; he searched for ma-
gazines, but to no purpose, brought off some prisoners, and returned with lit-

tle loss.

Al'ter this business, I came back to Montmorenci, where 1 found ihat briga-

dier Townshend had, by s superior fiie, prevented the French from erecting a

battery on the bank of tlie river, from whence they intended to cannonade our

camp. I now resolved to take the first opportunity which presented itself, of

attacking the enemy, though posted to great advantage, and every where pre-

pared to receive us.

A« the men of w ar cannot, (for want of a sufficient depth of water,) come near

enough to the enemy's entrenidnnents, to annoy tliein in the least, the admirai

had piepared two transports (drawing but little water,) which, upon occasions,

could be run aground, to favour a descent. With the help of these vessels, which

I understood would be earned by the tide close in shore, 1 |)ropo»ed to make
myself master of a detached redoubt, near to the water's edge, and whose

situation appeared to be out of musket shot of the entreiichment upon the hill.

If the enemy supported this detached piece, it would necessarily lirino; on an

engagement, what we most wished for; and if n(it, 1 should ..avc it in my
power to examine their situation, so as to be able to determine where wc
could best attack them.

Preparations were accordingly made for an engagment. The 3Ist of July ii>

the foienoon, the boats of the fleet were filled with gienadiers, and a part of

brigadier Monckton's brigade from the point of Levi. Thj tw;- origades uniler

the brigadiers Townshend and Murray, were ordered to he in readiness lo pass

the ford, when it should be thought necessary. To facilitate the passage of this

corps, the arimiral hud placed the Centurion in the channel, so that she might

check the fire of the lower battery, which commanded the ford This ship was
of great use, as her fire was very judiciously directed. A great qniintiiy of

artillery was placed upon the eminence, so as to batter and enfilade the left of

iheir entrenciinients.

From the vessel which ran aground, nearest In, 1 observed that the redoubt

was too much cnininaiided, to br kept w chout very great loss, anr) the more, at

the two armed ships could not he bruu^nt near enough to cover both with their
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artillery and musketry, which I at first conceived they might. But as the enemy
seemed in some confiieion, and we were prepared for %ri action, I thought it

a proper time to malie au attempt upniitlieir entrenchments. Orders were sent
to the brigadier generals, to be ready with the corps under their command.
Brigadier Monciitou was to land, and the brigadiers Townshend and iVlurray
to pass the ford

At a proper time of the tide, the signal was made, but in rowing towards
the shore, many of the boats grounded upon a ledge that runs off a considera"
ble distance. This accident put us into some disorder, lost a great dealof
time, and obliged me to send an otticer to stop brigadier Townshtnd's march
whom I then observed to be in motion. While the seamen were getting the
boats off, the enemy fired a number of shells and shot, but did no considerable
damage. As soon as this disorder could be tel a little to rights, and the boats
were ranged in a prouer manner, some of the officers of the navy went in with
nie, to find a better place to land j we took one Hat bottomed boat with us to
make the experiment, and as soon as we had found a fit part of the shore, the
troops were ordered to disembark, thinking it not yet too late for the attempt.

The thirteen companies of grenadiers, and two hundred of the second royal
American battalion, got first on shore. The grenadiers were ordered to form
theinielves into four distinct bodies, and to begin the attack, supported by bri-
gadier Monckton's corps, as soon as the troops had passed the tord, and were
at hand to assist. But whether from the noise and hurry at landing, or from
some other cause, the grenadiers, instead of forming themselves as they were
directed, ran on impetuously, towards the enemy's entrenchments in the utmost
disorder and confusion, without waiting for the corps which were to sustain
them, and join in the attack. Brigadier Monckton was not landed, and briga-
dier Townshend was still at a considerable dist.ince, though upon his march
to join us in very great order. The gren>idier» were checked by the enemy's
first fire, and obliged to shelter themselves in or about the redoubt which the
Frencii abandoned upon their approach. In this situation they continued for
some time, unable to form under so hot a fire, and having many gallaut officers
wounded, who, (careless of their persons.) had been solely intent upon their
duty, I saw the absolute necessity of railing them off, that they might form
themselves behind brigadier Monckton's coips, which was now landed, and
ilrawn up on the beach, in exiieme good order.

By this new accident, and this second delay, it was near night ; a sudden
storm came on, and the tide began to make ; so that I thought it most advisable
not to persevere in so difficult an attack, lest, (in case of a repulse,) tho retreat
of brigadier Townshend's corps might be hazardoijs and uncertain.

Our artillery had a great effect upon the enemy's left, where brigadier*
Townshend and Murray were to have attacked ; and it is probable that if those
ticcideuts I have spoken of had not happened, we should have penetrated there,
whilst our left and centre (more remote from our artillery) must have borne
all the violence of iheir musketry.

The French did not attempt to interrupt our march. Some of their savages
came down lo murder such wounded as could not be brought off, and to scalp
the dead, as th-'ir custom is.

The place where tho attack was intended, has these advantages over all
others hereabout. Our artillery could be brought into use. The greater part,
or even the whole of the troops, might act at once. And the retreat (in case of
repulse) was secure, at least for a certain time of the tide. Neither one or the
other of these advantages can any where else be found. The enemy were in-
deed posted upon a commanding eminence. The beach, upon which the troops
were drawn up, was of deep muu, with holes, and cut by several gullies. Th»
hill to be ascended very steep, and not every where practicable. The enemy
numerous in their intronchments, and their fire hot. If the attack had suc-
ceeded, our loss must certainly have been great, and theirs in-:onsiderahle, from
the shelter which the neighbouring woods afforded them. The river St. Charles
still remained to be passed, before the town was invested. Ail these circum-
stances I considered ; but the desire t« act in conformity to the king's intentionsj
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in''uce(l me to make this trial, persuadeil dial n victorious »rnv fin's no diffi

tulties.

The Piietny have bee i forli.ymg ever sinci- wiih cx'c, so as to make d serond
attpinpi siill more :) logtrou^.

Iin.neiiately after this nhi-ck, I sent brigaJipr ^liirray above the toivn with
one thousanri two huiilrftl men, dirertint; him to assist rear ddii.ir.il Ilohiies in
the destruction of the Frenci ships (if Ihev could be !4<)l ^t,) In order to (.pen a
coinnuiiiiration with jeneial Amh-rst The hrig.idiei wa-. to seek eve.y f.'v.iir-

able opi)ortiiiiity ci( fighting i^ome of the eni-niy's det^ichineiiti-, (imvideft he cuilfl

do it n,)on tiderabh' t, rms. and to use all the moan- in his power to pi'V"Ue
them to alta:k him. He made two diffeifiit at'empts to and upon ih<- no.th
shore without success; hut in a third was more fortunate. He Jandid uneji-

pectti'ly at De Chambiud, and biiint a magazine there, in which were some
provisions, some ammunition, and all ihe spare f tores, cloth'ng. arms and b^a,-

gage of their army. FiiKlinc t!iat their ships were not to be ^ot at, and liiiie

prospe' t of hrinffiii); th'^ enemy to a battle, he reported his situation to me, and
I ordered him to join the s>rmy.

The prisoners he took informed him of the surrender of the fo.tof Niagara
and we discnveied, by intereepted letter?, that the enemy had abandoned Ca-
rillon ami Oown Point, were retired to the 'sic e.ux Noix, and that (<:eiieral

Amherst was making preparations to pas- the I 'ke Champlain, to fall upon M.
de Burlcmaqiie's corps, which coi;sist of three battalions of foot, and as many
Canadians as make the whole amount to three th u^and men.

The anmirirs despatcnes anri min-^ would liave gone eight or ten days sooner,

if I had not been prevented from writing by a fever. I found myself so ill, and
am still so weak, that I begget) the general c.ffirers to consult together loi the

public utility. They are all of opinion, that (a- iimre ships and provisions have
now got above the town) they shnul) try, by conveying up a corps of loui or

five ihou>md men, which is nearly the whole strength of the amy, after the

points of Levi and Orleans are lelt in i proper state of defence,) to draw the

enemy from their present situation, and bring then> to an action 1 have acqui-

esced in tlieir projjosal, and we ar^ prepaiing to put it in execution

The admiral and I have examineil tlie town, with a view to a general assault;

but, aftei consulting with the chief engineer, who is well acquainteci with the

interior parts of it, anil, alter viewing it witti the utmost attention, we I'ound,

that though the batteries of the lower town might be e isdy silenced by the men
of war, yet the business of an assault would be litile advanced by that, since

the few passages that l^-ad from the lower to the upper town, aie carefully in-

trenched, anri the upper batteries caniot be affcctel by the ships, which must
receive consider.Tble damagi' Iron) them and from the niottars. The adniiial

would readily join in this, oi in riny other measure, lOi the public service ; but

I could not propose to him an uniiert'knig of so dangerous a nature, and pro-

mising so little success.

To the strength of the countiy. the enemy have added (^for the defence of the

river) a jreat number of floating batt^ vi^s and boats. By the vigilanci- of these,

and the Indi us round our different po-ts, it lias been iii.pos-ible to execute any
thing by surprisi!. We have had al:iio>t daily skirmishes with these savages;

in whieh they are generally deleatcd, but not without lo»s on our side.

By the list of disabled offireis (many of whom are of i ank) you may perceive,

sir, that tiie army is much weakened. By the nature of the liver, the most for-

midable part of tills armament is dep-ived of the power of acting, yet we have

almost tlie whole force ot (Janada to oppose. In this situatioH, there is such a

choice of difficulties, thai I own myself at a loss how to determine. The afTiiirs

of '''real Britain, I know, requ're the n,ost vigorous measures ; but the courage

of a handful of brave men shoold be exerted only where there is some hope

of a favourable event. However, you may be assured, sir, that the small part

of the campaign which remains, sliall be employed ('as far as I am able) lor

the honour of his majesty, and the interest of the nation, in whch I am sure

of being seconded by the admiral and by the generals. Happy if our eflorts

here can contribute to the success of his majesty's arms in any other parts o(

America. I have the honour to he, kc.

JAMES WOLFE-.
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Earl Cormvallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B.

York Town, October QO, 1781.
Sir :

I have the mortification to inform your excellency, that I have been forced to
give up the posts of York and Gloucester, and to surrendsr the troops under my
coaimand, by capitulation, on the 19th instant, as prisoners of war, to thtt

combine:! forces of America and France.
I never saw this post in a very favourable light. But when I found I was to

be attacked in it, in so unprepared a stnte, by so powerful an armv and artil-
lery, nothing but the hopes of relief would have induced me to attempt its de-
fence

; for I would eitlier have endeavoured to escape to New York by rapid
marches from the Gloucester side, immediately on the arrival of general Wash-
ington's tYoops at VVilliainsburgh ; or I would, notwithstanding the disparity of
numbers, have attacked tlieiii in the open fif-Id, where it might hare been
just possible that fortune would have favoured the gallantry of the handlul of
troops under Tny command. Hut beiiig assured by your excellency's letters, that
every fiossible means would be tried Dy the navy and army to relieve us, I could
not thi.'di myself at liberty to venture upon either of those desperate attempts.
Therefore, after remaining for (wo rhiys in a strong position, in front of this place,
in hopes of being attacked, Upon observing that the enemy were taking measuies
which could not fail of tuiniug my left flank in a short time, and receiving on
the second evening your letter of the '24th of September, informing me that the
relief would snil about the r-ih of October. I withdrew within the works on the
night of the 29th of September, hoping by the labour and firmness of the sol-
diers to protract ihe defence until you could arrive, tvery thing was to be ex»-

pected from the sjjirit of the troops; but every disadvantage attended their la-
bour, as the work was to tie continued under the enemy's fire ; and our stock
of intrenching tools, which did not much exceed four hundred when be began to
work in the latter end of August, was now much diminished.

The enemy broke ground on the night of the 30th, and constructed on that
night and the two following days and nights two redoubts, which, with some
works that had belonged to our outward position, occupied a gorge between
two creeks or ravines, which came from the river on each side of the town On
the night of the 6tli of October they made their first parallel, extending from its

right on the river to a deep ravine on the left, nearly opposite to the cetjtre of
this place, and embracing our whole left, at the distance of six hundred yards.
Having perfected this parallel, their batteries opened on the evening of the 9th
ag.iinst our left; and otluir batteries fired at the same time against a redoubt
over a creek upon our right, and defended by about one hundred and twenty
men (of the twenty-riiird regiment and marines), who maintained that post with
uncommon gallantry. The fire continued incessant from heavy can^^on, and
from mortars and howitzers, throwing shells from eight to sixteen inches, until

all our guns on the left were silenced, onr work much damaged, and our loss of
men considerable. On the night of the 11th, they began their second parallel,

about three hundred yards nearer to us The troops being much weakened by
sickness, as well as by the fire of the besiegers, and observing that the eriemy
had not only secured their flanks, but proceeded !n every respect with the oti>iost

regiJatity ami caution, I could not venture so large sorties, as to hope from them
any considerable effect ; but otherwise I did every thing in my power to inter-

rupt their vvoik, by opening new embrazures for guns, and keeping up a constant

lire with all the howitzers and small mortars that we could man. On the even-

ing of the 14:11, they assaulted and carried two redoubts that had been advanc-
ed about three hundred yards for the purpose of delaying their approaches and
covering our lett flank, and included them in their second parallel, on which they

continued to work with the utmost exertion. Being perfectly sensible that our
•V orks could not stand n.any hours after the opening of the batteries af that

58
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parallel, we not only coiitinue<i a constant fire with all our iiioitars, and every

oun ilMi coulil be biou^hi to bear upon it, but a little btloie li.iy-break on the

uioinini; of the lUili, 1 ordeicii a sirtie of alinut lline buiidicd and fifty men,

uiidiri llie direction of liiuti-nant colonel Abercioinbie, to attack tao batteries

wlijcli appealed to be in the gieatesl (oi ward:tesF, and to s.pik»the guns. A de-

tiicluiienl of gn.ird^, with the eif^htielh company ol gren.idieif, under the com-

mand of lieuicnaot colonel Lake, attacked the one ; and one of li^ht infantry,

uudLT the conniidud of major Ain);trong, attacked the other : and both su< ceed-

ed, by lorci'.ig the redoubts that covered theu>, spiking eleven »uns, and killing

or wounding about one hundred of the Fienchlroopb wlio iiad the guard of that

part of the trmrhcs-, and with little loss on our side. The action, thoug,h ex-

treiiiriy honourable to the officers and soldiers who executed it, proved of little

public advrtiitiige; for the c.ninon having been spiKed in a hurry, were soon

rendeied fit lor service again; and before daik the whole parallel batteries

appeared to be nearly compleie.

At this time we knew that there was no part of the whole front attacked oa

which we could show a single gun, ami our shells weie nearly expended. I

thei-efnre had only to choose between piepariiig to sui render next day, or endea-

vouiing to gel off with the gieatttet part of the i.oops; and 1 deieriuiiied lo at-

tenipi the latter, leflectiiig that, though it should prove unsuccessful in its im-

mediate object, a might, at least, delay the enemy in the Mro!-ecution of farther

enteipiises. .sixteen large boats were prepared, and, upon other pretexts, were

ordered to be in readiness to receive troops precisely at len o'clock. With these

1 hoped to pass the infantry during the night; abaii(!oniiig our baggage, and

leaving a detachment to capitulate for the town's people, and the sick and

wounded, on which subject a letter was ready lo be delivered to general Wash-
ington

After making my arrangen.ents wilh the utmost secrecy, the light infantry,

greatest part of the guards, and pail of the twenty-third regimei.t, landed at

Gloucester: hot at this critical moment, the weather fioni being moderate and

calm, cliHiiged to a violent siorni of wind and rain, and drove all the boats,

some of which liKd troops on board, down the river. It was soon evident that

the intended passage was inipiaclicable ; and the absence of the boats leiulered

it rqurtUy impossible to bring back the tioops that had passed, which I had or-

deied about two in the morning, hi this situatiuii, wilh my little foice divided,

the enemy'? batteries opened at day-hieak. 'I'be passage between this place

ami Gloucester was much exposed ; but the boats having' how returned, they

were ordered to bring back the troops tliat had passed during the night, and

they joineii in the loienoun without much loss. Our works in the mean time

were going to ruin ; and not having been able to strengthen them by abattis,

nor in any oilier iirtuiner than by a .-light friezing, which the enemy's artillery

were deinolishiiig uhene\er they iiied, my opinion entirely coincided with thai

of the engineer and priiicip.il officers of the aimy, that they were in many pla-

ces assailable in the forenoon, and that Ly the continuance of the same fire for

a few houis longer, they would be in such a state as to render it desperate,

with our numbers, to attempt to maintain them. We at that time could not fire

a single gun ; only one eiglil inch and a little move than one hundred Cohorii

shells reniained. A diversion liy the French ships of war, liiat lay at the mouth

of Yoik river, was lo be expected. Our numbers had been diiniiii>hed by the

enemy's fiie, but parliculaily by sickness; and the strength and spirits of those

ill the works were much exhausted by the fatigue of constant watching and un-

remitling duty. Uiuier all these circumstances, 1 thought it would have been

wanton and inhuniiin to the last degree lo sacrifice the lives of this small body

of gallant soldier.-, wlio htid ever behaveJ with so much fidelity and courage,

by exposing iliem to an assault, which, from the numbers and precaution of the

enemy, ci.uld not fail to succeed. I therefore proposed to capitulate ; and 1 have

the iionour to inclose to your excellency the copy ol the correspondence between

general Uashi.igton and me on that subject, and the terms of capitulation

agreed upon. I sinceicly lament that better could not be obtained; but I have

neglected nothing in my power to alleviate the inisforlui-e and distress of both

officers and soldiers'.
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The men are well clothed and provided with necessaries, and I trust will be
regularly supplied by the means of the officers that aie permitted to remain with

them. The treatment, in general, that we have received from the enemy since

our surrender, has been perfectly good and proper. But tile kin'iness and atten-

tion that have been shown to us, by the Fiench officers in particular

—

th>-ir deli-

cate sensibility of our situation, their generous and pressing offer of money,
both public and private, to any amount—hafe really gone beyond what I can
possibly describe; and will, I hope, make an impression on the breast of every
officer, whenever the fortune of war should put any ol them into our power.

Although the event lias been so unfortunate, the patience of the soldiers in

bearing the greatest fatitjues, and their firmness and intrepidity under a perse-

vering fire of shot and shtdls, that I believe has not often been exceeded, deserve
the highest admiration and praise. A successful defence, however, in our situa-

tion, was, perhaps, impossible; for the place could only be rei koned an intrench-

ed camp, subject in most places to enfilade, and the ground in general so ditad-
vantageous, that nothing but the necessity of fortifying it as a post to protect

the navy, could have induced any person to erect works upon it. Our force

diminished daily by sickness au'i other losses, and was reduced when we offered

to capitulate, on this side, to little more than three thousand two hundred rank
and file fit for duty, including officers, servants and artificers ; and at Gloucester
about six hundred, including cavalry. The enemy's army consisted of upwards
of eight thousand French, nearly as many continentals, and five thousand mili-

tia. They brought an imiri-nse train of heavy artillery, mostly amply furnished

with ammunition, and perfectly well manned.
The constant and universal cheerfulness and spirit of the officers, in all hard-

ships and dangers, deserve my warmest acknowledgments; and F have been
particularly indebted to brigadier general O'Hara and lieutenant colonel Aber-
crombie, the lornier commanding on the right, and the latter on the left, for

their attention and exertion on every occasion. The detachmetit of the twen-
ty-third regiment, and of the marines, in the redoubt on the right, commanded
by captain Apthorpe, and the subsequent di tachment"-, commanded by lieute-

nant colonel Johnston, deserve particular commendation. Captain Rochfort,

who commanded the artillery, and indeed every (ifiicer anri soidier of that dis-

tinguished corps, and lieutenant Sutherland, the commanding engineer, have

merited in every respect my highest approbation: and I cannot sufficiently ac-

knowledue my obligations to captain t^ymonds, who commanded his majesty's

ships, and to the other officers and seamen of the navy, for their active and
zealouii co-operation.

I transmit returns of our killed and wounded. The loss of seamen and
town's peojile was likewise considerable.

I trust your excellency will please to hasten the return of the Bonelta, after

landing her p'^ssengers, in compliance with the article of capitulation.

Lieutenant colonel Abeicrombie will have the honour to deliver this despatch,

and is well qualified to explain to your excellency every particular relating to

our past and present situation.

I have the honour to be, &.c.

COK.WVALLIS,

Jlsea, fitJiJune, 1813.

Sir :

The letters which you did me the honour to write to mp. with the copy of

your Memoirs of the war in the 'ioutliern provinces of America, reached me at a

time when the arrangements for my immediate embarkation left ine not a mo-

ment to prruse the work.

I had proposed to myself to begin the study of it as soon as we should put to

sp 1 • but a further delay occurred. The box containing the book was accident-

ally placed in the hold, under such a quantity of other packages, as till lately

rendered it impracticable for me to retrieve it.
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I must undoubtedly feel flattered by your procedure in writing to nie, as well

as by the tenor of your letters: and 1 beg leave to retuiii thanks lor your polile-

neRs. One consideration alone, tiie conviction o!' your n'U having interio.ly cre-

dited a particular statement, which you have prcmulgated on the (aiih of iu cur-

renrv among your partyi could prevent my exjircSbing astonishment, that you

should profess any sort of e'ltimation, or offer a complimentary auention towards

a pt*r>.on represented in that narrative as capable of an atrocious act. No gen-

tler desniption would betit the measure, ascribed to me in ihat stalenicnt, ol sa-

rrificinj; to any views of general policy, an individual not truly standin;; within

the scope of capital punishment, or even of inflicting that punishment where

justly incurretl, if public duty did not exact the enforcement.

It is thi- most disgusting of the circumstances attending civil war, that men,

holding themselves aloof from its dangers, always endeavour by vir.ilence and

hardihood of imputation against their adversaries, to disguise from themselves

and others, the nothingliness of spirit which restrains them from taking efficient

part in the conflict. The slanders thus raised cannot be met. They acquire

6\ibstanre by uncontradicted circulation, as every buccessive propagator feels

pledged to maiiitrtin the verity of the absertion. And when the contest i« over,

while the successful faction hag not either interest or inclination ipurhaps not the

means) to retract the calumny, the ihdividuals of the subdued party are cau-

tious not to entail on themselves outrage by controverting any charges whicii

their victors may have pleased to fabricate. The misrepresenlatioiis thus bo-

come articles of political creed : And the most generous mind will be apt, uncon-

sciously, to satisfy itself that it may remain exempt fiom the necessity of scruti-

nizing a statement, when the consequences of exposing its inaccuracy, would be

to revoli popular prejudice, to incur the appearance of want of ardour in the

general cause, and above all to overthrow some favourite position ol the person

hiiisclf. Hence it is, as I think, that you have been led to rect-.ive iniplicitlj' a

representation which with very little trouble you could have juovcd to be "in-

correct.

I well know that your honourable disposition, judging from all 1 have heard

of your character, would not deliberately advance so serious a charge as you
have publisiied against me, had you believed it to be erroneous. But to atlix

the brand ol injustice in the execution of Isaac Hayne, was a ground-work ne-

cessary for youi giving due credit to the gallant devotion which you state to have

been displayed by the American fficers, in reference to that measure ; and you
have hence been betrayed into too easy a credence of the recital vnu were sore

to receive from all of the party in Carolina, (your only informants,) to wliich

the unfortunate man belonged.

The strange want of reflection with which you must have listened to every

story palmed upon you, cannot be more striking^ly exemplified than in the eom-
xnuiiicaiions from the town mayor to the prisoner, whicli you have retailed. To
have supposed the town mayor capable of inlorining the prisoner that he was to

appear before a board of general officers, you must have imagined a principal

St.iff ofBcer of ours ignorant of that whicli you, and every man in your army,
and every other individual in the province, knew ; namely, that we had not a

single general officer in South Carolina.

Admitting nnfeignedly that nuich of excuse, I still cannot but fi el extraordi-

nary surprise, that when you entered into a long nrgMin''ntative detail, (founded

on an assumption quite novel ; to prove tliat the conduct ol Hayne ought not to

have been treated as guilt, you avoided perceiving he coiiM not be brought with-

in your own hypothesis Were your po.^ition tenable, (which your bitter reflec-

tion would hardly contend,) that the inroad of a skulking party gives a manu-
mission from every tie of allegiance to the inhabitants of any district through
whicli it passes, your advertence to period, m locality', and to particulars .vould

have satisfied ycu, that the treason of Hayne could not be so extenuated ; and
I only wonder how the recollection could escajje presenting itself In truth, you
must have indistinctly surmised that there would be a diificuUy about the appli-

cability of your principle, when you deemed it requisite to urge another viri'Uca-

tion ; a vindicatign totally inconsistent with the former, because it acknow-
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ledges the criminality vviiich the other denies, and only labours to lessen its de-

gree. I allude 10 the situation in which you supposi! fliyne to hiive been plac-

ed by the proclamation of Sir Henry Clinton Not having an opportunity to

consult any copy of that proclamation, I can only say thai I never had the im-

pression of its hearing ihe sense you ascribe to it, and thai I have lio remem-
brance of its being so understood by others. CouM, however, that proclamation

have had the eftect of annulling any of the conditions on the faith of which

Charleston was surrendered, it would have stmipcd indnlible disgrace on him

\;bo issued it, Hnd would have been deeply disreputable to the country which in

that act he represented; but hov/ w^s it to hear on the case of Hayne? The
part which lie hnd to taite, as a prisoner on parole under the capitulation, was
clear. He had only to repair to Charleston, and surrfiiifter bims^clf, till the re-

monstrance of congress could be exerted with Sir Henry Clinton, upon so gross

an infraction of public faith.

1'lie noii-cxistence of any such reclamation on the part of congress, whose
view would not be rettricted to the single case < f Hnyne, sufficiently rebuts the

construction you put upon the proclamation. Still, sup])osing for the sake of

giving you the utmost advantage your assumption (if v.iliilj would claim, tiiat

the proclamation did so press upon the unhappy man. I repeat that thi- fit course

for iiim was to submit himself a prisoner. If from any piivate considerations

he preferred the otmr alternative, be made his choice wiih all the obligations

inse;«arable I'roin it, anri opontaneoufly rendered himself liable to all the penal-

ties attached to a brc<rh of those obligations. The sligliti.'St inquiry would have
satisfied you, that all who eschangi'd the character of prisonci on parole under
the capitulation, for that of a Btiiish suhjert, did so voluntarily in order to ea-
joy the benefits of disposing of the produce of iheir plantations, in a lucrative

course of trade, not alloweil to prisoners. And when you represent Hayne as
ha' ing plighted only a conditioiisl fidelity, it is woiic'erful you should not have
at once detected the imposition that was attenuiied upon you, by those who
made such an assertion. AVhcre was the Biiiisli ofiicer to be foiaii, who coulJ
have iuducetneiu, or disposition, or competiuce, to allow of a limited oath of

allegiance to his sovereign I The tale caiiied falsity on the very face ol it.

Your penetration might, therefore, have been expect''d to see through the flimsy

pretext, and to perceive, that this was an excise whii.-h Hayne would naturully
make to his former eomiades, to mitigate the repioaeh attached by hem to his

having taken the oatli of allegianrer, and to soften the unfdvournbhj eon tiuc-

tion which he must im.igiiie would, even in their opinions, attend his perfidy un-
der so solemn a com|)act. But your cause would '^iuu nothing were this oli-

servaiion not irrefragable. Were thi' possibility admitted of his having estab-
lished the stipulation to which you allude, ii would not alter his criminality.

When summoned to bear arms, (if he ever were so,) iie would have to say that
he bad made a ccndition, that he abided by the reservation, and that he was
prepared to meet any consequence of adhering to it If, instead of that course,
he chose to enter into secret negotiation with the eui'niy, he did it knowingly un-
der all the peril connected witii the act. ISay. bad he at once brfikeu his en-
gagement, and ie))aired to general Greene's arn;y, though it \r oi.id have been
treason, it would not have been treason of so deep and eomplir::ted a d3'e, as
that in which he involved himself.

Before 1 proceed further on this h.ead, it is cxjicdient that a inaleri.Tl point
should be cleared up to you. You mistake entiiely in suppo-ing that tlie pro-
vince of South Carolina was under my command. I.-euteiiant colonel Balfour
was my senior in the army list; and my provincial rank of colonel, lit Id for
tlie ])uipose of connection with the regiment raised by me, did not alter that
relution, as the colonels on the ])roviiKiitl estahlishiucnt ivtire suboiilinate to

the youngest lieutenant colonels of the hue. Sir Henry Clinton, in orrltr to
give me the management of affairs in South Carolina, subsiKpienily jirouioten me
as a brigadier of provinri.ils ; but wc had no intimation ol thislill the ci>mini;?lon
arrived, after I had actually en^barked for England : Lieutenant colonel D:i!(our
would, therefore, at all events have commanded inc A. still more particular
limitation of my powers existed. Lord Cornwallis, on entrusiing me wKh ihe ma-



462 APPENDIX.

nsgirncnt of thn troops on the froiitirr, liaH spncifirnlly allotteii ilic « hoie trac'k

within the S.'intee, Ciin;THrt'o, an'1 Saliiil.i riviMs, to liciitpnaiit rolonel Balfour,

as commandant of Cliailcstoii. Cam Iph hrid nlw^ys been reprobated by me as
a station; not merely lr>>m the extraordinary disadrantages which attended it,

as an iiidividiial position ; but from its being on the wroii^ side of the river and
covering nothing; while it was constantly li:ible to have its commtinication
wiih the interior district cut off. Lord Corn-Aallis did not consider how murU
he augmented this objection, often urged by me to him, by an arran»ement
v^heiice I was debarred from any iiiterfercricc v/iih the dir'trict, from which alone
I could be fed, the country in front of Camden, as well as that between the

Wateree and Bioad tivers being so wasted, as lo afford nothing beyond preca-
rious and incidental supplies Fixed at Camden, with ^eveii hundred men
(lieutenant colonel Watson's corp«i never having formed part of my garrison,

itiid the residue of tlie force with which I encuuntered general Greene, having
been introduced by me into Camden three days after he sat down before it,)

T was completely dependant on lieutenant colonel Balfour for subsistence, for

military stores, for horses, for arms, and for those reinforccmniits which were

indispensable from the expenditure of n.en, in the unceasing activity of out ser-

vice. With his posts at .VJotte's house, Congart>es, and Ninety-Six, I had no

concern, further than their occasional danger obliged me to make nioven;ent?

for their protection; an assistance, which I had peculiar difficulty in rendering

to the two former, from the works having nnaccountal)ly been so placed as not

to command the ferries, through whiih blunder succours could not be thrown

across the r:ver to i.hr garrisons when invested by un enemy. Hence it hap-

pened that, on tlie abandonment of ' amden in tiip hope of saving those posts,

and protectir.g t!ie interior country, 1 was forced to pass the Santee by the cir-

ruiions route of iNehon's ferry. From this delay arose the circumstance, that

on the riav after my crossing the river, I reocivod the account of the fall of the

two redoubts, pompously drnominated Fort Mott and Fort. Granby. The event,

by throwing intr your I)ands the only magazines of piovision in the country,

litterlv jncnpncitaled tnc from advancing: Fo:, destitute of cavalry to face

yours. I
must have been unable to glean daily food for mj' troops; and could

not think so liglitly of the talents of general (iie< ne, as to indulge the visioiuny

expectation tiiat he would put his fortune to the hazard of a battle, v.lieii he

mi^ht reduce me to the extreme of distress by a policy unatiended with lis-k to

himself.

These parlicolars are not stated so much for ilie ))urpose of conveying any

information, which will he interesting to you in explaining much of the cam-

paign as to shew, that I had not in the interior district, any iirimedialc interest,

or any course of n.anageinent, the interruption of which could excite in me ir-

ritation against Hayne, or indeed call my attention to his crime. And you well

know there was not any peevish acrimony in our warfare. In fact, I never

beard of the insurrection which he inptigated, till its suppression was communi-

cated to me by lieutenant colonel Balfour.

The way I came to have ar.y part in the afiair was this. When Lord Corn-

wallis suddenly marched into North Carolina, he wrote to me, (then through ac-

cidental circumstances at Camden, ) to assign to nie the very unexpected rliarse.

of maintaining thai post, and the frontii-r beyond the rivers. In the same

letter he entreated me, as a proof of frii-nri.-hip lo liim-e:f, that I would net

cordially with lieutenant colonel Balfour, between whtuu and me his lordship

knew thiTC had been somn estrangement. In answer, 1 assured him, that he

mi-^lil (icp-nd on my giving to lieutenant colonel B.ilfour in every particular,

tlie most zealous support.

Shortly after we had withdrawn from Ninety-Six and the upper country,

iieutenae.l colonel B illbur wrote to apprise me, that an insui reclion had taken

place in the rear of my army, but had luckily been crushed. He stated the im-

p.-rious necessity of repressing the dispf>sitioii to similar acts of treai.heiy, hy

making an rxaii-ple ol t!ie iiu.ividuul who bad planmd, as well as headed the

revfdt, and «ho had fallen into lieutenant colonel Ball'uiir's hands. He soli.

cited my concurrence (absolutely ineffective in any otiter point of view, in a iiU-
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ttlct wiiere I was wholly under his controO that it might vouch to Sir Honry
Clinton, with whom he was on ill terms, for the pubhc policy oi' the measure.
Oa the justice of ir, there whs not then a ronception, iliat iu possibility a ques-
tion could be raised. I replied that there could be no doubt as to the neressiiy
for making the example, to which I would readily give the sanction of my name.
CollaierHl circumstances were then unknown to me. Immediately on my arri-
val at Charleston, application was made to me by a nuiuber of ladies, (princi-
pally of your party) tu save H.iy.ie from the i.npeudin-; iiifliction. Ignorant of
the complicated nature and extent of the crime, 1 incautiously promised to use
my endeavouis towards inducing lieutenant colouel Ballour to lenity. A peti-
tion to be signed by the ladies, was drawn up as a s.ep Statifyin^ to me, by
ohe of the officers of the staff, (I believe by major Barry, the deputy adjutant
general) to serve as a basis for my address to the commandant When I opened
the matter to him he appeared much astoni^hed ; detailed to me circumstances
of the case with which I had bean completely unacquainted ; requestin°- me to
inform myself more minutely upon them ; and earnestly begged me to poiider on
the effect, which foibeurance from visiting such an uft'ence with due punishment,
(sure to be ascribed to timidity) must unavoidably produce on the minds of the
inhabitants. It was a grievous error in me that I did not at once yield to the
reasoning, and to tlte conviction which it could not but impress, instead of still
attempting to reali-^e the hope, which I had suffered the ladies so loosely to en-
tertain. I unluckily persevered in tiie effort toieconclle a pardon with some ap-
pearance of propriety. At this time 1 saw a lad v connected with Hayne: I sup-
pose it must have been the .Mrs I'erroneau mentioned byyou. I frankly told her
what had passed between me and lieutenant colonel Balfour, stating the embar-
lassment in which I found myself, from the enormity of the transgression, and
the objections too justly urg^d, but adding, that, unless there should be inter-
vention from general Greene, 1 would still try if ilie difficulty could be surmount-
ed. This point, I understand, was most piod'gateiy wrested, as if lieutenant
Golonel Balfour and I h=id held lorth a sort of implied condition to the unfortu-
nate man, that he should be spared if general Giei-ne did not interfere ; and that
the latter was thence withheld from exertions which might have been eflectual
Lieutenant colouel Balfour vas never privy to the conversation between Airs'
Perroneau and me; nor culd it in auy case have been imagined poss-ible that
such a communication should reach general G.eene, when the attempt at anv
correspondence with him would have been a capital offence. It was simply aii
exp|•e^sion of my fears, thai a circumstance might occur which would at once
destroy all chance of my being useful. Any interposition on the part of General
Greene must have been in irritating terms, and would infallibly have nre^cluded
an excuse which 1 hoped to obtain, and which would afford a decent pretence
for a lenity, felt by me to be li ible to great and wcil founded censure A.s amode of gaining time, I had solicited lieutenant colonel Balfour to have tlie'oar-
ticulars of the case ascertained by a court of inquiry for my satisfaction al!e-in^
the chance, (ihou-h I could not really believe the existence of any such) That
circumstances might have been distorted by the animosity of Ha vne's neir/jibours
This step, although a court of inquiry was the same form ofinvestigaiiori as had
been used in tne case of major Andre, was an indiscretion on my part; becaiise
It atf<irded a colour for perversion, by seeinin- to imply tliat there rnVht be adoubt as to the amount of guilt: whereas, by all the recognized Iaws°of war
liothmg was requisite in the ca,e of Hayne, but to identify his person previous to'hanging him on the next tree. Before that cotirt (the proceedings of which wereunavoidably thrown overboanl with my other papers, when I was taken by thetrench at sea,) he produced documents to establish his claim of beiii" trtatud asan American officer, but which only more distinctly substanti^tod hisciimma
correspondence with the enemy. So that the case, had it admitted of at-Miva
lion, would have been made worse by the result of that inquiry. He wa^ from
his correspondence with the enemy while within our ports, a -py iu tl,e i,ir'ict -stsense of the word

: and to that guilt was added the further crime of his havingdebauched a pou.ou of our enrolled militia, at the head of which he menaced
with death all persons of tiie vicinage, who would not j«in him In arms a-ains-
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us, and actua'ly devastateil the proporty of those who fled from participation in

the nvoli. Sucii wciP the dillii-uUies of the task in wliici I had improperly cn-

tan^li^d myseli. I not witlisiamliiij; (jfisi'vercd Mr. Alex.iiiHiM Wiight ani Mr.

FoiVell, (I tliink his Chii-jtaiii name was ('harlos) in coinplianne wjih my wishes,

iiiulcrtooli to tiy whether a petition f. r pardon to Ilayiiu niiglit iiui be protMired

from a icbjiuctable nninherorioya)i.sts : tliough they iifave me little encouragement

to hupo yiiccess, from even theii known and just influence with that body. They
first applied to lieutenant guvernor IJull, who consented to sign the petition, pro-

vided th"^ attorney j^eneral, sir E^erton Li^i";!!, wnulH do so 'I'lie answer of sic

Egertoii Leigh was, Utal lie would hi ni his kniid njY ralker than do ait act sj in-

ptrious li> Uie kiii'^'s scnucc. Lientenanl j»overiior IJiill's condiiioiial pronMse of

i;ouise fell to the ground, Iliongh he sub-equenlly, from some dupery practiced

upon his age, joined his name with those of certain of your most active and avo>v-

pii partisi". ns : and not ono loyalist of repute could be persuaded to put his name
to the petition. There then remained no po'sible excuss for a remission of the

punishment ; under which circumstances, it would have been baseness in me to-

wards lieutenant colonel Haltonr, and a foifeiture of my plighted assurance to

lord Coriiwallis, had 1 withheld my name from the mcasuie, when, alter what

had passed, I could but be conscious it was deeply necessary for the public

service.

The enterprise whit h Ilayne had planned and achieved when he was inter-

cepted and taken, had an obj.-'ct of singular malignity. 1 allude to the seizure

of Mr. Williamson; and the insulting triumph with which Mr. Williamson was

told, that the purpose in capturing him, was to have been hanged in the camp <^

general Greene, had naturally roused the indignation of all the friends of the

iiritish governnicnr. Mr. Williamson, as you know, had been a brigadier gene-

ral of the American militia at the time of our invading South Carolina. When
the rest of the province submitted, Mr. Williiunson also adopted that line. He

had not taken up arms against you, nor was he intermeddling in politics, but

quietly residing in the neighbourhood of Charleston. The attempt, therefore,

to carry hini off, and to exhibit in his per.^on, a proof that even mere submission

to our rule should entail the utmost severity of infliction, caused great ferment

in the minds of the loyalists. Th;s was txtiaoidinarily augmented by a dread-

ful impolicy on the part of the u fortunate piisoner The number of inilivi-

duals professedly of your party, to whom the capitulation had given the right of

remaining ii. Charle.'-ton, affordeil to Hayne a communication most mischievous

for him. For those persons, intoxicated by an apparent change of tide in their

favour, not only themselves held the language that the British government would

not dare to execute H^yne, but misled the unhappy man to use the same tone

of defiance to the loyalists. To have been swayed by their re-cntmont would

have been unworthy, but they had a claim very distinct from that of passion,

to a consideration of their opinions, from those entrusted with the comluct of

the general concern When ilieir fortunes and their lives were risked in the

cause of Britain, they had a right to demand that the joint stake should be so

managed, as to give to thein their fair chance for success in the contest: and it

was obvious, that if in an hour when the highest peril was to beencountered by

those who remained faithful, no terrors were to impend over a breach o( the sacred

ties by which they were individually bound to each other and to goveinment, a

premium would in fact be held forth to tivachery, and the dissolution of the com-

inon interest would be inevitable. If we w.re to maintain a cl.iim on their

lidelity, it could only be by showing a just sensibility for their welfare.

You prove yourself perfectly aware of the nature of the period, and of tiie

urgent pressure under wiiich we laboured, when you mention the expectation

you weie authorized to entertain, that a French army would laud in the south-

ern provinces. We had received fiom the secretary at state, an intimation

which led us to believe, that IJeaulort was its probable destination. Adver-

tence to this contingency, and the necessity of making provision against the

event, had materiallv influenced the conduct of the campaign. It was the rea-

son why, when [ unde.f.ok the reiief of Ninety-Six, I was fuinishe.i with Dut

barely seventeen hundred men. Even of that force, a principal proporlion was
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eompbsed of Hessians, or of troops just liiiirled from Ireland, so little suited to
bear the rnpifity of march uhirli our circumstances exacted, that we left num-
bers of them (very nrtiiy dead from the heat,) alntin the load. The crisis may
be egtiinat.ed by my being obliged to risk such an entcrprize with a stieiisth, on
any ordinary calculation, so inadequate to the oliject. In this exii'.rn'y. we
found oui-selves surri'unrled by deiection and treachery on all sides, The pirfi-

dy had i;one so far, that soon after, my crossiAg the SantKe, I had to communi-
cate to lieutenant colonel B^ilfour the necessity <"orhis immediately disarmin" a
portion of his town militia, desii^nated by ine; as I knew from information not qiies-

tiona')!e, that they were in correspondence wiih general Gieene, and had en-
gaged to seize the gates for him, if he could slip by me, and present himself sud-
denly before Charli'sion. In such extremities, tho'sc admiiustericig the interest

of their country (il'they were not to bow their iiearls to the defection, and abjectly
sacrifice the important trust leposed in them) had no option l>ul to exeit against
the mischief, that streouous resistance which their duty required, aiidtlie purest
justice authorized.

Such, sir, are the real features of a case, which you hold forth in unfavour-
able contrast with the tendeiiiess of sentiment displayed in the proceedings
against major Andre ! It is not my wish to eiilei into a discussion of the latter

case : and it wonid he most unfair to doubt the dispositions of general Wash-
ington, or the irresistible pressure which rendered them abortive Yet thus far

( must remak. F. id there been so much solicitmle to save that unfortunate
officer as you repiesent, this ostensible plea migiii. have been advanced /or him :

That his entering in disguise witliin your foriie-SiS, was by the direction and with
the invitation of your officer commanding there. For the guilt of Hayne no sha-
dow ol palliation could be found. The story of remonstrance from the Biitisb

officers to lieutenant colonel Balfour shows liow lamentably you were deceived
in every respect by the fitbricalious in the province. That recurrence of the

British oificers to tlie commandant, was for tlie purpose of urging him to secure
objects for retaliation, in case of ^^eneral Greene's carrying into effect his out-
rageous threat. They needed not to have given themselves the trouble ; and,
though I have no disposition to depreciate the spirit which dictHted it, the prof-

fered devotion of your American officers, was ecpially superfluous. General
Greene sagaciously comprehended that it was neci^ssary to counteract the im-
pression whi^h the execution of Hayne was calculated to produce. Hence it

was his policy to declaim against j2—^s an undue iiitlictioii, the repetition f»f

which in any similar case, should be preventeil by retaliation. But he wa«
loo wise not to know, that the matter wouhl not bear scrutiny, and that it must
not for his ends be driven to minuter question.

Having mentioned retaliation, let me say, that lieutenant colonel Balfour
and I had severally, diiei-t orders from lord Corinvallis to check by retaliation

the merciless seventy with which your civil gwvernments treated the loyalists

who fell into their power. With nombers in our hands justly amenable to ri-

gour, each of us had taken it upon himself to dispense with that iiijunctian :

not from any doubt of its equity, but from a fear that our obedience would only

extend the calamity, and from a hope, th^ii the ditfereiice of our procedure

would be the best corrective of the inhumanity. !?o lar were the British othcers

from having such feeling, »» the fallacious re preseot:itionsprn elided upon you have
led yen to suppose, thHt I had been informed by particular iViiMuls, of the ex-

traordinary dtss'itisf.ictiou teatiiied by those ofticeis, ai the seeming hesitation

respecting the fate of Hnyne. They viewed it as a feebleness, and a dishonest

desertiou of the interests, which our army was bound to uphold. This senti-

ment was so strong, that at a dinner which lieutenant colonel Balfour gave to the

staJf and piineipal officers on the eve of my embarkation, I thought myself

bound in justice towards the commandant, Ic address the company, tu confess

Ihatthe apparent demur was imputable to me alone, to own that I had sought

to fiud grounds to excuse a remission of the punishmeet, and to admit that (

bad been wrong in the endeavour. The acknowledgmeut was conscientious
;

and at no period since, has my reflection made me resard myself as otherwise

than culpable, in not having at once given the just weight to the considera-

tions, wliicta so imperiously called for thecxann)ie.
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That the piiiiislnnont of Ilayne may appear an iinnecnssary snvprjty, you state,

that at this juncture llw; BiUis^h cause was evicl<-iitly lost in Amrrioa. The

opinion of an enemy, especially of an enemy so zealous and cm rgeiic as you,

wouKI be no very raiinnal j^uidc for an oflicer's conduct. There was not at

iliat period apy reason for our entertaining such a notion ; nor would duty have

allowed a relaxation of the exertions which the trust demanded, upon any per-

sonal conceptions of liie sort. No apprehension exis-lrd of inability to cope

with your joiiU force, shnuH the French laud in South Caroliiia. though the

nec'ssity of kcepin;; the Ijntiih troops in a position to be readily c.dlectcd into

on>> body, gave you lor the .tone apparent advantaj^es. Your circumstances were

still critical. The situation must not be argued from subsecpient occurrences,

not then within the foresiiiht of any one ; and there were measures which would

at once have altered the relative condition of affairs. Had lord Curiiw allis,

with his arinv refreshed, re-equip|je 1, and reinfor.':ed, originally niaiclied f.om

Wilmington to the upper country of North Caiolina, the step must have been

decisive against vou. Its consC()ueiic s were so clear, that, i;;iiorant of the un-

controlrthle ohstHcles, which doubtless 7iiust have existed to lorbid hi? loidship's

pursuing that policy, we every day expectfd to hear of his being in Hillsborough.

If, leaving Virginia occupied in self-defence against such a portion of trofps as

lie mi!;hl think pro|ier to allot for the purpose, he had proceeded to raise and or-

ganize the loyalists of North Carolina in your rear, cuttini; off all your supplies

and reinfoicenients fioni the northward, it appeared to us that, the des-truction of

"eneral Greene's army was almost inevitable. We were sufficiently on the

watch fo prevent a junction between you and any French force that might be

landed at Beauford: And, for the ends of co-operation, instructions Iroui lord

Cornwallis would unduubleny have caused the field army in South Carolina

to be put on a footing of efiiciency, ivhichit did not possess during my ser-

vice. Fortunate it would have been had this movement, so confidently reck-

oned upon by us, tak^u place While it must have so seriously affected gene-

ral Greene's army, it would have removed lord Cornwallis from a position,

where he was an object for the concentration of force by the Americans and

French and it would of course have precluded that fatal operatioii. The
wisdom of Providence decreed otherwise; and the judgment of lord Cornwal-

lis waj not left uiifettesed.

This letter has run into inordinate leneth ; though you will readily un-

derstand that I have forborne to diUite on many points connected with the

subject. Its prolixity has arisen from the wish to furnish you with full

means of forming a sure judgment on the case. Be assured that I iiave not

a suspicion of your having given any colour to your narrative, but what

you really believed to be thf true one Alter tlie prouuilg.ition of so in-

vidious a charge against me, I know not how it can be iu your i)ower to

make me any reparation: But ol this' I will remain persuaded; tliat if my
statement shall lead you to a conviction of your having none me injustice,

you will sincerely regret the facility, with which you credited repr.-senta-

tions. so likely to be warped by the inteiests and the passions of those from

whom you received them.

I have the honour, sir, to be your most obedient humble servant,

M 01 R A.-

Major General Hesry Lee.
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